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ABSTRACT: Reactions of the nickel(0) compound NiL4 (L = PPh3)
with alkyl halides RX involve initial inner-sphere halogen atom abstraction
from the alkyl halides to form alkyl radicals R· and halonickel(I)
metalloradical species NiX(PPh3)2,3. The radical pairs then undergo
combination within the solvent cage to give the square planar nickel(II)
compounds NiRX(PPh3)2. Radical intermediacy is demonstrated
persuasively by observations that the relative rates vary in the orders
tert-butyl > sec-butyl > n-butyl and RI > RBr > RCl, while density
functional theory calculations indicate that the radical mechanism
provides a lower energy pathway than do alternative, more conventional
pathways. The product of the reaction of Ni(PPh3)4 with methyl iodide,
NiMeI(PPh3)2, decomposes in solution to ethane and NiI(PPh3)2,3, but when RX = EtI, n-BuI, sec-BuI, tert-BuI, the alkyl-nickel
products undergo rapid β-hydrogen elimination to give the hydride NiHI(PPh3)2 plus the corresponding alkene(s). Reactions
also occur in which a portion of the alkyl radicals diffuses from the solvent cage and abstracts hydrogen from NiHI(PPh3)2 to
form alkanes RH and Ni(I) species NiI(PPh3)2. As a result, NiHI(PPh3)2 is invariably a minor product while the major products
are alkanes RH, alkenes R−H, and NiI(PPh3)2. Hydride NiHI(PPh3)2 is found to decompose to H2 and NiI(PPh3)2 but is
stable at low temperatures where it exhibits unusual NMR behavior because of exchange involving free PPh3 and the bis- and
trisphosphine species, NiHI(PPh3)2 and NiHI(PPh3)3. Present in all of the reactions are paramagnetic, substitution-labile Ni(I)
metalloradical species. As a result, resonances of PPh3, ethylene, and the smaller iodoalkenes are generally broad and shifted
because of exchange between free and coordinated ligands.

■ INTRODUCTION

There has in recent years been considerable interest in the
utilization of nickel compounds for the catalysis of cross-
coupling of alkyl and aryl halides.1 Driving this interest in part
have been findings that cross-coupling reactions of secondary
alkyl halides can be accomplished, including enantioselective
reactions when appropriate ligands are utilized.1 In related
work, we have recently reported a catalytic and mechanistic
investigation of the easily synthesized Ni(0) compound
Ni(PPh3)4 which we find to be a very effective catalyst for
representative Suzuki−Miyaura cross-coupling reactions of aryl
halides with phenylboronic acid.2a The mechanism is believed
to involve a conventional catalytic cycle of the type pictured in
Scheme 1.
Ni(PPh3)4 was also found to be a very good catalyst for

representative Heck−Mizoroki cross-coupling reactions such
as those of aryl halides with styrene.2a

A complementary NMR study2a of the oxidative addition
reaction of chlorobenzene to Ni(PPh3)4 found that the
putative diamagnetic intermediate trans-NiPhCl(PPh3)2
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Scheme 1. Conventional, Generic Two-Electron Ni(0)−
Ni(II) Catalytic Cycle for Many Types of Cross-Coupling
Reactions
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forms quickly and virtually quantitatively even at room
temperature but that it decomposes surprisingly readily in
the absence of free PPh3 to biphenyl and NiCl(PPh3)3 (eq 1).
This reaction involves PPh3 dissociation and formation of a
dinuclear intermediate such as Ni2Ph2Cl(PPh3)3(μ-Cl).

trans2 NiPhCl(PPh ) 2NiCl(PPh ) Ph3 2 3 2 2‐ → + (1)

The paramagnetic Ni(I) compounds NiCl(PPh3)2,3, as well
as bromo and iodo analogues, were characterized for the first
time by NMR spectroscopy. Their 1H NMR spectra exhibit
broad meta and para resonances at δ 9−11 and 3−4,
respectively, and very broad ortho resonances at δ 4−6.2a
These chemical shifts are quite different from those of
diamagnetic complexes of PPh3, are very useful for detecting
even low concentrations of Ni(I) species in solution, and have
been utilized in this way in this work.
We have also found that simple alkyl halides react readily

with Ni(PPh3)4, as indicated by rapid color changes, but that
they do not partake in the types of cross-coupling processes
observed for aryl halides. This was intriguing given the fact that
nickel-based catalyst systems frequently do effect cross-
coupling of alkyl halides,1 and we have therefore carried out
an NMR study to ascertain just how Ni(PPh3)4 does interact
with various types of alkyl halides. We have found,
interestingly, that Ni(PPh3)4 reacts readily below 250 K with
methyl and ethyl iodides and with n-, sec-, and tert-butyl
iodides and that most, if not all, of the reactions proceed via
radical mechanisms. Although oxidative addition of alkyl/aryl
halides to Ni(0) species is frequently assumed as a key step in
many cross-coupling processes,1,2a focused mechanistic studies
of such oxidative addition reactions have only been notable for
their rarity in the recent past.3

Finally, we also propose a non-conventional, two-electron
but radical-based Ni(0)−Ni(II) catalytic cycle for cross-
coupling reactions as an alternative to currently popular
catalytic cycles involving Ni(I) species.

■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Nature of the Experiments Carried Out. The Ni(0)
compound Ni(PPh3)4 was prepared as previously described,
via reduction of NiCl2(PPh3)2 by zinc powder in the presence
of excess PPh3 in DMF.2a The room temperature 1H NMR
spectrum (toluene-d8) exhibits broad phenyl resonances at δ
7.34 and 6.93 but slowed exchange processes result in complex
phenyl multiplets at 200 K.2a A single resonance is observed at
δ ∼24 in the 31P NMR spectrum (toluene-d8) at room
temperature, broadened by rapid dissociative exchange, while
the spectrum at 200 K exhibits broad resonances at δ ∼−8 and
∼25, attributed to free PPh3 and Ni(PPh3)3, respectively.
As in our previous publication,2a where we carried out an

NMR investigation to better understand the reactions of
Ni(PPh3)4 with halobenzenes, we describe here a similar NMR
investigation of reactions of Ni(PPh3)4 with alkyl halides. Our
initial experiments involved room temperature reactions of
Ni(PPh3)4 with tert-butyl chloride, bromide, and iodide in
addition to methyl, ethyl, n-butyl, and sec-butyl iodides. In all
cases, the colors of the solutions changed rapidly from a deep
red-brown to yellow, and complex 1H NMR spectra were
observed (as discussed below). Since it was clear that all of the
reactions had already run their course by the time initial
spectra were run, we adopted an experimental protocol in
which the reactions were begun at ∼200 K. We hoped to be

able to detect species not otherwise evident, and in this
endeavor we were at least partially successful.
In typical experiments, NMR samples were prepared by

adding an aliquot of an organic halide to an NMR tube
containing a deep red-brown solution of Ni(PPh3)4 in toluene-
d8 cooled to 195 K. The tubes were then placed in the probe of
a 600 MHz NMR spectrometer, precooled to 200 K or lower,
and spectra were run at 200, 225, 250, 275, and 300 K. In each
case, the temperature was allowed to equilibrate before a new
spectrum was obtained, normally 10−15 min. However, in
many cases 1D 31P NMR spectra and 2D COSY and 1H−31P
HMBC spectra were also run after thermal equilibrium had
been reached and thus the time between 1H spectra varied.
Common to all spectra, unless obscured by solute PPh3

resonances, were the resonances of the residual protons of the
solvent, toluene-d8, at δ 2.09 (−CHD2) and δ 6.98, 7.02, and
7.10 (−C6HD4); the resonance at δ 2.09 was utilized as
internal chemical shift standard in all spectra. Note also that
paramagnetic Ni(I) species were generated in all of the
reactions investigated here and that, as a consequence, all
resonances were broadened, especially at lower temperatures.
As a result, J couplings are rarely resolved and integrations are
sometimes problematic because of overlap.

Reaction of Methyl Iodide with Ni(PPh3)4. Addition of MeI
to a deep red-brown solution of Ni(PPh3)4 at 200 K resulted in
the solution becoming cloudy and its color becoming paler.
Presented in Figure 1 is a stacked plot showing 1H NMR

spectra for a reaction of Ni(PPh3)4 with a excess of MeI, run at
200, 225, 250, 275, and 300 K in that order at time intervals of
20−45 min. To facilitate discussion, full spectra are shown in
the Supporting Information, Figure S1a−e, the corresponding
31P NMR spectra in Figure S1f−j.
The 1H NMR spectrum at 200 K exhibits strong resonances

of the diamagnetic Ni(PPh3)4 and weak PPh3 resonances of a
Ni(I) species at δ 10.7 and 3.4, but no resonances of methane

Figure 1. Stacked plot showing 1H NMR spectra of reaction of
Ni(PPh3)4 with excess MeI; * = unreacted MeI, # = ethane, † =
NiMeI(PPh3)2.
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or ethane.4 There is, however, a weak resonance identified
tentatively on the basis of its negative chemical shift5a,b (δ
−0.04) as NiMeI(PPh3)2, and thus one or more reactions had
already begun. This conclusion was confirmed by a 31P NMR
spectrum which exhibited a strong, broad resonance of
Ni(PPh3)n at δ 25−27, a medium-intensity, broad resonance
of PPh3 at δ −7.43 and a medium-intensity, sharp resonance at
δ 32.21 which we tentatively attribute to the above-mentioned
NiMeI(PPh3)2 on the basis of a correlation in a 1H−31P
HMBC experiment. No resonances at 200 K or at the other
temperatures could be attributed to the methyltriphenylphos-
phonium iodide, which forms but is insoluble in toluene and
was the cause of the cloudiness mentioned above.
The 1H NMR spectrum at 225 K is similar to that at 200 K,

although the Ni(I) resonances are stronger and have shifted to
δ 10.16 and 3.93; a weak ethane resonance is observed at δ
0.86,4 although again there is no resonance at δ 0.17 which can
be attributed to methane.4 A medium intensity resonance at δ
−0.08 is attributed to NiMeI(PPh3)2 as is a

