
Synthesis of Rovafovir Etalafenamide (Part IV): Evolution of the
Synthetic Process to the Fluorinated Nucleoside Fragment
David A. Siler,* Selcuk Calimsiz, Ian J. Doxsee, Bernard Kwong, Jeffrey D. Ng, Keshab Sarma, Jinyu Shen,
Jonah W. Curl, Jason A. Davy, Jeffrey A. O. Garber, Sura Ha, Olga Lapina, Jisung Lee, Lennie Lin,
Sangsun Park, Mary Rosario, Olivier St-Jean, and Guojun Yu

Cite This: Org. Process Res. Dev. 2021, 25, 1263−1274 Read Online

ACCESS Metrics & More Article Recommendations *sı Supporting Information

ABSTRACT: Fluorinated nucleoside 1 is a key starting material in the synthesis of rovafovir etalafenamide (2), a novel nucleotide
reverse transcriptase inhibitor under development at Gilead Sciences for the treatment of HIV. While an initial manufacturing route
enabled the production of 1 to support clinical development, alternative approaches were explored to further enhance manufacturing
effectiveness, improve processing time, reduce cost, and minimize the environmental impact. Toward this end, two new routes were
developed to a key synthetic intermediate, which was converted to 1 using a new protecting group strategy. The new chemistry led
to improvements in the manufacturing process while reducing the overall process mass intensity (PMI).
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■ INTRODUCTION
Synthetic nucleoside and nucleotide analogues have played a
prominent role in the treatment of a variety of conditions,
including viral infections.1 Fluorinated nucleosides and
nucleotides, in particular, have received attention as the
incorporation of fluorine into these structures can improve
their biological activity and stability.2,3 Rovafovir etalafenamide
(2, Scheme 1), a fluorinated nucleotide analogue of 2′,3′-

didehydro-2′,3′-dideoxy adenosine (d4AP), maintains the anti-
HIV activity of the nonfluorinated analogue while exhibiting
lower mitochondrial toxicity and is being developed for the
treatment of HIV.4 The accompanying articles in this issue
describe the synthesis of 2 via a convergent synthesis which
combines the fluorinated nucleoside core 1 and the
phosphonamidate ester 3.5 The development of a manufactur-
ing process for the nucleoside core is described herein.
An initial manufacturing route for 1 is shown in Scheme 2.6 In

this route, the advanced fluoro glycosyl benzoate 4 (prepared via

several steps7) was brominated at the anomeric position. From
bromide 5, a subsequent glycosylation reaction with N6-
benzoyladenine (6) afforded 7, which was then selectively
debenzoylated to give the first isolated intermediate, diol 8. Bis-
silylation of 8 followed by a moderately selective deprotection of
the 5′-silyl ether yielded 10 in a telescoped sequence. Following
oxidation to 11, a final global deprotection afforded 1. This
manufacturing route provided 1 with an overall yield of 41%,
enabling the production of sufficient amounts of 1 to support the
clinical development of 2.
Several areas for improvement of the route, however, were

noted. Specifically, the selective ester hydrolysis of 7 required
careful control of the stoichiometry and reaction temperature to
avoid overhydrolysis of the benzamide moiety, while the
subsequent workup and crystallization of 8 were solvent- and
time-intensive. As selective direct oxidation of the 5′-OH group
was found to be challenging, the two-step sequence consisting of
bis-silylation followed by deprotection was developed; this
approach contributed to lengthy manufacturing operations and
high overall process mass intensity (PMI)8 for 10. Additionally,
the lability of the silyl ether functionality resulted in the
formation of significant amounts of 8 along with 10, which not
only led to an erosion in yield but also impacted the downstream
oxidation reaction, workup, and isolation.
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Scheme 1. Retrosynthetic Approach to 2
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■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

New Route Design. To address the difficulties with the
initial manufacturing process described above, a new synthetic
route to 1 was developed that leveraged the process knowledge
gained from the initial route. In this new route (Scheme 3),
global hydrolysis of 7 to new intermediate 12 would obviate the
need for careful control of a selective deprotection. From 12,
protection of the 3′-OH as an ester in place of the silyl ether was
envisioned for several reasons: (1) the acylation reaction would
be compatible with the free amino group on the adenine moiety;
(2) the resulting ester functionality is expected to have improved
chemical stability under the subsequent processing conditions
relative to the analogous silyl ether; and (3) enzymatic
hydrolysis could be leveraged to access intermediate 14.
Improved Glycosylation Process/Global Debenzoyla-

tion to 12. The new route development began with the
refinement of the telescoped glycosylation step that forms 7
(Scheme 4). Following this sequence, 4 was first converted to
glycosyl bromide 5 with excellent diastereoselectivity (only the
α-diastereomer is observed via 19F nuclear magnetic resonance
(NMR)). After aqueous workup and drying, 5was reacted with a
large excess of 6 (2.2 equiv) which also acts as a base to scavenge
the HBr produced during the reaction. The glycosylation
reaction is very sluggish, partly due to the low solubility of 6 in

