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Abstract: An efficient and simple method for the
transamidation of carboxamides, phthalimide, ureas
and thioamide with amines catalyzed by commer-
cially available benzoic acid under metal-free condi-
tions is described. Furthermore, to the best of our
knowledge, this is the first report about the trans-ACHTUNGTRENNUNGamidation of an aromatic thioamide with amines.
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The amide linkage is one of the most important func-
tional groups in nature because it constitutes the
backbone of all natural peptides and proteins.[1] Also,
it has been regarded as the most important linkage in
the fields of industrial and medicinal chemistry.[2] Ac-
cording to the authoritative statistics reports from the
leading pharmaceutical companies, nearly 25% of the
drug molecules contain an amide bond unit,[3] which
demonstrates its importance in organic synthetic
chemistry. Amides, as an important class of com-
pounds, have been widely found in bioactive prod-
ucts,[4] biological[5] and synthetic polymers.[6] Conse-
quently, many methods for the synthesis of amides
have been reported, such as the reactions of amines
with carboxylic acid derivatives,[7] esters,[8] aldehydes[9]

or alcohols,[10] rearrangement of aldoximes,[11] hydra-
tion of nitriles,[12] aminocarbonylation processes,[13] hy-
droamination of alkynes.[14] However, they always
suffer from some limitations, such as stoichiometric
amounts of activating agents, tedious work-up proce-
dures and low reactivity. Therefore, as one of most
straightforward and convenient methods, transamida-
tion has gained more and more attention in this field.
Unfortunately, because of the high stability of

amided, transamidation usually requires harsh condi-
tions, such as long reaction times, high temperatures
(>250 8C) or stoichiometric amounts of activating

Scheme 1. Various methods for the transamidation of
amides with amines.
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agents to cleave the amide bond.[15] In the last two de-
cades, great efforts have been made in this area in
order to develop a simple method that allows the re-
actions to occur under relatively mild conditions. Ber-
trand,[16] Beller (Scheme 1, ii),[17] Myers,[18] Akaman-
chi,[19] Shimizu (Scheme 1, i),[20] Stahl,[21] and Wil-
liams[22] have reported a series of metal-catalyzed
methods of transamidation. Despite the advances ach-
ieved, all of these methods were catalyzed by transi-
tion or lanthanide metals, and these bring great diffi-
culties for the separation and purification of the
target product, especially in the synthesis of pharma-
ceutical molecules. Furthermore, these methods also
suffer from certain demerits, for example, the use of
expensive activation reagents and stoichiometric
amounts of catalysts. To solve these problems,
Allen,[23] Nguyen (Scheme 1, iii),[24] Adimurthy[25] and
Singh[26] have reported a series of metal-free catalyzed
methods for transamidation. However, these methods
suffer from the shortcoming of long reaction times
and limited substrate scope. The transamidation of
aliphatic thioamides with amines has been reported
by Schlatter.[27]

Herein, we have developed an efficient and simple
method for the transamidation of carboxamides,
phthalimide, ureas and thioamide with amines cata-
lyzed by commercially available benzoic acid at
130 8C under metal-free conditions. To the best of our
knowledge, the transamidation of aromatic thioa-
mides with amines has not yet been reported
(Scheme 1, iv).

Our initial studies were focused on screening for an
efficient catalyst for the reaction of benzamide with
benzylamine. Organic acids like aliphatic monocar-
boxylic acids, aliphatic diacids, aromatic acids and
heterocyclic carboxylic acids were investigated and
we found that benzoic acid was the best catalyst.[28] To
further optimize the reaction conditions, different sol-
vents, times and temperatures were screened in the
presence of benzoic acid. Through a screening of the
different solvents, we found that p-xylene was the
best solvent for this reaction which can afford the de-
sired product with a 98% yield (Table 1, entries 1–12).
Then the reaction time was screened and results
showed that the yield of the target product was not
reduced even when the reaction time was decreased
to 8 h (compare entries 11 and 13 with entry 14). The
yield of 1a declined significantly when the reaction
temperature was 120 8C (Table 1, entry 16). The reac-
tion was also carried out in air with a low yield of 1a
(Table 1, entry 17).

With the optimized conditions in hand, we then in-
vestigated the generality of this protocol. The trans-ACHTUNGTRENNUNGamidation of benzamide with benzylic amines includ-
ing BnNH2, 4-(Cl)BnNH2, 2-(F)BnNH2, 3-
(MeO)BnNH2, gave corresponding transamidation
products (Table 2, 1a–d) in excellent yields (92–96%),

which indicated the substituent on the benzene ring
showed no effect on this reaction. And also, on react-
ing aliphatic primary amines, good to excellent yields
(80–92%) were obtained (Table 2, 1e–i). Cyclic secon-
dary amines could be also reacted effectively under
the optimized condition in good yields (Table 2, 1l).
However, the present method was not so effective for
aromatic amines, which only afforded moderate yields
of corresponding products (Table 2, 1m and 1n).

