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ABSTRACT: Dehydrocoupling and hydrosilation reactions of the Si−H bonds in
poly(phenylsilane) catalyzed by B(C6F5)3 allow the preparation of new polymers
containing both Si−H and Si−SR side chains. This postpolymerization modification
takes place without any observable competing Si−Si bond cleavage, unlike other
Lewis acid, transition-metal, or radical mediated routes. The −SR-functionalized
polymers have been characterized by GPC, IR, UV−vis, elemental analysis, and 1H,
13C, and 29Si NMR.

Polysilanes continue to be of interest for their intriguing
electronic and optical properties,1 which arise from σ con-

jugation along their all-Si backbones.2 Practical application of
these intriguing materials in device technologies remains un-
developed, however, because of the facile oxidative and photo-
lytic degradation of the catenated silicon chains.1g,2b,3 Our interest
in designing more stable polysilane architectures has focused on
catalytic dehydrocoupling routes to oligo- and polysilanes that
contain Si−H bonds in the repeat units,4 on the premise that
the enormous, established arsenal of organic Si−H activation
chemistry5 could then be exploited in postpolymerization modi-
fication reactions. This would allow the introduction of con-
siderably more structural variety than is possible via the standard
reductive coupling routes to polysilanes.6 We are not the first to
exploit this Si−H activation route to modified polysilanes,7 and
Si−Ph cleavage strategies have also been reported.8 However,
the parent polysilanes are notoriously sensitive to Si−Si bond
cleavage under most conditions of modification,9 which can lead
to reduced molecular weights (MWs).10 For example, we found
that previously reported radical,7a−c titanocene,7g,h and platinic
acid mediated9 Si−H activation methods gave moderate to signi-
ficant Si−Si bond scission at poly(phenylsilane) (H−[Si(H)-
Ph]n−H) and even at more robust 1,2-dihydrodisilanes such as
sym-tetraphenyldisilane.11a,c However, we have found that hydro-
silation and heterodehydrocoupling reactions of disilanes medi-
ated by B(C6F5)3

12 proceed under mild conditions with absolute
chemoselectivity for Si−H versus Si−Si activation to give new
Si−O- and Si−S-containing substituents.11a,b In this communi-
cation we report the successful extension of this methodology
to chemoselective postpolymerization modification of poly-
(phenylsilane) to introduce thiolato side chains.
Addition of B(C6F5)3 to a mixture of poly(phenylsilane)13 and

either HSPrn or HSTolp in toluene caused immediate bubbling,
presumably due to evolution of hydrogen (Scheme 1, top).
The resulting modified polymers were isolated as white or off-white
solids, after trituration of the residues with either pentane or
hexanes. The incorporation of new n-propyl- or p-tolylthiolato
side chains in these polymers is evident from their 1H NMR

spectra (Figure 1), which show broad peaks (ω1/2 = 50−140 Hz)
corresponding to the alkyl protons in these side chains, and
broadening and increased complexity in the aromatic region,
relative to the spectrum for the precursor poly(phenylsilane).
Integration of the alkyl and Si−H regions of the 1H NMR
spectra allows a crude estimation of the degree of Si−H
substitution: the modified polymers contain approximately
15−40% thiolato side chains.14 IR spectroscopy provides qualitative
confirmation of the partial replacement of Si−H bonds with Si−SR
fragments in the modified polysilanes: the intensity of the νSi−H band
at around 2100 cm−1 relative to the intensity of the νC−H band at
around 3000 cm−1 is diminished, relative to the spectrum for the
parent poly(phenylsilane). More critically, we observe weak
absorptions at approximately 490−500 cm−1 in spectra for the
SR-substituted polysilanes that are absent in spectra of the parent
polysilane. A similar low-frequency absorption was observed for
the S-substituted model disilane compound Ph2SiH-Si(STol

p)Ph2
(Supporting Information). These are attributed to νSi−S.

15,16

13C DEPT135 NMR also provides evidence for thiolato side-
chain incorporation in these modified polymers (Figure 2 and

Received: December 21, 2012

Figure 1. 500 MHz 1H NMR spectra for (a) the −SPrn modified
polymer, (b) the −STolp modified polymer, and (c) the parent
poly(phenysilane), in d6-benzene. The • denotes residual C6D5H.
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Supporting Information). We see two distinct signals corre-
sponding to the CH2 groups α to sulfur in the n-propyl side
chains (confirmed by an 1H/13C HSQC experiment), which
suggests that two unique magnetic environments exist for the
SPrn groups along the modified chain and that the 13C chemical
shift difference falls off with distance from the Si−S bond. 29Si
DEPT90 NMR experiments (using 1JSi−H = 188 Hz) confirm the
persistence of unsubstituted Ph(H)Si repeat units in the back-
bone of the modified polymers (broad massif at −50 to −65 ppm
in Figure 3) and also apparently illustrate the presence of two

magnetically distinct thiolate-substituted end groups X−Si(H)SR,
where X = oligomer or polymer chains. These peaks between
−10 and −20 ppm have chemical shifts similar to peaks due to
the S-substituted silicons in our model disilanes (Supporting
Information) and are absent in the spectrum for the parent
poly(phenylsilane). Although long-range polarization transfer
experiments (29Si DEPT30, with 3JSi−H = 8 Hz corresponding
to the four Hortho protons on each SiPh2 unit) gave signals for
the quaternary, S-substituted silicons for samples of our model
disilane model compounds, Ph2SiH−SiPh2(SR) (Supporting
Information), similar experiments using the parent and modified
polymer samples (DEPT45 optimized for two Hortho protons on
each SiPh unit) showed no quaternary or tertiary silicon signals,

