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Received 28 May 2001; accepted 12 June 2001

Abstract—The reaction of AlCl3 with 2-dimethylaminoethanol in a 1:1 mole ratio yields [Cl2Al(�-OCH2CH2NMe2)]2 (1), which
further reacts with two equivalents of vinylmagnesium chloride to give the divinylalane [(CH2�CH)2Al(�-OCH2CH2NMe2)]2 (2).
Compound 2 was characterized by elemental analysis, 1H, 13C, and 27Al NMR spectra, mass spectrum and by X-ray structural
analysis. Compound 2 was found to be a useful reagent for the transfer of a vinyl group to 1,3-diphenyl-2-propene-1-one
(trans-chalcone). The 1,4-addition product is formed regioselectively, both in a non-catalyzed as well as in a nickel-catalyzed
reaction. © 2001 Elsevier Science Ltd. All rights reserved.

In recent years, the 1,4-addition of organometallic
reagents to �,�-unsaturated carbonyl compounds has
become a commonly applied method for C�C bond
formation.1 Conjugate reactions of organoaluminium
compounds were used to transfer the methyl group2

and various alkyl3 or alkynyl groups4 to enones. Also,
a number of methods have been developed which allow
access to �,�-unsaturated ketones, e.g. the nickel cata-
lyzed 1,4-addition of alkenylzirconium species,5 the
conjugate vinyl group transfer using Grignard or
lithium reagents in the presence of copper(I) com-
pounds,6 or the copper-catalyzed reactions of alkenyl-
alanes.7 However, the alkenylalanes used in these
reactions were usually generated only in situ. Solely,
Bartocha at al.8 were successful in isolating THF,

trimethylamine, and pyridine adducts of the unstable
trivinylaluminium. The pyridine adduct, the only solid
adduct, appears to be considerably more stable against
polymerization than the other two. Here we report on
the isolation and characterization of the divinylalane
[(CH2�CH)2Al(�-OCH2CH2NMe2)]2 and its ability to
transfer the vinyl group to 1,3-diphenyl-2-propen-1-one
(chalcone) in a conjugate fashion.

Aluminium chloride reacts with equimolar amounts of
2-dimethylaminoethanol in ether at room temperature
with vigorous evolution of HCl and precipitation of
dimeric dichloroaluminium-2-N,N-dimethylamino-
ethanolate [Cl2Al(�-OCH2CH2NMe2)]2 (1) (Scheme 1).
The colorless amorphous crude 1 decomposes on expo-

Scheme 1. (a) AlCl3 (5.53 g, 41.48 mmol) solved in ether (50 mL) at 0°C, addition of Me2NCH2CH2OH (3.69 g, 41.48 mmol) in
ether (50 mL) at 20°C, vigorous evolution of HCl and precipitation of 1, stirring for 12 h at 20°C, decantation of the solvent,
drying of the residue in vacuum: yield: Crude 1 (7.34 g, 95%). (b) 1 (0.59 g, 3.2 mmol) in THF (30 mL), addition of CH2�CHMgCl
in THF (10 mL, 1 M) at −78°C, stirring for 12 h at 20°C, removal of the solvent in vacuum, washing of the residue with hexane
(70 mL), separation, filtration and concentration of the hexane solution, precipitation of 2, recrystallization from hexane: yield.
Pure 2 (0.19 g, 30%).
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sure to air and moisture and is soluble only in polar
solvents like THF or pyridine. Treatment of crude 1
with an excess of vinylmagnesium chloride in THF at
−78°C to room temperature results in the formation
of the new intramolecular stabilized dimeric divinyl-
aluminium-2-dimethylaminoethanolate [(CH2�CH)2Al-
(�-OCH2CH2NMe2)]2 (2)9 with a yield of 30%
(Scheme 1). The dimer 2 which melts at 114°C is
sensitive to oxygen and moisture, but can be stored
in a nitrogen atmosphere for a long period without
polymerization.