31P resonance at δ
31.3 (1H−31P HMBC). The 31P NMR spectrum also exhibits
an extremely broad band centered at δ ∼22 but no resonance
of free PPh3, presumably because of exchange with para-
magnetic Ni(I) species.2a

The nickel(0) compound Ni(PPh3)4 had completely reacted
by 250 K, and its 1H NMR resonances are replaced by a broad
swath of PPh3 resonances of Ni(I) in the range δ 4.5−9.0. The
resonance of the starting MeI has by this point decreased
considerably and the resonance of ethane has increased
significantly in intensity. The 1H and 31P spectra now exhibit
relatively strong resonances of NiMeI(PPh3)2 at δ −0.11 and δ
30.5, respectively, the latter broader than before. The 31P
spectrum also exhibits an extremely broad band centered at δ
∼−5.
The 1H NMR spectrum at 275 K exhibits a weakened

methyl resonance of NiMeI(PPh3)2 at δ −0.13 in addition to
an ethane resonance at δ 0.83 and strong, broad resonances at
δ 8.13, 6.15, and 5.22. The latter are readily attributable to the
meta-, ortho-, and para-hydrogens of iodonickel(I) PPh3
species, the unusual chemical shifts and breadths of which
have been rationalized previously.2a The 31P NMR spectrum
exhibits a broad resonance at δ 29.8, attributed to NiMeI-
(PPh3)2 exchanging with inter alia free PPh3 and Ni(I)
species,2a but little else of note.
There was little change in the 1H NMR spectrum on going

to 300 K although further evidence for exchange processes are
apparent in the 31P NMR spectrum (Figure S1i). The methyl
resonance of NiMeI(PPh3)2 at δ −0.16 in the 1H NMR
spectrum had weakened considerably, giving way to an ethane
resonance at δ 0.82. The methyl compound thus is not
thermally stable under these experimental conditions but
apparently decomposes to ethane and NiI(PPh3)2 as in eq 2.

NiMeI(PPh ) 1/2C H NiI(PPh )3 2 2 6 3 2→ + (2)

This reaction resembles the decomposition of trans-NiPhCl-
(PPh3)2 to biphenyl and NiCl(PPh3)2, which proceeds via
PPh3 dissociation and formation of dinuclear intermediates.2a

Following this precedent, the mechanism of the reaction would
be as in Scheme 2.
An earlier study5c of the reaction of Ni(PPh3)4 with MeI in

benzene at higher temperatures revealed the presence of
methyltriphenylphosphonium iodide but not of the other
products noted here.

The resonances which we attribute to iodonickel(I) species
exhibit unusual behavior and, as very similar spectra are also
observed during reactions of Ni(PPh3)4 with other alkyl
iodides, the behavior of the Ni(I) resonances and the nature of
the Ni(I) species involved will be discussed below.

Reaction of Ethyl Iodide with Ni(PPh3)4. Presented in
Figure 2 is a stacked plot showing 1H NMR spectra for a

reaction of Ni(PPh3)4 with a small excess of ethyl iodide, run
at 200, 225, 250, 275, and 300 K in that order at time intervals
of 20−45 min. To facilitate discussion, full spectra are shown
in the Supporting Information, Figures S2a−e.
Spectra at 200 and 225 K in the phenyl region are rather

similar to the corresponding spectra of the MeI series, with
prominent resonances of Ni(PPh3)4 at both temperatures and
weaker Ni(I) peaks being observed at δ 10.70 (br), 3.90 (vbr),
and 1.37 (br) at 200 K, and at δ 10.18 (br), 3.92 (vbr), and
∼2.0 (br) at 225 K. A resonance of ethane4 is also observed
growing in at δ 0.92 and 0.87 at 200 and 225 K, respectively.
The spectra at 250, 275, and 300 K also resemble somewhat
their MeI counterparts, an exceedingly broad band of PPh3
resonances at 250 K giving way to well separated meta, ortho,
and para resonances of a Ni(I) species at the higher
temperatures. An ethane resonance is present in each spectrum
at δ 0.8−0.85, and an ethylene resonance is observed at δ 5.324
at 300 K.
Interestingly, in a separate experiment involving somewhat

different concentrations, the positions and line widths of the
ethylene resonance were found to be temperature-dependent,
as shown in Figure 3 where the contrast with the higher field
ethane resonance is striking.
In this sequence of spectra, the ethylene resonance broadens

and shifts from δ 5.31, which is already 0.06 ppm downfield

Scheme 2. Suggested Mode of Decomposition of
NiMeI(PPh3)2

Figure 2. Stacked plot showing 1H NMR spectra of a reaction of a
Ni(PPh3)4 with excess EtI; * = unreacted EtI, # = ethane, ‡ =
ethylene.
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from the position of free ethylene (δ 5.25), to δ 5.34. In
contrast, the resonance of ethane remains narrow and
unchanged at δ 0.83−0.84. Thus the ethylene appears to be
interacting weakly with a paramagnetic Ni(I) species which
behaves as a shift reagent toward it. The effect is much greater
with the PPh3, of course, but no such shifts were observed with
the more sterically more encumbered alkenes discussed below.
Indeed, we are aware of only a single previous report of alkenes
undergoing exchange of this type with a paramagnetic metal
ion.2g

Note that although integration of the ethylene resonance at
all temperatures is problematic because of overlap with the
strong ortho-PPh3 resonance, the ethylene and ethane
resonances appear to have comparable intensities. Weak
hydride resonances6a were observed in the spectra at δ
−23.7 (200 K), −22.7 (225 K), −19.9 (250 K), −18.0 (275
K), and −17.6 (300 K). The rather extreme temperature
dependence of the chemical shifts will be discussed below.
Unlike the situation with the methyl system, in no case was
there an alkylnickel compound NiEtI(PPh3)2 detected.
Reaction of n-BuI with Ni(PPh3)4. Presented in Figure 4 is a

stacked plot showing 1H NMR spectra for a reaction of
Ni(PPh3)4 with a slight excess of n-BuI in toluene-d8. To
facilitate discussion, full spectra are shown in the Supporting
Information, Figure S3a−g.
The phenyl regions of the 1H NMR spectra at 200, 225, and

250 K are rather similar to those in the corresponding spectra
of the EtI series, with prominent resonances of Ni(PPh3)4
evident at 200 and 225 K but disappearing by 250 K. In
addition, weaker Ni(I) peaks in the ranges δ 10−11 and ∼3.9
at 200 and 225 K converge at 250 K into a broad, strong band
in the range δ 4.5−10.5 but separate at the higher temperatures

into well-defined meta, ortho, and para resonances. A 31P NMR
spectrum at 200 K exhibited a strong resonance at δ 25.2
(Ni(PPh3)n) and weaker resonances at δ 26.3 and −7.6 (vbr,
free PPh3) while a

31P NMR spectrum at 225 K exhibited only
a broad resonance at δ ∼23.9. Spectra at higher temperatures
exhibited only weak or no 31P resonances because of exchange
with paramagnetic Ni(I) species.2a

The presence of weak Ni(I) resonances in spectra at 200 and
225 K indicate that a reaction of some kind had begun but, at
first sight, there seems to be little other evidence in the spectra
since the spectrum at 200 K exhibits only the resonances of n-
BuI at δ 2.48, 1.18, 0.96, and 0.64 in the aliphatic region. That
said, careful inspection of the vinyl region of this spectrum
does reveal new, very weak vinyl resonances of 1-butene at δ
5.83 (m) and 5.07 (m), although the corresponding methyl
and methylene resonances are obscured. Furthermore, at 225
K, a weak n-butane resonance appears at δ 0.92 in addition to
the weak resonances of 1-butene at δ 5.82 and 5.04. In order to
better assess changes in aliphatic region of the spectra and to
facilitate discussion, we show in Figure 5 expansions of the
aliphatic regions of the 1H NMR spectra of Figure 4.
Significant changes are observed in the 1H NMR spectrum

run at 250 K, as shown in Figures 4, 5, and S3c.The intensities
of the n-BuI resonances have decreased significantly relative to
the solvent resonance at δ 2.09, and strong n-butane
resonances at δ 1.32 and 0.92 are readily apparent. Weak 1-
butene resonances at δ ∼5.0 and 5.8 appear to reach maximum
intensity at 250 K, and we also note for the first time strong Z-
2-butene resonances at δ 5.51 and 1.55 and weak E-2-butene
resonances at δ 5.39 and 1.62. Further reaction had occurred
by the time that a spectrum was run at 275 K; the resonances
of n-butane and the 2-butenes are now stronger than those of
n-BuI, and, interestingly, the E-/Z-2-butene ratio has increased
somewhat.

Figure 3. Stacked plot showing 1H NMR of the ethylene and ethane
resonances for an experiment similar to that shown in Figure 2.

