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A series of fused heterocyclic compounds based on a fluorazone structure has been prepared from anthra-
nilic or ortho-aminoheteroaryl carboxylic acids by one-pot sequential pyrrolation/cyclization catalyzed
by 4-chloropyridine hydrochloride, in generally good yield.
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Introduction

Fluorazone (9H-pyrrolo[1,2-a]indol-9-one) and its analogues,
characterized by a benzo fused ring substituted or replaced for a
heterocycle 1 (Fig. 1), represent valuable intermediates in organic
synthesis. They have been extensively studied in relation to a variety
of biological activities showed by many of their functionalized deriv-
atives including anticancer,1 psychostimulant,2 photosensitizing.3

A number of synthetic strategies have been therefore developed
for the preparation of (un)substituted-fluorazones and analogues to
be further elaborated into biologically active agents. Amongst the
numerous synthetic methods discovered, the most appealing ap-
pear those deriving from ortho-(1H-pyrrol-1-yl)aryl and heteroaryl
carboxylic acids, in turn obtained by pyrrolation of ortho-aminoaryl
(anthranilic) and ortho-aminoheteroaryl carboxylic acids, respec-
tively.4–6 However the complete synthetic elaboration of starting
aromatic ortho-aminoacids to the final ketones usually requires
too many reaction steps, which unavoidably results in time-
consuming processes, waste of materials as well as lowering of
overall yields. Typically, the reaction sequence implies: (a)
transformation of the aminoacid into the aminoester, often via an
intermediate isatoic anhydride;7 (b) pyrrolation on the amino
group under Clauson–Kaas conditions; (c) hydrolysis of the ester
group to reinstate the free carboxylic function or its transformation
into an amide; (d) activation of the carboxylic function to an acyl
chloride; (e) cyclization under different conditions; (f) hydrolysis
ll rights reserved.
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).
in the case of amide intermediates.8 Only in a few instances steps
a (then c) and/or d can be bypassed. In fact, the pyrrolation of amino
group with 2,5-dimethoxytetrahydrofuran (DMTHF) is now prefer-
entially carried out in 1,4-dioxane with 4-chloropyridine hydro-
chloride as the acid catalyst,8 without taking into account if the
carboxyl group was protected or not; whereas the classical reflux-
ing acetic acid conditions, which, according to our own experience,
generally require the carboxyl group protection to be effective. This
way, steps a and c of the above sequence can be avoided. Also, we
recently exploited a convenient procedure for the direct intramo-
lecular acylation of ortho-(1H-pyrrol-1-yl)aryl carboxylic acids by
the action of triphosgene, demonstrating that cyclization to ketones
could take place directly, under conditions requiring no preliminary
carboxylic activation (namely step d of the sequence).6

We herein investigated the possibility of converting anthranilic
acids 2a–h into fluorazones 1a–h, through a sequential one-pot
pyrrole formation/cyclization (Scheme 1), with the aim of discove-
ing straightforward alternative methods to reach compounds of
formula 1. Since both reactions were catalyzed by acids, we at-
tempted the transformation of anthranilic acid 2a by using DMTHF
and 4-chloropyridine hydrochloride as the acid catalyst, in a 1:1:2
ratio, in 1,4-dioxane at reflux, after different experimental tech-
niques. Fluorazone 1a was so obtained in variable yields, strictly
depending on reflux time and modalities of mixing the reagents.
The use of an excess of both reactants with respect to the amount
of the starting acid 2a did not seem to considerably influence the
reaction course. Thus, the best results were obtained by dissolving
4-chloropyridine hydrochloride in hot dioxane and then adding a
solution of anthranilic acid 2a and DMTHF in the same solvent. A
smooth conversion to fluorazone 1a was obtained through the
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Figure 1. Fluorazone derivative general structure.

Table 1
Chemical structures, reaction time, yield and melting point of compounds 1a–h

Ar
N

O

Compd Ar Reaction
time (h)

Yield
(%)

Mp (�C)

1a 36 23
121–123 [lit.4a

119.5–121.5]

1b

Br
24 89 176

1c

Me
24 36 [lit.6 110–111]

1d

O
36 34 [lit.6 124–125]

1e

Cl
24 75 [lit.11 140–141]

1f

Cl
24 62

180–181 [lit.11

179–180]

1g

N
24 83 131 [lit.12 130]

1h

S
24 44 [lit.13 123]

Ar

N

O

Ar
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COOH
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Scheme 1. One-pot pyrrolation/cyclization reaction. aSee Table 1.
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formation of intermediate 2-(1H-pyrrol-1-yl)benzoic acid 3a, as
confirmed by TLC and GC monitoring of the reaction. In some in-
stances, small aliquots of catalyst were added time to time in order
to drive the reaction to completion, although variable amounts of
intermediate 2-(1H-pyrrol-1-yl)benzoic acid 3a were recovered
even after prolonged reaction times. The yield, however, reached
only a 23%, after chromatographic purification. The procedure
was then extended to analogous acids 2b–f variously substituted
on the phenyl ring, to give the corresponding substituted-ketones
1b–f in 40–90% yield (Table 1).9 Somewhat surprisingly, the con-
version of the unsubstituted acid 2a remained the least productive
in the series. The generality of this method was also confirmed by
the good results achieved by the synthesis of two hetero-isosteres
of fluorazone, namely, 5H-pyrido[3,2-b]pyrrolizin-5-one 1g and
4H-thieno[3,2-b]pyrrolizin-4-one 1h, which were obtained in 83%
and 44% yield, starting from 2-aminonicotinic acid 2g and 2-ami-
nothiophene-3-carboxylic acid 2h, respectively. It is worth noting
that 2-aminonicotinic acid 2g was reported to fail to react under
classical Clauson–Kaas conditions to give 2-(1H-pyrrol-1-yl)pyri-
dine-3-carboxylic acid 3g, unless previously transformed into an
ester.10

In conclusion, 4-chloropyridine hydrochloride proved to act as
the ideal catalyst for both pyrrolation on amino groups and intra-
molecular acylation of resulting pyrrole by a free carboxylic func-
tion, at the dioxane reflux temperature. This allows the
preparation of fluorazone based derivatives from ortho-aminoaryl
and heteroaryl carboxylic acids in generally good yield, after a sim-
ple work-up. A further advantage of the present procedure lies in
the easy availability of the starting aminoacids 2a–h, most of
which are commercial reagents.
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