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CuI efficiently catalyzes the C–S cross coupling of thiols with
aryl halides in the presence of tetrabutylammonium bromide
in water. The reactions with aryl thiols that have electron-
withdrawing and -donating substituents are comparable and
afford C–S cross-coupling products in high yield.

Introduction

The formation of C–S bonds is a powerful means for
the preparation of numerous compounds of biological and
pharmaceutical interest and for use in the material sci-
ences.[1] The traditional methods available for this purpose,
however, often require harsh reaction conditions – the use
of polar solvents such as HMPA, high temperatures around
200 °C, and the reduction of sulfones or sulfoxides with
strong reducing agents such as DIBAL-H or LiAlH4.[2] To
overcome these drawbacks, considerable attention has re-
cently been focused on the development of catalytic systems
for the cross coupling of thiols with aryl halides. In 1980,
Migita and co-workers first reported the cross coupling of
aryl halides with thiols in the presence of [Pd(PPh3)4] as the
catalyst and NaOtBu as the base, in polar solvents such as
ethanol heated at reflux or dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO) at
90 °C.[3] Palladium-,[4] nickel-,[5] copper-,[6] and cobalt-
based[7] catalytic systems have since been studied for this
purpose. These reactions are effective in anhydrous solvents
under inert conditions.

The use of water as a solvent for organic reactions has
been extensive in recent years.[8,9] Because water is cheap,
nontoxic, safe, and environmentally benign relative to or-
ganic solvents. Herein we report that CuI efficiently cata-
lyzes the C–S cross coupling of thiols with aryl halides in
the presence of tetrabutylammonium bromide (TBAB) in
water. These reactions are effective in air in the presence of
KOH at moderate temperature. During this study, Carril et
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al. reported the formation of thioethers by using copper
salts and 1,2-diamine derivatives in water.[6n]

Results and Discussion

First, we studied the cross coupling of thiophenol with
iodobenzene as the model substrate (Table 1). The reaction
afforded the desired C–S cross-coupling diphenylsulfide in
98% yield when the substrate was stirred in water at 80 °C
for 10 h in the presence of 1 mol-% CuI, 1.1 equiv. iodo-
benzene, 1.5 equiv. KOH, and 1 equiv. TBAB in air. Among
the bases studied � KOH, K2CO3, Cs2CO3, pyridine, and
DIPA (diisopropylamine) � the first provided the best re-
sult. Of the copper catalysts investigated, CuI was superior
to CuSO4·5H2O, Cu(OAc)2·2H2O, CuCl2·2H2O, Cu(NO3)2·
3H2O, and CuO. Iodobenzene was more reactive than
bromo- and chlorobenzene. The presence of TBAB is essen-
tial and in its absence no reaction was observed.

To study the scope of the procedure, the reactions of
other thiols with iodobenzene were then studied (Table 2).
The reactions with 2-methyl-, 4-methyl-, 4-nitro-, 2-bromo-,
4-bromo-, 4-chloro-, and 4-methoxybenzenethiol afforded
cross-coupling products in 91–99% yield in 9–15 h. Similar
results were observed with 2-naphthalenethiol and phenyl-
methanethiol; however, 1-butanethiol was less reactive, and
the C–S cross-coupling product was obtained in 15% yield.

These reaction conditions are also suitable for the C–
S cross coupling of thiols with chloro- and bromobenzene
(Table 3). For example, the reactions with 4-methoxy-, 4-
methyl-, and 4-nitrobenzenethiol afforded cross-coupling
products in 30–60% yield in 14–15 h. Similar results were
obtained with 2-naphthalenethiol and phenylmethane-
thiol – the C–S cross-coupling products were obtained in
21–48% yield in 18–19 h. Bromobenzene was more reactive
than chlorobenzene.
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Table 1. Cross coupling of thiophenol with aryl halides in water.