Figure 4. Stacked plot showing 1H NMR spectra of a reaction of a
Ni(PPh3)4 with a slight excess of n-BuI.
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The 1H NMR spectrum at 300 K exhibits prominent
resonances of E-2-butene and Z-2-butene, the former now
being the dominant alkene, and there is also a hydride
resonance at δ −17.6. A 1H NMR spectrum run at 300 K the
next day (after ∼20 h) had changed very little, although the
hydride resonance had disappeared and the E-/Z-2-butene
ratio was now even greater. Interestingly, at 275 and 300 K, the
sum of the 2-butene methyl resonance intensities now exceeds
the intensity of the methyl resonance of n-butane, showing that
the ratio E- + Z-2-butenes:n-butane becomes greater than unity
as reactions proceed at higher temperatures.
Also very noticeable in Figure 5 is that all of the resonances

of unreacted n-BuI shift to lower fields as the reaction
progresses. The resonances of MeI and EtI exhibit similar
behavior in Figures 1 and S1a−e and Figures 2 and S2a−e,
respectively, and the behavior of all three alkyl iodide systems
will be discussed below.
In a complementary experiment, a solution containing

Ni(PPh3)4 and a slight excess of n-butyl iodide, prepared as
above, was placed in the probe of the NMR spectrometer
preset to 275 K. Sixteen spectra were obtained at 275 K over
90 min, during which time the pattern of broad PPh3
resonances changed very little as did the relative intensities
of the resonances of n-butane, E-2-butene, and Z-2-butene. It
was also found that the sum of the intensities of the E- and Z-
2-butene methyl resonances remained comparable with but
somewhat higher than that of the n-butane methyl resonance,
consistent with the results of the variable-temperature
experiment, and that the ratio of the E- to Z-2-butene methyl
resonances varied smoothly from ∼0.6 to ∼1.5, indicating
isomerization of the kinetic product, Z-2-butene, to the
thermodynamically more stable E-2-butene.
We note that in none of the spectra is there a group of

resonances in the aliphatic region which can be attributed to
the anticipated diamagnetic product of an oxidative addition
reaction, Ni(n-Bu)I(PPh3)2. A weak resonance at δ 0.35 is of
an impurity present at all temperatures, and the weak aromatic

resonance at δ 7.70 has also been observed in many spectra,2a

including that of Ni(PPh3)4. It is attributed to an as yet
unidentified diamagnetic PPh3 species, a COSY experiment
showing that its other phenyl resonances are obscured by the
solvent resonances.
Relatively weak hydride resonances were observed at δ

−23.7 (200 K), −22.1 (225 K), −19.3 (250 K), −17.8 (275
K), and −17.6 at 300 K. These chemical shifts are very similar
to those observed at the various temperatures in the EtI spectra
and will be discussed below.

Reaction of sec-BuI with Ni(PPh3)4. Shown in the
Supporting Information, Figure S4a−e, are 1H NMR spectra
for a reaction of a Ni(PPh3)4 and a slight deficiency of sec-BuI,
run at 200, 225, 250, 275, and 300 K in that order. The phenyl
regions of the 1H NMR spectra at 200−250 K are similar to
those in the corresponding spectra of the EtI and n-BuI series,
with prominent resonances of Ni(PPh3)4 again evident at 200
and 225 K but disappearing by 250 K. Reasonably well-defined
meta, ortho, and para resonances also ultimately appear in the
275 and 300 K spectra. A 31P NMR spectrum at 225 K
exhibited a weak, sharp resonance at δ 25.2 and a very strong,
broad resonance at δ ∼22.9.
In contrast to the EtI and n-BuI systems, however, the Ni(I)

peaks in the ranges δ 9.5−11.5 and ∼2.5−4.5 at 200 and 225 K
are much stronger than in the corresponding spectra of the EtI
and n-BuI systems, and thus a reaction was already well under
way at 200 K. In agreement with this conclusion, a vinyl
resonance of Z-2-butene was already evident at δ 5.56 at 200
K, and a very weak vinyl resonance of Z-2-butene could also be
seen at δ 5.04 at 225 K. Furthermore, the α-CH resonance of
the starting sec-BuI at δ ∼3.5 is observed in the spectra at 200,
and 225 K but has disappeared in the 250 K spectrum.
As with the n-BuI system, the aliphatic regions of the spectra

are complex. As the spectra show, the amount of n-butane was
already significant at 200 K, some Z-2-butene is apparent at
225 K but E-2-butene forms much more slowly. By 300 K,
however, the thermodynamically more stable isomer is
dominant, as is n-butane. Hydride chemical shifts are again
strongly temperature dependent, the resonances being
observed at δ −23.7, −22.7, −19.9, −18.0 and −17.6 in the
range 200−300 K, very similar to the chemical shifts observed
for the EtI and n-BuI series of spectra.
Thus n-BuI and sec-BuI react at different rates but ultimately

produce essentially the same range of alkane-, alkene- and
nickel-containing products. As with the EtI and n-BuI systems,
in no case was the alkylnickel compound NiI(sec-Bu)(PPh3)2
detected.

Reaction of tert-BuI with Ni(PPh3)4: The Nature of the
Hydride. Shown in the Supporting Information, Figure S5a−e,
are 1H NMR spectra for a reaction of a Ni(PPh3)4 and a slight
deficiency of tert-BuI, run at 200, 225, 250, 275, and 300 K.
Here again reaction was well underway at 200 K, with obvious
resonances of a Ni(I) compound at δ ∼10.7, ∼3.4, and ∼1.4
and a hydride resonance at δ −23.7 being readily observed.
The patterns of Ni(I) resonances at the higher temperatures
are similar to those in spectra of the n-BuI and sec-BuI series,
although the hydrocarbons formed are obviously different. The
chemical shifts of the methyl resonances of tert-BuI, isobutene,
and isobutane are very similar, and therefore given the line
broadening resulting from paramagnetism, these resonances
cannot always be clearly distinguished. However, at 300 K,
isobutene (δ 4.71, 1.60) and isobutane (δ 1.63, 0.86) are
clearly present as is, interestingly, the resonance of H2 at δ

Figure 5. Stacked plot showing the aliphatic region of 1H NMR
spectra for a reaction of a Ni(PPh3)4 with a slight excess of n-BuI; * =
unreacted n-BuI, # = n-butane, ‡ = E- and Z-2-butenes (see text).
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4.51.4 Very weak H2 resonances are also observed in the
spectrum at 275 K and in the 300 K spectrum of the sec-BuI
series if one looks carefully. As with the n- and sec-BuI systems,
in no case was an alkylnickel compound NiI(tert-Bu)(PPh3)2
detected.
Hydride chemical shifts are again strongly temperature

dependent, the resonances being observed at δ −23.7, −22.0,
−19.0, −17.7, and −17.5 in the range 200−300 K and thus
very similar to the chemical shifts observed for the n-BuI and
sec-BuI series of spectra. In order to better understand these
variations, an experiment was carried out in which spectra of a
sample containing approximately equimolar amounts of
Ni(PPh3)4 and tert-BuI were run first at 183 K and then at
10- or 15-degree increments 10−20 min apart up to 298 K.
Stacked plots are shown in Figures 6 and S5f−h, and these give
a more comprehensive visualization of the temperature
dependences of the chemical shifts and line widths of the
Ni(I)-PPh3 and hydride resonances.

As can be seen in Figure 6, the hydride resonance appears as
a broad peak at δ −23.75 at 183 K that remains broad and
shifts very little as the temperature is raised to 203 K. From
213 to 273 K, however, the resonance sharpens considerably
and shifts downfield by ∼6.5 ppm, at which point the
resonance is observed at δ ∼−17.5 over 20 degrees. This
behavior was found to be reversible. The nickel hydride, which
we initially presumed to be trans-NiHI(PPh3)2,

6b appears to be
undergoing an exchange process with the available free PPh3 as
shown in eq 3.

trans NiHI(PPh ) PPh NiHI(PPh )3 2 3 3 3V‐ + (3)

We suspect that the equilibrium being observed involves
predominantly the tris-complex at low temperature, and that
this dissociates as the temperature rises so that the higher
temperature resonances are weighted averages of the two
hydride complexes.
Although neither trans-NiHI(PPh3)2 nor NiHI(PPh3)3

appears to have been reported previously, diamagnetic Ni(II)
hydride compounds are well known6 and the compound
NiHBr(PPh3)3 has been reported although not characterized
by 1H NMR spectroscopy.6c,d The chloro analogue has also
been prepared by treating a solution of Ni(PPh3)4 with
anhydrous HCl in toluene-d8 at 195 K;6e the species produced
exhibited a broad hydride resonance at δ −29.4 at 213 K and
decomposed to H2 and a Ni(I) species on warming to room
temperature.
The iodo hydride compound is also not stable at room

temperature and appears to decompose to H2 and NiI(PPh3)2,
as in eq 4 and similar to the behavior of the chloro analogue.6e

2NiHI(PPh ) H 2NiI(PPh )3 2 2 3 2→ + (4)

This reaction also resembles the decomposition of NiMeI-
(PPh3)2, described above, and the previously described
decomposition of trans-NiPhCl(PPh3)2 to biphenyl and
NiCl(PPh3)2.

2a Therefore, again a series of steps beginning
with dissociation of PPh3 from NiHI(PPh3)2 and formation of
a dinuclear intermediate seems likely, much as in Scheme 2
(with H in lieu of Me).

Mechanisms of Reactions of Ni(PPh3)4 with Alkyl
Halides: Nickel(I) Metalloradical and Alkyl Radical
Involvement. We summarize in Scheme 3 the product
distributions observed for reactions of Ni(PPh3)4 with MeI,
EtI, n-BuI, sec-BuI, and tert-BuI.
While the reaction of Ni(PPh3)4 with MeI does produce

some of the expected product of oxidative addition, NiMeI-
(PPh3)2, this compound is unstable and decomposes readily to
NiI(PPh3)2 and ethane as in eq 2 and Scheme 2. That said,
Ni(I) is present at very low temperatures, in the early stages
where ethane is not yet detected, and more than just a simple,
conventional oxidative addition reaction must be occurring.
These observations will be discussed further below.
A pattern of reaction products is clearly discernible for

reactions of Ni(PPh3)4 with the iodoalkanes RI containing β-
hydrogen atoms; Ni(I), alkane RH, and alkene R−H are major
products and the nickel hydride is a minor product. In no cases
were either nickel alkyl compounds or dimer R2 observed.
Our qualitative observations that Ni(PPh3)4 reacts more

rapidly with sec-BuI and tert-BuI than with n-BuI were very
interesting because the apparent relative rates correlate with
the C−I bond strengths and the relative stabilities of alkyl
radicals.7 Our complementary observations that Ni(PPh3)4
reacts rapidly at room temperature with all three tert-butyl
halides added further interest because of the obvious novelty.
We therefore carried out competition experiments in

attempts to obtain at least semiquantitative information on
relative rates of the various reactions. In these experiments,
deficiencies of Ni(PPh3)4 were added at room temperature to
solutions containing comparable concentrations of two or
three butyl halides for which relative rates were desired.
Integrated 1H NMR spectra of the alkyl halide solutions were
acquired before and after addition of the Ni(PPh3)4, and
relative rate data were deduced from the extents to which the

