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An unswerving one-pot conversion of 3-formyl-5,10,15-triaryl substituted corroles and their copper(III)
derivatives to the corresponding 3-carboxy-5,10,15-triaryl substituted corroles was achieved by adopting
mild reaction conditions by using hydroxylamine hydrochloride and phthalic anhydride. All these substi-
tuted carboxy corroles were completely characterized by using Mass, CHN analysis, IR, '"H NMR, UV-vis.,

Fluorescence spectroscopies and cyclic voltammetry. Both the absorption maxima and emission maxima
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of carboxy corroles were red shifted by 5-13 nm. The LUMO level of these corroles is above the TiO, con-
duction band and HOMO level was below the redox electrolytes. These p-carboxy corroles confined with
may find applications as sensitizers in dye-sensitized solar cells.

© 2011 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

Corrole macrocyle is a contracted analogue of a porphyrin in
which one -meso position has been eliminated, yet possessing
the 18-7 electron aromaticity of porphyrins.! The structure of cor-
role represents an intermediate between porphyrin and the corrin
ring in the B12 cofactor. The first investigation on corrole was car-
ried out by Johnson and Kay in the late 1960s when the macrocycle
was produced as a by-product during the synthesis of B12.2 Thus,
while corroles have been known for more than 40 years, research
in the field was slow to progress. However, investigations of cor-
roles have recently increased with the synthetic work of the groups
of Paolesse and Gross, with each of the respective groups reporting
a one-pot synthesis of triaryl corroles.?

Unlike porphyrins, corroles are tri-anionic ligands that stabilize
unusual high oxidation states of transition metal centers like Fe(IV),
Cu(Ill), Co(IV), Ge(IV), Sn(IV), P(V) etc.* Corrole and its metallo
derivatives are involved in many applications that include a catalyst
in oxidation, reduction and group transfer reactions of many organ-
ic transformations, sensors, in photodynamic therapy, metastasis
and as sensitizers in dye-sensitized solar cells (DSSC) for the gener-
ation of electricity from sunlight.> Of these, we are particularly
interested in corroles as sensitizers for DSSC applications. DSSC is
a low-cost and environmentally benign technology, an envisaged
alternative to solid-state p—n photovoltaic devices. In these devices
the sensitizer is one of the key component for achieving high effi-
ciency and durability. The widely used sensitizers in DSSC devices
are ruthenium(Il) polypyridyl complexes with an efficiency of
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>11%.5 However, ruthenium(ll) polypyridyl complexes present
two primary drawbacks: (1) rarity of the Ru metal in the earth’s
crust making it very expensive and (2) lack of absorption in red re-
gion of the visible spectrum. As an alternative, tetrapyrrolic com-
pounds, which includes porphyrins and phthalocyanine are
particularly of interest based on their absorption, thermal, photo-
and electrochemical properties.” Even though, the efficiency of
DSSC devices based on porphyrin sensitizers have shown around
10%, but their durability is low.® In contrast, phthalocyanine based
sensitizers showed efficiency up to 4.6% but, is not ready for com-
mercialization of technology.® For this reason, we found corroles
are potential alternative sensitizers for DSSC applications.

Zeev Gross and co-workers have used sulfonated corroles hav-
ing either Ga(lIIl) or Sn(IV) in their central cavity for DSSC applica-
tions.'® Ga(Ill) complex of corrole has shown an overall conversion
efficiency of up to 1.6%. This is the only example reported in the lit-
erature of corroles as sensitizers for DSSC applications to the best
of our knowledge. However, the sulfonic acid anchoring group does
not strongly bind on to the nanocrystalline TiO, surface. It is
known from the literature that the carboxylic acid groups bind
more strongly on to the TiO, surface than sulfonic acid and phos-
phonic acid groups.!! Here in the present manuscript we report
the synthesis and characterization of B-carboxy triaryl corroles
having electron releasing groups on its peripheral positions.

5,10,15-Triaryl substituted corroles and 3-formyl-5,10,15-triaryl
substituted corroles were synthesized as per the methods reported
in the literature.>!? The Cu(lll) metal insertion of 3-formyl-
5,10,15-triaryl substituted corroles was synthesized by a modified
procedure reported in the literature.'® We have initiated the oxida-
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tion of 3-formyl corroles to 3-carboxy corroles using strong oxidiz-
ing agents like KMnO,4 and K,Cr,0-, which fails to convert and lead
to a very complex mixture of products. This is true even for the oxi-
dation of 2-formyl tetraarylporphyrins to corresponding 2-carboxy
tetraaryl porphyrins.'* We have adopted a one-pot, mild reaction
condition for the conversion of 3-formyl-5,10,15-triaryl substituted
corroles to the corresponding carboxylic acid corroles using hydrox-
ylamine hydrochloride and phthalic anhydride (Scheme 1). By
implementing this method recently, we have successfully converted
2-formyl-5,10,15,20-tetraaryl-substituted porphyrins to corre-
sponding carboxy substituted porphyrins in quantitative yield.!®
We have adopted similar reaction conditions for the oxidation of
3-formyl triaryl substituted corroles to the corresponding carboxy
triaryl substituted corroles. Initially, we have applied this one-pot
oxidation reaction to the conversion of 3-formyl-5,10,15-triaryl cor-
role to the corresponding 3-carboxy corrole in 70-80% yield.'® We
have extended this methodology to other triaryl substituted corroles
having electron releasing groups on phenyl ring viz. 4-methyl phe-
nyl, 4-methoxy phenyl and 3,5-dimethyl phenyl groups and their
copper derivatives. All these carboxy corroles were completely char-
acterized by CHN, Mass, IR, UV-vis., "H NMR and Fluorescence spec-
troscopies as well as cyclic voltammetry (see Fig. 1).

