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ABSTRACT: Four cationic iridium complexes with 5-phenyl-
1H-1,2,4-triazole (phtz) type cyclometalating ligands (C^N)
and different ancillary ligands (N^N), namely, [Ir-
(dphtz)2(bpy)]PF6 (1), [Ir(dphtz)2(pzpy)]PF6 (2), [Ir-
(Mephtz)2(pzpy)]PF6 (3), and [Ir(Mephtz)2(dma-pzpy)]PF6
(4), have been designed, synthesized, and fully characterized
(dphtz = 1-(2,6-dimethylphenyl)-3-methyl-5-phenyl-1H-1,2,4-
triazole, Mephtz = 1,3-dimethyl-5-phenyl-1H-1,2,4-triazole;
bpy = 2,2′-bipyridine, pzpy = 2-(1H-pyrazol-1-yl)pyridine,
dma-pzpy = 4-dimethylamino-2-(1H-pyrazol-1-yl) pyridine).
In solution, complex 1 emits efficient yellow light (λmax = 547
nm), which is blue-shifted by nearly 40 nm (or by 1187 cm−1)
compared with that from the archetypal complex [Ir-
(ppy)2(bpy)]PF6 (Hppy = 2-phenylpyridine), owing to the stabilization of the highest occupied molecular orbital by the
phtz-type C^N ligand. In the lightly doped rigid films, complex 1 emits green light with a high luminescent efficiency of 0.89.
Although complexes 2−4 with electron-rich N^N ligands are weakly emissive or nearly nonemissive in the solution, they emit
relatively strong deep-blue light peaked around 435 and 461 nm in the lightly doped films, which is among the bluest reported
for cationic iridium complexes. Theoretical calculations reveal that for complex 1, the emission always comes from the charge-
transfer (CT) (Ir/C^N → N^N) state; for complexes 2 and 3, the 3CT and C^N-centered 3π−π* states lie close in energy and
the emission could originate from either or both of them; for complex 4, the emission comes predominantly from the C^N-
centered 3π−π* state. For blue-emitting complexes 2−4, metal-centered states play an active role in the nonradiative
deactivation of the emitting triplet states. Solid-state light-emitting electrochemical cells (LECs) based on complexes 1−3 show
yellow-green, blue, and blue-green electroluminescence, respectively, with the yellow-green LEC affording a peak current
efficiency of 21.5 cd A−1.

■ INTRODUCTION

Phosphorescent iridium complexes have aroused significant
research interest in the past years, owing to their wide
applications in biological imaging or sensing,1 photocatalysis,2

and optoelectronic devices,3 to mention but a few. While
neutral iridium complexes have been extensively investigated,
cationic ones have drawn increasing attention in recent years,
owing to their desirable features such as intrinsic ionic nature,
good solubility in polar solvent, and rich redox properties. In
particular, cationic iridium complexes have been employed as
emitting materials in solid-state light-emitting electrochemical
cells (LECs),4−12 which, as simple, low-cost and efficient thin-
film devices, represent one promising technology toward next-
generation solid-state lighting.
The archetypal phosphorescent cationic iridium complex,

namely, [Ir(ppy)2(bpy)]PF6 (complex R in Chart 1), with 2-
phenylpyridine (Hppy) as the cyclometalating ligand (C^N)

and 2,2′-bipyridine (bpy) as the ancillary ligand (N^N), emits
orange-red light (λmax = 585 nm in CH3CN).

13−15 Because
blue light is indispensable for lighting applications, extensive
research has been conducted for blue-shifting the emission of
complex R through widening its energy gap.16−18 For example,
electron-deficient substituents (such as F) have been placed at
the phenyl rings of ppy to stabilize the highest occupied
molecular orbital (HOMO),19−22 and electron-rich groups
have been attached at bpy to destabilize the lowest unoccupied
molecular orbital (LUMO).23 In addition, using N^N ligands
with strong ligand field strength stabilizes the HOMO to a
large extent,24−26 whereas employing electron-rich or non-
conjugated N^N ligands destabilizes the LUMO signifi-

Received: May 16, 2019

Article

pubs.acs.org/ICCite This: Inorg. Chem. XXXX, XXX, XXX−XXX

© XXXX American Chemical Society A DOI: 10.1021/acs.inorgchem.9b01433
Inorg. Chem. XXXX, XXX, XXX−XXX

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

vi
a 

N
O

T
T

IN
G

H
A

M
 T

R
E

N
T

 U
N

IV
 o

n 
A

ug
us

t 2
9,

 2
01

9 
at

 1
4:

48
:4

6 
(U

T
C

).
Se

e 
ht

tp
s:

//p
ub

s.
ac

s.
or

g/
sh

ar
in

gg
ui

de
lin

es
 f

or
 o

pt
io

ns
 o

n 
ho

w
 to

 le
gi

tim
at

el
y 

sh
ar

e 
pu

bl
is

he
d 

ar
tic

le
s.

pubs.acs.org/IC
http://pubs.acs.org/action/showCitFormats?doi=10.1021/acs.inorgchem.9b01433
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acs.inorgchem.9b01433


cantly.16,27−30 All these approaches enlarge the energy gap of
the complex, leading to blue-shifted emission.17

It has recently been shown that replacing the pyridine ring in
the ppy-type C^N ligand with a five-membered nitrogen-rich
heterocycle, such as pyrazole,31 triazole,32−34 tetrazole,35,36 or
oxidazole,37,38 can largely blue-shift the emission of the
complex by stabilizing the HOMO in most cases31,34−38 or
by destabilizing the LUMO in some cases.32,33 Chart 1
summarizes these complexes (complexes R1−R7) together
with their emission maximums and luminescent efficiencies in
degassed CH3CN solution. This approach for blue-shifting the
emission is advantageous over the commonly used fluorine-
substitution at the phenyl ring of ppy, because fluorine-
substitution degrades the electrochemical and thermal stability
of the complex.39−41 We note that 5-phenyl-1H-1,2,4-triazole
(phtz), with a five-membered nitrogen-rich triazole ring, fulfills

the requirement for such a molecular design. Moreover, phtz-
type C^N ligands possess high 3π−π* triplet energy, which is
suitable for constructing blue-emitting complexes.42−44 How-
ever, phtz derivatives have so far not been tested as C^N
ligands for constructing blue-emitting cationic iridium
complexes.
Herein, we report a series of cationic iridium complexes with

phtz-type C^N ligands, i.e., [Ir(dphtz)2(bpy)]PF6 (1), [Ir-
(dphtz)2(pzpy)]PF6 (2), [Ir(Mephtz)2(pzpy)]PF6 (3), and
[Ir(Mephtz)2(dma-pzpy)]PF6 (4; Chart 2). Here 1-(2,6-
dimethylphenyl)-3-methyl-5-phenyl-1H-1,2,4-triazole (dphtz)
and 1,3-dimethyl-5-phenyl-1H-1,2,4-triazole (Mephtz) are
employed as the phtz-type C^N ligands, while bpy, 2-(1H-
pyrazol-1-yl)pyridine (pzpy), and 4-dimethylamino-2-(1H-
pyrazol-1-yl)pyridine (dma-pzpy) are selected as the N^N
ligands. Single-crystal structures have been determined to

Chart 1. Archetypal Examples of Cationic Iridium Complexes (R1-R7) with C^N Ligands That Contain Five-Membered
Nitrogen-Rich N-Heterocyclesa

aBn is short for benzyl group. The archetypal complex (R) with conventional ppy C^N ligands is also shown.

