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A highly regioselective method was developed for ring-opening benzyloxycarbonyl (Cbz)-protected 2-
methylaziridine with [18F]-labelled fluoride. Following catalytic hydrogenation, 1-[18F]fluoro-2-propan-
amine ([18F]1) and 2-[18F]fluoro-1-\propanamine ([18F]2) were prepared as the major and minor products,
respectively (85:15), and were characterized following acylation with benzyl chloride. This methodology is
applicable towards the generation of new [18F]-labelled amines for incorporation into radiopharmaceuticals.

� 2008 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
1. Introduction

Positron emission tomography (PET) has proven to be a power-
ful medical imaging technique for probing biological targets and
processes in living subjects. The discovery of positron-emitting
radiopharmaceuticals is critically dependent on new synthetic
methodologies to introduce radionuclides into organic com-
pounds.1 No-carrier-added fluorine-18 ([18F], t½ = 109.7 min)-la-
belled fluoride ion is the most commonly used reagent for the
preparation of high specific activity [18F]-labelled radiopharmaceu-
ticals.2 The goal of this work was to devise a method for the facile
radiosynthesis of [18F]-1-fluoro-2-propanamine ([18F]-fluoroiso-
propylamine, [18F]1). This was an attractive target for us because
we and others have been pursuing the radiosynthesis of [18F]-la-
belled b-blockers for PET imaging of b-adrenergic receptors in
the heart and central nervous system, most of which contain the
isopropylamine moeity.3,4 Reported methods to incorporate 18F
into the N-isopropyl sidechain of b-blockers are time consuming,
relatively low yielding, difficult to automate and involve multiple
ll rights reserved.
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steps, as the intermediate fluorinating agents, [18F]-fluoroisopropyl
tosylate5 or [18F]fluoroacetone6, are reacted with des-fluoroisopro-
pyl precursors. We recently reported an efficient synthesis of
b-blockers, by incorporating a tosyloxy leaving group at the N-iso-
propyl moiety for rapid displacement with [18F]-fluoride ion.7,8

Nonetheless, [18F]1 represents a key intermediate which could be
useful in the general radiosyntheses of b-blockers. The small versa-
tile nucleophilic synthon [18F]1 would also complement the elec-
trophilic [18F]-labelled synthons commonly employed in PET
radiochemistry such as [18F]-fluoroalkyl halides,9 and could be
used to prepare focused libraries of [18F]-labelled compounds and
radiopharmaceuticals.

Compound 1 has been successfully prepared via fluorination of
cyclic sulfamidates,10 deoxyfluorination of amino alcohols,11 chiral
sulfoxide chemistry12 or as a minor product after ring-opening an
unprotected aziridine with Olah’s reagent.13 These methodologies,
however, are not readily amenable for radiolabelling with fluo-
rine-18. Exploitation of aziridine chemistry seemed a plausible
route to [18F]1 as nucleophilic ring-opening of aziridines is well
documented.14 However, in contrast to other halide nucleophilic
additions to aziridines, there have been relatively few reports
describing the ring-opening of aziridines with nucleophilic sources

mailto:neil.vasdev@camhpet.ca
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00404039
http://www.elsevier.com/locate/tetlet


Scheme 1. Preparation of [18F]1 and [18F]2 identified after in situ acylation (% conversion shown in parentheses).
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of fluoride.15 Examples of [18F]-fluoride ion to ring-open
azirdines16–18 or azetidinium salts19 are even more sparse. We
report the ring-opening of benzyloxycarbonyl (Cbz)-protected
2-methylaziridine (3) with [18F]-fluoride to prepare the syntheti-
cally versatile amine, [18F]1, as the major regioisomer.

2. Results and discussion

A balance of electronic and steric properties controls the regi-
oselectivity of aziridine ring-opening reactions. It was the goal of
the present work to regioselectively ring-open an N-activated
2-methylaziridine with [18F]-fluoride ion to preferentially prepare
labelled fluoroamine [18F]1. Since attack at this unsymmetrical
aziridine can occur at either the secondary or tertiary carbon of
2-methyl-azridine,20 we planned to control the regioselectivity
and efficiency of the nucleophilic ring-opening by the choice of sol-
vent and by modifying the substituent on nitrogen.21,22 Previous
work has demonstrated that 2-methylaziridine and its derivatives
can be fluorinated under acidic conditions.13 However, attack at
the 3� carbon resulted in 2-fluoro-propanamine (2) and its deriva-
tives as the dominant regioisomers. The Cbz-protecting group was
chosen to protect 2-methylaziridine for this 18F-labelling, as it can
be rapidly removed under non-acidic conditions, is stable under
the basic conditions condusive to nucleophilic attack by [18F]-fluo-
Time (m
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Figure 1. HPLC chromatograms showing regioisomers [18F]6 and [18F]7 formed after rin
(top) shows that [18F]6 and [18F]7 are formed in a 85:15 ratio, respectively. The UV t
compound 6 to 7, thereby confirming the identity of the regioisomers. HPLC conditions: m
column: GraceSmart RP 18 (250 � 4.6 mm, 5l); flow rate: 0.9 mL/min.
ride and has a chromophore which allows convenient monitoring
of reaction progress by HPLC/UV.