In previous works, the transamidation of heterocy-
clic amides and heterocyclic amines were reported
only rarely. However, in our reaction system, the het-
erocyclic amines could react well with benzamide to
give the corresponding transamidation products
(Table 3, 2a–d) in excellent yields (90–96%). What is
more, heterocyclic amides could also react with the
benzylamine to form the target products (Table 3, 2e,
2n and 2o) in excellent yields (94–96%). Similarly, the
transamidation of nicotinamide with heterocyclic
amines also formed the corresponding products
(Table 3, 2g–i) in excellent yields (90–98%). Regretta-
bly, only moderate yields were obtained when nicotin-ACHTUNGTRENNUNGamide was reacted with aromatic amines (Table 3, 2l
and 2m).

Table 1. Optimization of the reaction conditions.[a]

Entry Solvent Time [h] Yield [%][b]

1 H2O 20 13
2 t-BuOH 20 16
3 n-C6H11OH 20 10
4 butanone 20 49
5 CH3CN 20 28
6 DMSO 20 23
7 benzene 20 57
8 PhMe 20 84
9 o-xylene 20 60
10 m-xylene 20 66
11 p-xylene 20 98
12 mesitylene 20 63
13 p-xylene 10 97
14 p-xylene 8 98
15 p-xylene 6 83
16[c] p-xylene 8 84
17[d] p-xylene 8 87

[a] Benzamide (1 mmol), benzylamine (lmmol), catalyst
(15 mol%), solvent (1 mL), in a sealed tube.

[b] Determined by GC.
[c] Temperature: 120 8C.
[d] In air.
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It is noteworthy to emphasize that the transamida-
tion of aliphatic amides with amines could be realized
under milder conditions: at 80 8C for 1 h. Under these
conditions, aliphatic amides including formamide,
acetamide and trifluoroacetamide reacted with a varie-
ty of benzylic, aromatic, and heterocyclic amines to

form the corresponding products in moderate to ex-
cellent yields (53–98%) (Table 4).

Phthalimide, a common potential precursor of pes-
ticides, dyestuffs, medicinal and many other fine
chemicals, is widely used in organic synthesis. Thus
we examined the benzoic acid-catalyzed transamida-

Table 2. The transamidation of benzene aromatic amides with amines.[a]

[a] Isolated yields of 1 based on amide are shown.

Table 3. The transamidation of heterocyclic amides with amines.[a]

[a] Isolated yields of 2 based on amide are shown.
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tion of phthalimide with various primary amines
(Table 5). To our delight, phthalimide showed a high
activity in this reaction system. Good to excellent
yields (80–98%) were obtained from the reaction of
phthalimide with primary amines such as benzyl-ACHTUNGTRENNUNGamine, amphetamine, 1-phenylethanamine, ethanol-ACHTUNGTRENNUNGamine, octylamine and cyclohexylamine.

To further extend the scope of the protocol, the
benzoic acid-catalyzed transamidations of ureas were
examined with various amines. The transamidation of
ureas needed copper as catalyst in previous docu-
ments.[17] Fortunately, all types of substituted ureas
could be reacted with aromatic amines in good to ex-
cellent yields with our developed protocol (Table 6).
In general, the transamidation of ureas with aniline
and benzene-1,2-diamine gave the corresponding
target products in excellent yields (Table 6, entries 1
and 2, 5a and 5b). Interestingly, the reaction of 1-eth-

ylurea and aniline or 4-toluidine gave diphenyl or 1,3-
bis ACHTUNGTRENNUNG(p-tolyl)urea exclusively by replacing the ethyl
group with the phenyl or tolyl group (Table 6, en-
tries 3 and 4, 5a and 5c). The reaction of 1-phenylurea
and aniline resulted in diphenylurea in 96% yield. In
contrast, the reaction of 1-phenylurea and 4-toluidine
gave 1-phenyl-3-(p-tolyl)urea as the only product
(Table 6, entries 5 and 6, 5a, and 5d).

Finally, our study was focused on the reaction of
thioamide with various amines. To the best of our
knowledge, there are no reports about the transami-
dation of aromatic thioamide with amines in previous
documents. Due to the high stability of the thioamide,
the reaction time was extended to 36 h (Table 7). It
was observed that moderate yields (50–61%) of the
corresponding products were obtained when the sub-
stituents on the phenyl ring are fluoro, chloro or me-
thoxy groups.