Chart 2. Complexes 1−4 Reported in This Work
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verify the chemical structures of the four complexes.
Photophysical and electrochemical characteristics of the
complexes have been systematically investigated with the aid
of theoretical calculations. The use of the complexes as
emitting materials in LECs has also been evaluated.

■ EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
General Information. All solvents and reactants were commer-

cially obtained and used as received. NMR spectra, mass
spectrometry, and elemental analysis were measured with a BRUKER
400/500 NMR spectrometer, an LTQ-ORBITRAP-ETD mass
spectrometer, and an EA3000 elemental analyzer (Eurovector,
Italy), respectively. Absorption spectra, photoluminescence (PL)
spectra, and the PL transient lifetimes were measured with a
Shimadzu UV-2450 spectrophotometer, a HITACHI F-4600
spectrometer, and a transient spectrofluorimeter (Edinburgh Instru-
ments, FLSP920), respectively. The photoluminescent quantum
yields (PLQYs) in solution were measured relative to quinine sulfate
(Φp = 0.545 in 1 M H2SO4). The PLQYs in thin films were measured
with a Hamamatsu C11347 PLQY measurement system equipped
with an integrating sphere. Cyclic voltammetry was conducted with a
RST5200 voltammetric analyzer in dichloromethane (for oxidation of
complexes 1−4 and reduction of complexes 1−3) or N,N-
dimethylformamide (for reduction of complex 4) solutions (10−3

M), and the solutions were degassed with argon before measure-
ments. The cyclic voltammetry was performed at a scan rate of 100
mV s−1 by using a glass-carbon plate, a silver wire, and a platinum wire
as the working, pseudoreference, and counter electrodes, respectively.
Ferrocene and tetrabutylammonium hexafluorophosphate (0.1 M)
were employed as the internal standard and the supporting electrolyte,
respectively.
Synthesis. pzpy and dma-pzpy were synthesized following

reported procedures.16,45 The chloro-bridged iridium dimers, [Ir-
(dphtz)2Cl]2 and [Ir(Mephtz)2Cl]2, were prepared by reacting dphtz
or Mephtz with IrCl3·nH2O in refluxed water/2-ethoxylethanol (1:3)
under an argon atmosphere according to a reported procedure.46

Synthesis of 1-(2,6-Dimethylphenyl)-3-methyl-5-phenyl-1H-
1,2,4-triazole (dphtz). Benzoyl chloride (2.67 g, 19 mmol) and
ethyl acetimidate hydrochloride (2.35 g, 19 mmol) were dissolved in
chloroform (50 mL). To the solution, triethylamine (3.84 g, 38
mmol) was added dropwise under stirring. After being stirred at room
temperature for 18 h under an argon atmosphere, the reaction mixture
was washed with water and dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate. The
solvent was removed under a vacuum, and the residual was dissolved
in chloroform (50 mL). To the solution, 2,6-dimethylphenylhydrazine
hydrochloride (4.32 g, 25 mmol) and triethylamine (9.60 g, 95 mmol)
were added. The mixture was refluxed overnight under an argon
atmosphere. The solvent was removed under a vacuum, and the
residue was purified by column chromatography on silica gel (200−
300 mesh) with ethyl acetate/petroleum ether (1:10) as the eluent,
affording a white solid (2.34 g, 8.8 mmol). Yield: 46%. Mp: 96−97
°C. 1H NMR (CDCl3, 400 MHz, δ [ppm]): 7.48 (d, J = 7.6 Hz, 2H),
7.39−7.27 (m, 4H), 7.16 (d, J = 7.6 Hz, 2H), 2.55 (s, 3H), 1.98 (s,
6H). 13C NMR (CDCl3, 101 MHz, δ [ppm]): 160.98, 154.45, 136.95,
135.85, 129.99, 129.80, 128.74, 128.69, 127.54, 127.25, 17.62, 14.03.
HRMS (ESI, m/z): 264.1504 [M + H]+ (calcd. 264.1495). Anal.
Found: C, 77.78; H, 6.77; N, 16.08. Anal. Calcd for C17H17N3: C,
77.54; H, 6.51; N, 15.96.
Synthesis of 1,3-Dimethyl-5-phenyl-1H-1,2,4-triazole (Mephtz).

The synthesis of Mephtz is similar to that of dphtz, except that
methylhydrazine sulfate replaced 2,6-dimethylphenylhydrazine hydro-
chloride. Yield: 43%. Mp: 72−73 °C. 1H NMR (CDCl3, 500 MHz, δ
[ppm]): 7.69−7.61 (m, 2H), 7.54−7.46 (m, 3H), 3.93 (s, 3H), 2.43
(s, 3H). 13C NMR (CDCl3, 101 MHz, δ [ppm]): 159.80, 154.95,
129.96, 128.79, 128.55, 127.99, 36.59, 13.81. HRMS (ESI, m/z):
174.1036 [M + H]+ (calcd. 174.1026). Anal. Found: C, 69.65; H,
6.64; N, 24.31. Anal. Calcd for C10H11N3: C, 69.34; H, 6.40; N, 24.26.
Synthesis of [Ir(dphtz)2(bpy)]PF6 (1). [Ir(dphtz)2Cl]2 (300 mg,

0.20 mmol) and bpy (65 mg, 0.42 mmol) were dissolved in

ClCH2CH2Cl/CH3CH2OH (10/10 mL). The mixture was refluxed
overnight under an argon atmosphere. To the solution, NH4PF6 (648
mg, 3.9 mmol) was added. After being stirred at room temperature for
1 h, the reaction mixture was purified by column chromatography on
silica gel (200−300 mesh) with acetone/CH2Cl2 (1:20) as the eluent,
affording a yellow solid (327 mg, 0.32 mmol). Yield: 80%. Mp > 360
°C (dec.). 1H NMR (acetone-d6, 400 MHz, δ [ppm]): 8.94 (d, J = 8.0
Hz, 2H), 8.38 (t, J = 7.6 Hz, 2H), 8.27 (d, J = 5.2 Hz, 2H), 7.86−7.76
(m, 2H), 7.54 (t, J = 7.6 Hz, 2H), 7.42 (d, J = 7.6 Hz, 4H), 7.03 (t, J
= 7.6 Hz, 2H), 6.83 (t, J = 7.6 Hz, 2H), 6.75 (d, J = 7.2 Hz, 2H), 6.47
(d, J = 7.6 Hz, 2H), 2.13 (s, 6H), 1.93 (s, 6H), 1.71 (s, 6H). 13C
NMR (acetone-d6, 101 MHz, δ [ppm]): 165.10, 158.26, 156.96,
151.05, 149.29, 139.80, 136.15, 135.92, 135.16, 133.14, 131.36,
131.28, 131.12, 129.22, 129.13, 128.56, 124.90, 123.81, 122.90, 28.99,
28.80, 28.60, 28.41, 16.68, 16.35, 11.04. HRMS (ESI, m/z): 873.2941
[M − PF6]

+ (calcd. 873.3000). Anal. Found: C, 52.11; H, 4.11; N,
10.94. Anal. Calcd for C44H40F6IrN8P: C, 51.91; H, 3.96; N, 11.01.