the reaction mixture. Efforts to increase the solubility of 6, and
therefore increase the reaction rate, using more polar reaction
solvents led to a decrease in diastereoselectivity (Table 1), likely
due to a change in the reaction mechanism.9 For this reason, the
glycosylation reaction medium remained unchanged in the new
route (32:1 THF/NMP), affording a 95:5 mixture of anomers
favoring the β-diastereomer on scale.10 Inefficiencies in the
reaction workup, however, provided opportunities for develop-

Scheme 2. Initial Manufacturing Route for 1a

aReagents and conditions: (a) 33 wt % HBr in AcOH, CH2Cl2, 0 °C; (b) tetrahydrofuran (THF), N-methyl-2-pyrrolidone (NMP), 68 °C; (c)
NaOH, THF, H2O, 0 °C, 59% from 4; (d) Et3SiCl, iPr2NEt, PhMe, 50 °C; (e) TsOH·H2O, MeOH, 3 °C, 73% from 8; (f) PhI(OAc)2, (2,2,6,6-
tetramethylpiperidin-1-yl)oxidanyl (TEMPO), Na2HPO4, MeCN, H2O, 22 °C; and (g) 25 wt % NaOMe in MeOH, MeOH, 22 °C, 96% from 10.

Scheme 3. New Synthetic Strategy for the Manufacturing of 1

Scheme 4. Telescoped Route to 12 from 4a

aReagents and conditions: (a) 33 wt % HBr in AcOH, CH2Cl2, 0 °C;
(b) THF, NMP, 68 °C; and (c) LiOH, MeOH, H2O, 22 °C, 61%
from 4.
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ment. In the initial manufacturing process, a lengthy workup
procedure was used, including (1) filtration of the reaction
mixture to remove the majority of the excess 6 as the
corresponding HBr salt, (2) solvent exchange of the filtrate
from THF to dichloromethane to facilitate the subsequent
aqueous workup, (3) acidic aqueous workup to remove the
remaining 6, and (4) solvent exchange of the organic layer from
dichloromethane back to THF for compatibility with the
downstream debenzoylation conditions. Overall, these solvent
exchanges contributed to an increase in processing time, cost,
and waste. To streamline the workup, it was found that the THF-
rich filtrate (after glycosylation and filtration) could be washed
directly with a mixture of dilute HCl and brine to efficiently
remove residual 6, obviating the need for solvent exchanges.
With the workup addressed, the hydrolysis reaction

conditions were modified to allow for the complete hydrolysis
of 7. Simply increasing the reaction temperature from 0 to 50 °C
led to full conversion to 12, but product decomposition was also
observed. After additional screening, methanol was identified as
a beneficial cosolvent, improving the reaction rate while allowing
for the reaction to be performed at a lower temperature (22 °C).
Upon reaction completion, the mixture was acidified with
aqueous HCl, with 12 partitioning into the aqueous layer due to
its high solubility in water at low pH. This operation enabled the
rejection of many process impurities in the organic layer,
including the stoichiometric byproduct benzoic acid. With these
conditions, however, precipitation of sodium chloride was
observed during the workup due to the presence of methanol in
the aqueous layer. A change in the base from sodium hydroxide
to lithium hydroxide in the hydrolysis step improved the workup
as lithium chloride is more soluble in methanol-rich water;
gratifyingly, this change provided an increase in the reaction rate
as well. After workup, 12 could be crystallized from the aqueous
layer by first neutralizing to pH 6−8 and then removing residual
methanol by distillation. The new route provided 12 in 61%
isolated yield from 4 on kilogram scale (compared to 59%
isolated yield of 8 from 4 in the initial route). While the PMI for
this three-step telescoped process was increased by 27% relative
to the original route, this increase is primarily due to an
increased use of water; the solvent contribution to the PMI is
reduced by 15%. In addition, the simplification of the workup for
intermediate 7 and the direct crystallization of 12 from the
aqueous medium reduced the processing time of the telescoped
process. The glycosylation step produces 5−6% AN (area
normalized) of the α-anomer impurity, but this impurity is

effectively purged to levels of 0.1−0.4% AN in the crystallization
of 12. Based on X-ray crystallography data (Figure 1), a

significant hydrogen bonding network exists between molecules
of 12 in the solid state, including H-bonds between the 3′-OH
and a neighboringN3 and between the 5′-OH and a neighboring
6-NH2. This high degree of intermolecular bonding interactions
provides a possible explanation for the high crystallinity of 12 as
well as the effective purge of the α-anomer impurity, which is
unable to participate in this H-bonding network to the same
extent.

