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CHRISTIANITY AND JUDAISM IN ANTIQUITY 

“ This wonderful volume shows us the Psalms as a living and sacred text, forming and 
nurturing the individual and communal lives of early Christians. Each essay sheds light 
of a distinct hue on this complex reality until the whole is seen with a clarity not 
previously apparent. These rich essays explore the techniques of ancient interpretation, 
the theological underpinnings that allowed the Psalms to be seen as a God-given 
language for those being incorporated into Christ, and the social contexts that shaped 
the use and interpretation of the Psalms. Each is excellent; as a whole the collection  
is a rare gift.” —Lewis Ayres, Durham University

“ The editors of this volume have engaged a stellar cast of thoughtful scholars to add 
to the burgeoning retrieval of Christianity’s faithful devotion to the Psalter. The essays 
herein attest to the Psalter’s infinite fecundity to offer personal emotional support 
under pressured circumstances, a program for progress in the spiritual life, a map for 
ecclesiastical authority to lead the church, an opportunity to experience ‘the whole 
Christ,’ and much more. Each essay will repay the reader’s effort tenfold.”  
—Ellen T. Charry, Margaret W. Harmon Professor of Systematic Theology, Princeton 
Theological Seminary

“ This exceptional collection of essays brings the book of Psalms and its transformative 
role in early Christian lives into new focus. The distinguished scholars gathered in this 
volume illustrate how the Psalms animated the liturgical, devotional, and scholarly 
habits of early Christians. This singular book bequeathed a rich vocabulary to its 
readers and hearers, new ways of thinking about God and themselves, and ultimately 
the words with which to address God. The Harp of Prophecy provides a splendid 
introduction to the ways in which early Christians re-imagined the Psalms.”  
—Peter Martens, Saint Louis University
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