Synthesis of [Ir(dphtz)2(pzpy)]PF6 (2). The synthesis of [Ir-
(dphtz)2(pzpy)]PF6 followed a procedure similar to that for
[Ir(dphtz)2(bpy)]PF6, except that pzpy replaced bpy, affording an
off-white solid. Yield: 72%. Mp > 350 °C (dec.). 1H NMR (acetone-
d6, 400 MHz, δ [ppm]): 9.22 (d, J = 2.8 Hz, 1H), 8.58 (d, J = 8.0 Hz,
1H), 8.43 (t, J = 7.2 Hz, 1H), 8.07 (d, J = 5.2 Hz, 1H), 7.66 (t, J = 6.8
Hz, 1H), 7.61−7.51 (m, 3H), 7.47−7.38 (m, 4H), 7.04−6.94 (m,
3H), 6.87−6.71 (m, 4H), 6.46 (t, J = 7.6 Hz, 2H), 2.16−2.10 (m,
6H), 2.00 (s, 3H), 1.94 (s, 3H), 1.83 (s, 3H), 1.79 (s, 3H). 13C NMR
(acetone-d6, 101 MHz, δ [ppm]): 165.07, 164.97, 158.16, 158.15,
150.30, 149.53, 148.00, 144.90, 143.97, 141.86, 136.16, 136.14,
135.90, 135.18, 135.16, 133.38, 133.26, 132.31, 131.52, 131.48,
131.29, 131.10, 130.89, 129.21, 129.13, 125.24, 123.77, 123.44,
122.97, 122.78, 113.63, 111.42, 16.67, 16.41, 16.36, 11.26, 11.04.
HRMS (ESI, m/z): 862.2906 [M − PF6]

+ (calcd. 862.2952). Anal.
Found: C, 50.31; H, 4.14; N, 12.41. Anal. Calcd for C42H39F6IrN9P:
C, 50.09; H, 3.90; N, 12.52.

Synthesis of [Ir(Mephtz)2(pzpy)]PF6 (3). The synthesis of [Ir-
(Mephtz)2(pzpy)]PF6 followed a procedure similar to that for
[Ir(dphtz)2(bpy)]PF6, except that [Ir(dphtz)2Cl]2 and bpy were
replaced by [Ir(Mephtz)2Cl]2 and pzpy, respectively, yielding an off-
white solid. Yield: 80%. Mp > 350 °C (dec.). 1H NMR (acetone-d6,
500 MHz, δ [ppm]): 9.15 (d, J = 3.0 Hz, 1H), 8.47 (d, J = 8.4 Hz,
1H), 8.33 (td, J = 8.0, 1.5 Hz, 1H), 7.91 (d, J = 5.0 Hz, 1H), 7.82 (d, J
= 7.5 Hz, 1H), 7.80 (d, J = 7.5 Hz, 1H), 7.53 (t, J = 6.0 Hz, 1H), 7.37
(d, J = 1.5 Hz, 1H), 7.17−7.04 (m, 2H), 7.03−6.89 (m, 3H), 6.55 (d,
J = 7.5 Hz, 1H), 6.52 (d, J = 7.5 Hz, 1H), 4.34 (s, 3H), 4.33 (s, 3H),
1.64 (s, 3H). 1.60 (s, 3H). 13C NMR (acetone-d6, 101 MHz, δ
[ppm]): 164.40, 164.33, 156.08, 150.09, 149.83, 147.33, 144.20,
144.00, 141.51, 133.42, 133.34, 132.08, 132.04, 131.94, 130.40,
130.00, 125.12, 124.99, 124.78, 122.62, 122.46, 113.20, 111.14, 37.47,
10.92, 10.71. HRMS (ESI, m/z): 682.2026 [M − PF6]

+ (calcd.
682.2013). Anal. Found: C, 40.85; H, 3.52; N, 15.03. Anal. Calcd for
C28H27F6IrN9P: C, 40.68; H, 3.29; N, 15.25.

Synthesis of [Ir(Mephtz)2(dma-pzpy)]PF6 (4). The synthesis of
[Ir(Mephtz)2(dma-pzpy)]PF6 followed a procedure similar to that of
[Ir(dphtz)2(bpy)]PF6, except that [Ir(dphtz)2Cl]2 and bpy were
replaced by [Ir(Mephtz)2Cl]2 and dma-pzpy, respectively, yielding an
off-white solid. Yield: 72%. Mp > 350 °C (dec.). 1H NMR (acetone-
d6, 500 MHz, δ [ppm]): 9.15 (d, J = 3.0 Hz, 1H), 7.81−7.76 (m, 2H),
7.53 (d, J = 2.5 Hz, 1H), 7.29−7.25 (m, 2H), 7.10−7.00 (m, 2H),
6.99−6.89 (m, 2H), 6.84−6.81 (m, 1H), 6.69 (dd, J = 6.8, 2.6 Hz,
1H), 6.53 (d, J = 7.6 Hz, 2H), 4.34−4.33 (m, 6H), 3.22 (s, 6H), 1.72
(s, 3H), 1.63 (s, 3H). 13C NMR (acetone-d6, 101 MHz, δ [ppm]):
164.67, 164.40, 156.50, 155.94, 155.91, 150.14, 148.29, 147.71,
145.70, 142.88, 133.71, 133.33, 132.31, 132.06, 130.81, 130.17,
129.82, 124.91, 124.65, 122.17, 122.07, 110.57, 107.69, 93.34, 39.01,
37.42, 37.40, 11.18, 10.63. HRMS (ESI, m/z): 725.2413 [M − PF6]

+

(calcd. 725.2435). Anal. Found: C, 41.23; H, 3.84; N, 16.01. Anal.
Calcd for C30H32F6IrN10P: C, 41.42; H, 3.71; N, 16.10.