Crystals of 2 suitable for X-ray diffraction10 were
obtained from hexane solution at room temperature.
An ORTEP11 diagram of the molecular structure is
shown in Fig. 1. Compound 2 exists as an oxygen
bridged dimer in the solid state. Both aluminium

atoms are five-coordinated. The coordination geome-
try around each aluminium atom corresponds to a
distorted trigonal bipyramid with the coordinating
nitrogen and oxygen atoms in the axial positions. The
equatorial positions are occupied by the two vinyl
groups and the respective bridging alkoxide oxygen.
The central Al2O2 ring is perfectly planar. As it is
typical for five-coordinated aluminium alkoxides,12 the
Al�Oaxial distances (1.92 A� ) are slightly longer than
the Al�Oequat. (1.85 A� ) distances. The Al�N distance
(2.20 A� ) is longer than that reported for [Me2Al(�-
OCH2CH2NMe2)]2 (2.13 A� ), but shorter than that in
[tBu2Al(�-OCH2CH2NMe2)]2 (2.34 A� ).13 This is con-
sistent with the increase in bulkiness of the hydrocar-
bon groups at the aluminium atoms. The axial
N�Al�O� angle (153.1°) is comparable to the values
estimated for other five-coordinate aluminium 2-
(dimethylamino)alkoxides.12

In order to test the usability of 2 in organic synthesis,
we treated it with 1,3-diphenyl-2-propene-1-one
PhCH�CHCOPh (trans-chalcone) (3) as a representa-
tive substrate. The reaction conducted in toluene at
temperatures above 100°C for a period of 2 days
resulted in the transfer of the vinylic group to give
the 1,4-addition product PhCH(CH�CH2)CH2COPh
(4)9 as a colorless oil (Scheme 2). Whereas no reac-
tion occurs at temperatures below 100°C, the addition
of a nickel catalyst allows more gentle reaction condi-
tions. Thus, the reaction of 2 with 3 in the presence
of Ni(acac)2 affords the addition product 4 already at
room temperature in a yield of 50%. In the high
temperature reaction, as well as in the catalyzed low
temperature reaction not even traces of the 1,2-addi-
tion product can be observed in the crude reaction
mixture. Only some of the reactant 3 was recovered.

Concluding, it can be stated that compound 2 repre-
sents the first example of a new type of stable vinyl
aluminium reagent which is of potential use in
organic synthesis. The regioselective transfer of the
vinyl group of 2 to an enone by way of a 1,4-addi-
tion, which is catalyzed by nickel compounds may be
regarded as the starting point of the development of
a new synthetic methodology based on intramolecu-
larly stabilized alkenylaluminium reagents.

Figure 1. ORTEP11 diagram of 2. Thermal ellipsoids are
shown at the 50% probability level. Hydrogen atoms are
omitted for clarity. Selected bond lengths (A� ) and angles
(°): Al�O 1.8452(11), Al�O� 1.9240(11), Al�N 2.1974(13),
Al�C(1) 1.9868(16), Al�C(3) 1.9847(16), C(1)�C(2) 1.320(2),
C(3)�C(4) 1.323(2); N�Al�O� 153.15(5), O�Al�O� 74.38(5),
O�Al�N 79.33(5), O�Al�C(1) 117.50(6), O�Al�C(3)
126.60(6), O��Al�C(1) 100.05(6), O��Al�C(3) 97.76(6),
C(1)�Al�C(3) 115.89(7), C(1)�Al�N 96.75(6), C(3)�Al�N
93.51(6). Symmetry transformation used to generate equiva-
lent atoms: (�) −x+1, −y+1, −z+1.

Scheme 2. (a) 2 (0.11 g, 0.65 mmol) solved in toluene (5 mL), addition of trans-chalcone (0.14 g, 0.65 mmol) in toluene (5 mL),
heating to 100°C for 2 days, quenching with aqueous NaCl (20 mL) and HCl (10%, 2 mL), extraction with CH2Cl2 (30 mL),
separation, drying (Na2SO4), and concentration of the organic phase, purification by LC (hexane/ethylacetate, 20/1): yield. 4 (0.07
g, 46%); (b) dropwise addition of 2 in toluene to a solution of 3 and Ni(acac)2 (10 mol% in toluene), stirring for 12 h at 20°C,
work-up similar to (a), isolation of 4 (50%).
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