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ABSTRACT

o nonselective 0 selective (e}
R\)l\ dibromination gy debromination R\)}\/Br
by Bra B by HBr and
R=EWG ' scavenger

We have found a new synthetic method for the preparation of the o-bromoketones that are brominated in the less activated terminal position
of unsymmetrical ketones. Brominations in short reaction times (kinetically controlled) provided internally brominated compounds as a major
product. However, brominations in longer reaction times (thermodynamically controlled) gave more of the terminally brominated compound
through the reversible reaction by Br, and produced hydrogen bromide. Several brominated compounds at the terminal position were successfully
prepared through the new synthetic route.

Recently, we reported regio- and substituent-selective de- Through this investigation, we could obtain debrominated
bromination reaction on activated aromatic bromine by products ofa-bromocarbonyls in around 90% vyield (Table
hydrobromic acid and a scavendeilherein, the ipso-  1). Although there were many reports on isomerization of
protonated compount is the intermediate of the debromi-

nation reaction as shown in Figure 1. The protonated [ NN N

Table 1. Reductive Debromohydrogenation Reactions of
a-Bromocompounds in Concentrated HBr/AcOH Conditions

HBr, AcOH, Na,S,04

O R-X — RH
OH tol ar\Br OH @o,H reflux
Br
s Y o R _ S
24 2 entry reactant time2(h) scavenger® (equiv) yield (%)°
. . . L 1 3b 4 1.15 3a (89
Figure 1. Mechanism of reductive debromination of bromophenol (89)
> i ; 2 4b 3 1.15 4a (92)
and the structure similarity between intermedihi&nd protonated
o-bromoketone. a At reflux. ® NapS;0,. ¢ Isolated yield.

a-bromoketone2 has the same scaffold as intermediate  o-promoketones by HB* this is the first report where HBr

o-bromoketones could also be reduced by the same reducing

system (HBr/scavenger of Br (1) Choi, H. Y.; Chi, D. Y.J. Am. Chem. SoQ001, 123 9202-9203.
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study of bromination and debromination processes of ali- telluroates; thiols!® selenols'® amines}” and anionic iron
phatic ketones, we also have discovered the selectivecomplexi® (iii) heterogeneous hydrogenatidh;and (iv)
bromination of unsymmetrical ketones on singly activated homogeneous Pd-catalyzed hydrogenatidtowever, to our
carbon against doubly activated carbon, which will provide knowledge, there has been no report on hydrobromic acid
a new general synthetic route for the preparation of bromi- as a reducing agent af-bromoketones.
nated unsymmetrical ketones in a less activated position During our research on the possibility of hydrobromic acid
(Scheme 1). Unsymmetrical ketones such as phenylacetoneas a reducing agent, we found that the addition of hydro-
bromic acid causes reversible isomerization such as those
s published reportsand discovered that HBr causes irreversible
Scheme 1. New Synthetic Strategy for the Selective debromination when added with a scavenger of bronfire (
Preparation offerminal Bromoketones discavery). We also found that the doubly activatiedernal
position is more rapidly brominatédand debrominated than

o nonselective fo) selective o)
R _dbromination RW)I\/B' debromination g _M_sr the singly activatederminal position &econd discaery).
R-ewg *B% Br by HBr and In the case of bromination at the more activategosition

scavenger

of unsymmetrical ketones, the requireebromoketones can
be obtained by direct bromination. However, there is a

(5) and 1-phenyl-1,3-butanedior® have a methylene group synth_etic difficulty in the _preparatic_m ai-bromoketones
and a methyl group. In this report, the methylene carbon is brominated at the_less activateeposition. There are some
in an internal position that is doubly activated by two reports on synthetic methods of unsymmetrically brominated

electron-withdrawing groups (EWG): phenyl and carbonyl a—ketones: brominsation of epoxidé%oxidation of olefins
or two carbonyls. In addition, the methyl carbon is in a PY sodium bromité? bromodecarboxylations,and bromo-

deacylationg® however, all of them have synthetic limits
as general applications for the preparation of unsymmetrical
o-bromoketones.