X-ray Crystallography. The X-ray experiments on single crystals
of complexes 1 and 2 were performed with a Bruker Apex Duo CCD
diffractometer at 150 K. The X-ray experiments on single crystals of
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complexes 3 and 4 were performed with a Rigaku CCD Saturn 724 +
diffractometer at 153 K. The diffractometers were equipped with
graphite monochromatized Mo Kα radiation (λ = 0.71073 Å). The
positions of non-hydrogen atoms were produced by direct phase
determination, which were subjected to anisotropic refinement.
Hydrogen atoms were theoretically produced, riding on their parent
atoms in the refinement. Data analysis was conducted by using the
OLEX2 program.47

Quantum Chemical Calculations. Calculations on the ground
and excited states were conducted with the density functional theory
(DFT) at the B3LYP level.48,49 “Double-ξ” quality basis sets were
used (6-31G** for C, H, N and LANL2DZ for Ir).50 The inner core
electrons of Ir(III) were replaced by an effective core potential
(ECP), and the outer core (5s)2(5p)6 electrons and the (5d)6 valence
electrons of Ir(III) were left.51 Optimization of the geometries of
singlet ground states (S0) were conducted without any symmetry
constraints. Time-dependent DFT (TD-DFT) was used to calculate
the first 10 triplets at the optimized S0 geometries. Optimization of
the geometries of selected triplet states was conducted at the spin-
unrestricted B3LYP level with a spin multiplicity of three. All
calculations were done in the presence of CH3CN solvent. The self-
consistent reaction field (SCRF) theory employing the polarized
continuum (PCM) model was used for the solvent effect.52 The
Gaussian 09 software was used for the above calculations.53 The
Multiwfn program was used for natural transition orbital (NTO)
analysis of triplet transitions.54

Fabrication and Characterization of LECs. Indium−tin−oxide
(ITO) substrates (15 Ω/□) were ultrasonically cleaned in detergent
and then in deionized water. Before film depositions, the ITO
substrates were subjected to the UV zone for 10 min. The
PEDOT:PSS buffer layer was spin-coated onto the ITO substrate
and baked at 200 °C on a hot plate for 10 min. The emissive layer was
spin coated on top of PEDOT:PSS from the CH3CN solution in a
nitrogen-filled glovebox and then baked at 70 °C on a hot plate for 30
min. The film-coated substrate was transferred into a vacuum
chamber, and the Al cathode was thermally evaporated onto the

organic films at 8−10 Å/s. A Keithley 4200 semiconductor
characterization system was used to measure the current−time−
brightness curves under constant driving voltages. A Photo Research
PR705 spectrophotometer was used to measure the electro-
luminescent (EL) spectra. All devices were sealed in the glovebox
before measurements.

■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Synthesis and X-ray Crystal Structures. Scheme 1
depicts the synthetic pathway to dphtz and Mephtz and
complexes 1−4. dphtz and Mephtz were prepared through a
procedure similar to that reported in the literature.42

Complexes 1−4 were prepared by cleavages of the chloro-
bridged iridium dimers, [Ir(dphtz)2Cl]2 or [Ir(Mephtz)2Cl]2,
with bpy, pzpy, or dma-pzpy N^N ligands, followed by anion-
exchange reactions from Cl− to PF6

−. The complexes were
purified by column chromatography, and their chemical
structures were verified by 1H and 13C NMR spectroscopies
(Figures S1−S6), high-resolution mass spectrometry, and
elemental analysis (see Experimental Section).
Single crystals of complexes 1−4 suitable for X-ray

experiments were grown by slow diffusion of hexane into
CH2Cl2 solution of complexes 1−4. Figure 1 displays the
single crystal structures. X-ray crystallographic data and
selected crystallographic parameters are presented in Tables
S1 and S2 in the Supporting Information. Analogous to
reported cationic iridium complexes,15,16,31,33−35 complexes
1−4 display distorted octahedral geometries, and the two C^N
ligands adopt a C,C-cis,N,N-trans configuration. The Ir−C and
Ir−N bond lengths and the ligand bite angles fall within the
normal ranges reported for similar cationic iridium com-
plexes.15,16,31,33−35 For complexes 1 and 2, the pendant 2,6-

Scheme 1. Synthesis of C^N Ligands and Complexes 1−4
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dimethylphenyl rings in dphtz are almost perpendicular to the
1,2,4-triazole planes, as shown by the large dihedral angles
(∼80°) between them. The coordination bond lengths of
complexes 1, R, and R1−R5 were summarized and compared
in Table S3. From Table S3, it can be observed that the Ir−C
and Ir−N bonds formed between the iridium(III) ion and
dphtz C^N ligand in complex 1 exhibit similar lengths to those
formed between the iridium(III) ions and ppy, phenyl-
pyrazole, phenyl-1,2,3-triazole, phenyl-tetrazole, or phenyl-
oxidazole C^N ligands in complexes R and R1−R5.
Photophysical Properties. Figure 2 displays the absorp-

tion and PL spectra of complexes 1−4 in CH3CN solution.
Table 1 summarizes detailed photophysical characteristics.
Complexes 1−4 all show strong absorption bands in the
ultraviolet part (<330 nm) of the spectrum, with large
extinction coefficients (>104 M−1 cm−1), which are attributed
to spin-allowed ligand-centered 1π−π* transitions. Beyond 330
nm, complexes 1−4 show relatively weak absorption bands
that extend to the visible part of the spectrum, which can be
assigned to ligand-to-ligand charge-transfer (1LLCT), metal-to-
ligand charge-transfer (1MLCT), 3LLCT, 3MLCT, and ligand-
centered 3π−π* transitions.13−15,31 The spin-forbidden triplet
transitions are partially allowed owing to the strong spin−orbit
coupling of the iridium ion.

In CH3CN solution, complex 1 emits yellow light centered
at 547 nm (Figure 2), which is blue-shifted by nearly 40 nm
(or by 1187 cm−1) compared with that of complex R (λmax =
585 nm).13−15 This blue-shifted emission indicates that,
compared to ppy, the phtz-type C^N ligand is capable of
blue-shifting the emission of the cationic iridium complex. The
blue shift in emission in the dphtz analogue (ca. 40 nm) is

Figure 1. Crystal structures of (a) complex 1, (b) complex 2, (c) complex 3, and (d) complex 4. Thermal ellipsoids were plotted with 40%
probability. Solvent molecules, PF6

− counteranions, and hydrogen atoms were omitted for clarity.

Figure 2. Absorption and PL spectra of complexes 1−4 in CH3CN
solution. Excitation wavelength for PL is 380 nm for complex 1 and
360 nm for complexes 2 and 3.
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comparable to those (20−60 nm) by other C^N ligands with
five-membered nitrogen-rich heterocycles such as phenyl-
pyrazole, phenyl-1,2,3-triazole, phenyl-tetrazole, or phenyl-
oxidazole ligands (see complexes R1−R5 in Chart 1).31−35 It is
noted that complex 1 affords yellow emission rather than the
blue emission observed in neutral homoleptic iridium
complexes with phtz-type C^N ligands.42,44 This is because,
from the homoleptic iridium complex to complex 1, the energy
gap is largely reduced due to the use of the bpy ancillary ligand.
In CH3CN solution, complex 2 emits weak blue light peaked at
463 and 438 nm and complex 3 emits weak blue-green light
centered at 488 nm. The emission of complexes 2 and 3 is
significantly blue-shifted by 60−80 nm compared to that of
complex 1, which should be ascribed to the large LUMO
destabilization caused by the electron-rich pzpy N^N ligand.16

