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A facile route for the synthesis of novel 3,5,6-trisubstituted-2-pyridones from the acetylated Baylis–Hill-
man esters with b-enamino esters or b-enamino nitriles in one pot with good yields is described.

� 2009 Published by Elsevier Ltd.
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The 2-pyridone core structure is an important heterocyclic
framework that has attracted the attention of synthetic organic
chemists for many years because these structural motifs are found
in a very large number of biologically active natural alkaloids.1

Natural products with this structure have emerged during the last
ten years as a potent antitumor,2 antifungal,3 antiviral,4 psychother-
apeutic5 agents, and as an antibiotic.6 Moreover 2-pyridone deriva-
tives are the key intermediates in the synthesis of the corresponding
pyridine, quinoline, quinolizidine and indolizidine alkaloids.7 Amri-
none, milrinone and their analogues which have 2-pyridone moiety
are used as cardiotonic agents for the treatment of heart failure.8

Due to their immense biological properties, development of simple
and convenient methodologies for the synthesis of substituted
2-pyridone derivatives from easily available starting materials is
still in demand.9 In continuation of our research on the synthesis
of heterocyclic compounds and application of the Baylis–Hillman
chemistry,10 herein we report a facile and one-pot synthesis of
3,5,6-trisubstituted-2-pyridones upon treating the acetylated
Baylis–Hillman esters with b-enamino esters or b-enamino nitriles
(Scheme 1).

In recent years products of the Baylis–Hillman (BH) reaction
and the derivatives produced from them have been effectively uti-
lised for the generation of attractive densely functionalised mole-
cules by employing simple alterations.11 Especially acetates of
the BH adducts have been successfully employed in a number of
transformations leading to the synthesis of various important
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and useful heterocyclic molecules and natural products.11,12 One
recent report by Batra and co-workers informs the synthesis of
2-pyridones in two steps from acetylated BH nitriles.13

The starting substrates for the study, that is, enamines 1, 2 and
acetylated BH esters 4a–i were synthesised according to the liter-
ature procedure14 and the enamine 3 was obtained commercially.
Accordingly, we first examined ethyl-3-aminocrotonate 1 with the
acetylated BH ester 4a as a choice of substrate using various bases
under different reaction conditions15,16 (Table 1). After many trials
we finally report an efficient procedure for the synthesis of 2-pyri-
done 5a in good yield (82%), when the reaction was carried out in
THF as a solvent by using NaH as base at room temperature.

Encouraged by the successful results, we examined other
substituted BH acetates with various enamines 1–3 and the re-
sults17 are summarised in Table 2. A plausible mechanism for the
formation of 2-pyridone derivative 5a is shown in Scheme 2. This
reaction is interesting because the carbanion generated at a-posi-
tion of 1 (by the aid of NaH) attacks b-position of external double
bond of the acetylated BH ester 4a via SN20 mechanism by which C–
C bond formation takes place and subsequent migration of the
double bond with elimination of the acetate group occurs simulta-
5a-l1-3 4a-i -R OH
74-82%

Scheme 1. (For 1–3, 4a–i and 5a–l see the Table 2).
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Table 2
One-pot synthesis of 3,5,6-trisubstituted-2-pyridones from Baylis–Hillman acetates
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Table 1
Effect of base on the reaction of BH acetate 4a (2.2 mmol) with ethyl-3-aminocroto-
nate 1 (2 mmol)

Entry Basea (equiv) Solvent Time (h) Yieldb (%)

1 NEt3 (3) EtOHc 24 0
2 K2CO3 (3) CH3CNc 24 0
3 t-BuOK (3) THF (rt) 06 60
4 NaH (1) THF (rt) 24 12
5 NaH (2) THF (rt) 08 50
6 NaH (3) THF (rt) 04 82
7 NaH (3) THF (reflux) 04 61
8 NaH (4) THF (rt) 04 66

a The equivalents of the base used with respect to 1.
b Isolated yields after column chromatography.
c The reaction was carried out at rt and also under reflux.
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neously to give intermediate I which was not isolated during the
reaction. Thus formed intermediate I undergoes intramolecular
cyclisation forming C–N bond by reacting with ester moiety to give
compound II, further in which the double bond migration takes
place to give 3,5,6-trisubstituted-2-pyridone 5a with good yield
involving three chemical transformations in one-pot procedure.
Thus proposed mechanism explains the requirement of 3 equiv of
base NaH (Scheme 2). This method worked well on both BH sub-
strates derived from aliphatic and aromatic aldehydes and not
much difference was observed in the yield whether the substrate
used was either ethyl 3-aminocrotonate 1 or methyl 3-aminocrot-
onate 2 or 3-aminocrotononitrile 3. In all cases, the reactions were
clean and afforded the 3,5,6-trisubstituted-2-pyridones 5a–l in
good yields.
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Table 2 (continued)
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a All structures were characterised by NMR, IR and mass spectroscopy.
b Isolated yields of products after column chromatography.
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During the course of our synthesis, Kim et al. reported the syn-
thesis of tri-substituted 2-pyridone compounds in two steps from
the BH acetates.18 A quick comparison of our work with reported
work clearly indicates that the reported method is a two-step reac-
tion, requires 15 h reaction time, higher temperature, excess
amount of NH4OAc (20 equiv) and the product was formed along
with side products. Hence the procedure reported herein provides
significant advantages in both yield and practicality over recently
reported two-step routes to similar 2-pyridones. We believe that
this reaction has enough scope for further investigations.

In conclusion, we have prepared a series of 3,5,6-trisubstituted-
2-pyridones in very good yields from the acetylated Baylis–Hill-
man esters in a one-pot procedure.
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