even with variation of the coupling constant and with long
acquisition times.
Addition of B(C6F5)3 to a mixture of poly(phenylsilane) and

dark blue SCPh2 in toluene caused an immediate color
change to green (Scheme 1, bottom), corresponding to at least
partial reduction of the intensely colored thioketone via hydro-
silation. As for the dehydrocoupling products described above,
the resulting modified polymer was isolated as an off-white solid
after trituration of the green reaction residues with pentane.
Although its IR spectrum is consistent with partial replacement of
the Si−H bonds with SR fragments, this derivative proved more
difficult to analyze by 1H NMR, since the signal due to the
benzylic proton in the thiolato side chains overlaps with that due
to the residual Si−H bonds. This prevented us from estimating
the degree of Si−H substitution in the modified polymer. How-
ever, the overall broadening of peaks in this region and in the
aromatic region is consistent with a polymer structure relatively
similar to those obtained for the thiol dehydrocoupling derivatives
(Figure 4a). Although very weak,17 a broad signal for the benzylic

carbon from the new side chains can be seen at ∼53 ppm in the
13C DEPT135 NMR (Figure 4b). Small, sharp signals in both the
1H and 13C NMR spectra of this polymer correspond to two side
products that result from “over-reduction” of the thiobenzo-
phenone in the borane-catalyzed hydrosilation reaction: diphenyl-
methane and 1,1,2,2-tetraphenylethane. We see these byproducts
even when the borane catalyst loading is reduced to 0.5%, at
which point the apparent degree of substitution of Si−H bonds is
very low. Analogous “CO to CH2” reduction chemistry has
previously been observed in B(C6F5)3-mediated reactions of
tertiary silane Si−H bonds with substrates containing carbonyl,
alcohol, and ether functionalities.18 Control reactions of
thiobenzophenone with PhSiH3, Ph2SiH2, and HPh2Si−SiPh2H
in the presence of borane catalyst show that a similar “over-
reduction” to diphenylmethane occurs rapidly and quantitatively
for the primary and secondary silanes, but not for the crowded
tertiary sym-disilane (Scheme 2).19 However, the disilane
hydrosilation product A does react rapidly with Ph2SiH2 in the
presence of borane to give diphenylmethane and the
unsymmetric disilathiane B, as determined by 1H NMR (eq 1).
We conclude that the diphenylmethane observed in samples of
the hydrosilation-modified poly(phenylsilane) must be formed via

Figure 2. Alkyl region of the 75 MHz 13C DEPT135 NMR for (a) the
−SPrn modified polymer and (b) the −STolp modified polymer, in
d6-benzene.

Figure 3. 99 MHz 29Si DEPT90 NMR for (a) the −SPrn modified
polymer, (b) the −STolp modified polymer, and (c) the parent
poly(phenylsilane), in d6-benzene.

Scheme 1

Figure 4. (a) 500 MHz 1H, (b) 75 MHz 13C DEPT135, and (c) 99 MHz
29Si DEPT90 NMR spectra of the −SCHPh2 modified polymer in
d6-benzene. The • denotes residual solvent proton signal, ⧧ denotes
diphenylmethane, and △ denotes 1,1,2,2-tetraphenylethane.
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intramolecular “back-biting” reactions of unreacted end groups
−Si(Ph)H2 with internal −Si(Ph)(SCHPh2)−. This is consistent
with the drastically reduced intensity of signals due to −Si(Ph)-
(SCHPh2)H end groups from −10 to −20 ppm in 29Si DEPT90
spectra of samples of the thioketone-derivatized polymer (Figure
4c) and also with light-scattering MW data (vide infra) which are
too low to indicate intermolecular reactions leading to cross-linking.
Importantly, we see no evidence for Si−Si bond cleavage

reactions occurring during these polymer modifications. GC/
MS and 1H and 19F NMR analysis of the pentane or hexanes
washings of the crude polymers showed only B(C6F5)3, unreacted
sulfur substrate, or, in the case of the hydrosilation reaction,
diphenylmethane and 1,1,2,2-tetraphenylethaneno very low
MW silanes were detected, even at long GC elution times.20

MALS-GPC analysis (Table 1 and Supporting Information) shows

increased MWs for all three of the modified polymers. Slight
increases in polydispersity correspond to increases in intensity at
the higher rather than the low MW edge of the traces, which can
be attributed to a largely unchanged distribution of polymer back-
bones that has undergone nonuniform side-chain additions.
UV−vis absorptions of the modified polymers in solution

show bathochromic shifts relative to λmax ∼295 nm, observed
for the parent poly(phenylsilane) (Figure 5), consistent with
the (probably combined) effects of increased rigidity due to
replacement of Si−H groups with larger thiolate side chains
and the electronic contributions of the S heteroatoms on the
σ-conjugated polysilane backbone.2b Similar shifts were re-
ported by Waymouth7b and Shankar7d for Si−C and Si−O
modified poly(phenylsilanes). We have not yet investigated
with rigor the photostability of the new polymers but note that
spectra of NMR samples that are not protected from ambient
light remain unchanged over days to weeks.21 Also, solid samples

stored in the glovebox, again with no protection from ambient
light, show no degradation over months.
We are currently exploring the substrate scope for hetero-

dehydrocoupling and hydrosilation reactions of poly(phenylsilane)
using this mild and selective technique, with a view to introducing
a wider range of Si−element bonds including Si−O,22 Si−C,23 and
Si−N.24 These results, along with our exploration of the materials
properties of the resulting thin films, will be reported in due
course.
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