Similar large blue shifts in emission have been observed in
complexes with phenyl-1,2,3-triazole or phenyl-tetrazole C^N
ligands when electron-rich N^N ligands were used (see
complexes R6 and R7 in Chart 1).35,55,56 As shown in Figure
2, complexes 1 and 3 afford structureless PL spectra, which
indicates that their emission in the solution arises dominantly
from 3CT states;13,14,31,46 complex 2 affords a structured PL
spectrum, which indicates that its emission in the solution
comes mainly from a ligand-centered 3π−π* state.13,31 In
degassed CH3CN solution, complex 1 provides a PLQY of
0.20 and an excited-state lifetime of 1.1 μs, whereas complexes
2 and 3 afford rather low PLQYs (<0.001) and short excited-
state lifetimes (15 and 6 ns, respectively; Table 1). In degassed
CH3CN solution, complex 4 is nearly nonemissive. The rather
weak or even quenched emission of complexes 2−4 indicates
that in the fluid solution, there exist effective nonradiative
deactivation pathways for the emitting triplet states of these
complexes.
The PL spectra of complexes 1−4 at 77 K were measured

and presented in Figure S7 and the emission peaks and excited-
state lifetimes were summarized in Table 1. At 77 K, complex 1
emits green light peaked at 508 and 543 nm. In contrast to the
weakly emissive or nonemissive feature in the solution at room
temperature, at 77 K, complexes 2−4 afford bright blue
emission peaked around 430 and 460 nm. At 77 K, complexes
1−3 all show significantly enhanced excited-state lifetimes (>5
μs) compared to those measured at room temperature in the
solution (Table 1), largely because of the significantly

suppressed nonradiative deactivations in the frozen matrix at
low temperatures.57

Figure 3 depicts the PL spectra of complexes 1−4 in the 2
wt % doped poly(methyl methacrylate) (PMMA) films. The

PL spectra in the neat films are displayed in Figure S8 in the
Supporting Information. Detailed photophysical characteristics
of the films were listed in Table 2. In the doped PMMA film,
complex 1 emits green light centered at 512 nm, while in the
neat film, it emits yellow-green light centered at 544 nm, which
is red-shifted by 32 nm compared to that in the doped film
(Figure S8a). In both doped and neat films, complex 1 affords
featureless emission spectra, which indicates that the emission

Table 1. Photophysical and Electrochemical Data of Complexes 1−4 in Solution

PL at room temperatureb PL at 77 Kc electrochemical datad

absorption λ [nm] (ε × 10−4 [M−1 cm−1])a λ [nm] Φp τ [μs] λ [nm] τ [μs] Eox [V] Ered [V]

1 247 (4.05) 547 0.20 1.1 508 8.9 1.05r −1.88r

363 (0.82) 543
436 (0.09)

2 256 (3.72) 438 <10−3 0.015 436 6.0 1.03r −2.39ir

365 (0.59) 463 466
390 (0.20) 500

3 247 (3.75) 488 <10−3 0.006 428 1.0 (13%) 1.18ir −2.45ir

355 (0.50) 458 8.3 (87%)
380 (0.26) 482

4 257 (5.72) 429 1.0 (12%) 0.88r −2.60ir

355 (0.46) 459 5.2 (88%)
380 (0.19) 482

aIn CH3CN solution (10−5 M). ε represents the molar extinction coefficient. bIn degassed CH3CN (10−5 M) solution. cIn CH3CN glass.
dPotentials were reported versus Fc+/Fc (Fc is ferrocene); r and ir represent reversible and irreversible processes, respectively; for irreversible
processes, peak potentials were reported.

Figure 3. PL spectra of complexes 1−4 in 2 wt % doped PMMA films.
The excitation wavelength is 360 nm.

Table 2. Photophysical Data of Complexes 1−4 in Thin
Films

PL of 2 wt % doped PMMA films PL of neat films

λ [nm] PLQY τ [μs] λ [nm] PLQY τ [μs]

1 512 0.89 1.34 544 0.63 0.88
2 436, 463 0.22 0.7 (16%) 468 0.03 0.11 (65%)

3.2 (84%) 0.57 (35%)
3 436, 461 0.21 0.9 (33%) 485 0.02 0.10 (40%)

3.2 (67%) 0.54 (60%)
4 434, 461 0.20 0.9 (27%) 444, 468 <0.01 0.07 (91%)

3.4 (73%) 0.47 (9%)
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always arises from the 3CT state. In the doped PMMA films,
complexes 2−4 emit blue light peaked around 435 and 460
nm, which is among the bluest reported for cationic iridium
complexes;16,17,24,30,37,45,58−61 complexes 2−4 all show struc-
tured PL spectra (Figure 3), which indicates that their
emission in the doped films mainly arises from ligand-centered
3π−π* states. In the neat films, complexes 2 and 4 exhibit
moderately red-shifted (by 10−20 nm) emission (Figure S8b
and d), and complex 3 exhibits largely red-shifted (by 30−40
nm) emission (Figure S8c), as compared to their emission in
the doped PMMA films. In the neat films, complex 2 shows a
slightly structured but relatively broad PL spectrum (Figure
S8b), which indicates that the emission could arise from both
ligand-centered 3π−π* and 3CT states; complex 3 shows a
featureless PL spectrum (Figure S8c), which indicates the
origination of emission from a 3CT state. Complex 4 shows a
structured PL spectrum (Figure S8d), which indicates that the
emission comes mainly from a ligand-centered 3π−π* state.
Apparently, for complexes 2 and 3, when passing from the
doped film to the neat film, the emitting triplet state is varied
from the ligand-centered 3π−π* to the 3CT states, which
indicates that these two states are close-lying in energy and the
emission could occur from either or both of them.37,38,62,63 For
complex 3, it is further noted that the emitting triplet state is
varied from the 3CT state to the ligand-centered 3π−π* state
when passing from the solution to the doped PMMA film, as
evidenced by the change of the emission spectrum from a
featureless one to a structured one (Figures 2 and 3), which
further indicates the closeness of these two states in energy.
As shown in Table 2, in the 2 wt % doped PMMA film,

complex 1 provides a rather high PLQY of 0.89, and complexes
2−4 provide PLQYs of 0.22, 0.21, and 0.20, respectively, which
are significantly increased compared to those measured in the
solution, because of the reduced nonradiative deactivation in
the rigid films. In the neat films, complexes 1−4 all display
reduced PLQYs and excited-state lifetimes as compared to
those measured in the doped PMMA films (Table 2), because
of the phosphorescence concentration quenching in the neat
films. It is noteworthy that complex 1 in the neat film still
shows a high PLQY of 0.63, which indicates its great potential
for use in LECs.
Theoretical Calculations. To understand the photo-

physical characteristics of complexes 1−4, theoretical calcu-
lations were performed with the DFT approach (see
Experimental Section). Figure 4 displays the optimized S0
geometries along with the energy levels and surface
distributions of HOMO and LUMO orbitals. Illustrations on
more molecular orbitals are presented in Table S4. The
optimized geometrical parameters, as shown in Table S5 in the
Supporting Information, agree with those found in the single
crystal structures (Table S2). For all the complexes, the
occupied orbitals, including HOMO, HOMO−1, HOMO−2,
and HOMO−3, distribute predominantly over the C^N
ligands and the iridium ions, except that the HOMO−1 of
complex 4 distributes mainly on the iridium ion and the dma-
pzpy N^N ligand. The LUMO orbitals are localized
predominantly over the N^N ligands, whereas the LUMO+1,
LUMO+2, and LUMO+3 orbitals are localized over either the
C^N ligands or the N^N ligands (Table S4).
As shown in Figure 4, compared to the archetypal complex