Figure 6. Stacked plot showing the hydride region of 1H NMR
spectra for a reaction of a Ni(PPh3)4 with a comparable amount of
tert-BuI.
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relative intensities of the various alkyl halide resonances had
changed. On the basis of results presented above, we assumed
that all reactions would have proceeded to completion by the
time an initial NMR spectrum was obtained; spectra run up to
30 min later exhibited no differences, and thus the assumption
was shown to be reasonable. On the other hand, all of the
resulting spectra in the region δ 0.5−1.7 contained para-
magnetically broadened resonances of reactants and products.
Thus there was much partial and even total overlap of
resonances, and useful integrations were not always obtainable.
Three experiments were carried out utilizing tert-butyl

halides, one in which all three halides were present, others
involving mixtures of either iodide and bromide or bromide
and chloride. The 1H chemical shifts of tert-BuCl, tert-BuBr,
and tert-BuI are δ 1.62, 1.49, and 1.34, respectively, and thus
the three singlets are all well separated. Unfortunately,
however, the methyl chemical shifts of the products isobutane
(δ 1.63) and isobutene (δ 1.60) overlap significantly the
methyl resonance of tert-BuI, and thus useful spectral
integrations for this compound could not be obtained.
We show in Figure 7 the results of an experiment in which a

deficiency of Ni(PPh3)4 was added to a solution containing
tert-BuCl, tert-BuBr, and tert-BuI in the relative amounts
shown.

As can be seen, although the resonances of tert-BuCl and
tert-BuBr are much broadened on reaction, useful integrations
are possible, and one finds that tert-BuBr reacts faster by a
factor of ∼2. As can also be seen, and consistent with the
expected presence of isobutane and isobutene, the broad
resonance at δ ∼1.62 indicates the presence of at least two
species, and it is impossible to integrate the tert-BuI resonance.
If one assumes that one-third of the intensity is attributable to
tert-BuI, then tert-BuI reacts fast than tert-BuBr by a factor of
2−3; this would be a lower limit since the amount of residual
tert-BuI could be much lower. Similar conclusions were
reached in experiments involving just the pairs of reactants,
tert-BuCl vs tert-BuBr, and tert-BuBr vs tert-BuI.
Complementary experiments that were carried out involved

reactions of deficiencies of Ni(PPh3)4 with (a) a mixture of sec-
BuCl, sec-BuBr, and sec-BuI, (b) a mixture of sec-BuCl and sec-
BuBr, and (c) a mixture of sec-BuBr and sec-BuI. In these cases
there was considerable overlap between the α-CH multiplet
resonances of sec-BuBr and sec-BuI and between the β-Me
doublet resonances of these two compounds and CH2
resonances. It was possible, however, to estimate that sec-BuI
reacts faster than sec-BuBr by 10−20% and that sec-BuBr reacts
faster than sec-BuCl by a factor of ∼2.
We carried out two similar experiments, each in duplicate, to

assess the influence of the alkyl groups on relative rates. In one
we added deficiencies of Ni(PPh3)4 to solutions containing
comparable amounts of n-BuI and sec-BuI, and in the other we
added deficiencies of Ni(PPh3)4 to solutions containing
comparable amounts of sec-BuI and tert-BuI. Although again
resonance broadening and overlap were problematic, we were
able to deduce that sec-BuI reacted faster than n-BuI by a factor
of ∼1.5 and that tert-BuI reacted faster than sec-BuI by a factor
of ∼3.
These results confirm that the orders of reactivities with

Ni(PPh3)4 are tert-BuI > sec-BuI > n-BuI, tert-BuI > tert-BuBr >
tert-BuCl, and sec-BuI > sec-BuBr > sec-BuCl. These trends all
implicate, of course, processes involving radical formation.7

A possible mechanistic precedent for this chemistry was
proposed many years ago by Tsou and Kochi3c for oxidative
addition reactions of aryl halides ArX (X = Cl, Br) to
Ni(PEt3)4 (Scheme 4).
In this, a single-electron transfer (SET, or SRN1

8) process
yields a radical ion pair which can undergo combination within
the solvent cage to give the square planar compounds
NiArX(PEt3)2. These are observed and are, of course, identical
to the products of oxidative addition via a conventional
concerted process (Scheme 5).9

Alternatively, the radical species can diffuse from the solvent
cage to give Ni(I) products NiX(PEt3)3, which are observed,
and aryl radicals which abstract a hydrogen atom from the

Scheme 3. Summary of Product Distributions Observed for Reactions of Ni(PPh3)4 with MeI, EtI, n-BuI, sec-BuI, and tert-BuI

Figure 7. Stacked plots of (lower) a room temperature solution of
tert-BuCl (*), tert-BuBr (#), and tert-BuI (+) (molar ratios 1:2.6:1.9),
and (upper) of the same solution after the addition of a deficiency of
Ni(PPh3)4.
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solvent SH to give arene products, which are also observed.
Thus, formation of all of the reaction products could be
rationalized on the basis of the SET process shown.3c

The Kochi mechanistic proposal has very recently been
reassessed on the basis of DFT calculations on the reactions of
phenyl halides with Ni(0) phosphine complexes.3f Bis-
phosphine species NiL2 were found to be too high in energy
to be kinetically relevant for reactions with PhI, and SET from
NiL3 to PhX, as either an inner-sphere or an outer-sphere
process, was ruled out as a route to Ni(I) products on the same
basis. In addition, there was found no reaction path
corresponding to the classical three-center oxidative addition
of the Ph−X bond to Ni(0), as shown in Scheme 5. Instead,
two competing reaction paths were found:

1. SN2-like displacement of X− by NiL3 at the ipso-carbon,
followed by phosphine loss and recombination to give
trans-NiPhXL2.

2. Halogen atom abstraction by NiL3, leading to NiIL3 and
a phenyl radical (Scheme 6), with transition states for
atom abstraction steps being located using an open-shell
singlet (broken-symmetry) formalism.

Scheme 6. Inner-Sphere Oxidative Addition of Iodobenzene
to Ni(0) Compound (L = PMe3)

The nickel- and carbon-centered radicals formed in this way
through halogen abstraction can then combine within the
solvent cage as shown or go on to the products of diffusion
from the solvent cage, much as in Scheme 4.
An inner-sphere mechanism analogous to that shown in

Scheme 6 could presumably apply to the reaction of Ni(PPh3)4
with, e.g., n-BuI, as shown in Scheme 7.
Here coordination of the n-BuI to the Ni(0) is followed by a

halogen atom abstraction step to give Ni(I) metalloradicals
and butyl radicals, which can presumably then couple within
the solvent cage to give alkyl Ni(II) product Ni(n-Bu)I-
(PPh3)2. The latter might well undergo subsequent β-H
elimination to give trans-NiHI(PPh3)2 and 1-butene. Similar

chemistry could result from reaction of Ni(PPh3)4 with sec-BuI,
a difference being that the β-elimination step would
presumably yield 1- and 2-butenes simultaneously although
this could not be confirmed experimentally. Reaction of
Ni(PPh3)4 with tert-BuI could in the same way result in
formation of trans-NiHI(PPh3)2 and isobutene.
Formation of trans-NiHI(PPh3)2 and 1-butene is indeed

observed in the reactions of Ni(PPh3)4 with n- and sec-BuI, but
in only very low concentrations in both cases. However, alkene
isomerization is known to be catalyzed by nickel hydrides,6a

and it would not be surprising if 1-butene were to be
catalytically isomerized to E- and Z-2-butenes by the nickel
hydride present in solution. Z-2-Butene is also expected to be
catalytically isomerized to E-2-butene, although the E/Z ratio
never reaches the thermodynamic ratio of ∼3:1, presumably
because slow decomposition of the hydride results eventually
in loss of catalytic activity.
We are left, then, with the presumably related problems of

rationalizing the very low concentrations in all cases of the
hydride, NiHI(PPh3)2, and the formation in high yields of
butanes. Although trans-NiHI(PPh3)2 does decompose ther-
mally to H2 and NiI(PPh3)3, that process occurs on the time
scale of hours. It cannot account for the fact that the
concentration of the hydride is extremely low from the
beginning while the amounts of butanes formed are generally
comparable to those of the total alkenes.
To answer these questions, we must consider the possibility

that NiI(PPh3)3 and the butyl radical can, in addition to
coupling, diffuse from the solvent cage. This would rationalize
the formation of NiI(PPh3)3, and one needs then to consider
the fates of the butyl radicals which would result. As is well
known, alkyl radicals readily undergo self-reactions,10 as
exemplified for the n-butyl radical in Scheme 8.

Thus n-butyl radicals can undergo disproportionation to
equal amounts of 1-butene and n-butane, reasonably consistent
with our findings, or couple to give n-octane. The ratio of the
rate constants, kc/kd, is ∼7, essentially independent of
solvent,10 and thus n-octane would be the major product if
the self-reaction were important in the nickel chemistry
described here. We have, however, examined by 1H NMR
spectroscopy and GC the product distributions of several
experiments involving the reaction of Ni(PPh3)4 with n-BuI.
None of the samples contained detectable amounts of n-
octane, and therefore butyl radical self-reactions are not a
factor in the reaction of Ni(PPh3)4 with n-BuI.
Alternative reactions yielding n-butane would involve D

atom abstraction from the methyl group of the toluene-d8
solvent or hydridic H atom abstraction from trans-NiHI-
(PPh3)2 as in eq 5. The latter reaction is, of course, appealing

Scheme 4. Electron Transfer/Radical Pair Mechanism for
Oxidative Addition of Aryl Halides to Ni(0) Compounds (L
= PEt3)

Scheme 5. Concerted Mechanism for Oxidative Addition of
Aryl Halides to M(0) Species (M = Ni, Pd; L = Tertiary
Phosphines)

Scheme 7. Inner-Sphere Oxidative Addition of n-Butyl
Iodide to Ni(0) Compounds (L = PPh3)

Scheme 8. Self-Reactions of the n-Butyl Radical
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because it also results in the formation of NiI(PPh3)2, a
relatively important product at all times and in all cases.

