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ABSTRACT

The regioselective carboindation of simple alkenes with indium tribromide and ketene silyl acetals was accomplished. Various alkenes such
as ethylene, 1-alkenes, and cyclic alkenes were applicable for this reaction system. The alkylindium product from the carboindation of cyclohexene
revealed an anti addition mechanism.

The carbometalation of alkenes has an important role in
organic chemistry, because the resulting alkylmetals are
fundamental materials for diverse organic transformations.1

In particular, the use of simple and easily accessible alkenes
in the petrochemical industry would be quite practical.
However, almost all carbometalations of simple alkenes, in
contrast to other unsaturated compounds such as alkynes and
allenes, are restricted to the addition of feasible alkylmetal
nucleophiles like Grignard and organolithium reagents, which
strictly narrows the scope of both alkenes and nucleophiles.2

In addition, preparation of the starting alkylmetal substrates
is considerably taxing. Therefore, the development of car-
bometalation that can introduce functional groups has been

highly desired. Especially, carbometalation with metal eno-
lates has significant value, because it could furnish organo-
metallic compounds bearing carbonyl groups. However, there
are only a few examples of intramolecular reactions perhaps
to avoid undesired over-reactions.3,4 Herein, we describe the
intermolecular carbometalation of simple alkenes using
indium tribromide and ketene silyl acetals, wherein no
preparation of organoindium nucleophiles is required.
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A variety of allylindations of alkynes has been examined
due to high compatibility of indium species with functional
groups, in which effective activation of alkynes by generated
allylindium halide species is plausible.5 In contrast to alkynes,
carboindation of alkenes has been strictly limited to the
reaction with cyclopropenes or norbornenes bearing directing
groups (L) like a hydroxy one (eq 1).6 These facts indicate
that the activation of alkenes by allylindium halide species
is insufficient and that stronger Lewis acidity is required
for the activation. The introduction of organic ligands is the

reason for decreasing the Lewis acidity. Therefore, the

formation of organoindium nucleophiles should be avoided
to achieve a practical carboindation of alkenes, which
promotes the type of reaction as shown in eq 2. In eq 2, it
is an important point that the activation of alkenes by indium
trihalide is followed by the reaction of nucleophiles. Quite
recently, we reported the carboindation of terminal alkynes
on the basis of a similar strategy.7 It was very surprising
and fortunate that the same concept could be applied to a
variety of alkenes, including internal ones, because the
reactivity of alkene had been considered to be far lower than
that of alkynes. To the best of our knowledge, this is the
first example of the carboindation of simple alkenes.

First, we treated InBr3 (1 mmol) with 1-octene 1a (3
mmol) and dimethylketene silyl acetal 2a (1.5 mmol) in
CH2Cl2 (2 mL) at room temperature. To our delight, the
desired carboindation smoothly proceeded in 2 h. After the
solvent was evaporated and the residue was washed with
hexane, the carboindation product 3aa was isolated as a white
solid in 70% yield based on InBr3 (eq 3). The structure of
3aa was successfully confirmed by X-ray crystallographic

analysis, which showed that indium added selectively at the
terminal olefin carbon (Figure 1). The geometry around the

indium atom is a distorted trigonal bipyramid, in which one
alkyl group and two bromine atoms occupy equatorial
positions, and a carbonyl oxygen atom and a bromine atom
of another molecule occupy axial positions. Bromine bridges
are used to construct the alkylindium dimer.

This carboindation strongly depended on the counteranion
of indium(III). InBr3 gave the desired ester 4aa quantitatively
after the treatment with 1 M HBr of CH3COOH solution
(Scheme 1). InI3 also gave 4aa in 69% yield, while InF3,

InCl3, and In(OTf)3 had no effect on the carboindation. Other
Lewis acids, such as boron, aluminum, and gallium trihalides,
gave no product because these harder Lewis acids strongly
interact with oxygen moieties in preference to alkenes.8 This
compatibility with functional groups is an advantage of
indium halides. These results showed that InBr3 has the most
suitable π-electrophilic Lewis acidity.

As shown in Table 1, various types of 1-alkenes were
applicable to this reaction system. Styrene 1b gave the
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Figure 1. X-ray crystallographic analysis and dimeric structure of
alkylindium 3aa. (In the dimeric structure, one molecule is shown
in black and the other is shown in red.)