Catalyst X Base T [°C] Time [h] Yield [%][a,b]

CuCl2·2H2O I KOH 80 10 90
CuSO4·5H2O I KOH 80 10 76
Cu(OAc)2·H2O I KOH 80 10 88
CuO I KOH 80 10 72
Cu(NO3)2·3H2O I KOH 80 10 85
CuI I KOH 80 10 98
CuI I KOH r.t. 12 no reaction
CuI I K2CO3 80 10 75
CuI I Cs2CO3 80 10 88
CuI I DIPA 80 8 65
CuI I pyridine 80 8 75
CuI Br KOH 80 12 52[c]

CuI Cl KOH 80 12 32[c]

[a] The catalyst (1 mol-%), thiophenol (1 mmol), aryl halide
(1.1 mmol), base (1.5 mmol), and TBAB (1 mmol) were stirred in
water (1 mL) in air. [b] Isolated yield. [c] 5 mol-% catalyst used.

Table 2. The reaction of various thiols with iodobenzene in water.

[a] CuI (1 mol-%), thiol (1 mmol), iodobenzene (1.1 mmol), KOH
(1.5 mmol), and TBAB (1 mmol) were stirred in water at 80 °C in
air. [b] Isolated yield.

Finally, the reactions of thiophenol with aryl iodides that
have electron-donating and -withdrawing substituents were
investigated (Table 4). The reaction with 1-iodo-4-nitroben-
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Table 3. Reaction of thiols with chloro- and bromobenzene.

[a] CuI (5 mol-%), thiol (1 mmol), iodobenzene (1.1 mmol), KOH
(1.5 mmol), and TBAB (1 mmol) were stirred in water at 80 °C in
air. [b] Isolated yield.

zene afforded the product in a 95% yield in 6 h, while the
reactions of 1-iodo-4-methoxybenzene and 1-iodo-2,4-di-
methylbenzene required 12 h to provide the cross-coupling
products in 75% and 85% yield, respectively. These results
suggest that the reaction occurs by oxidative addition fol-
lowed by reductive elimination (Scheme 1). The oxidative
addition of the aryl halide with catalyst a can give interme-
diate b, which can undergo reaction with a thiol to afford
intermediate c. Intermediate c can provide the C–S cross-
coupling product by reductive elimination, where TBAB
presumably acts as the phase-transfer catalyst, solubilizing
the organic substrates in water.[9]

Table 4. The cross coupling of thiols with substituted aryl iodides.

[a] CuI (1 mol-%), thiophenol (1 mmol), aryl iodide (1.1 mmol),
KOH (1.5 mmol), and TBAB (1 mmol) were stirred at 80 °C in
water (1 mL) in air. [b] Isolated yield.
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Scheme 1. Proposed catalytic cycle.

Conclusions

In conclusion, a simple and efficient procedure is de-
scribed for C–S bond formation by cross coupling of thiols
with aryl halides by using a combination of CuI and TBAB
in water. These reactions do not require an inert atmo-
sphere and can be performed at moderate temperatures
with high yields.

Experimental Section
Materials and Methods: Thiols, bromobenzene (99%), chloroben-
zene (99%), iodobenzene (98%), CuCl2·2H2O (99%), CuSO4·5H2O
(98%), Cu(OAc)2·H2O (99%), CuO (99.99%), Cu(NO3)2·3H2O
(98%), and CuI (99.99%) were purchased from Aldrich. NMR
spectra (400 MHz for 1H and 100 MHz for 13C) were recorded with
a DRX-400 Varian spectrometer by using CDCl3 as solvent and
Me4Si as internal standard. Flash column chromatography was
performed on silica gel (230–400 mesh) with ethyl acetate and hex-
ane as eluent. Melting points were determined by using a Büchi B-
540 melting point apparatus and are uncorrected.

General Procedure for the C–S Cross-Coupling Reaction: CuI
(1 mol-%) was added to a stirred solution of thiol (1 mmol), aryl
halide (1.1 mmol), TBAB (1 mmol), and KOH (1.5 mmol) in water
(1 mL). The solution was heated at 80 °C in air for the appropriate
time. The progress of the reaction was monitored by TLC. The
reaction mixture was then cooled to room temperature and treated
with diethyl ether (10 mL). The aqueous layer was separated and
extracted with diethyl ether (3�5 mL). The combined organic
solution was successively washed with brine (3�5 mL) and water
(1�5 mL), dried (Na2SO4), and passed through a short pad of
silica gel by using ethyl acetate and hexane as eluent to afford ana-
lytically pure cross-coupling products.