Alternative Route to 12 from Adenosine. Although the
modifications to the glycosylation sequence enabled a robust
synthesis of 12, an alternative route was investigated (Scheme 5)
to eliminate the time-consuming glycosylation sequence and
reduce the number of chemical steps (including the steps
required to prepare starting material 4). This alternative route
would make use of adenosine (15), a relatively inexpensive
starting material, but the challenges of selective protection of the
3′-OH and 5′-OH and subsequent fluorination of the 2′ position
would need to be addressed.
At the outset, the protection of the 3′ and 5′ hydroxy groups as

the corresponding benzoyl esters was explored to eventually
intercept intermediate 12. This could be accomplished via
selective deprotection of tri-O-benzoyladenosine (16)11 or a
selective di-acylation of adenosine.12 Whereas 16 was easily
prepared (benzoic anhydride, triethylamine, 4-dimethylamino-
pyridine (DMAP), and acetonitrile at 50 °C), the selective
mono-deprotection to 17 was considerably more challenging.
Reagents such as hydrazine and hydroxylamine were evaluated,
but low conversion was generally observed. Under these
conditions, attempts to push the conversion led to indiscrimi-
nate deprotection.
On the other hand, the direct di-acylation of adenosine

showed more promise (Table 2). Despite the fact that initial
screens indicated a tendency toward the formation of the
unwanted di-benzoyl isomer 21, this route was pursued with
confidence that 21 could be converted to 17 via acid- or base-
mediated isomerization.12 Overacylation was initially observed
even at low temperature (−5 °C); this could be reduced by
charging an initial 0.8 equiv of benzoyl chloride followed by
additional reagent charges as needed, although incomplete

Table 1. Impact of the Solvent on the Glycosylation of 5a

entry solvent ratio (β/α)

1 THF 95.2:4.8
2 THF/NMP (73:1) 94.0:6.0
3 THF/NMP (23:1) 93.8:6.2
4 THF/NMP (14:1) 92.6:7.4
5 THF/NMP (7:1) 91.6:8.4

aReagents and conditions: (a) THF, NMP (solvent ratio indicated in
the table), 68 °C.

Figure 1. Three-dimensional hydrogen bond network for 12 (single-
crystal X-ray structure).
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conversion of the monobenzoylated intermediate 20 was
observed in this case (entry 1). With portion-wise addition,
the solvent charge could be reduced with minimal impact to the
reaction profile (entry 2), and the reaction could be warmed to
10 °C as well (entry 3). To increase the reaction conversion,
additional benzoyl chloride could be charged (entry 4), although
this primarily decreased 20 while increasing the tri-benzoylated
impurity 16. Further improvement was gained by slowly
charging 1.6 equiv of benzoyl chloride over 2 h and then
charging an additional 0.4 equiv as needed (entry 5), reducing
the total quantity of benzoyl chloride required. With these
improvements, di-benzoylated isomers 17 and 21 were formed
in a combined 60−65% AN (entry 6) favoring regioisomer 21.13

As expected, partial isomerization of 21 to 17 via benzoate

migration was observed following acidic and basic aqueous
washes (Table 3, entries 1 and 2). An additional benefit of
washing with acidic solutions is that a significant portion of the
monobenzoylated impurity 20 can be purged into the aqueous
layer. As potential crystallization conditions were evaluated, it
was found that 17 could be crystallized from acetonitrile while
rejecting isomer 21. This discovery, combined with the observed
propensity for isomerization in the presence of acid or base, led
to the development of a reactive crystallization. After a solvent
exchange to acetonitrile, DMAP was added to facilitate
isomerization propelled by crystallization of 17 (entries 3 and
4). A purge of the tri-benzoylated impurity 16 was also observed
in this crystallization, which provided 17 in 52% yield and >98%
AN purity.

Scheme 5. Strategy for the Alternative Synthesis of 12

Table 2. Screening Results for the Direct Bis-Acylation of Adenosine

mono-Bz di-Bz tri-Bz

entry pyridine (vol) DMF (vol) BzCl (equiv) temp. (°C) 20 (% AN) 21 (% AN) 17 (% AN) 16 (% AN)

1 40 25 2.8a −5 24 54 8 10
2 15 10 2.8a −5 28 48 8 11
3 15 10 2.8a 10 29 49 9 9
4 15 10 3.0a 10 16 53 9 17
5 15 10 2.0b 10 13 58 7 18
6 10 5 2.0b 10 14 55 6 21

aAn initial 0.8 equiv of benzoyl chloride was charged, followed by charges of 0.2 equiv. bAn initial 1.6 equiv of benzoyl chloride was charged over 2
h.

