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Summary: The rearrangement of chromium(0) carbene
complexes 4 to isocyanides 5 occurs either thermally or
by SiO2 catalysis through 1,2-diaminobenzene addition
followed by breakage of the bicyclic carbene intermediate
11. Complexes 4 with 1,8-diaminonaphthalene lead in
very smooth conditions to 2-substituted perimidines 9
with good yields through an unprecedented cleavage of
the carbon skeleton of the metal complex in a formal
retro-Aumann reaction.

Many reactions of R,â-unsaturated group 6 Fischer
carbene complexes and nucleophiles are analogous to
those experienced by organic esters and amides.1 How-
ever, in many cases, the presence of the metal fragment
results in the formation of more sophisticated products
than those expected from the standard 1,4- or 1,2-
addition of the nucleophile.2 The chemistry developed
therefrom has produced an impressive array of syn-
thetically useful processes.3 Recently, we and others
have demonstrated that the metal fragment of R,â-
unsaturated chromium(0) carbene complexes also par-
ticipates in the addition reactions of simple nucleophiles
such as the hydride anion.4 Despite the number of
reactions reported for R,â-unsaturated group 6 metal
carbenes, reactions in which the carbon skeleton of the
complex is broken are rare. The first example of this
class of processes was reported by Dötz in the spontane-
ous retro-Fischer fragmentation of complex 1 to enyne

2 (Scheme 1).5,6 During our ongoing research directed
toward the synthesis of cyclophanic bi- and polynuclear
group 6 metal carbene complexes,7 we observed that 1,4-
adducts such as 3 derived from the addition of 1,2-
diaminobenzene to different alkoxyalkynyl group 6
carbene complexes 4 were reactive either by gently
heating or in the presence of SiO2 (Scheme 2). Reported
herein is this novel alkoxyalkynylchromium(0) carbene
to chromium(0) isocyanide rearrangement in the Michael
adducts 3 derived from the reaction of those complexes
with 1,2-diaminobenzene,6 as well as an unprecedented
“retro-Aumann” process8 in the reaction of alkynyl-
alkoxy group 6 carbene complexes with 1,8-diamino-
naphthalene.

Complexes 3a-c, obtained from the standard addition
of 1,2-diaminobenzene to alkoxyalkynylchromium(0)
carbene complexes 4a-c, evolve to new chromium-
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containing products by gently heating in THF solution
(Scheme 2).9 These new products lacked the carbene
ligand, and their outstanding NMR characteristics were
the presence of a signal attributable to a methyl group
(δ ) 1.77-2.23 ppm and δ ) 18.0-20.4 ppm in 1H and
13C NMR, respectively), as well as a signal assignable
to a quaternary carbon at 214.5 ppm in their 13C NMR
spectra. A single monocrystal of the product derived
from complex 3b was analyzed by X-ray diffraction.10

The structure of isocyanide complex 5b was thus
established for this compound (Figure 1) and, hence, for
compounds 5a and 5c obtained from complexes 3a and
3c, respectively.11 The rearrangement alkoxychromium-
(0) carbene f pentacarbonylchromium(0) isocyanide
also occurred in the presence of silica gel, and com-
pounds 5 could be obtained by column chromatography
or by stirring a hexane/AcOEt (10:1) solution of com-
plexes 3 in the presence of SiO2. Under these conditions
compound 3c produced complex 6 resulting from the
hydrolysis of the imine group in the initially formed
isocyanide complex 5c. This is an expected result since
aliphatic imines are considerably more prone to hy-
drolysis than aromatic imines. The reaction of compound 4d with 1,2-diaminoben-

zene produced a new chromium carbene complex that
quickly evolved after SiO2 flash chromatography to the
isocyanide complex 5d and complex 6. Although this
new carbene complex was thermally stable at room
temperature, it quickly decomposed to a mixture of
unidentified products when heated in THF. The spec-
troscopic data for this new complex were consistent with
the hemiaminal 7. The hemiaminal structure also
explains the thermal stability of 7 and its evolution to
5d in the presence of acid silica gel, since hemiaminals
are not stable in acid media (Scheme 3).

The scenario was totally different when 1,8-diami-
nonaphthalene was used as the nucleophile. Thus, the
reaction of alkynyl alkoxy chromium carbene complexes
4a and 4d with 1,8-diaminonaphthalene in Cl2CH2 at
room temperature produced a new complex identified
as pentacarbonyl[(ethoxy)(methyl)carbene]chromium(0),
8a, together with a new organic material lacking any
metal moiety. The spectroscopic and analytical data of
these organic compounds were fully consistent with a
perimidine structure 9.12 The reaction is independent
of the substituent attached to the triple bond. Thus,
phenyl and alkyl substituents are compatible with the
fragmentation, producing the heterocyclic compounds
9a,b in goods yields (Scheme 4). Tungsten carbene
complex 4e also reacted with 1,8-naphthalenediamine,
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Figure 1. ORTEP view of the structure of 3b showing the
atomic numbering with 30% probability ellipsoids. Selected
bond lengths [Å] and angles [deg]: Cr1-C24 (COtrans)
1.867(3) Cr1-(COcis) (average) 1.893(3), Cr1-C1 1.988(3),
C1-N2 1.154(3), N2-C3 1.394(3), N9-C10 1.289(3), Cr1-
C1-N2 177.2(2), C24-Cr1-C1 179.0(1).
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yielding perimidine 9a and pentacarbonyl[(ethoxy)-
(methyl)carbene]tungsten(0), 8b, in 97% and 91% yields,
respectively. Therefore, the use of tungsten instead of
chromium carbene complexes exerts no influence on the
reactivity observed (Scheme 4).

The results obtained in the reactions of complexes 4
with 1,2-diaminobenzene may be rationalized through
an initial intramolecular addition of the amino group
to the carbene carbon of complexes 3 to form zwitterionic
complexes 10.13 Compounds 10 should evolve by elimi-
nation of EtOH to form intermediates 11, which produce
the final products through their imine tautomers 12 by
breakage of the bond R to the chromium center (Scheme
5). Support for this proposal is found in the isolation of
hemiaminal complex 7, which should be formed by
EtOH addition to intermediate 12 (R ) t-Bu) (Scheme
3).

The particular peri-position of the two amino groups
in 1,8-diaminonaphthalene enables the double Michael
addition of this reagent to the alkynyl carbene com-
plexes 4 to form the intermediate complexes 15, through
the first 1,4-adducts 14. Cleavage of 15 would form

perimidines 9 together with enolates 16, which after
protonation would yield carbene complexes 8 (Scheme
6). A similar 1,4-addition of a dinucleophile to an
alkynylcarbene complex was earlier reported in the
reaction of cathecol with pentacarbonyl[ethoxy(2-phe-
nylethenyl)]tungsten(0) carbene complex.14 In this case
the oxygenated Michael adduct was stable. Evidently,
in our case the bond breakage is favored by the strong
peri-interaction present in intermediate 15.

In conclusion, we have reported two new fragmenta-
tion reactions of alkynyl group 6 carbene complexes: the
thermal or SiO2-promoted rearrangement of complexes
3 to isocyanides 5 and the unprecedented “retro-
Aumann” cleavage of R,â-unsaturated group 6 Fischer
carbene complexes 4 by reaction with 1,8-diamino-
naphthalene. This latter process leads to 2-substituted
perimidines 9 with good yields under smooth conditions.
These kind of compounds have great potential as DNA-
intercalating agents and play an important role in
organic molecule-based magnets and conducting materi-
als.12 Further work directed toward the application of
these new processes to other complexes and dinucleo-
philes is actively underway in our laboratories.
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