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ABSTRACT

The radical reaction of TMS-substituted xanthates with 2,2-dichlorovinyl ethyl sulfone afforded TMS-substituted homodichlorovinyl compounds
that can be transformed into TMS-substituted propargyl alcohols. Various 2,3-allenols were efficiently prepared from the reaction of these
TMS-substituted propargyl alcohols with TBAF.

2,3-Allenols1 are versatile building blocks for the synthesis
of 2,5-dihydrofurans,2 vinylic epoxides,3 R,�-unsaturated
ketones,4 and numerous other valuable compounds. They
represent important intermediates in the total synthesis of
natural products such as the (+)-furanomycin5 and peridinin.6

Furthermore, 2,3-allenols are substructures in a number of
natural products or pharmaceutical substances,7a such as
mimulaxanthin,7b “Grasshopper Ketone”,7c (R)-cytallene,7d

and (R)-adenallene.7e

One efficient method for accessing 2,3-allenols 1 is the
reaction of TMS-substituted propargyl alcohols 2 with TBAF
(tetra-n-butylammonium fluoride).8 However, except for the
simplest derivatives, these precursors are not readily avail-

able, as indicated in Scheme 1, which summarizes previously
described synthetic routes.

The most frequently explored approach relies on the
generation of the propargylic anion from alkyne 3 followed
by its capture with TMSCl to give key intermediate 4.9

Selective removal of the terminal TMS group requires
treatment with silver nitrate followed by destruction of the
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corresponding silver acetylide with cyanide. Finally, the
resulting alkyne 5 is transformed into the desired allenyl
alcohol 2 in the usual manner.

The two alternative approaches start with the rather
inaccessible R- and �-TMS-substituted aldehydes 6 and 8.
The former is transformed into dibromide 7, which is then
converted into propargylic alcohol 2 through the Corey-Fuchs
reaction.10,11 The formation of the desired alkyne 2 from
aldehyde 8 proceeds via enol triflate 9.12

As part of our work on the degenerative xanthate transfer
reaction,13 we examined a potentially more flexible and more
general route to allenyl alcohols 1. Our synthetic approach,
outlined in Scheme 2, hinges on the possibility of performing

a radical addition of a xanthate 10 onto trimethyl vinyl silane
to give the corresponding adduct 11 and then exchanging
the xanthate group with a dichloro vinyl motif through
reaction with dichlorovinyl ethyl sulfone.14 The resulting
product 12 could subsequently be processed into the desired
allenyl alcohol 1 through the powerful Corey-Fuchs reac-
tion.

While we had previously performed additions of various
xanthates to trimethyl vinyl silane,15 the creation of a new

C-C bond next to the bulky TMS group by radical addition
to the somewhat sterically hindered dichloro-vinyl ethyl
sulfone was far from obvious. It was therefore necessary to
ascertain the viability of this key step in our proposed
strategy.

The radical addition of xanthate 10a-c to trimethyl vinyl
silane proceeded smoothly as shown by the results in Table
1. In the case of xanthate 10c, a 1:1 separable mixture of

diastereoisomers 11c/11c′ was obtained. The lack of dias-
tereoselectivity is not surprising, being typical of most
intermoleculer radical additions.

With the TMS-substituted xanthates 11 in hand, we set
out to assemble the R-TMS-substituted dichlorovinyl com-
pounds 12 via the radical reaction of 11 with 2,2-dichlo-
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Scheme 2. Strategy to Synthesis of 2,3-Allenols from Xanthates

Table 1. Synthesis of TMS-Substituted Xanthates 11

a Isolated yield. b Total yield of 11c and 11c′, 11c/11c′ ) 1/1. 11c, Rf

) 0.6, petroleum ether/EtOAc ) 20:1. 11c′, Rf ) 0.5, petroleum ether/
EtOAc ) 20:1. This reaction was conducted in a mixture of EtOAc and
DME (1:1 v/v).