We were excited to find that the current method
had a very good selectivity (Scheme 2). The transami-
dation of benzamide with 3-aminobenzylamine and
tryptamine gave, respectively, 7a and 7b as the only
products. So the developed method has the potential
to be applied for the selective protection of the amino
group.

In order to elucidate the mechanism, some control
experiments were carried out and the results are pre-
sented in Scheme 3. First, we collected the gas of Eq.
(1). Then, we observed a dark blue precipitate when
the gas was passed into a saturated aqueous solution
of CuSO4 which identified that NH3 was formed in
Eq. (1). Then the secondary and tertiary amides were
employed to react with benzylamine and only 1a was
obtained which indicated that the C�N bond of the
amides was broken [Eqs. (2) and (3)]. The yield of
the target product decreased obviously with methyl
benzoate instead of benzoic acid as the catalyst [Eq.
(4)]. According the results of Eq. (4) and Allen�s

Table 4. The transamidation of aliphatic amides with amines.[a]

[a] Isolated yields of 3 based on amide are shown.

Table 5. The transamidation of phthalimide with amines.[a]

[a] Isolated yields of 4 based on amide are shown.
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report,[23] we speculated that the hydrogen atom of
the�COOH group is important for efficient transami-
dations. Additionally, the conglomerate of benzyl-ACHTUNGTRENNUNGamine and benzoic acid was found in this reaction
system. Furthermore, 8a could react with the benz-ACHTUNGTRENNUNGamide to form the target product in moderate yield
[Eqs. (5) and (6)]. So we speculated that 8a is the in-
termediate of the reaction.

Based on the above results and previous literature
reports,[23,24,26] a tentative mechanism was proposed as
shown in Scheme 4. Firstly, the reaction is started by
a proton transfer from benzoic acid to the amine to
generate ammonium salt A. Then amide attacks am-
monium salt A to form the target product, NH3 is re-
leased and simultaneously the benzoic acid is regener-
ated. Compared with the pathway I, another pathway
is possible, because under the aforementioned condi-
tions the reaction of 8a with benzamide gave only 1a
in 72% isolated yield which is much lower than the
real yield (92%). Simultaneously, Allen[23] and
Nguyen[24] have verified that the transamidation of
amides with amines could proceed smoothly under
the influence of hydrogen bonding. So, we think the
hydrogen bond of the benzoic acid to the amide
through a two-point contact could happen in this re-

Table 6. The transamidation of ureas with amines.[a]

[a] Isolated yields of 5 based on amide are shown.
[b] Urea (1 mmol), amine (2 mmol).

Table 7. The transamidation of thioamide with amines.[a]

[a] Isolated yields of 6 based on amide are shown.
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action system. In pathway II, the reaction is started
by intermolecular hydrogen bonds between benzoic
acid and amide to generate the intermediate B. Then
amine attacks the intermediate B, generating the
target product and NH3.

In conclusion, we have developed an efficient and
simple method for the transamidation of carbox-ACHTUNGTRENNUNGamides, phthalimide, ureas and thioamide with amines
catalyzed by commercially available benzoic acid
under metal-free conditions. Compared to known cat-
alysts, benzoic acid is inexpensive, effective, and read-
ily available. Due to the mild reaction conditions,
wide range of substrates, good to excellent yields and
an easy work-up procedure, the present protocol has
the potential to be widely applied.

Scheme 2. The experiments on selectivity.

Scheme 3. The control experiments.

Scheme 4. The possible reaction mechanism.
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Experimental Section

General Procedure

Amide (1 mmol) and benzoic acid (18.3 mg, 0.15 mmol)
were added to a 25-mL Schlenk tube equipped with a mag-
neton. The Schlenk tube was purged with argon three times
and was charged with amine (1.0 mmol) and p-xylene
(1.0 mL) by syringe. The reaction mixture was stirred at
130 8C for 8 h. After cooling to room temperature, the re-
sulting solution mixture was diluted by ethyl acetate
(10 mL). The reaction mixture was purified by column chro-
matography on silica gel to give the desired product.

Acknowledgements

We gratefully acknowledge financial support from the Na-
tional Natural Science Foundation of China (No. 21272050,
21072040) and the Program for New Century Excellent Tal-
ents in University of the Chinese Ministry of Education
(NCET-11-0627).