R, complex 1 shows a stabilized (by 0.12 eV) HOMO level and
a similar LUMO level. This reveals that, compared to ppy, the
phtz-type C^N ligand stabilizes the HOMO of the complex,

which leads to the blue-shifted emission, as experimentally
observed. From complex 1 to complex 2, the LUMO level is
destabilized owing to the use of the electron-rich pzpy N^N
ligand in complex 2.16 From complex 2 to complex 3, the
energy levels remain almost unchanged, because they use
similar C^N ligands and the same pzpy N^N ligand. From
complex 3 to complex 4, the LUMO level is further
destabilized owing to the use of highly electron-rich dma-
pzpy N^N ligand in complex 4.45 These LUMO destabiliza-
tions lead to further blue-shifted emission for complexes 2−4,
as experimentally observed.
TDDFT calculations were conducted at the optimized S0

geometries to explore the triplet-state characteristics. By
analyzing the dominant transitions and the surface distribu-
tions of the molecular orbitals in the transitions, the character
of the triplet states was obtained. Table 3 summarizes the
characteristics of triplet states. For complex 1, the T1 state
exhibits mixed 3MLCT (Ir → N^N)/3LLCT (C^N → N^N)
character, that is, pure CT character. The T2 state shows mixed
3MLCT (Ir → N^N)/3π−π* (N^N-centered) character. The
T3 state exhibits mixed 3MLCT (Ir → C^N)/3π−π* (C^N-
centered) character as well as some 3MLCT (Ir →
N^N)/3LLCT (C^N → N^N) character. As shown by
photophysical characterizations, the emission of complex 1
always comes from the 3CT state. Therefore, for complex 1,
the T1 state always represents the lowest emitting triplet state.
For complexes 2 and 3, the situation becomes more

complicated. As shown in Table 3, for complex 2, the T1
and T3 states show mixed 3MLCT (Ir → C^N)/3π−π* (C^N-
centered) character as well as some 3MLCT (Ir →
N^N)/3LLCT (C^N → N^N) character, whereas the T2
state exhibits predominantly mixed 3MLCT (Ir →
N^N)/3LLCT (C^N → N^N) character, that is, pure CT
character. For complex 3, the T1 state shows mixed 3MLCT (Ir
→ N^N)/3LLCT (C^N → N^N) character, that is, pure CT
character, while the T2 and T3 states show mixed 3MLCT (Ir
→ C^N)/3π−π* (C^N-centered) character. As shown in
Table 3, for both complexes 2 and 3, the T1, T2, and T3 states
are close-lying in energy (within 0.1 eV), and thereby, the
emission could come from any of them.37,38,62−64 Photo-
physical characterizations have revealed that the PL of
complexes 2 and 3 can arise from either 3CT or ligand-
centered 3π−π* or both of them depending on the local

Figure 4. Optimized S0 geometries and energy levels, surface
distributions of HOMO (lower images) and LUMO (upper images)
orbitals computed for complexes 1−4. Energy levels of complex R are
also shown.
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environment of the complex. Therefore, for complexes 2 and 3,
the emission could arise from either T1 or T2 or T3 states.
For complex 4, the situation becomes simple again. As

shown in Table 3, the T1 and T2 states of complex 4 are nearly
degenerate in energy and both show mixed 3MLCT (Ir →
C^N)/3π−π* (C^N-centered) character. The T4 state, as the
pure 3CT state (Ir/C^N → N^N), lies above T1 by 0.31 eV.
For complex 4, the 3CT state is remarkably destabilized away
from the C^N-centered 3π−π* states, due to the use of the
highly electron-rich dma-pzpy N^N ligand, and is thus unlikely
to contribute to the emission.45 The photophysical character-
izations reveal that the emission of complex 4 always shows
dominant ligand-centered 3π−π* character. Therefore, for
complex 4, the emission always comes from the T1 or T2 states.
To further confirm the character assigned to the triplet states

shown in Table 3, natural transition orbital (NTO) analysis,
which is a simpler and better method for analyzing character of
electronic transitions (especially for those with multiconfigura-
tional characteristics),65 was performed on the triplet
transitions of complexes 1−4 (Figure S9 and analysis therein).
The character of the triplet states obtained by the NTO
analysis is consistent with that obtained by the direct TDDFT
method shown in Table 3.
The low-lying triplet states of complexes 1−4 were fully

optimized at the UB3LYP level to further investigate their
characteristics (see Experimental Section). The geometrical
parameters, computed triplet energies, and Cartesian coor-
dinates of optimized geometries are summarized in Tables S5,
S6, and S7, respectively, in the Supporting Information. For
complexes 1, 3, and 4, optimization starting from the S0
geometry led to the T1 state, while for complex 2, it leads to
the T2 state. For the T1 state of complex 2 and the T2 state of
complex 3 that possess C^N-centered 3π−π* character (Table
3), optimizations were started from the geometry with an
adjusted structure of one C^N ligand (e.g., reduction of the
C−C inter-ring bond). Figure 5 displays the geometries,
distributions of spin density, and energy level diagrams of the
optimized triplet states. As shown in Figure 5a, for complex 1,

the spin density of the T1 state is localized over the iridium
ions, cyclometalated phenyl rings of dphtz C^N ligands, and
the bpy N^N ligand, which accords with the dominant 3MLCT
(Ir→ N^N)/3LLCT (C^N→ N^N) character for the T1 state
(Table 3).
As shown in Figure 5b, for complex 2, the spin density of the

T1 state is localized over the iridium ion and one dphtz C^N
ligand, which is consistent with the dominant 3MLCT (Ir →
C^N)/3π−π* (C^N-centered) character for the T1 state; the
spin density of the T2 state is localized over the iridium ions,
the cyclometalated phenyl rings of dphtz C^N ligands, and the
pzpy N^N ligand, in accordance with the dominant 3MLCT
(Ir→ N^N)/3LLCT (C^N→ N^N) character for the T2 state
(Table 3).
As shown in Figure 5c, for complex 3, the spin-density

distributions of the T1 and T2 states resemble those observed
for complex 2, except that the character for the T1 and T2
states is reversed, that is, the T1 state is the 3MLCT (Ir →
N^N)/3LLCT (C^N → N^N) state, whereas the T2 state is
the 3MLCT (Ir → C^N)/3π−π* (C^N-centered) state. It is
noted that for complexes 2 and 3, the fully relaxed T1 and T2
states are still close-lying in energy, within 0.07 eV for complex
2, and 0.05 eV for complex 3. For complex 3, the fully relaxed
T2 state lies even below the T1 state (Figure 5c).
As shown in Figure 5d, for complex 4, the spin density of the

