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Abstract—Contrary to the literature statement we found that aromatic aldehydes react with diethyl phosphite and hexamethyl-
disilazane to give 1-(trimethylsilyloxy)-1-arylmethylphosphonates and not 1-amino-1-arylmethylphosphonate derivatives. There-
fore, for preparation of diethyl N-arylidene-1-amino-1-arylmethylphosphonate, we recommend the direct reaction of hydrobenza-
mides with diethyl phosphite, instead of aromatic aldehydes, hexamethyldisilazane and alumina as catalyst on solid phase, as has
been described previously (Sardarian, A. R.; Kaboudin, B. Tetrahedron Lett. 1997, 38, 2543-2546). © 2003 Elsevier Science Ltd.

All rights reserved.

In 1997 Sardarian and Kaboudin' published unex-
pected results—they claimed a novel synthesis of
diethyl 1-amino-1-arylmethylphosphonates® in the reac-
tion of aromatic aldehydes, hexamethyldisilazane and
diethyl phosphite, via diethyl N-arylidene-l-amino-1-
arylmethylphosphonate,® on the surface of alumina.
They suggested that the use of ‘the technique of sur-
face-mediated solid phase reaction’, alumina in this
case, played an essential role in their experiments. Since
hexamethyldisilazane does not react with carbonyl
compounds* and moreover, reacts with aldehydes (or
ketones) and dialkyl phosphites to give 1-hydroxy-
alkylphosphonic  acid  derivatives—but not  1-
aminoalkylphosphonates®—there is no reason to believe
that addition of ‘acidic alumina’ would change dramat-
ically the route of this reaction (Scheme 1).

However, the authors described the preparation of nine
diethyl I-amino-1-arylmethylphosphonates with reason-
ably good yields and for one representative compound
they confirmed the structure of the 1-aminophospho-
nate by NMR and IR. We expect they undoubtedly
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have also found enough evidence for the rest of their
compounds. So, there is no reason to question their
results. Nevertheless, the question remains how it is
possible to obtain diethyl N-arylidene-1-amino-1-aryl-
methylphosphonates in the reaction of hexamethyldisi-
lazane with aromatic aldehydes and diethyl phosphite?

Therefore, we decided to analyze and reinvestigate this
reaction. The results of our investigation can be sum-
marized as follows:

1. We found that the only effect of the application of
acidic alumina in this protocol was decomposition of
hexamethyldisilazane with evolution of ammonia.® The
reaction of hexamethyldisilazane with alumina (even
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dried in an oven) gives ammonia. So, the mixture of
hexamethyldisilazane and alumina is just a source of
ammonia in this reaction. ’

2. Ammonia reacts ‘in situ’ with aromatic aldehydes to
give  hydrobenzamides (l-aryl-N,N’'-bis(arylidene)-
methanediamine) as sole products (Scheme 2).%

3. Then, the hydrobenzamide reacts with diethyl
phosphite’ to give a diethyl N-arylidene-1-amino-1-
arylmethylphosphonate (Scheme 3), which can be easily
hydrolyzed to a diethyl 1-amino-1-arylmethylphospho-
nate and isolated as its sulphonate or hydrochloride.

In conclusion, for the preparation of diethyl 1-amino-1-
arylmethylphosphonates via diethyl N-arylidene-1-
amino-1-arylmethylphosphonates we recommend the
direct reaction of hydrobenzamide with diethyl phos-
phite,'° instead of aromatic aldehydes with hexamethyl-
disilazane and alumina as the catalyst and solid phase,
as has been described previously.!
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The following synthesis of diethyl N-arylidene-1-amino-
l-arylmethylphosphonate is representative: diethyl phos-
phite (0.30 mole, Aldrich D9,923-4) was added to
hydrobenzamide®® (0.20 mole, Aldrich 16,764-9). The
mixture was heated (80-90°C for about 2 h, until evolu-
tion of ammonia ceased). The yield of diethyl N-benzyli-
dene-1-amino-1-phenylmethylphosphonate was
ascertained by *'P NMR and isolation was accomplished
by evaporation to give the crude product in nearly quan-
titative yield *'P{'"H} NMR (CDCl,): 21.2; 'H NMR
(CDCly): 1.2 (dt, 6H, CH,;, J=7.4), 4.0 (dq, 4H, CH,,
J=174), 49 (d, 1H, CH-P, J=18.5), 7.4-7.8 (m, 10H,
ArH), 8.4 (d, 1H, CH=N, J=4.8) which could be used
directly in the next reaction (for the preparation of
diethyl 1-amino-1-phenylmethylphosphonate hydrochlo-
ride, for example) or purified by vacuum distillation
(bpy; 160-162°C3®).
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