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A series of novel 1,2,3-triazole fused spirochromone conjugates have been synthesized bearing both spi-
rochromone moiety as well as a 1,2,3-triazole moiety. Some of the compounds have exhibited potential
activity against Mycobacterium tuberculosis (virulent strain H37Rv). In particular 5e proved to be the most
potent derivative exhibiting MIC = 0.78 pg/mL.
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Tuberculosis (TB) is one of the deadly infectious diseases caused
by Mycobacterium spp. mainly Mycobacterium tuberculosis. This
notorious pathogen infects about one-third of the world’s popula-
tion and is responsible for approximately 2 million deaths world-
wide per year."? Furthermore, the emergence of a drug resistant
microorganism responsible for TB, especially multidrug-resistant
one along with the lethal combination of TB and HIV-1 infection,
makes this disease one of the greatest global health challenges fac-
ing us today.? In the last 50 years, only a few drugs have been ap-
proved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to treat TB,
reflecting the inherent difficulties in discovery and clinical testing
of new agents.? Therefore, the discovery and development of new
types of anti TB agents acting on novel drug targets are urgently
needed.

In recent years, there has been re-stimulated interest in nature’s
repertoire of structures and many strategies are being adapted to
exploit advantageously the features of natural products in the de-
sign of novel small-molecules for various biological applications,
especially in the area of drug discovery and chemical biology.®
One such a successful and effective approach to the construction
of natural product like small molecules is based upon the concept
of ‘privileged structures’.® Chromone is recognized as a privileged
structural motif, observed in a plethora of natural products and
in various therapeutic agents.” In this context, and in view of our
long-standing interest in the chemistry of privileged chromone
motif,® in particular, the design and synthesis of novel natural
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products like small molecules based on chromone motif for various
biological applications, we describe herein the synthesis of novel
triazole fused spirochromone conjugates as potential antimycobac-
terial agents. The interest in incorporation of 1,2,3-triazole moiety
stems from the advent of click chemistry protocol which has been
used in various applications such as drug discovery process and
chemical biology due to high yield, high selectivity, wide scope,
atom-economy and simple purification.® Furthermore, these tria-
zole products can readily associate with the biological targets
through hydrogen bonding and dipole interactions.'®

The synthetic strategy followed for the preparation of 1,2,3-
triazole fused spirochromone conjugates is given in Scheme 1.
Firstly, for the preparation of precursor spirochromanone moiety
2a,b a Kabbe condensation!! between the cyclohexanone or N-
Boc piperidone and 2,4-dihydroxy acetophenone was employed.
In the Kabbe condensation, the use of acetonitrile as solvent and
carrying out the reaction at 50 °C for 24 h in the presence of pyrrol-
idine as a base is optimum in order to obtain spirochromanone
2ab in 72% and 75% yields.!? On the other hand, refluxing with tol-
uene or ethanol as a solvent using Dean-Stark apparatus, the con-
dition generally used in Kabbe condensation did not produce the
required products in good yield. Subsequently, the spirochroma-
none 2a,b were O-alkylated with epichlorohydrin in the presence
of K,COs in refluxing acetone gave epoxides 3a,b in 85% and 82%
yields. These epoxides 3a,b that were subjected to ring opening
with sodium azide in the presence of ammonium chloride afforded
the corresponding azides 4a,b in 88% and 85% yields. Finally, 1,2,3-
triazole moiety was incorporated through the 1,3-dipolar cycload-
dition of these azides 4a,b with various terminal alkynes to afford
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Scheme 1. Reagents and conditions: (i) cyclohexanone/N-Boc piperidone, pyrrolidine, acetonitrile, 50 °C, 24 h; (ii) epichlorohydrin, potassium carbonate, acetone, reflux,
12 h; (iii) sodium azide, ammonium chloride, methanol, reflux, 5 h; (iv) alkyne, CuSO,, sodium ascorbate, ‘butanol/water (1:1), 60 °C, 12 h.

Table 1 Table 1 (continued)
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1,2,3-triazole fused spirochromones conjugates 5a-e, 6a-e in
65-90% yields with high purity.'® In this reaction, the copper(l)
catalyst was generated in situ by the reduction of copper(Il)sulfate
with sodium ascorbate, as described by Sharpless.'® The structure
of all the new compounds 5a-e, 6a-e were confirmed by the 'H
NMR, '3C NMR and mass spectral data (Supplementary data)

All the new triazole fused spirochromone conjugates were
screened for their in vitro antimycobacterial activity against M.
tuberculosis H37Rv (ATCC27294) using an agar dilution method.!®
The minimum inhibitory concentration (MIC; pg/mL) was deter-
mined for each compound. The MIC is defined as the minimum
concentration of compound required to completely inhibit the bac-
terial growth. Rifampicin and ethambutol were used as reference
compounds. The MIC values of the synthesized compounds along
with the standard drugs for comparison were reported in Table 1.
Most of the compounds (5b-c, 5e, 6¢, 6e) showed a significant
in vitro activity against M. tuberculosis, MIC in the range of 0.78-
6.25 pg/mL. Among them, compound 5e is found to be more active
having MIC 0.78 pg/mL among all the compounds screened and the
potency is better than first line antibacterial drug ethambutol.
Importantly, compound 5e represents a novel structural chemo-
type for which antitubercular properties have not been previously
noted. Preliminary structure-activity relationship of the triazole
fused spirochromone conjugates reveals that compounds possess-
ing cyclohexyl group at 2nd position of the chromone ring favor
better activity than piperidinyl moiety. Furthermore, aromatic sub-
stitution at 4th position of the triazole is favorable than alkyl
substitution.

In conclusion, a new class of 1,2,3-triazole fused spirochromone
conjugates have been synthesized. All the compounds were ob-
tained in good yield and were tested as new potential antitubercu-
lar agents. One of those compounds, 5e showed good activity
against MTB. Further optimization of this series is ongoing and will
be reported shortly.
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