Bu NiHI(PPh ) BuH NiI(PPh )3 2 3 2·+ → + (5)

Both atom abstraction reactions should be feasible
thermodynamically,6a,7 the latter more so since the nickel-
hydride bond strength (50−60 kcal/mol)6a is expected to be
significantly lower than C−H7 bond strengths. On the other
hand, the concentration of trans-NiHI(PPh3)2 is always much
lower than the solvent concentration, and therefore bimo-
lecular atom abstraction from the solvent could be kinetically
preferred, all else being comparable.
Kinetics studies of hydrogen abstraction reactions of free

radicals with both toluene11a−c, and metal hydrides12 have
been reported. Thus, methyl, ethyl, and tert-butyl radicals
abstract a methyl hydrogen atom from toluene with second-
order rate constants of ∼17, ∼219 (both extrapolated to ∼20
°C), and ∼14 M−1 s−1 (48 °C), respectively, although a kinetic
isotope effect might lower such rate constants significantly in
the case of toluene-d8.

11d The metal hydride studies have
involved abstraction reactions of primary, secondary, tertiary,
and trityl radicals with metal hydride complexes containing
various combinations of CO, Cp, Cp*, and phosphine
ligands.12 Rate constants are found to vary enormously
(101−1010 M−1 s−1), with both steric and electronic (M−H
bond dissociation energies) effects being important. Although
no good precedent seems to exist for abstraction of the
hydridic hydrogen of trans-NiHI(PPh3)2 by the alkyl radicals
postulated here, one can reasonably anticipate that this type of
reaction could be comparable to or faster than abstraction from
toluene-d8.
Indeed, our experimental evidence suggests that the n-

butane does form via hydridic hydrogen atom abstraction from
the hydride as in eq 5. Supporting evidence includes the
apparent absence among the reaction products of n-butane-d1,
the product anticipated from D atom abstraction by the butyl
radical from the deuterated solvent. The ratio of integrated
intensities of the n-butane methyl and methylene resonances is
6:4, not 5:4. In addition, each component of the 1H resonance
of the −CH2D group of CH3CH2CH2CH2D would be a 1:1:1
triplet (JH‑D ≈ 1 Hz) and would be shifted upfield of the CH3
resonance by ∼0.015 ppm13 (∼9 Hz), giving rise to
considerable asymmetry in the combined methyl resonance
multiplet. This resonance is shown in Figure 8, and, although
broad because of the paramagnetism, it clearly does not exhibit
significant asymmetry to the high-field side of the multiplet or
evidence of coupling to deuterium in the center peak.
Reactions of Ni(PPh3)4 with sec-butyl iodide and tert-butyl

iodide probably proceed similarly to the processes shown in

Scheme 7 and eq 5 since, as mentioned above, radical
formation would be more facile with these substrates. Values of
kc/kd for secondary and tertiary radicals are ∼1 and ∼0.16,
respectively,10 and therefore dimeric products of radical
coupling should again be readily apparent. They are not:
while inspection of 1H NMR spectra of reaction mixtures
(Figures S4e and S5e) does reveal weak unassigned peaks in
the aliphatic regions, by far the strongest peaks are those
attributed to n-butane and E- and Z-2-butenes in the case of n-
BuI and sec-BuI reactions, and to isobutane and isobutene for
the tert-BuI reaction. Thus, reactions of Ni(PPh3)4 with n-BuI,
sec-BuI, and tert-BuI all appear to proceed as in Scheme 7, and
a similar conclusion can probably also be reached for the EtI
system.
On the basis of analogous palladium oxidative addition

chemistry,14,15 MeI might well be expected to react via an SN2-
type mechanism. Indeed, it should be the most likely of all of
the alkyl iodides studied here to react in this way and the one
least likely to react via the type of radical processes discussed
above. That said, however, the low-temperature formation of
Ni(I) (Figure 1) clearly suggests the relevance of a radical
process analogous to those discussed above. Indeed, indirect
support for this conclusion may be found in early work,3a

which demonstrated that oxidative addition of (R)-PhCHDCl
to Ni(PPh3)4 proceeds with racemization at the benzylic
carbon,3a in contrast to the analogous palladium chemistry.14

Thus, even benzyl chloride reacts with Ni(PPh3)4 via a radical
process, although such a mechanism was not proposed and
Ni(I) products were not identified (or considered, apparently).
Also, as discussed above, oxidative addition reactions of aryl

halides, which contain relatively strong carbon−halogen bonds,
to Ni(PPh3)4 clearly involve halogen atom abstraction2a,3f and
one can ask just how general might such processes be during
oxidative addition to Ni(0). Relatively few detailed mechanistic
studies of Ni(0) oxidative addition reactions appear to have
been carried out, but radical processes are apparent in
oxidative addition reactions of alkyl halides with Ni-
(PHPh2)4,

3b Ni(PCy3)2,
3d and Ni(PEt3)4.

3e In the case of
Ni(PHPh2)4,

3b formation of compounds of the type NiRX-
(PHPh2)2 was postulated, but these were thought to undergo
Ni-R homolysis to give alkyl radicals in order to rationalize
certain of the alkene and alkane products observed.
In the cases of the Ni(PCy3)2 system,3d organic and Ni(I)

product distributions consistent in large part with those
described here were observed although it was again thought
that radical formation resulted from homolysis of Ni−C bonds;
the type of process shown in Scheme 7 had not at the time
been conceived. A similar conclusion was reached (by the same
authors) for oxidative addition reactions of Ni(PEt3)4.

3e Thus,
in spite of the paucity of firm evidence, it seems quite possible
that reactions of Ni(0) phosphine complexes with organic
halides generally involve halogen abstraction processes.
Can one expect the putative alkylnickel compounds to be

viable species, and are they feasible intermediates? Very few
estimates of Ni−C bond dissociation energies (BDEs) are
available, but the BDEs of the species NiMe and Ni+-Me have
been estimated as 55 and 45 kcal/mol, respectively,16a and that
of cis-NiMe2(PH3)2 as 51.1 kcal/mol.16b Reasonably consistent
with these data, we note that the enthalpy change in eq 2 gives
an upper limit of the Ni-R BDE as half of the C−C BDE of R2.
For NiMeI(PPh3)2, this translates to half of the C−C bond
strength in ethane, i.e., ∼45 kcal/mol,7d reassuringly similar to
the data for NiMe and Ni+-Me.

Figure 8. Methyl resonance of the n-butane formed in the reaction of
n-butyl iodide with Ni(PPh3)4.
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The corresponding Ni−C BDEs for the ethyl- and butyl-Ni
compounds discussed above should be lower by perhaps up to
5−10 kcal/mol and may be expected to decrease in the order
Me > Et > n-Bu > sec-Bu > tert-Bu,7d,16 but it seems likely that
all of the alkylnickel compounds would be sufficiently robust
that they would be stable at room temperature in the absence
of non-homolytic degradative processes such as β-elimination.
We say more on this issue below in connection with a DFT
study.
DFT Investigations. DFT calculations were employed to

assess both the thermodynamics and the mechanism(s) of the
reactions of NiLn with alkyl halides, using PMe3 as a model for
PPh3 as has been done elsewhere.3f The reactions studied
include both neutral and charge-separated species; to ensure a
balanced description of these, all geometry optimizations were
carried out including a continuum solvent model (Gaussian:17

B3LYP18,19/PCM(toluene)20/SVP,21LANL2DZ22). The level
used for final electronic energies (Gaussian: M0623/PCM-
(toluene)/cc-pVTZ24,25) is the same as the preferred method
in our previous report2a on ArCl oxidative addition to
“Ni(PPh3)4”. Broken-symmetry solutions were checked for
and were found to be relevant only for X atom abstraction
from RI by tris-phosphine species Ni(PMe3)3. All energies
cited below are free energies (298 K, 1 bar).
Ni(PMe3)4 is coordinatively saturated and unreactive.

Dissociation of one PMe3 costs 17.2 kcal/mol at the level of
theory applied (see below), but dissociation of a second PMe3
costs another 13.4 kcal/mol and is unlikely to contribute to a
competitive reaction path. For the bulkier ligand PPh3,
however, the dominant species in solution is Ni(PPh3)3,

26

and hence it is conceivable that formation of Ni(PPh3)2 is
kinetically relevant. Therefore, we include Ni(PMe3)2 in the
DFT study.
Thermodynamics of Halogen Atom Abstraction. DFT

calculations were carried out to assess, in the first instance, the
free energy changes for halogen atom abstraction reactions
from chloro-, bromo-, and iodoalkanes shown in eqs 6 and 7
(X = Cl, Br, I; R = Me, Et, n-Bu, sec-Bu, tert-Bu; L = PMe3).

