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Abstract: An efficient Pd(OAc)2/orotic acid catalytic system has
been developed for Suzuki–Miyaura cross-coupling reaction of ha-
lides with aryl- and vinylboronic acids. The use of pyrimidone as li-
gand makes this method useful and attractive for the synthesis of
stilbenes and derivative compounds. An attractive feature of this
method is the tolerance of functional groups in both substrates.
Keywords: Suzuki–Miyaura cross-coupling reaction, pyrimidones,
vinylboronic acids, halides, stilbenes

The palladium-catalyzed Suzuki–Miyaura cross-coupling
reaction represents one of the most important transforma-
tions in constructing the carbon–carbon bonds in organic
synthesis.1 Phosphine-based ligands are generally air-sen-
sitive and expensive, which places significant limits on
their synthetic applications. Therefore, new types of li-
gands, such as heterocyclic carbenes,2 imine and amine
palladacycles,3 oxime palladacycles,4 diazabutadienes,5
2-aryl-2-oxazolines6 and simple amines,7 as well as li-
gandless systems,8 have emerged for use in the Suzuki–
Miyaura cross-coupling reaction. Weakly bound ligands
tend to give high catalytic activity, but are unstable and
decompose into inactive palladium black, while catalytic
cycle is blocked by strongly bound ligands in complexes
to give low catalytic activity.9 Thus, proper choice/design
of ligands will play a crucial role to generate efficient cat-
alysts in such reaction. Orotic acid is a key compound of
pyrimidine bases of nucleic acids in living organisms, and
is also an interesting ligand in pyrimidine ring. Although,
the coordination sites with most potential are the proton-
ated carboxyl group and its adjacent nitrogen, when they
coordinate to metal ion, the complexation ability of the
exocyclic carbonyl oxygen is greatly enhanced.10 Herein
we wish to report pyrimidone as novel and efficient ligand
for palladium-catalyzed Suzuki–Miyaura cross-couplings
of halides with aryl- and vinylboronic acids (Scheme 1).
To our surprise, there are no reports for Suzuki–Miyaura
cross-coupling reaction with pyrimidone as ligand.
To examine the efficiency of Pd(OAc)2/pyrimidone as a
catalyst in the Suzuki–Miyaura cross-coupling reaction, a
model coupling reaction of 4-bromoanisole and phenyl-
boronic acid was initially tested. The results are summa-
rized in Table 1. The results showed that these
pyrimidones were effective ligands for the palladium-

catalyzed Suzuki–Miyaura reaction. In the absence of li-
gands, only a 42% yield of the cross-coupling product was
isolated in the presence of 1.5 mol% of Pd(OAc)2 and two
equivalents of Cs2CO3 in acetone at 80 °C (entry 1). The
yield of the product increased sharply upon addition of
pyrimidone ligand (entries 2–5). Among the pyrimidone
ligands investigated, orotic acid (L1; Figure 1) was found
to be the best one, which gave the coupling product in
high yield (entry 2). The other ligands (L2–L4; Figure 1)
showed moderate efficiency, which gave the coupling
product in 34–85% yield (entries 3–5). The results were
similar to the reported conclusions.10

