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In the literature, (+)-a-methylbenzylamine was resolved using tartaric acid, hydro- 

xymethylene camphor or (-)-di-c-isopropylidene-2-ketogulonic acid.' In the present case, 

(S)-(-)-carbamalactic acid appeared more advantageous than the afore-mentioned resolving 

acids, insofar as it gave either higher yields of both antipodes of the amine, or higher 

optical purities, and using a comparatively simpler experimental procedure. 

Resolution of (+)ephedrine led to (+)-ephedrine hydrochloride (76 % yield), [cylE" 

+44" (c = 5, MeOH) and (-)-ephedrine-HCl (68 %), [oli" -42". Lit.8 [01~~*38.5" (c = 

4.6,MeOH). 

In the literature, (+)-ephedrine was resolved using (+) and (-)-mandelic acids, 

D-arabonic acid, tartaric acid and (+)-binaphthyldiyl hydrogen phosphate.' The present 

results compare favourably with those reported in the literature. 

The resolution of (+)-a(l-naphthyl) ethylamine by the same method gave the (R)-(+) 

base (87 %), [a]:' +58.5" (c = 2, MeOH) and the (S)-(-) base (70 %), [(Y];' -53.2" . 

Lit." [(r];' +59" and -61". In the literature, (+)-o-(I-naphthyl) ethylamine was resol- 

ved with tartaric acid, L-menthyl hydrogenphthalate and di-O-isopropylidene-2-ketogulo- - 

nit acid (no yields reported)." 

The resolution of (+)-norephedrine, using the chiral acid 1 in isopropanol as a 

solvent, also gave good results. 

Further work is in progress in our laboratory, in order to define more accurately 

the scope of (S)-(-)-carbamalactic acid 1 as a resolving acid. 
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