9 "

terminal position singly activated by only one carbonyl.

x 3a,R=X=H
Q/“\/ ib’gzrt:bngrn Table 2. Kinetic Bromination (Short Reaction Tinte)
a' j=| , A=l
1 4b, R=NO§, X=Br time product (%)°
0O O o o 5.7 entry reactant (min) reactant internal terminal other
Ph W, W W a, X=Y=Z=W=H
to b, X=Br,Y=Z=W=H 1 5a 10 5a(3) 5b (87) 5c(1) 5e(9)
Xy XYz XY 2 e X¥-zH Wear 2 6a 1 6a(6) 6b(80) 6¢c(5) 6e(9)
s 6 7 e, X=Z-Br, Y-W—H 3 7a 1 7a(8) 7b(75) 7c(?) 7d(6)
? f, X=Y=H, Z=W=Br 4 8a 10  8a(0) 8b(l00) 8c(0)
g, X=H, Y=2=W=Br

a8 Reaction conditions: Br(1.0 equiv) was added, and acetic acid was
used as a solvent.NMR integral ratio yield.
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Figure 2. Compound list.

In this report, we have tried to discover a new synthetic

Many reagents for reduction atbromoketones have been Method for the preparation of-bromoketones that are
developed: (i) reducing agents, e.g., zinc in acetic Acid, brominated at the less activatestminal position of unsym-

alkyltinhydride? vanadium(ll) chloridé, silicon hydride$

borohydrid€’, stannous chlorid&titanium(lil) salts? sodium
bisulfite 1° and benzimidazoline’;(ii) nucleophilic reducing
agents, e.g., Nal/chlorotrimethylsilaffegrganophosphin®,
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Table 3. Thermodynamic Bromination (Long Reaction Tirhe)

3+ S+
time product (%)P RV?H R’).OH Rj/loH Rj)o:" F*j/loK
entry reactant (h) reactant internal terminal other Br<_ 8- Br<— Br B,—_. Br - Br
; 2: zg 22 8;3 ZE g’) 22 Eg; Z?((lzg)) Figure 3. Irreversible debromination with scavenger.
3 7a 3 7a(?) 7b(0) 7c(86) T7f(7)
4¢ 8a 3 8a(l7) 8b(45) 8c(19) 8d (10)

the nonselective 1,3-dibromination of phenylacetone as a
aReaction conditions: Br(1.0 equiv) was added, and acetic acid was sample Compound by 2 equiv of bromine, wherBawas
used as a solvent.NMR integral ratio yield. Yield of terminal product - . N .
8c was increased by longer reaction times: after 18&:8b:8c = 3:3:2; obtained as a major product abgwas obtained as a minor

in addition, the solution was darkened, and some decomposition occurred.product, which also can be debrominatecbto

metrical ketones. As the first step, to investigate the reactivity _ ) . .
. . . e Table 5. Selective Preparation of Variodsrminal Bromo
of unsymmetrical ketones, two kinds of reaction conditions . .
. L ~ Compounds by the General Procedure, Including Nonselective
were teste(_j as _shown in T_ables 2 and 3. Broml_natlons iN Bromination-Selective Debromination
short reaction times (kinetically controlled) provided the

internally brominated compounds as a major product (Table = § Bz AcOH it Q scavenger Q
: t, time 1 R A& *Rj)J\/B' 1, time 2 R A &
Br

2).2* However, Table 3 shows that brominations in longer
reaction times (thermodynamically controlled) gave the more

terminally brominated compound through the reversible timel/

reaction by By and produced hydrogen bromiéfeAlthough reactant/Br, time 2 scavenger? isolated yield (%)°

there were many reports on the rearrangemem-bfomo- (equiv) (h/h) (equiv) reactant internal terminal other
ketones, there were no reports on the selective preparation s; 22 630 A 5a(5) 5b(3) 5c(85) 5e(3)

of bromination in the less activatei@rminal position of 6a(l.3) 2/30 H(0.6) 6a(ll) 6b(0) 6c(85) 6f(1)
unsymmetrical ketones using this bromine rearrangement. 7a(15 051 H(13) 7a(3) 7b(0) 7c(90) 7f(3)