Table 2. Synthesis of Dichlorovinyl Compounds 12

a Isolated yield. b Total yield of 12c and 12c′, 12c/12c′ ) 1/1. 12c, Rf

) 0.6, petroleum ether/EtOAc ) 30:1. 12c′, Rf ) 0.5, petroleum ether/
EtOAc ) 30:1. The ratio of 12c and 12c′ was determined from the 1H
NMR of the crude product. For reaction details, see Supporting Information.
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rovinyl ethyl sulfone.16 After some extensive experimenta-
tion, we were pleased to find that it was possible to
accomplish the desired transformation leading to R-TMS-
substituted dichlorovinyl compounds 12, albeit in moderate
yield (Table 2). No diastereoselectivity was observed in the
formation of 12c/12c′, but it was possible to separate the
two diastereoisomers by chromatography. It is worth noting
that only a few instances of synthesis of R-TMS-substituted
dichlorovinyl compounds17a or related derivatives10a,17b-d

have been reported to date.
Prior to conducting the Corey-Fuchs reaction, it was

necessary to protect the ketone group as the corresponding
ketal. This was accomplished by treatment with ethylene
glycol under standard acid catalysis. Unfortunately, under
these conditions, the two separated diastereoisomers 12 and
12c′ gave the same mixture of 13c/13c′ (Table 3, entries 3

and 4) through epimerization of the center vicinal to the
acetal group.

Acetals 13 were subjected to the general procedure of the
Corey-Fuchs reaction, and the acetylide was subsequently
quenched with various aldehydes (Table 4, entries 1, 2, 4,
5, 7, 9, and 10) or ketones (entries 3, 6, and 8). Consequently,
a broad assortment of TMS-substituted propargyl alcohols
2 were obtained in moderate to good yield (Table 4).

After reacting with 1.5 equiv of TBAF in THF at room
temperature, the TMS-substituted propargyl alcohols 2 were
transformed into the 2,3-allenols 1 in good to excellent yields
(Table 5). The R position of the 2,3-allenols can bear aryl

(Table 5, entries 1 and 5), naphth-2-yl (entry 10), aliphatic
alkyl (entry 9), and cyclic alkyl (entries 2, 4, and 7). The
alcohols can be secondary (entries 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 9, and 10)
or tertiary (entries 3, 6, and 8). The presence of the masked
ketone allows the installation of a carbonyl group that might
have further reaction potential in combination with the allene
moiety.18,19

The stability of the allyl trimethylsilyl motif in 12a-c
toward acidic conditions, allowing ready formation of ketals
13a-c, is remarkable. One of the initial aims of this project

(15) For some recent examples, see: (a) Corbet, M.; Ferjancic, Z.;
Quiclet-Sire, B.; Zard, S. Z. Org. Lett. 2008, 10, 3579. (b) Quiclet-Sire,
B.; Zard, S. Z. Org. Lett. 2008, 10, 3279. (c) Corbet, M.; Zard, S. Z. Org.
Lett. 2008, 10, 2861. (d) Corbet, M.; de Greef, M.; Zard, S. Z. Org. Lett.
2008, 10, 253.

Table 3. Protection of Dichlorovinyl Compounds 12

a Isolated yield. b Total yield of 13c and 13c′. 13c, Rf ) 0.5, petroleum
ether/EtOAc ) 30:1. 13c′, Rf ) 0.4, petroleum ether/EtOAc ) 30:1. The
ratio of 13c and 13c′ was determined from the 1H NMR of the crude product.
For reaction details, see Supporting Information.

Table 4. Synthesis of TMS-Substituted Propargyl Alcohols 2

a Isolated yield. b dr ) 1:1.
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was to exploit the proximity of the ketone group to induce
ring closure into dichlorocyclohexenol 14 by exposure to
Lewis acid as indicated in Scheme 3. However, treatment
of allylsilane 12a with BF3·OEt2 in CH2Cl2 did not result in
any reaction. Indeed, compound 12a was recovered es-
sentially intact. When we attempted to promote the same
ring formation with fluoride anion, we observed a different
reaction. With 12a, a simple desilylation took place to give
unsaturated dichloro ketone 15 in 44% yield. In the case of
12b, containing slightly more acidic hydrogen, the reaction
proceeded further to furnish monochlorovinyl cyclopropane
16 in moderate yield via enolate B.

In summary, we have established an efficient route to
polyfunctional 2,3-allenols by exploring the potential of the

xanthate transfer process to bring together the various
components, which then could be subjected to the Corey-
Fuchs reaction. This flexibility opens access to a large variety
of structures and complements existing strategies. Further-
more, it is interesting to note that converting the alcohol
group in adduct 2 (Table 4) into a strong nucleofuge, such
as a triflate, followed by treatment with fluoride, provides
1,2,3-trienes (see ref 8e). The present approach should allow
a convenient entry to otherwise inaccessible [3]cumulenes.
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Table 5. Synthesis of 2,3-Allenols 1

a Isolated yield. b dr ) 1:1. c dr ) 1:1:1:1.

Scheme 3. Reaction of 12a and 12b with TBAF
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