NiL RX NiXL R2 2+ → + · (6)

NiL RX NiXL R3 3+ → + · (7)

Trends in these energies are of course dominated by trends
in R−X bond strengths (or, viewed differently, in R·
stabilities). We show in Table 1 the free energy changes for
halogen atom abstraction reactions from chloro-, bromo-, and
iodoalkanes by Ni(PMe3)2 and Ni(PMe3)3.
For Ni(PMe3)3, abstraction is exergonic for all alkyl halides,

with magnitudes ranging from −2.0 (MeCl, barely exergonic)
to −10.3 (tert-BuI, significantly exergonic). Only for phenyl are
the reactions endergonic. Abstraction becomes easier, in steps
of 1−2 kcal/mol, in both sequences Me ≈ Et ≈ n-Bu > sec-Bu
> tert-Bu and Cl > Br > I. Abstraction by Ni(PMe3)2 is clearly
more exergonic than abstraction by Ni(PMe3)3, but this mini-
trend reverses when the initially required dissociation of two
phosphine ligands from Ni(PMe3)4 is included. Curiously, the
trend in variation with X is somewhat attenuated relative to the
Ni(PMe3)3 reactions.
These data represent only the abstraction step itself, of

course, not the overall free energy change for whatever net
reactions ultimately occur. To determine the reactant side
correctly relative to Ni(PMe3)4, 17.2 kcal/mol would have to
be added to every value to account for the cost of dissociation

of one PMe3, and this would make all abstractions endergonic.
On the other hand, the initially formed alkyl radicals will form
more stable species as outlined above. Consideration of these
factors would presumably render every abstraction exergonic,
even relative to Ni(PMe3)4, and more so for the Ni(PPh3)4
system for which the dominant species is the tris-complex.
Based on these results, a halogen atom abstraction

mechanism for reactions of Ni(PPh3)4 (actually Ni(PPh3)3
26)

with alkyl halides certainly seems thermodynamically feasible
with the proclivities as found experimentally, tert-Bu > sec-Bu >
n-Bu and RI > RBr > RCl. Halogen atom abstraction from aryl
halides appears to be less favorable but is known to proceed
readily.2a,3c For the larger phosphine PPh3, while dissociation
to form Ni(PPh3)2 or Ni(PPh3)3 is easier,26 the actual
abstraction step might become more hindered sterically and
the overall net effect would be difficult to predict.

Paths for Reaction of MeI with NiLn (L = PMe3). Since
Ni(PMe3)4 is coordinatively saturated, at least one phosphine
has to dissociate for a reaction to occur; in what follows, we
use Ni(PMe3)3 as the reference point for relative energies.
Reactions involving interactions of MeI with Ni(PMe3)2 and
Ni(PMe3)3 are summarized in Scheme 9; information about
energies and geometric details are provided in the Supporting
Information.
As can be seen, the first step starting from Ni(PMe3)3

involves formation of a weakly bound complex via interaction
with the metal of either a hydrogen atom (ΔG = 0.0 kcal/mol)
or the iodine atom (ΔG = −4.4 kcal/mol) of the MeI. The
former possibility (Figure 9, left) leads to the SN2-like
transition state for displacement of I− by Ni(PMe3)3, with an
effective barrier for this process of 14.0 kcal/mol above
Ni(PMe3)3. From there the reaction proceeds in a highly
exergonic process to [NiMe(PMe3)3]

+I−.
Alternatively, coordination of MeI to Ni(PMe3)3 via the

iodine atom leads in a closed-shell calculation to a three-center
transition state for side-on oxidative addition, with a higher

Table 1. Free Energies of Halogen Atom Abstraction from
RX by Ni(PMe3)2 and Ni(PMe3)3 (kcal/mol) as in Eqs 6
and 7

RX Ni(PMe3)2
a Ni(PMe3)3

b

MeCl −8.7 −2.0
MeBr −8.5 −2.9
MeI −7.3 −3.2
EtCl −9.9 −3.2
EtBr −10.6 −5.0
EtI −10.2 −6.1
n-BuCl −9.2 −2.5
n-BuBr −9.8 −4.2
n-BuI −9.3 −5.2
sec-BuCl −10.3 −3.6
sec-BuBr −11.7 −6.1
sec-BuI −12.0 −7.9
tert-BuCl −11.6 −4.9
tert-BuBr −13.5 −7.9
tert-BuI −14.4 −10.3
PhCl 1.3 8.0
PhBr 0.0 5.6
PhI 0.0 4.1

aRelative to Ni(PMe3)2; add 30.6 kcal/mol for values relative to
Ni(PMe3)4.

bRelative to Ni(PMe3)3; add 17.2 kcal/mol for values
relative to Ni(PMe3)4.
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barrier of 20.0 kcal/mol (Scheme 9). On the other hand, a
broken-symmetry solution is much lower in energy, and
geometry optimization on this potential-energy surface (in red
in Scheme 9) completely avoids geometries corresponding to
SN2 and three-center oxidative addition processes. Instead we
locate a transition state for iodine atom abstraction at a much
lower energy of 5.9 kcal/mol (Figure 9, right), and this
collapses readily to doublet NiI(PMe3)3 and a methyl radical.
These could be expected to recombine but, at the computa-
tional level used, the hypothetical five-coordinate product
NiMeI(PMe3)3 is not a local minimum. A few plausible
scenarios (not studied computationally) for the fate of the
highly reactive methyl radical would involve (a) direct
displacement of L from NiI(PMe3)3 to give square-planar

NiMeI(PMe3)2, (b) reaction of the methyl radical with
NiI(PMe3)2 (easily formed by loss of L from NiI(PMe3)3)
to also give NiMeI(PMe3)2, and (c) reaction with Ni(PMe3)3
to give NiMe(PMe3)3. Ultimately, we find that a reasonable
Ni(II) methyl product, [NiMe(PMe3)3]

+I−, is stable by 21.5
kcal/mol relative to the Ni(PMe3)3 and MeI starting points.
A similar radical-type halogen abstraction transition state on

the broken-symmetry surface has been reported previously for
oxidative addition of aryl halides,3f and our added results
reinforce the idea that halogen abstraction might well be a
general feature of oxidative addition reactions of nickel(0)
compounds. Even an SN2-type process for the reaction of MeI
involves a significantly higher barrier as does the side-on
oxidative-addition transition state, which in any case seems to
an artifact of restriction to the closed-shell energy surface; we
consider neither any further. The preferred path for reaction of
Ni(PMe3)3 with MeI is identified as a radical-type halogen
atom abstraction process.
We also considered paths beginning with further dissociation

of phosphine to the bis-phosphine species Ni(PMe3)2,
although the latter lies some 13.4 kcal/mol higher in energy
than does Ni(PMe3)3, and therefore all alternatives discussed
below are unlikely to be competitive with the process shown in
red in Scheme 9. The Ni(PMe3)2 reaction again begins with a
weakly bound complex, but we could not locate an SN2-like
transition state analogous to that discussed above for the tris-
phosphine system. We also, surprisingly, could not locate a

Scheme 9. Free Energy Profile for Reaction of NiL4 with MeI (L = PMe3), with the Preferred Halogen Abstraction Path
Highlighted in Red

Figure 9.Main transition states (TS) for reactions of Ni(PMe3)3 with
MeI: (left) SN2-like TS; (right) halogen abstraction TS.

Table 2. Free Energies of Important Transition States and Intermediates for Reactions of Ni(PMe3)2 and Ni(PMe3)3 with RI
(kcal/mol)

step MeI EtI n-BuI sec-BuI tert-BuI

1 Ni(PMe3)3 (0) (0) (0) (0) (0)
2 Ni(PMe3)3(I-bound RI) −4.4 n.d. n.d. n.d. n.d.
3 TS for I atom abstraction 5.9 4.9 5.7 3.9 2.0
4 NiI(PMe3)3 + R· −3.2 −6.1 −5.2 −7.9 −10.3
5 Ni(PMe3)3(H-bound RI) 0.0 −0.8 −1.4 −0.9 −1.0
6 SN2-like TS 14.0 15.0 13.1 17.9 21.9
7 Ni(PMe3)2 13.4 13.4 13.4 13.4 13.4
8 Ni(PMe3)2(I-bound RI) 10.4 10.7 10.7 10.9 9.8
9 NiI(PMe3)2 + R· 6.1 3.2 4.1 1.4 −1.1
10 cis-NiRI(PMe3)2 −13.3 −11.5 −11.0 −10.3 −9.2
11 trans-NiRI(PMe3)2 −21.5 −18.7 −19.5 −12.8 −8.1

aAll data relative to separated L3Ni + RI. nd = not detected.
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low-energy broken-symmetry solution leading to halogen
abstraction even though such abstraction is thermodynamically
favorable as noted above: NiI(PMe3)2 + Me• is 7.3 kcal/mol
below Ni(PMe3)2 + MeI. Instead, a modest deformation of the
I-bound MeI complex leads to a low-energy oxidative-addition
transition state (only 2.4 kcal/mol above Ni(PMe3)2) which
then proceeds to give cis-NiMeI(PMe3)2 and thence the more
stable trans isomer. Note that trans-NiMeI(PMe3)2 corre-
sponds to the PPh3 analogue, which we believe is observed
during the reaction of Ni(PPh3)4 with MeI and is of the same
energy as [NiMe(PMe3)3]

+I−, the ultimate product shown in
the Ni(PMe3)3 manifold of Scheme 9.
All in all, halogen atom abstraction appears to be the lowest-

energy path for the reaction of MeI with Ni(PMe3)4. Caution
should of course be exercised when trying to extrapolate this
conclusion to reactive species involving the much larger but
poorer donor ligand PPh3, but halogen abstraction is also likely
to be the least sterically demanding reaction of the alternatives
considered and so is likely the preferred path for reactions
involving PPh3 also.
Transition-State Calculations for Reactions of RI with