The electronic absorption spectra of all free-base and copper(IIIl)
carboxy corroles were measured in dichloromethane solvent. The
absorption spectrum of corrole 1 is presented in Figure 1 and
the corresponding absorption data are presented in Table 1. The
absorption spectrum of corroles are dominated by m-n* transitions
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Figure 1. Absorption and emission spectra of 1 in CH,Cl,.

analogous to those of normal porphyrins, with an intense Soret
band around 420 nm and lower intensity either three (free-base)
or two (copper(Ill)) Q-bands higher than 500 nm. Both Soret and
Q-bands of free-base and copper(lll) carboxy corroles are red
shifted by 5-12nm, when compared to the corresponding
5,10,15-triaryl corroles. This may be due to the presence of elec-
tron-withdrawing carboxyl group at pyrrole-p position. The Soret
band of copper(Ill) corroles are red shifted, when compared to the
corresponding free-base corroles expect Cul, which is blue

OHC

R'=

R!=-CH;, R2=R3=R4=RS =
R'=-OCH;, R*=R*=R*=R’=

NH,OH.HCI
N(C,Hs)3

Phthalic anhydride

=R?2=R3>=R*=R’=H; M = 3H; 1; M = Cu(lll), 1Cu

=H; M =3H; 2; M = Cu(Ill), 2Cu
H; M =3H; 3; M = Cu(Ill), 3Cu

R!=R?>=R’=H, R>=R*=-CH;; M = 3H; 4; M = Cu(IIl), 4Cu
Scheme 1. Synthesis of B-carboxy triaryl corroles.

Table 1

UV-vis., emission and electrochemical data®
Compound Jmax 1M (loge, M~' cm~1)° Jem.max, NM (D) Eipp (V) Eo_o (eV)®

Cor%* cu(tmyan Cor%~

1 421 (4.45), 593 (3.91), 621 (3.87), 653 (3.83) 682 (0.015) 0.58 - ~1.67 1.88
2 421 (4.66), 593 (4.04), 627 (4.02), 654 (4.01) 684 (0.269) 0.57 - ~1.65 1.85
3 423 (5.04), 590 (4.35), 631 (4.36), 657 (4.34) 694 (0.397) 0.48 - ~1.65 1.83
4 421 (4.72), 593 (4.08), 626 (4.05), 653 (4.05) 681 (0.439) 0.57 - ~1.63 1.86
cul 414 (4.65), 554 (3.83), 639 (3.69) 654 (0.012) 0.80 ~0.10 ~1.65 1.92
Cu2 424 (4.76), 554 (3.97), 643 (3.87) 647 (0.001) 0.73 -0.13 -1.50 1.92
cu3 438 (4.56), 549 (3.89), 638 (3.73) 645 (0.004) 0.65 ~0.20 ~1.63 1.93
Cud 423 (4.83), 554 (4.01), 642 (3.84) 645 (0.104) 0.72 ~0.15 ~1.70 1.93

@ Solvent: CH,Cl,.
b Error limits, Amax 1 nm, loge, +10%.
€ @, £10%.

d
e

Error limits, +0.05 eV.

0.1 M TBAP, Solvent: CH,Cl,, reference electrode: standard calomel electrode, working: glassy carbon, auxiliary electrode: Pt wire, error limits: Eyj5, +0.03 V.
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shifted.!” The emission spectra of both free-base and its copper(Ill)
derivatives of carboxy corroles were measured in CH,Cl, solvent at
room temperature. The emission maxima of all 3-carboxy corroles
are red shifted by 5-13 nm, when compared to those of its corre-
sponding parent triaryl corroles. The singlet state (Eq_o) energies
of free-base carboxy corroles are in the range of 1.85+0.05 eV
and that of its copper derivatives are 1.92 + 0.05 eV. The redox
potentials of both free-base and Cu(III) carboxy corroles were mea-
sured using cyclic and differential pulse voltammetric techniques.
All new compounds have either reversible or quasireversible three
oxidations. The excited state oxidation potentials (E*) of all new
compounds, which correspond to LUMO were found to be above
the TiO, conduction band and the electron in the excited state
can efficiently inject into the conduction band.'® Both free-base
and Cu(Ill) carboxy derivatives are having either one or two reduc-
tion potentials. The reduction of Cu(Ill) carboxy corroles at around
—0.20V corresponds to the Cu(lIIl)/(II) redox couple, whereas the
reduction at —1.65 V corresponds to the generation of corrole m-an-
ion, which is below the reduction potential of redox electrolyte
(I" /I;).!° The photovoltaic device studies by using these corrole
sensitizers are currently under progress.

In conclusion, we have used one-pot mild reaction conditions for
the oxidation of 3-formyl-5,10,15-triaryl substituted corroles to the
corresponding 3-carboxy-5,10,15-triaryl substituted corroles. The
singlet state and electrochemical properties of these 3-carboxy cor-
roles suggested that the LUMO of these compounds above the TiO,
conduction band making an efficient electron injection from ex-
cited state of dye to TiO, conduction band and HOMO is more posi-
tive than the redox couples, which can reoxidize the sensitizer
easily by taking an electron from redox electrolyte. These sensitiz-
ers have potential for applications in dye-sensitized solar cells.
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