Supporting Information (see footnote on the first page of this arti-
cle): 1H and 13C NMR data and spectra of all the C–S cross-cou-
pled products.

Acknowledgments

This work was supported by the Department of Science and Tech-
nology, New Delhi and the Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research, New Delhi.

www.eurjoc.org © 2008 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim Eur. J. Org. Chem. 2008, 640–643642

[1] a) D. N. Jones, Comprehensive Organic Chemistry, Vol. 3 (Eds:
D. H. Barton, D. W. Ollis), Pergamon: New York, 1979; b) M.
Tiecco, Synthesis 1988, 749–759; c) C. M. Rayner, Contemp.
Org. Synth. 1996, 3, 499–533; d) C. P. Baird, C. M. Rayner, J.
Chem. Soc. Perkin Trans. 1 1998, 1973–2003; e) D. J. Procter,
J. Chem. Soc. Perkin Trans. 1 1999, 641–668; f) D. J. Procter, J.
Chem. Soc. Perkin Trans. 1 2001, 335–354; g) C. G. Frost, P.
Mendonca, J. Chem. Soc. Perkin Trans. 1 1998, 2615–2624; h)
J. Hassan, M. Sevignon, C. Gozzi, E. Schulz, M. Lemaire,
Chem. Rev. 2002, 102, 1359–1469; i) I. P. Beletskaya, A. V.
Cheprakov, Coord. Chem. Rev. 2004, 248, 2337–2364; j) J.-P.
Corbet, G. Mignani, Chem. Rev. 2006, 106, 2651–2710; k) F.
Ullmann, Ber. Dtsch. Chem. Ges. 1903, 36, 2382–2384; l) S. V.
Ley, A. W. Thomas, Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2003, 42, 5400–
5449; m) J. F. Hartwig, Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 1998, 37, 2046–
2067; n) J. P. Wolfe, S. Wagaw, J.-F. Marcoux, S. L. Buchwald,
Acc. Chem. Res. 1998, 31, 805–818; o) I. P. Beletskaya, V. P.
Ananikov, Eur. J. Org. Chem. 2007, 3431–3444.

[2] a) J. Lindley, Tetrahedron 1984, 40, 1433–1456; b) T. Yamam-
oto, Y. Sekine, Can. J. Chem. 1984, 62, 1544–1547; c) R. J. S.
Hickman, B. J. Christie, R. W. Guy, T. J. White, Aust. J. Chem.
1985, 38, 899–904; d) A. Van Bierbeek, M. Gingras, Tetrahe-
dron Lett. 1998, 39, 6283–6286.

[3] a) T. Migita, T. Shimizu, Y. Asami, J. Shiobara, Y. Kato, M.
Kosugi, Bull. Chem. Soc. Jpn. 1980, 53, 1385–1389; b) M. Ko-
sugi, T. Ogata, M. Terada, H. Sano, T. Migita, Bull. Chem.
Soc. Jpn. 1985, 58, 3657–3658.

[4] a) C. Mispelaere-Canivet, J.-F. Spindler, S. Perrio, P. Beslin,
Tetrahedron 2005, 61, 5253–5259; b) T. Itoh, T. Mase, Org. Lett.
2004, 6, 4587–4590; c) M. A. Fernandez Rodrıguez, Q. Shen,
J. F. Hartwig, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2006, 128, 2180–2181; d) M.
Murata, S. L. Buchwald, Tetrahedron 2004, 60, 7397–7403; e)
U. Schopfer, A. Schlapbach, Tetrahedron 2001, 57, 3069–3073;
f) G. Y. Li, Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2001, 40, 1513–1516; g) R. S.
Barbieri, C. R. Bellato, A. K. C. Dias, A. C. Massabni, Catal.
Lett. 2006, 109, 171–174; h) M. J. Dickens, J. P. Gilday, T. J.
Mowlem, D. A. Widdowson, Tetrahedron 1991, 47, 8621–8634;
i) T. Ishiyama, M. Mori, A. Suzuki, N. Miyaura, J. Organomet.
Chem. 1996, 525, 225–231; j) N. Zheng, J. C. McWilliams, F. J.
Fleitz, J. D. Armstrong, R. P. Volante, J. Org. Chem. 1998, 63,
9606–9607; k) G. Mann, D. Baranano, J. F. Hartwig, A. L.
Rheingold, I. A. Guzei, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1998, 120, 9205–
9219; l) M. A. Fernandez-Rodriguez, Q. Shen, J. F. Hartwig,
Chem. Eur. J. 2006, 12, 7782–7796; m) T. Itoh, T. Mashe, Org.
Lett. 2007, 9, 3687–3689; n) J. Vicente, J. A. Abad, R. M. Lo-
pez-Nicolas, Tetrahedron Lett. 2005, 46, 5840.