References

[1] a) D. Whitford, Proteins: Structure and Function Wiley,
New York, 2005 ; b) N. Sewald, H.-D. Jakubke, Pep-
tides: Chemistry and Biology Wiley, New York, 2009 ;
c) V. R. Pattabiraman, J. W. Bode, Nature 2011, 480,
471–479; d) L. Baibaut, N. Ollivier, O. Melnyk, Chem.
Soc. Rev. 2012, 41, 7001–7015; e) J.-S. Zheng, S. Tang,
Y.-C. Huang, L. Liu, Acc. Chem. Res. 2013, 46, 2475–
2484.

[2] J. S. Carey, D. Laffan, C. Thomson, M. T. Williams,
Org. Biomol. Chem. 2006, 4, 2337–2347.

[3] A. K. Ghose, V. N. Viswanadhan, J. J. Wendoloski, J.
Comb. Chem. 1999, 1, 55–68.

[4] P. P. Kung, B. W. Huang, G. Zhang, J. Z. Zhou, J. Wang,
J. A. Digits, J. Skaptason, S. Yamazaki, D. Neul, M.
Zientek, J. Elleraas, P. Mehta, M. J. Yin, M. J. Hickey,
K. S. Gajiwala, C. Rodgers, J. F. Davies, M. R. Gehring,
J. Med. Chem. 2010, 53, 499–503.

[5] E. Armelin, L. Franco, A. R. Galan, J. Puiggali, Macro-
mol. Chem. Phys. 2002, 203, 48–58.

[6] M. A. Glomb, C. Pfahler, J. Biol. Chem. 2001, 276,
41638–47647.

[7] a) K. Ishihara, S. Ohara, H. Yamamoto, J. Org. Chem.
1996, 61, 4196–4197; b) K. Arnold, B. Davies, D. Her-
ault, A. Whiting, Angew. Chem. 2008, 120, 2713–2716;
Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2008, 47, 2673–2676; c) H. Char-
ville, D. Jackson, G. Hodges, A. Whiting, Chem.
Commun. 2010, 46, 1813–1823; d) S. D. Roughley,
A. M. Jordan, J. Med. Chem. 2011, 54, 3451–3479;
e) G.-M. Fang, Y.-M. Li, F. Shen, Y.-C. Huang, J.-B. Li,
Y. Lin, H.-K. Cui, L. Liu, Angew. Chem. 2011, 123,
7787–7791; Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2011, 50, 7645–7649;
f) C. L. Allen, R. A. Chhatwal, J. M. J. Williams, Chem.
Commun. 2012, 48, 666–668.

[8] a) B. C. Ranu, P. Dutta, Synth. Commun. 2003, 33, 297–
301; b) R. Arora, S. Paul, R. Gupta, Can. J. Chem.

2005, 83, 1137–1140; c) C. Han, J. P. Lee, E. Lobkovsky,
J. A. Porco, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2005, 127, 10039–10044.

[9] a) W. J. Yoo, C. J. Li, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2006, 128,
13064–13065; b) J. W. Bode, S. S. Sohn, J. Am. Chem.
Soc. 2007, 129, 13798–13799; c) S. C. Ghosh, J. S. Y.
Ngiam, A. M. Seayad, D. H. Tuan, C. L. L. Chai, A.
Chen, J. Org. Chem. 2012, 77, 8007–8015; d) C. Qian,
X. Zhang, Y. Zhang, Q. Shen, J. Organomet. Chem.
2010, 695, 747–752.

[10] a) C. Gunanathan, Y. Ben-David, D. Milstein, Science
2007, 317, 790–792; b) L. U. Nordstrøm, H. Vogt, R.
Madsen, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2008, 130, 17672–17673;
c) K. Yamaguchi, H. Kobayashi, T. Oishi, N. Mizuno,
Angew. Chem. 2012, 124, 577–577; Angew. Chem. Int.
Ed. 2012, 51, 559–562.

[11] a) M. Kim, J. Lee, H.-Y. Lee, S. Chang, Adv. Synth.
Catal. 2009, 351, 1807–1812; b) D. Gnanamgari, R. H.
Crabtree, Organometallics 2009, 28, 922–924; c) N. A.
Owston, A. J. Parker, J. M. J. Williams, Org. Lett. 2007,
9, 73–75; d) C. L. Allen, C. Burel, J. M. J. Williams, Tet-
rahedron Lett. 2010, 51, 2724–2726.

[12] A. Goto, K. Endo, S. Saito, Angew. Chem. 2008, 120,
3663–3665; Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2008, 47, 3607–3609.

