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a b s t r a c t

New spiroaminoborate esters derived from 1,1-diphenylprolinol, ephedrine, and dihydroquinine with
different alkoxy substituents were prepared as stable crystalline compounds and characterized by spec-
troscopical analysis and specific rotation. The structure of the spiroborate 4 derived from 1,1-diphenyl-
prolinol and dicyclohexyl-1,10-diol was confirmed by X-ray analysis.

� 2011 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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Figure 1. Spiroaminoborate esters.
Chiral aminoborate esters derived from nonracemic amino alco-
hols are highly effective and efficient catalysts for the asymmetric
borane-mediated reduction of prochiral ketones and oximes.1–5 A
series of spiroborate esters derived from nonracemic 1,2-amino
alcohols were previously prepared in our laboratory and their
enantioselectivity studied as a function of the amino alcohol struc-
ture. Spiroaminoborate ester 1 (Fig. 1), derived from (S)-1,1-diphe-
nyl prolinol and ethylene glycol, achieved outstanding
stereoselection in the reduction of a large variety of arylalkyl and
aromatic heterocyclic ketones, comparable in their enantioselec-
tivity to the CBS oxazaborolidine.6,7 Additionally, spiroborate 6,
prepared from (S)-1,1-diphenyl prolinol and trimethoxy borate,
was found to be an outstanding catalyst for the reduction of aryl
ketones with only 1 mol % loading.2a Furthermore, the spiroborate
ester derived from diphenyl valinol and ethylene glycol was the
first effective catalyst for the asymmetric reduction of arylalkyl
and heterocyclic benzyloxime ethers, therefore, it was successfully
applied for the synthesis of a diverse group of aryl and heterocyclic
enantiopure primary amines and amino ethers.3 Recently, similar
spiroborates derived from a-pinene as the amino alcohol source
and different diols demonstrated to be excellent catalysts for the
reduction of aromatic ketones.5 Due to their Lewis acid-base nat-
ure, aminoborate esters can also be effective catalysts for other
types of reactions, as it was recently reported in the selective
reduction of ketones, esters, and amides using N,N-diethylani-
line-borane.8a Additionally, spiroborate esters have been used as
ll rights reserved.
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synthetic templates for further asymmetric transformations.8b

Aminoborate esters, in contrast to other chiral reducing catalysts,
are stable to air and moisture and, consequently, they are easier
to prepare, purify, store, and handle. Their outstanding enantiose-
lectivity in the borane-mediated reductions may be attributed to
their high purity.

Herein, we describe the synthesis and characterization of novel
nonracemic spiroaminoborate complexes, in particular, with a
variety of dialkoxy substituents. Furthermore, we are interested
in studying the role that the dialkoxy fragment plays in the prop-
erties and stability of these catalysts.

The new spiroaminoborates 2–5, and 7 (Fig. 1), derived from di-
phenyl prolinol and the corresponding diol, were successfully pre-
pared and isolated as colorless crystalline materials. Similarly,

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2011.12.054
mailto:margarita.ortiz1@upr.edu
mailto:ortiz@quimica.uprh.edu                     
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2011.12.054
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00404039
http://www.elsevier.com/locate/tetlet


V. Stepanenko et al. / Tetrahedron Letters 53 (2012) 910–913 911
spiroborates 8 and 9 derived from (R,S)(�)-ephedrine and
dihydroquinine, (9R)-10,11-dihydro-60-methoxycinchonan-9-ol,
respectively, were successfully prepared and characterized.9

The spiroborates 2, 5, 7, 8, and 9 were prepared as shown in
Scheme 1 by gently heating isopropyl borate with the correspond-
ing diol in toluene until a clear solution of the 2-isopro-
poxy[1,3,2]dioxaborolane 10 was observed, followed by the slow
addition of the chiral b-amino alcohol in toluene.1b,9

The formation of intermediate 10 and the spiroborate was
determined by 11B NMR analysis. Initially, it was observed a strong
signal around 23 ppm corresponding to 10, together with a weak
peak at 17.7 ppm, due to a slight excess of triisopropyl borate. A
strong singlet between 5 and 10 ppm indicated the formation of
the aminoborate ester. Surprisingly, the syntheses of the spirobo-
rates 3 and 4 were not successfully achieved after several attempts
using triisopropyl borate or trimethyl borate for the formation of
intermediate 10. However, a modified approach employing boronic
acid under reflux in toluene with azeotropic removal of water, and
subsequent reaction of the boric ester with the b-amino alcohol
provided the desired compounds in quantitative yield.10 In some
cases, impurities of unreacted amino alcohols (ca. 10%) and/or bo-
rate species were removed by recrystallization, except for com-
pound 5, which was obtained after several attempts in a 90%
purity by 11B, 1H, and 13C NMR.9 Borate 6 was prepared as reported
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Scheme 1. General synthesis of spiroaminoborate esters.