Scheme 1 Suzuki–Miyaura cross-coupling reaction with pyrimi-
done as ligand

Figure 1 Ligands tested in this work

Preliminary studies showed that L1 was the best ligand
for palladium-catalyzed Suzuki cross-coupling reaction.
Other reaction parameters, such as solvents, bases, and re-
action temperature, have also been tested. The cross-cou-
pling reaction of 4-bromoanisole with phenylboronic acid
was investigated under argon (Table 2). We first conduct-
ed the reaction in the presence of different loadings of
Pd(OAc)2/L1, using Cs2CO3 (2 equiv) as base, and ace-
tone as solvent (entries 1–3). It was observed that, using
1.5 mol% of Pd(OAc)2, 3 mol% of L1, the desired 4-bro-
mobiphenyl (3) was obtained in 96% yield (entry 2). De-
creasing the amounts of catalyst and ligand was found to
be detrimental to catalytic efficiency (entry 3). Subse-
quently, systems were tested using 1.5 mol% of different
palladium sources (entries 4–7), but the desired product
was formed in lower yields. The efficiency of
Pd(OAc)2/L1 was also evaluated in the presence of differ-
ent inorganic bases and Et3N, as well as in a different sol-
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vent. However, in all cases, no improvement could be
observed (entries 8–14).
The effectiveness of L1 as the ligand was further con-
firmed using various aryl chlorides and aryl boronic acids
under the optimum reaction conditions in acetone with
Cs2CO3 (Table 3).11 The electron-rich and electron-poor
aryl chlorides were smoothly converted into the corre-
sponding biphenyl compounds in high yields (entries 2, 4,
6 and 9). In the more sterically demanding coupling reac-
tion of 2-chloro-1,4-dimethylbenzene with phenylboronic
acid, the product was obtained in a moderate yield (entry
9). The reactions of various arylboronic acids with aryl
chlorides were also examined (entries 1, 3, 5, 10 and 11).
As can be seen from the data contained in Table 3, the re-
action appeared to be sensitive to the substituents on the
boronic acid. Results suggested that the reaction with both
electron-deficient and electron-rich arylboronic acids pro-
ceeded with difficulty to afford the respective biaryls with
a moderate yield, and both the rate and the yield of the re-
action for electron-deficient boronic acids were higher
than those for the electron-rich boronic acids. For exam-
ple, 4-methoxyphenylboronic acid afforded the product in
58% yield after 18 hours; however, 4-acetylphenylboron-
ic acid gave a 72% yield and needed 10 hours (entries 3
and 10).
As the next step of this work, we synthesized (E)-stilbenes
from Pd(OAc)2/L1-catalyzed Suzuki–Miyaura cross-cou-
pling reaction between aryl halides 1 and aryl- and vinyl-
boronic acids 2. As shown in Table 4, a variety of aryl
iodides and aryl bromides were subjected to the optimized
palladium-catalyzed cross-coupling reaction conditions
with vinylboronic acids to provide the stilbenes in moder-
ate to high yields (entries 1–8). Noteworthy was that the
configuration of vinylboronic acids had tremendous influ-
ence on the reaction activity; (E)-vinylboronic acids were
found to favor the reaction. When using 4-iodoanisole and
(E)-vinylboronic acids, the desired product was obtained

in 90% and 82% yield (entries 1 and 2); even an ortho-
substituted aryl iodide afforded the corresponding stil-
bene compound in high yield (entry 4). However no reac-
tion occurred when (Z)-vinylboronic acid was utilized
(entry 3). In addition, aryl-substituted (E)-vinylboronic
acid coupled with inactive aryl bromides showed higher
reactivity, while that substituted with alkyl gave poor
yields (entries 5 and 6). Vinyl bromides were also tested
as the coupling partners (entries 9–11). (E)-(2-Bromovi-
nyl)benzene (1l) coupled with boronic acids 2a and 2g af-
forded successfully the corresponding products in
excellent yields, after a significantly increased reaction
temperature and the loadings of Pd(OAc)2/L1 (entries 10
and 11). A blank reaction was studied to further confirm
the role of ligand L1 in the reaction of aryl halides and vi-
nylboronic acids (entry 12). As mentioned in Table 1, the
reaction yield decreased considerably in the absence of
L1.

Table 1 Screening of the Ligands for the Suzuki Reaction of 4-Bro-
moanisole and Arylboronic Acida

Entry Ligand Yield (%)b

1 none 42

2 L1 96

3 L2 85

4 L3 65

5 L4 34

a Reaction conditions: Pd(OAc)2 (1.5 mol%), ligand (3 mol%), 4-bro-
moanisole (0.5 mmol), phenylboronic acid (0.6 mmol), Cs2CO3 (1.0 
mmol), acetone (5.0 mL), 80 °C, 11 h under argon.
b Isolated yield.