T1 state is localized over one Mephtz C^N ligand and the
iridium ion, which accords with the dominant 3MLCT (Ir →
C^N)/3π−π* (C^N-centered) character for the T1 state
(Table 3).
For iridium complexes, metal-centered states (3MC) (d−d

transitions) induce large nonradiative deactivation of the
emitting triplet states, especially for blue-emitting
ones.26,35,43,57,66 The 3MC states of complexes 1−4 were
thereby optimized by starting from the geometries with
elongated Ir−N bonds. Two types of 3MC states have been
obtained. The elongation of Ir−NC∧N bonds led to the 3MC1
state, whereas the elongation of Ir−NN∧N bonds, combined
with the rotation of the pyridine ring along the inter-ring bond,

Table 3. Characteristics of Selected Triplet States Calculated from the TDDFT Approach

state E (eV)a dominant transitionsb dominant character

1 T1 2.62 H → L (96%) dπ(Ir)-π(C^N) → π*(N^N)
T2 2.98 H − 2 → L (40%), H − 10 → L (36%) dπ(Ir)-π(N^N) → π*(N^N)
T3 3.04 H → L + 1 (34%), H → L + 2 (26%) dπ(Ir)-π(C^N) → π*(C^N)

H − 1→L+3 (11%) dπ(Ir)-π(C^N) → π*(N^N)
2 T1 3.04 H → L + 1 (23%), H → L + 2 (23%) dπ(Ir)-π(C^N) → π*(C^N)

H → L (22%), H − 1 → L + 3 (10%) dπ(Ir)-π(C^N) → π*(N^N)
T2 3.05 H → L (74%) dπ(Ir)-π(C^N) → π*(N^N)
T3 3.09 H → L + 3 (38%), H − 1 → L + 2 (16%) dπ(Ir)-π(C^N) → π*(C^N)

dπ(Ir)-π(C^N) → π*(N^N)
3 T1 3.03 H → L (90%) dπ(Ir)-π(C^N) → π*(N^N)

T2 3.06 H → L + 2 (39%), H − 1 → L + 3 (15%) dπ(Ir)-π(C^N) → π*(C^N)
H → L + 1 (14%)

T3 3.10 H → L + 3 (39%), H − 1 → L + 2 (21%) dπ(Ir)-π(C^N) → π*(C^N)
4 T1 3.04 H → L + 1 (60%) dπ(Ir)-π(C^N) → π*(C^N)

T2 3.10 H → L + 2 (44%), H − 2 → L + 1 (14%) dπ(Ir)-π(C^N) → π*(C^N)
H − 3 → L + 1 (13%)

T3 3.22 H − 1 → L (58%), H → L (20%) dπ(Ir)-π(N^N) → π*(N^N)
dπ(Ir)-π(C^N) → π*(N^N)

T4 3.35 H → L (64%), H − 1 → L (16%) dπ(Ir)-π(C^N) → π*(N^N)
aVertical excitation energies. bDominant excitations with contributions (in parentheses) larger than 10%; H and L represent HOMO and LUMO,
respectively.
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led to the 3MC2 state. As shown in Figure 5a−d, the spin
densities of the 3MC states are localized mainly over the
iridium ions, which agrees with the metal-centered character of
3MC state. On the 3MC1 states, complexes 1−4 still display
distorted octahedral geometries, but the two Ir−NC∧N bonds
(ca. 2.5 Å) are remarkably lengthened compared with those
(ca. 2.1 Å) on the S0 states (Table S5). On the 3MC2 states,
complex 1 also exhibits a distorted octahedral geometry, but
the two Ir−Nbpy bonds (ca. 2.5 Å) are remarkably elongated,
and the bpy ligand is twisted with a large dihedral angle of 19°
between the two pyridine rings (Table S5). For complexes 2−
4 on the 3MC2 states, the pyridine rings of the ancillary ligands
are rotated around the inter-ring bonds by 38−49° and stay
away from the central iridium ions (Ir−Npyridine ≈ 3.5 Å),
which indicates the full decoordination of the pyridine rings.
As a result, complexes 2−4 on the 3MC2 states display
distorted trigonal bipyramid molecular geometries, which are
similar to those found on the 3MC states of other complexes
with asymmetric ancillary ligands.26,35,66

As shown in Figure 5a, for yellow-emitting complex 1, the
3MC1 and

3MC2 states lie much higher (by 0.33 and 0.47 eV,
respectively) in energy than the T1 state, which are thus
unlikely to cause a large nonradiative deactivation for the T1
state. As shown in Figure 5b−d, for blue-emitting complexes
2−4, both the 3MC1 and 3MC2 states lie below the lowest

emitting triplet states; therefore, easy population to the 3MC1
and 3MC2 states is expected. On the other hand, the 3MC2
states of complexes 2−4 lie close in energy (ca. 0.5 eV) to the
S0 states at their fully relaxed geometries (Figure 5b−d), which
indicates that they should play a role in the deactivation of the
emission process.26,66 In general, to fully evaluate the
possibility of nonradiative deactivations caused by 3MC states,
the transition state between the emitting and 3MC states and
the minimum energy crossing point between the 3MC and S0
states should be comprehensively considered.67 Nevertheless,
for complexes 2−4, the rather weak emission in the solution
strongly indicates that the low-lying 3MC states play an active
role in the nonradiative deactivation.43,57,67 It is noted that
other blue or blue-green emitting cationic iridium complexes
(complexes R6 and R7 in Chart 1) with phenyl-1,2,3-triazole
or phenyl-tetrazole C^N ligands also show low luminescent
efficiencies in the solution, which has been attributed to the
severe nonradiative deactivations caused by the 3MC
states.35,38,55,56

Electrochemical Properties. Cyclic voltammetry in
solution was performed to investigate the electrochemical
properties of complexes 1−4. Figure 6 displays the cyclic
voltammograms, and the redox potentials are listed in Table 1.
As shown in Figure 6, complex 1 shows reversible oxidation
and reduction processes, with the oxidation and reduction