Table 1
Spiroaminoborate esters characterization

Borate esters Yield
(%)

11B NMR d
(ppm) (s)

Mp (�C) ½a�23
D

2 98 9.4 169–174 �101 (c 1.3, CHCl3)
3 99 9.8 188–192 �95 (c 1.2, CHCl3)
4 92 9.8 234–236 �74 (c 2.3, CHCl3)
5 99a 6.1 120–123 �59 (c 4.3, CHCl3)
6 68b 6.7 132–136 �130 (c 1.3, CHCl3)
7 99 9.6 192–196 +13 (c 2.0, CHCl3)
8 99 10.0 136–138 �37.5 (c 5.6, DMSO)

�9 (c 2.9, CHCl3)
9 97 10.2 177–182 �137 (c 2.17, CHCl3)

a Purity, 90%.
b Recristalyzed in diisopropyl ether.

Figure 2. X-ray structure of spiroaminoborate ester 4.

Table 2
Relative energy and geometrical parameters of compounds 1–8

Borate DE �10�4 (Kcal/mol) l (D)

a

1 24.52 4.39 12
2 14.65 3.91 11
3 4.93 4.26 11
4 — 3.92 10
5 22.05 3.53 9
6 24.44 3.61 5
7 33.93 4.34 11
8 43.87 4.44 14

a Torsion angle for OA–B–OB–C.
b Torsion angle for N–OC–C.
c Torsion angle for N–OA–OC–OB.
previously by transesterification with trimethyl borate and fully
characterized.2e,11

In general, the pure spiroaminoborate esters were isolated as
crystalline solids and fully characterized by mp, spectroscopic
methods, and specific rotation (Table 1).

Additionally, as indicated in Figure 2, the structure of 4 was cor-
roborated by X-ray analysis.12

Density functional theory calculations (DFT) were performed to
obtain the relative energies of the aminoborate esters 1–8, shown
in Figure 1. The geometry pre-optimizations were performed in
vacuum with the PM3 semi empirical method using the Polak–
Ribiere conjugated gradient protocol. The final optimizations were
performed with DFT [B3LYP/6-31G(d)OPT] using GAUSSIAN 03. All
conformational and thermodynamical parameters were obtained
with DFT single point calculations. The relative energy of com-
pounds compared to the most stable spiroborate 4 was calculated
by the Eq. (1).

DE ¼ ðComp � E1Þ � 627:503 ð1Þ

In Table 2 are indicated the relative energy of the selected
aminoborates, the dipole moment, the B–N bond order, and the
conformational parameters: (a) the OA–B–OB–C torsion angle; (b)
Torsion angle (degree) B–N bond order

b c

0.7 108.2 72.0 0.4631
0.3 113.4 69.9 0.4591
3.9 112.9 71.2 0.4695
8.6 113.0 66.6 0.4579
1.7 156.4 69.7 0.5046
9.1 103.1 66.7 0.4442
3.6 112.69 76.1 0.4318
2.2 131.8 79.4 0.4201
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the N–B–OC–C torsion angle; and (c) the N–OA–OC–OB torsion an-
gle (Scheme 1). The thermal stability of compound 4 is, at least,
4.9 � 104 kcal/mol higher than the other derivatives. Systems with
no phenyl groups on the oxazaborolidine ring, such as 7, are less
stable. The same behavior is observed for systems without a cyclic
ring attached to the amino group, such as compound 8.

It is well known that energy results by the DFT methods do not
have a good correlation with the free energy, which is the best
indicator for the thermal stability of a molecule.13 Therefore, in this
study, the stability trend in the series 1–8 was also rationalized in
terms of the B–N bond order. For these compounds it is established
that the smaller the bond order the weaker the B–N bond, there-
fore the lower the thermal stability of the compound. In this case,
it is well known that calculated bond order is in good agreement
with the experimental values for the method used in this work,
B3LYP/6_31G(d).13 Based on this principle, compounds 7 and 8
should be the less stable, while compound 5, should have the high-
est thermal stability.

In summary, new stable spiroaminoborate esters were success-
fully prepared and fully characterized. Their structural parameters
and thermal stability were studied by molecular calculations.
Interestingly, structure 4 was the most thermally stable by the
DFT calculations, however spiroborate 5 has higher stability using
the B–N bond order method, although the difference in their bond
order is small. The effect of the aminoborate structure and the role
that the dialkoxy fragment plays on their reactivity toward borane
and the mechanism in the enantioselective ketone reduction, will
be addressed in future studies.
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10. Typical procedure for the synthesis of spiroborate ester 3: A mixture of boric
acid (618 mg, 10 mmol) and dicyclopentyl -1,10-diol (1.70 g, 10 mmol) in dry
toluene (40 mL) was gently heated with stirring up to 80 �C over 1 h using a
Dean–Stark distillation trap. A homogeneous sample was analyzed by 11B
NMR, which exhibited the corresponding signal for the boronic acid
intermediate, 11B NMR (128 MHz, CDCl3), d: 22.7 ppm. A solution of (S)-
diphenyl(pyrrolidin-2-yl)methanol (2.53 g, 10 mmol) in dry toluene (20 mL)
was added to the reaction mixture and the resulting solution was refluxed in
a Dean–Stark water removing system over 2 h. The reaction mixture was
concentrated at 90 �C in a rotor evaporator under vacuum (10 mm Hg) and
the white solid was further dried under high vacuum (0.5 mm Hg) over 12 h
to give the final product in quantitative yield (99%); mp 188–192 �C, 1H NMR
(400 MHz, CDCl3): d 1.35–2.00 (m, 20H), 2.92–3.00 (m, 1H), 3.49–3.59 (m,
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