Ni(PMe3)2,3 (R = Et, n-Bu, sec-Bu, tert-Bu). Paths for reactions
of primary, secondary, and tertiary alkyl iodides with
Ni(PMe3)2 and Ni(PMe3)3 were also explored. Table 2
compares the calculated relative energies of various transition
states and intermediates for the series MeI, EtI, n-BuI, sec-BuI,
tert-BuI; energies and geometries are provided in the
Supporting Information.
In most cases for the tris-phosphine system, we did not find

local minima for weakly iodine-bound complexes containing
iodine-coordinated RI (step 2). The Ni(PMe3)3 and RI
fragments simply drifted apart during geometry optimization,
but this makes no difference to the expected kinetics.
Going from primary to secondary to tertiary alkyls, the

barrier for abstraction of an iodine atom by Ni(PMe3)3 (step
3) becomes lower by a few kcal/mol (n-Bu, 5.7; sec-Bu, 3.9;
tert-Bu, 2.0 kcal/mol), compared with 10.0 kcal/mol for PhI,3f

and the abstraction (step 4) also becomes more exergonic
(−5.2, −7.9, and −10.3 kcal/mol). At the same time, while
weakly bound complexes formed via interactions of the metal a
hydrogen atom of RX are slightly stabilized, the barrier for
SN2-like displacement (step 6) is large for MeI and increases
substantially for the higher alkyls (13.1, 17.9, and 21.9 kcal/
mol), presumably because of steric effects. It seems clear that if
halogen abstraction already dominates for MeI, it will certainly
do so for the higher alkyl iodides.
Reaction paths involving Ni(PMe3)2 rather than Ni(PMe3)3

were also examined. Formation of iodine-bound species
Ni(PMe3)2(RI) from Ni(PMe3)2 is slightly exergonic for all
alkyl iodides, but we could not locate oxidative addition
transition states for Ni(PMe3)2 in combination with sec-BuI
and tert-BuI. The potential-energy surface appears to be very
flat for these reactions, which seem to be nearly barrierless
starting from the weakly I-bound Ni(PMe3)2(RI) adducts.
However, the 13.4 kcal/mol cost of dissociating the second
ligand from Ni(PMe3)3 to form Ni(PMe3)2 appears to largely
negate any potential advantages of reactions involving
Ni(PMe3)2 relative to iodine abstraction by Ni(PMe3)3.
Similar conclusions have been reached elsewhere.3f

As mentioned above, subsequent reactions of alkyl radicals
(formed by abstraction) leading to more stable compounds
would result in even somewhat endergonic halogen abstraction
reactions proceeding to completion, and an example of this is

represented by steps 10 and 11, coupling of the alkyl radicals
with the metalloradical NiI(PMe3)2 to give four-coordinated
Ni(II) alkyl compounds NiRI(PMe3)2 (R = Me, Et, n-Bu). The
corresponding sec-Bu and tert-Bu complexes are less stable,
presumably because of steric interactions and intrinsically
weaker Ni−C bonds.
In this context, we note that the calculated Ni-Me

dissociation energy for the compound trans-NiMeI(PMe3)2 is
the difference between steps 9 and 11 of Table 2, i.e., 27.6
kcal/mol. This fits in reasonably well with the rather wide limit
set by eq 2 which, as is noted above, gives an upper limit of the
Ni-Me BDE energy of NiMeI(PPh3)2 as ∼45 kcal/mol. Thus
the Ni-Me BDE of NiMeI(PPh3)2 seems to be greater than
that of NiMeI(PMe3)2 by ∼17 kcal/mol or less.
We note that the compounds trans-NiRI(PMe3)2 (step 11)

constitute a series of relatively stable alkyl nickel compounds of
the type postulated in Scheme 7, thereby strengthening the
cases made above that such species are viable products and for
the identification of trans-NiMeI(PPh3)2 as a product of the
reaction of Ni(PPh3)4 and MeI. Relevant to this point, we note
also that each step in the calculated energy profile for the
reaction of PhI with Ni(PPh3)4 differs only by 2−3 kcal/mol
from the corresponding steps involving Ni(PMe3)4.

3f

Precedents for the Types of Radical Reactions
Postulated Here. We note several reports, analogous to
those discussed here, of reactions of organic halides with
coordination compounds of metal ions in low oxidation states
to produce alkyl metal compounds in a higher oxidation states
via electron or halogen atom transfer processes (eq
8−10).27a,b,c,d

2 Co(CN) RX CoR(CN) CoX(CN)5
3

5
3

5
3[ ] + [ ] + [ ]− − −

(8)

2 Cr(en) (H O) CrR(en) (H O)

CrX(en) (H O)
2 2

2
2 2

2

2 2
2

[ ] + [ ]

+ [ ]

+ +

+
(9)

2 Ni(TMC) RX NiR(TMC) NiX(TMC)[ ] + [ ] + [ ]+ + +

(10)

where R = alkyl, benzyl; X = Cl, Br, I; en = ethylenediamine;
TMC = a tetradentate N4 macrocycle.
While some of the thus-formed alkylmetal compounds

undergo subsequent reactions which differ from those
observed here, experimental evidence in most cases suggests
initial coordination of the alkyl halides to the substitution-
labile metal reactants and points clearly to the involvement of
radical processes and intermediates. Of particular relevance,
relative rates follow the trends tert-alkyl > sec-alkyl > n-alkyl
and RI > RBr > RCl.
Perhaps more closely related, oxidative addition of alkyl

bromides to elemental zinc to form alkylzinc bromides (eq
11)27e probably proceeds via electron transfer, much as
postulated by Kochi for Ni(PEt3)4 (Scheme 4).3c

RBr Zn RZnBr+ → (11)

Here again relative rates follow the trends tert-alkyl > sec-alkyl
> n-alkyl.

Nature of the Paramagnetic Ni(I) Iodo Species. We
have previously reported NMR spectral properties of NiCl-
(PPh3)2 and of mixtures of PPh3 and NiCl(PPh3)2 which are in
exchange with small proportions of NiCl(PPh3)3.

2a Room-
temperature 1H NMR spectra exhibit averaged resonances at δ
∼9−10 (br, meta-H), ∼4−5 (vbr, ortho-H), and ∼2−4 (br,
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para-H); similar resonances are also observed in 1H NMR
spectra of bromonickel(I) and iodonickel(I) species,2a and we
have utilized this information to identify Ni(I) iodo species
formed during reactions with alkyl halides.
The chemical shifts of NiCl(PPh3)2 mixtures are temper-

ature-dependent, consistent with Curie law behavior,2b−f which
results in the chemical shifts varying linearly with T−1 and
therefore shifting toward the chemical shifts of diamagnetic
PPh3 at δ 7.0−7.3 (and narrowing) as the temperature rises.
Although NiCl(PPh3)3 is in facile equilibrium with NiCl-
(PPh3)2 and free PPh3, dissociation is extensive but the
bisphosphine complex appears not to dimerize significantly to
[NiCl(PPh3)2]2.

2a

As is shown above, reactions of Ni(PPh3)4 with alkyl iodides
produce initially low concentrations of Ni(I) species as
indicated in 1H NMR spectra by the presence of weak,
broad resonances. The resonances move between 200 and 225
K toward the chemical shifts of free PPh3, apparently
consistent with Curie law behavior2b−f although the available
data are sparse, and then merge into a very broad band at ∼250
K, quite unlike the behavior of the chloro system.2a On raising
the temperature to 275 K and then 300 K, the very broad band
separates into well-defined meta, ortho, and para resonances
with chemical shifts similar to those of the chloro system.2a

Interestingly, these three resonances exhibit what might be
thought of as anti-Curie law behavior, diverging as the
temperature rises and thereby suggesting complex exchange
processes.
By analogy with the chloro system,2a the major species

present in solutions is probably NiI(PPh3)2, but free PPh3 is
definitely present in reaction mixtures as may be also
NiI(PPh3)3 and the dimer, [NiI(PPh3)2]2. Although the bis-
phosphine chloro analogue is monomeric,2a the larger iodide
ligands may well facilitate dimerization via bridging iodides.
Unfortunately 31P NMR spectroscopy is of no help identifying
any of the Ni(I) species because 31P NMR spectra of solutions
containing significant amounts of paramagnetic species are
broadened beyond recognition. Thus at this point we have
insufficient information to identify either the iodo species
present or the nature of the exchange process(es).
Coordination of Alkyl Iodides. In several of the

experiments discussed above, we note unusual chemical shifts
for the resonances of unreacted alkyl iodides as the reactions
progressed. For instance, in the MeI system (Figures 1 and
S1a−e), the resonance of the unreacted MeI shifts 0.22 ppm
downfield during the reaction, from δ1.26 at 200 K to δ 1.48 at
300 K, the chemical shift of free MeI at this temperature.
Similarly, in the EtI system over the same temperature range
(Figures 2, S2a-e), the methylene resonance shifts downfield
0.18 ppm from δ 2.40 to δ 2.58, the methyl resonance 0.14
ppm from δ 1.21 to δ 1.35. The methylene and methyl
chemical shifts of free EtI at 300 K are δ 2.58 and δ 1.54,
respectively.
For the n-BuI system (Figures 4, 5), the resonances of the

hydrogens on C(1), C(2), C(3), and C(4) of unreacted n-BuI
shift downfield ∼0.2, ∼0.2, ∼0.12, and ∼0.01 ppm,
respectively, in the temperature range 200−300 K, the ultimate
chemical shifts being very close to those of free n-BuI. In a
complementary experiment, a solution Ni(PPh3)4 with a slight
excess of n-butyl iodide was prepared at 275 K and spectra
were run at this temperature over 90 min; as mentioned above,
the Ni(PPh3)4 had all reacted from the beginning. Of interest
here, however, the chemical shift of the ICH2 group remained

constant as throughout the experiment, did the chemical shifts
of the phenyl resonances of the Ni(I) species, suggesting a
constant concentration of Ni(I) species during this time
period.
Similar data were obtained for sec-BuI in the temperature

range 200−250 K, although data could not be obtained at
higher temperatures because all of the sec-BuI had been
consumed.
In contrast, the methyl resonances of n-butane and E- and Z-

2-butenes all shift slightly (∼0.05 ppm) upfield in the
temperature range 200−300 K, and thus the behaviors of the
MeI, EtI, n-BuI, and sec-BuI resonances seem anomalous. We
suggest tentatively that the observed downfield shifts are a
result of coordination to the ever-increasing amounts of
paramagnetic Ni(I) species and rapid exchange between free
and coordinated alkyl iodide.28