By controlling the reaction time, we could obtafic in an 8a (200 305 A 8a(0) 8b(0) 8c(95) 8d(0)
acceptable yield, but the yields of the othesg, (6¢, and aScavenger A= acetone; scavenger H 1,4-hydrobenzoquinoné.in

8¢) were not good. cases where acetone was used as a scavenger, byproduct that is thought to

be produced from bromoacetone makes separation by column chromatog-
raphy difficult; therefore, byproduct was removed by keeping the mixture
_ in vacuo for over 6 h®Concentrated HBr was added. No addition of
concentrated HBr increases the amourfi@fd Product8cis relatively stable
Table 4. 1,3-Dibromination of Phenylacetongg)? in an acidic reaction medium; however, after extraction, decomposition was
. observed within 1 h.

product yield (%)

reactant temp time 5b 5¢c 5e 5g .
- Consequently, several brominated compounds at the
5a rt Smin. 7415 737 133 terminalposition were successfully prepared through the new
5a rt 24 h 39 08 772 154 P Yy prep 9

5a 80°C  30min 62 15 768 153 synthetic route shown in Scheme 1, and the results are shown
in Table 5. After 1,3-dibromination of the reactant by
aReaction conditions: Br(1.0 equiv) was added, and acetic acid was gddition of around 2 equiv of bromine and Stirring for a |Ong
used as a solvent.NMR integral ratio yield. Yield of terminal product . foll d b dditi f th
8c was increased by longer reaction times: after 18&8b:8¢c = 3:3:2; time at room temperature, followed by addition of the
in addition, the solution was darkened and some decomposition occurred. scavengers, thderminal bromo compounds were pro-
duced through the irreversibly selective debromination on
the internal bromides of the 1,3-dibromo compound as
From the conjunction othe firstandsecond disceeries shown in Figure 3. The scavenger was added after confirma-
we designed a new synthetic route for the selective prepara-tion of the disappearance afiternal bromo compounds
tion of terminal bromocompounds composed of nonselective (5b, 6b, 7b, and8b), becausedb, 6b, 7b, and8b) revert to
bromination and selective debromination by hydrogen bro- starting materials after debromination. In all of the cases,

mide and a scavenger as shown in Scheme 1. Table 4 show#e terminal compounds were obtained in more than 85%
yields. In the cases @aand7a, internal bromo compounds

(22) Calo, V. Lopez, L.; Valentino, D. Synthesi€978 139-140. (6b and 7b) were not detected when less than 2 equiv of
(23) Kageyama, T.; Tobito, Y.; Katoh, A.; Ueno, Y.; Okawara,Ghem. bromine were used.
'-et(téi;’g?gyld“‘% El_‘;‘%smussen' C.R: Press: Bfith, CommurLegs In conclusion, we discovered anew reducmg system of
25, 1045-1051. o-bromocarbonyl compounds using hydrobromic acid in the
(25) Mignani, G.; Morel, D.; Grass, Retrahedron Lett1987 28, 5505~ presence of a scavenger of generated bromine. Using the
55(()56) Kharasch, M. S.; Stemfeld, E.; Mayo, F.JRAm. Chem. Sot937, selective debromination, we could selectively prepare bromo
59, 1655-1657. compounds that are brominated on the less activatpdsi-

Org. Lett., Vol. 5, No. 4, 2003 413



tion of carbonyl from the mixture of polybrominated Acknowledgment. This work was supported by National
compounds. This new method, bromination and selective Research Laboratory Program, and we thank Dr. Choong
debromination, is useful because it is cheap and easy to usefEui Song for helpful discussions.

providing the selectively brominated product in high yields.
This method is useful for preparing 1-bromo-3-phenyl-
acetone, which cannot be prepared by either kinetically or
thermodynamically controlled reaction conditions and can
only be prepared by bromination following selective debro-
mination. 0OL0271638
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