[5] a) H. J. Cristau, B. Chabaud, A. Chene, H. Christol, Synthesis
1981, 892–894; b) C. Millois, P. Diaz, Org. Lett. 2000, 2, 1705–
1708; c) V. Percec, J.-Y. Bae, D. H. Hill, J. Org. Chem. 1995,
60, 6895–6903; d) K. Takagi, Chem. Lett. 1987, 2221–2224; e)
Y. Zhang, K. C. Ngeow, J. Y. Ying, Org. Lett. 2007, 9, 3495–
3498; f) K. Takagi, Chem. Lett. 1987, 2221–2224; g) Y. Yatsu-
monji, O. Okada, A. Tsubouchi, T. Takeda, Tetrahedron 2006,
62, 9981–9987.

[6] a) C. G. Bates, R. K. Gujadhur, D. Venkataraman, Org. Lett.
2002, 4, 2803–2806; b) F. Y. Kwong, S. L. Buchwald, Org. Lett.
2002, 4, 3517–3520; c) Y.-J. Wu, H. He, Synlett 2003, 1789–
1790; d) C. G. Bates, P. Saejueng, M. Q. Doherty, D. Venkatar-
aman, Org. Lett. 2004, 6, 5005–5008; e) W. Deng, Y. Zou, Y.-
F. Wang, L. Liu, Q.-X. Guo, Synlett 2004, 1254–1258; f) C.
Palomo, M. Oiarbide, R. Lopez, E. Gomez-Bengoa, Tetrahe-
dron Lett. 2000, 41, 1283–1286; g) C. Savarin, J. Srogl, L. S.
Liebeskind, Org. Lett. 2002, 4, 4309–4312; h) P. S. Herradura,
K. A. Pendola, R. K. Guy, Org. Lett. 2000, 2, 2019–2022; i) Y.-
J. Chen, H.-H. Chen, Org. Lett. 2006, 8, 5609–5612; j) D. Zhu,
L. Xu, F. Wu, B. Wan, Tetrahedron Lett. 2006, 47, 5781–5784;
k) L. Rout, T. K. Sen, T. Punniyamurthy, Angew. Chem. Int.
Ed. 2007, 46, 5583–5586; l) X. Lv, W. Bao, J. Org. Chem. 2007,
72, 3863–3867; m) H. Zhang, W. Cao, D. Ma, Synth. Commun.



Copper(I)-Catalyzed C–S Cross Coupling of Thiols with Aryl Halides

2007, 37, 25–35; n) M. Carril, R. SanMartin, E. Dominguez,
I. Tellitu, Chem. Eur. J. 2007, 13, 5100–5105.

[7] Y.-C. Wong, T. T. Jayanth, C.-H. Cheng, Org. Lett. 2006, 8,
5613–5616.

[8] a) C.-J. Li, T.-H. Chan, Organic Reactions in Aqueous Media,
John Wiley & Sons, New York, 1997; b) P. A. Grieco (Ed.),

Eur. J. Org. Chem. 2008, 640–643 © 2008 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim www.eurjoc.org 643

Organic Synthesis in Water, Blackie Academic and Profes-
sional, London, 1998; c) I. T. Horvath, P. T. Anastas, Chem.
Rev. 2007, 107, 2167–2168.

[9] D. Dallinger, C. O. Kappe, Chem. Rev. 2007, 107, 2563–2591.
Received: October 16, 2007

Published Online: December 12, 2007