As ring-opening of 3, followed by deprotection, should generate
the volatile fluoroamines [18F]1 and [18F]2, unlabelled acylated
compounds 6 and 7 were prepared and used as HPLC standards
to identify the products and intermediates. 2-Methylaziridine
was reacted with Cbz-chloride (to prepare compound 3) or benzoyl
(Bz) chloride, under Schotten-Baumann conditions using triethyl-
amine as the base, to yield protected aziridines in good yields
(P80%). Compound 6 was also prepared by Schotten–Baumann
benzoylation of 1�HCOOH, using N,N-diisopropylethylamine as
the base. The latter compound was prepared by reductive alkyl-
ation of benzylamine with fluoroacetone and sodium cyanoboro-
hydride as the selective reducing agent23 (79%), followed by a
sluggish catalytic hydrogenation (70%, 3 days).10 Compound 7
was prepared by reaction of benzoyl-protected 2-methylaziridine
with anhydrous HF as previously described,13 with modified appa-
ratus24 at 4 �C for 10 min (53%).

Ring-opening of 3 with potassium cryptand, [18F]-fluoride
([K222][18F]), followed by deprotection was successfully achieved
to yield [18F]1 as the dominant regioisomer (Scheme 1)25 by nucle-
ophilic attack at the 2� aziridine carbon. Protected aziridine 3 was
fluorinated under basic conditions (40–80% conversion by HPLC, n
>25), generating N-protected fluoroamine intermediates [18F]4 and
in)
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g-opening of 3 with [K222][18F] followed by deprotection and acylation. The c-trace
race (k = 254 nm; bottom) shows the reaction mixture spiked with a 1:2 ratio of
obile phase: 10:90 CH3CN/H2O + 0.1 N ammonium formate + 1% formic acid (pH 4);



Figure 2. (a) X-ray crystal structure of 6 and (b) overlay of the X-ray crystal
structures of 6 and N-isopropylbenzamide.
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[18F]5. A C-18 solid-phase extraction cartridge purification was
conducted prior to quantitative catalytic hydrogenation, to prepare
the new amines, [18F]1 and [18F]2. Characterization of both regioi-
somers was performed by in situ benzoylation of the mixture
(65% conversion) to prepare N-acyl fluoroamines [18F]6 and
[18F]7 in an 85:15 ratio, as identified by HPLC ( Fig. 1) and
corresponded to an 8% decay-corrected radiochemical yield from
[18F]-fluoride (n = 3).

As part of our ongoing studies of the N-isopropyl and N-fluoro-
isopropyl moieties in PET radiopharmaceutical discovery, we
recently reported the single-crystal structure of N-isopropylbenza-
mide.26 Figure 2a shows the X-ray crystal structure of compound
627, and Figure 2b shows its overlay with N-isopropylbenzamide
and shows that both compounds have similar geometries. In the
molecular structure of 6, the –CH3 group and the –CH2F group
bonded to C8 are disordered, with equal occupancies, over the
two sites which correspond to an interchange of these groups.
One of the disordered half occupancy F atoms is, in turn, rotation-
ally disordered about the C–C bond with relative occupancies
0.40:0.10. In the crystal structure, molecules are linked in one-
dimensional chains via intermolecular N–H� � �O hydrogen bonds.
This represents the first X-ray crystal structure of the N-fluoroiso-
propyl moiety.
3. Conclusion

This work demonstrates the feasibility of preparing [18F]fluoro-
amines by ring-opening of Cbz-protected azridines and a rare
example of regioselective fluoride attack at the 2� carbon of an
unsymmetrical aziridine. Further studies are underway to study
the influence of the nitrogen substituent on the regioselectivity
of ring-opening of substituted aziridines with [18F]- or 19F-fluoride.
Extension of this chemistry to symmetrical aziridines and other
unsymmetrical aziridines to create new [18F]fluoroamines and
radiopharmaceuticals is also ongoing in our laboratory.
Caution: Precautionary measures should be established prior to
repeating aspects of this work, particularly when 18F and the highly
toxic 2-methylaziridine and/or anhydrous HF are employed. All
work with 2-methylaziridine should be carried out in a well venti-
lated fume-hood, and appropriate safety precautions should be
taken. Before commencing work with anhydrous HF, first-aid treat-
ment procedures should be available and known to all laboratory
personnel.
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