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ABSTRACT: Enynes are versatile building blocks in organic
synthesis. A copper-catalyzed Hiyama-type cross-coupling of
vinylsiloxanes with bromoalkynes is presented. This mild and
efficient method led to the formation of various sensitive
enynes. The use of cis, trans, and 1,1′-disubstituted vinyl-
siloxanes was allowed, and full retention of stereochemistry was observed. Sensitive groups such as halides, unsaturated ketones,
and aldehydes were fully tolerated.

Silicon-based cross-coupling reactions are extremely power-
ful tools for the introduction of new C−C bonds in

complex organic frameworks.1 The ready availability, low cost,
and high chemical stability of silylated molecules led to the
development of several palladium-based cross-couplings.2 The
well-known Hiyama3 and Hiyama−Denmark4 reactions are
indeed now widely used in organic synthesis. More recently,
copper-based vinylsilane transformations started to emerge.
Takeda et al.’s work regarding the formation of vinylcopper(I)
species via Brook-like silyl migrations5 proved the feasibility of
such alternative methods. Enantioselective transfers of vinyl-
silanes to aldehydes6 and unsaturated ketones7 were proposed
by Shibasaki and Hoveyda respectively, by the use of chiral
copper(I) complexes. Aryl and heteroaryl silanes could be
coupled with aryl and heteroaryl iodides in a copper-catalyzed
reaction, as recently shown by Giri et al.8

Enynes are conjugated alkynes with high importance in
organic chemistry and synthesis.9 This ubiquitous building
block is present in natural products, pharmacologically active
molecules, agrochemicals, and materials for optics and
electronics. The most common way to access enynes relies
on the palladium-catalyzed Sonogashira reaction10 and is based
on a nucleophilic alkyne coupled with an electrophilic vinyl
moiety. Although scarcely developed, a complementary
approach relies on the use of nucleophilic vinyl moieties and
electrophilic alkynes.11

Our group recently published a mild and efficient copper-
catalyzed method to synthesize 1,4-dienes from vinylsilox-
anes.12 These first encouraging results led us to extend this
method toward the synthesis of enynes. Herein is described a
very mild ligandless copper-catalyzed cross-coupling of readily
available vinylsiloxanes13−15 and bromoalkynes. This umpo-
lung-type of approach compared to the classic Sonogashira
reaction uses TBAT (tetrabutylammonium difluorotriphenyl-
silicate) as an activating agent and uses a low catalyst loading.
We started our experiments using similar conditions as

reported in our allylation procedure. The transformation of
vinylsiloxane 1a into enyne 2a was studied in acetonitrile, using

2.5 equiv of TBAT as the activating agent (Table 1). To our
surprise, our first trial using 10% of Cu(MeCN)4PF6 as a

catalyst during 16 h at room temperature led to an impressive
93% isolated yield (entry 1). The reaction was pushed to
completion by gently heating the solution to 40 °C (entry 2).
Reducing the catalytic loading to 5% of copper(I) led to an

almost quantitative 97% yield (entry 3). Reducing the loading
to 2% started to have a negative impact on the reactivity (entry
4), resulting in an incomplete reaction. The absence of
copper(I) led to no conversion at all (entry 5). Other activating
agents were screened, only to show that TBAT was the only
one able to promote the reaction with high yields.16 Although
not particularly atom economic, TBAT is transformed into
Ph3SiOEt upon reaction. Ph3SiOEt can be easily recovered and
transformed into TBAT again,17 meaning an overall loss of
nBu4NF (TBAF).
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Table 1. Initial Optimization for the Coupling of 1a with
(Bromoethynyl)benzenea

entry CuI salt reaction time/temp yield (%)b

1 Cu(MeCN)4PF6 (10%) 16 h/rt 93
2 Cu(MeCN)4PF6 (10%) 16 h/40 °C 96
3 Cu(MeCN)4PF6 (5%) 16 h/40 °C 97
4 Cu(MeCN)4PF6 (2%) 16 h/40 °C 91
5 / 16 h/40 °C /

aReactions were run on a 0.2 mmol scale in 1 mL of acetonitrile.
bYield of the isolated product.
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With optimal conditions in hands, the functional group
compatibility of the vinylsiloxane reagent was then evaluated
(Scheme 1).