Possible Relevance of This Investigation to Mecha-
nisms of Nickel-Catalyzed Cross-Coupling Reactions. A
great deal is known of the utility of nickel-based catalysts for
cross-coupling chemistry1 and it is now well established that, in
contrast to most palladium-based catalysts, many nickel-based
catalyst systems can readily catalyze cross-coupling of alkyl
halides.1 Interestingly, use of appropriately enantioenriched
chiral ligand templates has also resulted in the discovery of a
number of enantioconvergent reactions in which both
enantiomers of a racemic alkyl halide reactant are converted
to a resolved cross-coupled product.29 Enantioconvergent
processes of this type have been thought to be incompatible
with the type of conventional, two-electron catalytic cycle
shown in Scheme 1 (RX instead of ArX), which is generally
expected to result in identical configurational consequences for
both enantiomers. Therefore mechanisms involving catalysis
by Ni(I) compounds and free radical intermediates have been
proposed, such as that shown in Scheme 10.1,29

This catalytic cycle begins with a halonickel(I) compound
NiXLn containing some number n (often 3) of neutral ligands
L. Transmetalation (alkylation) yields alkyl-Ni(I) species
NiR′Ln which, when n = 3, are 17-electron metalloradicals, a
class of compounds expected to abstract halogen atoms from
alkyl halides RX to give the Ni(II) species NiR′XLn plus an
organic radical R· as in the second step in Scheme 10.30

Subsequent combination of NiR′XLn and R· then constitutes
the second of two SET steps in what amounts to oxidative
addition of RX to NiR′Ln to form NiRR′XLn, and reductive
elimination from the latter yields the coupled product R-R′
and regenerates the catalyst species NiXLn. When NiXR′Ln
contains an enantioenriched chiral ligand template Ln,
enantioconvergent reactions can result because one prochiral
face of R· couples preferentially to the nickel. Such
observations are usually taken as evidence that a mechanism

Scheme 10. Two-Electron Ni(I)−Ni(III) Catalytic Cycle for
Cross-Coupling Reactions
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as in Scheme 1 cannot apply and that a Ni(I)−Ni(III) catalytic
cycle must pertain.29,31

However, as indicated in Scheme 7, we now have the
potential feasibility of the Ni(0)−Ni(II) catalytic cycle which
also involves radical intermediates, as in Scheme 11.

Here the oxidative addition step proceeds via two one-
electron steps, much as in Scheme 10 but beginning with a
Ni(0) species, with the second step involving one or the other
face of R· coupling possibly preferentially to the nickel(I) if Ln
constitutes an enantioenriched, chiral manifold. Thus, with a
proper choice of ligands L, cross-coupling via an overall two-
electron Ni(0)−Ni(II) mechanism may apply, and enantio-
convergent reactions could possibly occur without involvement
of a Ni(I)−Ni(III) process as in Scheme 10.
Pursuing this theme further, recent work has shown that

some nickel compounds can catalyze cross-coupling reactions
involving tertiary alkyl halides.32 Again the identities of the
catalytic species are not known and radical mechanisms as in
Scheme 10 are usually favored. Confounding progress in
understanding and development of the new catalyst systems,
however, are occasional observations that the order of cross-
coupling catalysis of alkyl halide conversion is primary >
secondary > tertiary, or that reactions of tertiary alkyl chlorides
and bromides are too slow to be useful. In addition, the
presence of potential byproducts such as alkenes is rarely
considered.
The results reported here, however, suggest that a closer

look at even simple Ni(0)-phosphine systems might prove
useful since the order of reactivity of Ni(PPh3)4 is tertiary >
secondary > primary alkyl halides. Indeed, as we have also
shown, Ni(PPh3)4 reacts with tert-BuI very rapidly even at 200
K and with tert-BuCl at room temperature. Thus this particular
nickel-phosphine system appears to be more reactive than
many of the ligand systems currently under investigation,1,29,32

and the only problem is that the presumed alkylnickel products
undergo rapid β-elimination.
Since β-elimination requires a vacant site on the nickel to

which the hydrogen can migrate, a strategy to render feasible
alkylnickel intermediates of the type NiRXL2 (R = primary,
secondary, tertiary alkyl group containing one or more β-
hydrogen atoms) would be to utilize ligands which dissociate
less readily than does PPh3 and which therefore can inhibit β-
H elimination reactions. Cis-chelating diphosphines may well
be worth investigating in this way, and we note that most of
the successful ligand systems reported to date have involved
chelating diamine ligands.1,29,32 Indeed, β-hydrogen elimina-
tion reactions should be relatively slow in intermediates of the
types NiRX(diphosphine) and NiRR′(diphosphine).
A number of diphos-nickel compounds have been utilized

for cross-coupling reactions of aryl halides32i,33a−j and

therefore, given the reactivity of Ni(PPh3)4, activation of
even secondary and tertiary alkyl halides may well be feasible
utilizing diphos ligand systems. Coordinatively saturated,
sterically encumbered compounds of the type Ni(diphos)2
may well prove unrewarding, but Ni(0) compounds of the
types Ni(diphos)L (L = labile ligand such as PPh3, alkenes)

33k

are worth investigating and, if experiments prove successful,
investigations of chiral diphosphines may prove to be very
rewarding.

Summary. This paper describes a variable-temperature
NMR investigation of reactions of the nickel(0) compound
Ni(PPh3)4 with methyl, ethyl, n-butyl, sec-butyl, and tert-butyl
halides RX (X = Cl, Br, I). The reactions all appear to involve
inner sphere, direct halogen atom transfer within the solvent
cage from the alkyl halides to the metal to form alkyl radicals
R· and halonickel(I) metalloradical species, and these
subsequently undergo radical combination within the solvent
cage to give the square planar compounds NiRX(PPh3)2.
Radical intermediacy is demonstrated by observations that the
relative rates vary in the orders tert-Bu > sec-Bu > n-Bu and RI
> RBr > RCl. In addition, DFT calculations on the halogen
transfer and coupling reactions generally support and shed
considerable light on the mechanism proposed.
Formation of the methyl compound, NiMeI(PPh3)2, is

indicated by the appearance of a methyl resonance with a
negative chemical shift in the 1H NMR spectra of reaction
mixtures and demonstrates that radical combinations are
feasible although this compound is surprisingly unstable and
decomposes in solution to ethane and NiI(PPh3)2. The phenyl
analogues NiPhX(PPh3)2 have been previously shown to be
formed in much the same way,2a thus also demonstrating the
feasibility of nickel- and carbon-based radical coupling.
When R = Et, n-Bu, sec-Bu, tert-Bu, on the other hand, the

alkyl-nickel products are not observed because of rapid β-H
elimination to give hydrides NiHX(PPh3)2 and the corre-
sponding alkenes. Also occurring are secondary reactions in
which a proportion of the alkyl radicals does not couple with
the associated Ni(I) species but rather diffuses from the
solvent cage and abstracts hydrogen from NiHX(PPh3)2 to
form alkanes RH and Ni(I) species NiX(PPh3)2. As a result,
the hydrides are invariably a minor product while the major
products are alkanes RH and alkenes R−H (in comparable
amounts) and Ni(I) species.
The hydride species NiHI(PPh3)2 decomposes to H2 and

NiI(PPh3)2, in chemistry similar to that of the corresponding
methyl and phenyl analogues, and also exhibits unusual NMR
spectra. The hydride chemical shifts vary from about δ −23
(broad) below 200 K to about −17.5 (sharp) above 274 K,
changes rationalized on the basis of exchange between bis- and
trisphosphine species, NiHI(PPh3)2 and NiHI(PPh3)3.
Present in all of the reactions are paramagnetic, presumably

substitution-labile Ni(I) metalloradical species, and thus PPh3
resonances are generally broad and exhibit large contact shifts
because of exchange between free and coordinated ligands.
Interestingly, resonances of ethylene (but not of more sterically
hindered alkenes) and of the smaller iodoalkanes also exhibit
broadening and changes in chemical shifts, indicating that
these compounds also coordinate to the Ni(I) products.

■ EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
General Procedures. All syntheses were carried out under a dry,

deoxygenated argon or nitrogen atmosphere with standard Schlenk
line techniques. Argon was deoxygenated by passage through a heated

Scheme 11. Non-conventional, Two-Electron but Radical-
Based Ni(0)−Ni(II) Catalytic Cycle for Cross-Coupling
Reactions
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column of BASF copper catalyst and then dried by passing through a
column of 4 Å molecular sieves. Handling and storage of air-sensitive
compounds were carried out in an LC Technology LCBT-1 benchtop
purged glovebox. NMR spectra were recorded on Bruker AV500 or
AV600 MHz spectrometers, with 1H NMR data being referenced to
TMS via the residual proton signals of the deuterated solvent.
As a general procedure, NMR solutions of 0.48 mg Ni(PPh3)4 (43

μmol) in toluene-d8 were made up under nitrogen in a glovebox and
then placed in a dry ice−acetone bath and treated with 1−4 equiv of
alkyl halide. Samples were then placed in an NMR probe preset to
180−200 K, and reactions were monitored by 1H NMR spectroscopy
over a range of temperatures.
Computational Methods. Geometries were optimized using

Gaussian 0917 coupled to the external Baker optimizer34 via the BOpt
package;35 at this stage we used the B3LYP functional18,19 in
combination with the SVP basis21 (LANL2DZ with corresponding
ECP at Ni, Br, and I22) and a solvent correction (PCM = toluene20).
The nature of all stationary points was checked using a vibrational
analysis (no imaginary frequencies for minima, exactly one for
transition states). Improved single-point energies were then calculated
using Gaussian 09, the M06 functional,23 the cc-pVTZ basis set24

obtained from the EMSL library,25 and the PCM solvent correction.
Phosphine dissociation energies are fairly sensitive to the choice of
functional and correlation treatment; in our previous paper we found
that for this type of system M06 produces more reasonable results
than the add-on Grimme DFT-D3 correction.36 To obtain final free
energies, thermal corrections from the B3LYP/SVP vibrational
analysis (enthalpy and entropy, 298 K, 1 bar) were added to the
above-mentioned final electronic energies; the entropy contribution
was scaled by 0.67 to account for reduced freedom in solution.37
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(c) Kaupp, M.; Köhler, F. H. Combining NMR spectroscopy and
quantum chemistry as tools to quantify spin density distributions in
molecular magnetic compounds. Coord. Chem. Rev. 2009, 253, 2376.
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