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One-pot synthesis of 2-(2-hydroxyaryl)quinolines: reductive
coupling reactions of 2�-hydroxy-2-nitrochalcones
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Abstract—A one-pot synthesis of novel 2-(2-hydroxyaryl)quinolines have been developed from the intramolecular reductive
coupling reactions of 2�-hydroxy-2-nitrochalcones, induced by stannous chloride in acidic medium (HCl/AcOH). In some cases
these transformations can be performed with ammonium formate/Pd–C in methanol.
© 2003 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

Quinolines are six-membered heterocyclic compounds
widely distributed in nature.1 Due to the interesting and
important biological properties and applications of
quinoline derivatives (such as pharmaceuticals, poly-
mers, cyanine dyes, antioxidants in the rubber industry
and fungicides) many syntheses are reported in the
literature for this type of compounds,2 however the
development of new and efficient methods for the
preparation of these important molecules still continues
to be an important and attractive area of research in
synthetic organic chemistry.3,4 In continuation of our
interest in heterocyclic molecules,5 we herein report a
simple and facile one-pot synthesis of novel 2-(2-
hydroxyaryl)quinolines 3 from 2�-hydroxy-2-nitro-chal-
cones 1.

In the last decade, the cyclisation of 2�-aminochalcones
has been stimulated since it originates 2-aryl-4-
quinolone derivatives2,6,7 which present important phar-
macological activities.7,8 More recently 2�-amino-
chalcones have been used in the preparation of 2-aryl-4-
chloro-N-formyl-1,2-dihydroquinolines from their cycli-
sation under Vilsmeier conditions.4 During our ongoing
research program on the synthesis of aminochalcones
and knowing that some quinolines can be made by
intramolecular reactions of amino with carbonyl
groups,9,10 we decided to study the reduction of 2�-
hydroxy-2-nitrochalcones 1. 2-Aryl-quinolines have
been obtained from palladium-catalysed coupling reac-

tions of allylic alcohols or acetylenic carbinols with
iodoanilines, from ruthenium-catalysed carbonylation
of 2-nitrochalcones and from reductive coupling reac-
tions of 2-nitrochalcones with low-valent titanium
reagent (TiCl4/Sm).9 Some of these known methods for
the synthesis of 2-arylquinolines have some disadvan-
tages such as harsh reaction conditions, laborious
work-up and low yields. To our best knowledge there
are no reports on the synthesis of 2-(2-hydroxy-
aryl)quinolines, which can be used as good bidentate
ligands in the complexation of transition metal ions.
Here we report the first synthesis of 2-(2-hydroxy-
aryl)quinolines 3a–d from the intramolecular reductive
coupling reactions of the corresponding 2�-hydroxy-2-
nitrochalcones 1a–d induced by stannous chloride in
hydrochloric acid and in some cases with ammonium
formate–Pd/C in methanol.

The treatment of 2�-hydroxy-2-nitrochalcones 1a–d with
an excess of hydrated stannous chloride in hydrochloric
acid led, after work-up, to the formation of two com-
pounds when starting with chalcones 1a,b and only one
in the case of chalcones 1c,d11 (revealed by TLC analy-
sis of the reaction mixture) (Scheme 1). The main
spectroscopic characteristics of the product obtained in
both cases are: (i) the presence of a hydroxyl group
involved in a strong hydrogen bond (�H 14.93–15.34
ppm in the 1H NMR spectra); (ii) the absence of double
bonds in a trans configuration, well established in the
1H NMR spectra of chalcones;12 (iii) the absence of
carbonyl groups in the 13C NMR spectra; and (iv)
molecular ions (M+� in the EIMS) corresponding to the
reduction of the nitro substituent into the amino group
and the loss of one water molecule. All these spectro-
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Scheme 1.

scopic data support the structure of novel 2-(2-hydroxy-
aryl)quinolines 3a–d.13 The second product obtained
when starting with chalcones 1a,b present similar spec-
troscopic features to those of 3a–d, but the hydroxyl
group involved in an hydrogen bond appear at lower
frequency values (�H 11.30–11.37 ppm in the 1H NMR
spectra) and the molecular ions (M+� in the EIMS)
presents more 16 u.m.a. These data are only compatible
with the structure of novel 2-(2-hydroxyaryl)quinoline-
N-oxides 2a,b.14

The results described above can be envisaged by the
reaction mechanism depicted in Scheme 2: One of the
intermediates in the reduction of 2-nitrochalcones 1 are
hydroxylamine derivatives 5.15 In the case of electron
donating substituents in the A ring (other than the OH
involved in the intramolecular hydrogen bond) the
reduction of these hydroxylamine derivatives 5c,d into
the 2-aminochalcones 4c,d is favoured and followed by
their acid-catalysed cyclodehydration into quinolines

3c,d. In the case of starting with 4�-benzyloxy-2�-
hydroxy-2-nitro-chalcone 1d there also was the cleavage
of the benzyloxy group, due to the presence of hydro-
chloric acid, giving the 2-(2,4-dihydroxy-
phenyl)quinoline 3d.16 The reduction of intermediates
5a,b into the corresponding 2-amino-chalcones 4a,b is
probably slower and allowed the intramolecular attack
of the hydroxylamine to the carbonyl group yielding
intermediates 6a,b which can then be reduced to the
novel 2-(2-hydroxyaryl)quinoline-N-oxides 2a,b.

The treatment of 2�-hydroxy-2-nitrochalcones 1c,d with
ammonium formate and Pd/C in methanol at room
temperature for 3 h gave the corresponding aminochal-
cones 4c,d (Scheme 1).17,18 This means that in these
conditions only the reduction of the nitro substituents
occur; there was no reduction of the chalcone double
bond and the benzyloxy group was not cleaved. How-
ever, the treatment of 2�-hydroxy-2-nitrochalcones 1a,b
with ammonium formate and Pd/C in the same condi-

Scheme 2.
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tions yielded a mixture 2-(2-hydroxyaryl)quinolines
3a,b (33–37%) and 2-(2-hydroxyaryl)quinoline-N-oxides
2a,b (36–39%). These results confirm our hypothesis on
the formation of quinoline-N-oxides 2a,b in the reduc-
tion of nitrochalcones 1a,b. The reduction of hydroxyl-
amine derivatives 5a,b is very slow, allowing the forma-
tion of intermediates 6a,b and their reduction to quino-
line-N-oxides 2a,b, which can be reduced in these
reaction conditions to the corresponding quinolines
3a,b. This fact was confirmed by performing the reduc-
tion of quinoline-N-oxides 2a,b into quinolines 3a,b
with ammonium formate and Pd/C in methanol at
room temperature.

In conclusion we established a new one-pot synthesis of
novel 2-(2-hydroxyaryl)quinolines from intramolecular
reductive coupling reactions of 2�-hydroxy-2-nitro-chal-
cones. The application of this approach to the synthesis
of other 2-arylquinolines in ongoing and will be
reported in due course.
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