Nitrogen-containing enynes such as tosylamine 2b and
phthalimide 2c were synthesized in excellent yields. Diethyl
malonate 2d was tolerated with an almost quantitative yield,
regardless of its hindrance and coordinating ability. The
presence of leaving groups on the nucleophilic precursor was
evaluated with ester 2e and chloride 2f which both gave
excellent yields. 1,1′-Disubstituted enynes are known to be
relatively tedious to synthesize.18 α-Vinylsiloxanes were
synthesized according to the Trost and Ball method14 with
good α/β selectivities, ranging from 84:16 to 92:8.19 The
mixtures of isomers were coupled to give the corresponding
enynes with full retention of stereo- and regiochemistry. Benzyl
2g and benzoyl 2h were indeed obtained in good yields.
Furthermore, nucleophile sensitive functions such as aldehydes
were fully tolerated and 2i was obtained in 92% yield,
emphasizing the very mild nature of this reaction.
The electrophile scope was also evaluated by varying the

alkyne moiety (Scheme 2). β-(E)-Vinylsiloxane 1a was
employed as a robust model during the whole screening.
Alkane chains attached to the alkyne gave very good yields, as
shown by 3a and 3b. The reduced reactivity of electron-rich
bromoalkynes was not a problem, p-OMe 3c being obtained in
89% yield. On the other hand, electron-poor alkynes such as 3d
and 3e, known to be poorly reactive substrates in the

Sonogashira reaction,20 only gave moderate yields. It appears
that the starting bromoalkynes were not stable enough in the
reaction media, leading to a prompt degradation. No addition
of the vinylsiloxane to the carbonyl was observed in any case.
Polyenes structures could be synthesized in good yields,
according to 3f. This kind of pattern is present in several
natural products21 and could eventually lead to very interesting
(E)-(Z)-(E)-conjugated alkenes22 by a (Z)-selective reduction
of the triple bond. While difficult to obtain by conventional
palladium-catalyzed reactions, bromide 3g was synthesized
quantitatively. The presence of a leaving group close to the
reactive center of the electrophile was also tolerated, as shown
by 3h.
The synthesis of (Z)-alkenes remains a constant challenge in

organic chemistry. β-(Z)-Vinylsiloxane (Z)-4 was obtained
straightforwardly from phenylacetylene with excellent selectiv-
ity using the Faller et al. method (Scheme 3).15 Electron-rich

(Z)-5a was formed in 85% yield, with full retention of the
stereochemistry. The more challenging bromide (Z)-5b was
also obtained in a quantitative yield. Such a compound would
be hard to synthesize by other means and can be further
functionalized to reach much more valuable compounds.
One of the advantages of using vinylsilanes as nucleophilic

precursors is the large choice of very efficient hydrosilylation
catalysts, leading to a large range of isomers. In order to

Scheme 1. Evaluation of the Compatibility of Various
Vinylsiloxanes and (Bromoethynyl)Benzenea

aIsolated yields are given in parentheses.

Scheme 2. Electrophile Scope Using Model Vinylsiloxane
1aa

aIsolated yields are given in parentheses.

Scheme 3. Synthesis of (Z)-Enynesa

aIsolated yields are given in parentheses.
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illustrate this point, internal alkyne 6 was used to propose a
stereodivergent synthesis of trisubstituted enynes (Scheme 4).
(Z)-7 was obtained by the method of Trost and Ball,14 with an
α/β selectivity of 80:20. The isomers could not be separated,
and the mixture was coupled with (bromoethynyl)benzene
under our optimal conditions. Trisubstituted enyne (Z)-8 was
obtained with the same ratio of isomers in excellent yield.
Vinylsiloxane (E)-7 was synthesized using an N-heterocyclic
platinum(0) carbene catalyst13 with an α/β selectivity of 80:20.
The isomers could be separated, and pure (E)-7 was coupled
under the same conditions as before. (E)-8 was obtained almost
quantitatively with full retention of stereochemistry. Although
being known to be quite sensitive toward organocopper species,
no addition onto the electron-deficient double bond was ever
observed.
In conclusion, a mild and efficient copper-catalyzed cross-

coupling of vinylsiloxanes with bromoalkynes was presented.
Various cis, trans, and 1,1′-disubstituted vinylsiloxanes were
transformed into enynes with full retention of stereochemistry.
The presence of sensitive groups such as bromides, ketones,
and aldehydes were fully tolerated, emphasizing the very soft
nature of the reaction. Finally, a stereodivergent synthesis of
trisubstituted enynes was proposed, using different hydro-
silylation metal catalysts. Further studies concerning copper-
catalyzed transformations of vinylsilanes are underway and will
be reported in due time.
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