Scheme 1. Effect of Indium Trihalides
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desired product 4ba in a quantitative yield (entry 1).
Reactions with other aromatic alkenes, 1c-e, successfully
proceeded with the exception of the nitro-substituted one,
1f (entries 2-5). Electron-rich alkene 1c quantitatively
yielded 4ca even at -20 °C. Vinyl naphthalene 1g and
4-phenyl-but-1-ene 1h also underwent carboindation to
furnish the corresponding esters in 74% and 70% yields,
respectively (entries 6 and 7). The use of vinyl cyclohex-
ane 1i resulted in a low yield due to its steric hindrance
(entry 8). Chloride and ether moieties tolerated the reaction
conditions (entries 9 and 10). In the reaction with 1,3-
diene 1l, a 1,2-addition selectively took place (entry 11).
When using 1,5-diene 1m, a carboindation of the terminal
alkene moiety occurred to give the predictable product
4ma in 95% yield (entry 12). Diverse disubstituted ketene
silyl acetals 2b-d gave satisfactory results (entries

13-15). The reaction of the monosubstituted ketene silyl
acetal 2e with 1b at 50 °C yielded 4be in a 61% yield
(entry 16), while unsubstituted ketene silyl acetal was
found be inapplicable to this reaction system perhaps due
to its low nucleophilicity.9 Notably, the carboindation of
vinylsilane 1n proceeded with reverse regioselectivity to
furnish the product 4na (eq 4).

Selective carbometalation of ethylene remains a chal-
lenging problem because of a lack of polarity despite the
fact that ethylene is obviously the most fundamental
alkene. Notably, when InBr3 was treated with 2a under 1
and 10 atom of ethylene in CH2Cl2 at room temperature,
carboindation of ethylene took place in 61% and 94%
yields, respectively, without polymerization of ethylene
(Scheme 2).

After an extensive survey of diverse multisubstituted
alkenes, we found that cyclic ones were applicable to this
reaction system, although acyclic ones could not been used
in this stage. Norbornene 1p gave stereoselectively the exo
product 4pa in 30% yield (eq 5).10 Cyclopentene 1q and
cyclohexene 1r also gave the desired products in 50% and
20% yields, respectively (eqs 6 and 7). To gain insight into
the reaction mechanism, we examined the X-ray crystal-
lographic analysis of alkylindium 3ra, which was obtained
as a white solid in 18% yield from the reaction under the
same conditions as eq 7 without the acid treatment.11 The

structure indicates that carboindation proceeds in an anti
addition manner (Figure 2). Complex 3ra as well as 3aa

Table 1. Scope and Limitations of Alkenes 1 and Silyl Ketene
Acetals 2a

a InBr3 (1 mmol), 1 (1.5 mmol), 2 (1.5 mmol), CH2Cl2 (2 mL), 2 h.
b 2a (3 mmol). c 1d was added slowly for 10 min. d 1 (3 mmol). e Quench
by 1 M HCl of diethyl ether solution. f 1m (E/Z ) 88:12), 4ma (E/Z )
92:8). g Yields based on InBr3 were determined by 1H NMR spectroscopy.
h Diastereomer ratio 66:34. i Diastereomer ratio 57:43.

Scheme 2. Carboindation of Ethylene
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has a distorted trigonal bipyramidal structure, and bromine
bridges are used to construct the alkylindium dimer.

A plausible mechanism for the formation of alkylindium
3 is illustrated in Scheme 3. InBr3 effectively activates alkene

1 irrespective of the oxygen atoms of ketene silyl acetal
2. The positive charge, which is stabilized by the R1 group,
on the internal carbon atom of the double bond was
increased to accept the nucleophilic attack of 2 from the
opposite side of InBr3, and then alkylindium product 3
and Me3SiBr are generated. In the carboindation of
vinylsilane 1n, the stability of the positive charge at the
�-position to the silyl group reversed the regioselectivity
(eq 4). This anti addition is supported by the structure of
3ra. At this stage, syn addition via an indium enolate
species followed by isomerization to alkylindium 3ra was
ruled out because transmetalation between InBr3 and 2
was not observed under the reaction conditions. No
transmetalation is an important point in terms of the fact
that an organoindium species would not be so highly
π-electrophilic to activate alkenes.7,12 In addition, InBr3

would have a low oxophilicity and a high π-electrophilicity
in contrast to harder Lewis acids such as In(OTf)3, which
interact preferentially with oxygen moieties of ketene silyl
acetals or produced esters.

Finally, we developed the transformation of alkylindium
compounds to the corresponding alkyl bromides. After
examining various bromination reagents, PhI(OAc)2 was

found to cause the bromination of alkylindium under mild
conditions (Scheme 4).13 Even alkenes bearing functional

groups afforded the corresponding alkyl bromides 5a-c. This
method provided convenient access to functionalized com-
pounds that have been traditionally difficult to synthesize.

In summary, we have accomplished the carboindation of
simple alkenes using InBr3 and ketene silyl acetals, in which
InBr3 directly activates an alkene without the generation of
organoindium species via transmetalation between InBr3 and
a ketene silyl acetal. Successful application of internal
alkenes is a cornerstone of carboindation. In addition,
PhI(OAc)2 smoothly transformed produced alkylindiums to
the corresponding alkyl bromides. The mechanistic study is
currently underway in our laboratory.
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Figure 2. X-ray crystallographic analysis and dimeric structure of
alkylindium 3ra. (In the dimeric structure, one molecule is shown
in black and the other is shown in red.)

Scheme 3. Plausible Mechanism

Scheme 4. Bromination of Alkylindium
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