[13] a) S. I. Lee, S. U. Son, Y. K. Chung, Chem. Commun.
2002, 12, 1310–1311; b) K. Hosoi, K. Nozaki, T.
Hiyama, Org. Lett. 2002, 4, 2849–2851; c) J. R. Marti-
nelli, T. P. Clark, D. A. Watson, R. H. Munday, S. L.
Buchwald, Angew. Chem. 2007, 119, 8612–8615;
Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2007, 46, 8460–8463; d) S.-M.
Lu, H. Alper, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2008, 130, 6451–6455.

[14] a) S. Cho, E. Yoo, I. Bae, S. Chang, J. Am. Chem. Soc.
2005, 127, 16046–16047; b) Z.-W. Chen, H.-F. Jiang, X.-
Y. Pan, Z.-J. He, Tetrahedron 2011, 67, 5920–5924;
c) W. Ye, J. Mo, T. Zhao, B. Xu, Chem. Commun. 2009,
45, 3246–3248.

[15] a) M. E. Smith, H. Adkins, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1938, 60,
657–663; b) L. F. Beste, R. C. Houtz, J. Polym. Sci.
1952, 8, 395–407; c) I. K. Miller, J. Polym. Sci. Part A
1976, 14, 1403–1417.

[16] E. Bon, D. C. H. Bigg, G. Bertrand, J. Org. Chem. 1994,
59, 4035–4036.

[17] M. Zhang, S. Imm, S. Bahn, L. Neubert, H. Neumann,
M. Beller, Angew. Chem. 2012, 124, 3971–3975; Angew.
Chem. Int. Ed. 2012, 51, 3905–3909.

[18] T. A. Dineen, M. A. Zajac, A. G. Myers, J. Am. Chem.
Soc. 2006, 128, 16406–16409.

[19] S. P. Pathare, A. K. H. Jain, K. G. Akamanchi, RSC
Adv. 2013, 3, 7697–7703.

[20] M. Tamura, T. Tonomura, K.-i. Shimizu, A. Satsuma,
Green Chem. 2012, 14, 717–724.

[21] a) S. E. Eldred, D. A. Stone, S. H. Gellman, S. S. Stahl,
J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2003, 125, 3422–3423; b) D. A. Kis-
sounko, J. M. Hoerter, L. A. Guzei, Q. Cui, S. H. Gell-
man, S. S. Stahl, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2007, 129, 1776–
1783; c) J. M. Hoerter, K. M. Otte, S. H. Gellman, Q.
Cui, S. S. Stahl, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2008, 130, 647–654;
d) N. A. Stephenson, J. Zhu, S. H. Gellman, S. S. Stahl,
J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2009, 131, 10003–10008.

[22] B. N. Atkinson, A. R. Chhatwal, H. V. Lomax, J. W.
Walton, J. M. J. Williams, Chem. Commun. 2012, 48,
11626–11628.

Adv. Synth. Catal. 0000, 000, 0 – 0 � 2014 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim asc.wiley-vch.de 7

These are not the final page numbers! ��

COMMUNICATIONS Benzoic Acid-Catalyzed Transamidation Reactions

http://asc.wiley-vch.de


[23] C. L. Allen, B. N. Atkinson, J. M. J. Williams, Angew.
Chem. 2012, 124, 1412–1415; Angew. Chem. Int. Ed.
2012, 51, 1383–1386.

[24] T. B. Nguyen, J. Sorres, M. Q. Tran, L. Ermolenko, A.
Al-Mourabit, Org. Lett. 2012, 14, 3202–3205.

[25] S. N. Rao, D. C. Mohan, S. Adimurthy, Org. Lett. 2013,
15, 1496–1499.

[26] R. Vanjari, B. K. Allam, K. N. Singh, RSC Adv. 2013, 3,
1691–1694.

[27] M. J. Schlatter, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1942, 64, 2722.
[28] For the process of catalyst optimization, please see

Table I of the Supporting Information.

8 asc.wiley-vch.de � 2014 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim Adv. Synth. Catal. 0000, 000, 0 – 0

�� These are not the final page numbers!

COMMUNICATIONSJi-Wei Wu et al.

http://asc.wiley-vch.de


COMMUNICATIONS

9Benzoic Acid-Catalyzed Transamidation Reactions of
Carboxamides, Phthalimide, Ureas and Thioamide with
Amines

Adv. Synth. Catal. 2014, 356, 1 – 9

Ji-Wei Wu, Ya-Dong Wu, Jian-Jun Dai,* Hua-Jian Xu*

Adv. Synth. Catal. 0000, 000, 0 – 0 � 2014 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim asc.wiley-vch.de 9

These are not the final page numbers! ��

http://asc.wiley-vch.de