Figure 5. Schematic energy diagrams and unpaired-electron spin-density contours (0.002 e bohr−3) computed for the optimized triplet states of (a)
complex 1, (b) complex 2, (c) complex 3, and (d) complex 4.
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potentials at 1.05 and −1.88 V, respectively. Compared to
complex R with an oxidation potential of 0.87 V,68 complex 1
shows an anodically shifted (by 0.18 V) oxidation potential,
which indicates a stabilized HOMO for complex 1. This
HOMO stabilization agrees with the theoretical calculations
(vide supra). The redox potentials of complexes 1, R, and R1−
R5 are summarized and compared in Table S3. From Table S3,
it can be observed that, as compared to ppy in complex R, phtz
and 2-phenyl-2H-1,2,3-triazole type C^N ligands in complexes
1 and R3 can stabilize the HOMO of the complex, whereas the
4-phenyl-1H-1,2,3-triazole type C^N ligand in complex R2
destabilizes the LUMO of the complex without largely altering
the HOMO level. It is thus experimentally shown that the
positions of nitrogen atoms in the triazole rings of C^N ligands
play a key role in the energy levels of the complexes.
Nevertheless, replacing the pyridine ring in ppy with a five-
membered nitrogen-rich N-heterocycle always leads to an
enlarged energy gap and blue-shifted emission for the complex
(Table S3). It is noteworthy that most cationic iridium
complexes with phenyl-1,2,3-triazole, phenyl-tetrazole, or
phenyl-oxidazole C^N ligands exhibit irreversible oxidation
processes.33,34,37,38 The reversible oxidation and reduction
processes of complex 1 indicate that it is a suitable emitting
material for LECs.
As shown in Figure 6, complex 2 shows a reversible

oxidation process and an irreversible reduction process. The
oxidation potential of complex 2 (1.03 V) is almost identical to
that of complex 1. However, the reduction potential (−2.39 V)
of complex 2 is significantly cathodically shifted (by ca. 0.5 V)
compared to that (−1.88 V) of complex 1, which indicates a
significantly destabilized LUMO for complex 2. As shown in
Figure 6, for complex 3, its oxidation and reduction processes
are both irreversible. In particular, the broad irreversible
oxidation wave of complex 3 indicates some irreversible
electrochemical reactions occur during the oxidation process,
which makes it difficult to compare the oxidation potential of
complex 3 with those of other complexes. Similar to complex
2, complex 3 with a pzpy N^N ligand shows a significantly
cathodically shifted (by ca. 0.5 V) reduction potential
compared to complex 1. As shown in Figure 6, complex 4
shows a similar oxidation potential to complex 3 but a further
cathodically shifted (by 0.15 V) reduction potential, which
indicates a further stabilized LUMO level for complex 4. These

LUMO destabilizations agree with the theoretical calculations
(vide supra).

LECs. Complexes 1−4 were employed as emitting materials
for LECs (see Experimental Section). The device structure is
ITO/PEDOT:PSS (40 nm)/complex:BMIMPF6 (1:0.8) (100
nm)/Al. The ionic liquid BMIMPF6 (1-butyl-3-methylimida-
zolium hexafluorophosphate) was added into the emitting layer
to shorten the device response time.69 Figure 7 displays the EL

spectra. The LECs based on complexes 1, 2, and 3 show
yellow-green, blue, and blue-green EL, centered at 542, 469,
and 496 nm, with Commission Internationale de L’Eclairage
(CIE) coordinates of (0.38, 0.58), (0.18, 0.30), and (0.28,
0.41), respectively. All the EL spectra are similar to the PL
spectra of the light emitting layers (Figure S10). It is noted
that complex 2 affords a broad EL spectrum, which could be
attributed to (i) origination of emission from both 3CT and
ligand-centered 3π−π* states, as observed in the PL of neat
film and (ii) polarization of molecular orbitals of the ionic
complex under an electrical field.16 The LEC based on
complex 4 was nearly nonemissive under electrical operation,
largely because of the extremely low PLQY of complex 4 in the
concentrated film (Table 2) and the high electron-injection
barrier (ca. 2.0 eV) at the cathode side, resulting from the high
LUMO level of complex 4.
Figure 8 shows the current-density and brightness versus

time curves of LECs. Table 4 summarizes the device data.
Under a constant driving voltage of 3.0 V, the LEC using
complex 1 provides a peak brightness and a peak current
efficiency of 80.0 cd m−2 and 21.5 cd A−1, respectively. The
LECs using complexes 2 and 3 require higher operating
voltages to turn on, which should be ascribed to the increase of
electron-injection barriers at the cathode side, caused by the
enhanced LUMO levels of complexes 2 and 3 as compared to
complex 1.18,70 Under a constant driving voltage of 4.0 V, the
LEC using complex 2 affords a peak brightness and a peak
current efficiency of 10.1 cd m−2 and 0.72 cd A−1, respectively,
and the values for the LEC using complex 3 are 3.3 cd m−2 and
0.65 cd A−1, respectively. The relatively low device perform-
ances for the LECs using complexes 2 and 3 should be related
to (i) difficult electron injection at the cathode side and
thereby unbalanced carrier recombination in the light emitting
layer18,71 and (ii) low luminescent efficiencies of complexes 2
and 3 in concentrated films. Nevertheless, the high efficiency of
the yellow-green LEC using complex 1 and largely blue-shifted
electroluminescence from the LECs using complexes 2 and 3
indicate that phtz-type C^N ligands are promising for the

Figure 6. Cyclic voltammograms of complexes 1−4 in solution. The
small peaks around −1.5 V arise from some unknown impurities
which also appear in the blank test. For complexes 1−3, the solvent is
CH2Cl2. For complex 4, the solvent is CH2Cl2 for oxidation and DMF
for reduction. The scan rate is 100 mV s−1.

Figure 7. EL spectra of LECs using complexes 1−3.
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development of complexes with blue-shifted emission for LEC
applications. Further optimization of the emission color,
efficiency, and the energy levels of the complexes through
ligand control would lead to LECs with further enhanced
performances.

■ CONCLUSION
The phtz-type C^N ligands are for the first time examined in
cationic iridium complexes for blue-shifted emission. In
solution, [Ir(dphtz)2(bpy)]PF6 (1) afforded yellow emission,
which was blue-shifted by nearly 40 nm (or by 1187 cm−1)
compared with that of [Ir(ppy)2(bpy)]PF6, due to the HOMO
stabilization caused by the phtz-type C^N ligand. Although
[Ir(dphtz)2(pzpy)]PF6 (2), [Ir(Mephtz)2(pzpy)]PF6 (3), and
[Ir(Mephtz)2(dma-pzpy)]PF6 (4) showed only weak or even
no emission in solution, they afforded relatively strong deep-
blue emission in the doped films. Theoretical calculations
showed that in complexes 2 and 3, the CT states (Ir/C^N →
pzpy) and C^N-centered 3π−π* states are close-lying in
energy and the emission could come from either or both of
them; in complex 4, the blue emission came predominantly
from the C^N-centered 3π−π* state. LECs based on
complexes 1−3 afforded yellow-green, blue, and blue-green

electroluminescence, respectively, with the yellow-green LEC
affording a high peak current efficiency of 21.5 cd A−1. The
work reveals that fluorine-free cationic iridium complexes with
blue-shifted emission can be successfully constructed with
phtz-type C^N ligands, which are promising emitting materials
for advanced optoelectronic applications. To improve the
luminescent efficiencies of the complexes, the nonradiative
deactivations should be suppressed by destabilizing the dark
3MC states, and the radiative deactivation should be
strengthened by means such as increasing the 3MLCT
contribution in the emitting triplet states.
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1 3.0 0.65 9.2 80.0 21.5 7.5 51 542 (0.38, 0.58)
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aThe time needed to reach 1 cd m−2. bThe time needed to reach the maximum brightness. cThe maximum brightness. dThe maximum current
efficiency. eThe maximum external quantum efficiency. fThe half-lifetime of the device.
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