OMe

Br B(OH)2 MeO

Pd(OAc)2, ligand

80 °C, acetone
+

Table 2  Optimization of the Cross-Coupling Reaction Promoted by 
Orotic Acida

Entry Pd 
(1.5 mol%)

Base Solvent Time 
(h)

Yield 
(%)b

1 Pd(OAc)2 Cs2CO3 acetone 10 96

2c Pd(OAc)2 Cs2CO3 acetone 12 81

3d Pd(OAc)2 Cs2CO3 acetone 12 80

4 PdCl2 Cs2CO3 acetone 12 75

5 Pd2(dba)3 Cs2CO3 acetone 12 42

6 PdCl2(PPh3)2 Cs2CO3 acetone 24 58

7 Pd/C Cs2CO3 acetone 24 42

8 Pd(OAc)2 K2CO3 acetone 12 57

9 Pd(OAc)2 Et3N acetone 24 49

10 Pd(OAc)2 K3PO4 acetone 24 30

11 Pd(OAc)2 Cs2CO3 H2O 10 20

12e Pd(OAc)2 Cs2CO3 acetone–H2O 10 64

13 Pd(OAc)2 Cs2CO3 EtOH 10 67

14 Pd(OAc)2 Cs2CO3 1,4-dioxane 10 48

a Reaction conditions: 1a (0.5 mmol), 2a (0.6 mmol), [Pd] (1.5 
mol%), ligand (3 mol%), base (1.0 mmol) and solvent (5.0 mL) at 80 
°C under argon.
b Isolated yield.
c Pd(OAc)2 (1 mol%) and L1 (2 mol%).
d Pd(OAc)2 (0.1 mol%) and L1 (0.2 mol%) at 100 °C.
e Acetone–H2O (1:1; 2 mL).

OMe

Br B(OH)2 MeO

[Pd], L1

1a 2a 3
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In summary, we have developed a general method for
Suzuki–Miyaura cross-coupling reaction of halides with
aryl- and vinylboronic acids. The use of pyrimidone as li-

gand makes this method useful and attractive for the syn-
thesis of stilbenes and derivative compounds. An
attractive feature of this method is the tolerance of func-
tional groups in both substrates.

Table 3 Cross-Coupling of Aryl Chlorides with Boronic Acidsa

Entry Aryl chloride ArB(OH)2 Time 
(h)

Yield 
(%)b

1

1b 2b

20 61 (4)

2

1c 2a

16 74 (3)

3 1b

2a

16 58 (3)

4

1d

2a 10 85 (5)

5 1b

2d

12 68 (6)

6

1e

2a 10 87 (7)

7 1c 2a 17 68 (8)

8

1f

2a 18 71 (4)

9

1g

2a 18 44 (9)

10 1b

2e

10 72(7)

11 1b

2f

10 70 (5)

a Reaction conditions: 1 (0.5 mmol), 2 (0.6 mmol), Pd(OAc)2 (1.5 
mol%), L1 (3 mol%), Cs2CO3 (1 mmol), and acetone (5.0 mL) at 80–
85 °C under argon.
b Isolated yield.

Cl

B(OH)2

Pd(OAc)2, L1, Cs2CO3

80 °C, acetone, Ar
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R1 +
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Table 4 Synthesis of (E)-Stilbenes from Pd(OAc)2/L1-Catalyzed 
Suzuki–Miyaura Cross-Coupling Reactiona

Entry R1X R2B(OH)2 Time 
(h)

Yield 
(%)b

1

1h
2g

10 90 (10)

2c 1h

2h

14 82 (11)

3c 1h
2i

24 trace (12)

4

1i

2g 20 82 (13)

5 1a 2g 30 78 (10)

6 1a 2h 48 28 (11)

7

1j

2g 14 92 (14)

8 1j 2h 14 90 (15)

9d

1k

2a 36 42 (16)

10c,d

1l

2a 30 84 (17)

11c,d 1l 2g 30 90 (18)

12e 1h 2g 24 34 (10)

a Reaction conditions: 1 (0.5 mmol), 2 (0.6 mmol), Pd(OAc)2 (1.5 
mol%), L1 (3 mol%) and Cs2CO3 (1 mmol) in acetone at 80–85 °C 
under Ar.
b Isolated yield.
c The reaction was carried out at 100 °C.
d Reaction conditions: 1 (0.5 mmol), 2 (0.6 mmol), Pd(OAc)2 (3 
mol%), L1 (6 mol%) and Cs2CO3 (1 mmol) in acetone under Ar.
e The reaction was carried out in the absence of L1.
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