Table 3. Purity of 17 through the Stages of the Benzoylation Process

entry operation 20 (% AN) 21 (% AN) 17 (% AN) 16 (% AN)

1 end of reaction 13 56 6 21
2 after workup 3 43 26 23
3 liquors 6 6 20 55
4 isolated solids 1 0.3 98 0.6
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With access to 17, the 2′-OH was readily activated as the
imidazole-1-sulfonate ester14 (22, Scheme 6). Direct fluorina-

tion of 22 with Et3N·3HF, however, was complicated with a low
yield and the formation of an unexpected migration product
(23), so alternative approaches were investigated. It was
hypothesized that modulation of the electron density in the
adenine moiety might suppress its migratory tendency. To test
this hypothesis, the N6 nitrogen was acylated with benzoyl
chloride, giving 24 (along with a bis-benzoylated impurity at the
N6 position; not shown) in 89% isolated yield (Scheme 7).

Subjecting 24 to the fluorination reaction provided 7 in 60%
yield with no trace of any migration byproducts, albeit with a
small amount of the corresponding 2-chloro analogue (the
protected precursor of this impurity is formed during the
synthesis of 24); this impurity, however, could be suppressed by
conducting the benzoylation at low temperature. Intermediate 7
was then telescoped into the hydrolysis step using the conditions
from the route described above to access 12, with a three-step
yield of 46% from 22 (24 can be crystallized prior to the
fluorination reaction, if required). Overall, 12 was obtained in
23% yield (five steps, three to four isolations) from adenosine
(15) with a purity of >98% AN on several hundred grams scale.
Further development of this route will focus on reducing the
PMI and the use of chlorinated solvents to lessen the
environmental impact of the processes.

Revised Protecting Group Strategy for the Final Steps.
With two independent routes to 12 in hand, the development of
the downstream processes was addressed. To selectively protect
the 3′-OH group, an approach via a diester intermediate was
evaluated. From this vantage, enzyme-mediated ester hydrolysis
could provide an environmentally friendly route to the desired
3′-ester, particularly as high site-selectivity has been demon-
strated in the case of nucleoside diesters.15 While the use of a
benzoyl protecting group would have been ideal as it would
allow for the direct use of 7 without the need for hydrolysis and
re-protection, initial screening revealed low productivity for this
substrate. For the purposes of screening, 8 was acetylated, and
the corresponding product 25 was screened across a panel of
enzymes (Table 4). Consistent with the known selectivity of
these enzymes for nucleoside diester substrates, lipase A from
Candida antarctica and Amano lipase from Burkholderia cepacia
primarily formed the regioisomer 27 (entries 1 and 2), while
lipase B from C. antarctica exhibited a preference for the
formation of 26, albeit with significant overhydrolysis (entry 4).
Switching to an immobilized lipase improved the conversion to
26 (entry 6), with Lipolase 100T (entry 7) and NS 99013 (entry
8) giving high conversion and selectivity. The drawback to this
approach, however, is that 26 was found to be poorly soluble in
most organic solvents. This finding was particularly problematic
as the best results for the hydrolysis were achieved using
immobilized enzymes and removal of the enzyme after reaction
completion via filtration was desired. Fortunately, an improve-
ment in product solubility could be achieved via the replacement
of the acetate protecting groups with longer-chain esters. This

Scheme 6. Fluorination from 17a

aReagents and conditions: (a) (1) SO2Cl2, pyridine, MeTHF, DMF,
−10 °C; then, (2) imidazole, MeTHF, −10 to 0 °C, 94%; (b) Et3N·
3HF, Cy2NMe, THF, 60 °C, 30−40%, 5:1 (19:23).

Scheme 7. Revised Fluorination Sequence to 12a

aReagents and conditions: (a) BzCl, NMI, CH2Cl2, 0−10 °C, 89%;
(b) Et3N·3HF, Cy2NMe, EtOAc, PhMe, 60 °C; and (c) LiOH,
MeOH, H2O, 20 °C, 52% from 24.

Table 4. Enzyme Screening with Substrate 25a

entry enzyme 25 (% AN) 26 (% AN) 27 (% AN) 8 (% AN)

1 lipase A, Candida antarctica 6.1 0 82.8 10.8
2 Amano lipase, Burkholderia cepacia, PS 9.4 0.2 83.9 6.5
3 cholesterol esterase, Pseudomonas fluorescens 13.8 0 80.9 1.7
4 lipase B, Candida antarctica 26.4 16.1 0.3 55.7
5 lipase, Thermomyces lanuginosus, solution 72.6 24.3 0.8 0.4
6 lipase, Thermomyces lanuginosus, Immobead 0 54.2 0.2 45.6
7 Lipolase 100Tb 4.3 93.0 0 2.4
8 NS 99013b 1.4 96.8 0 1.8

aReagents and conditions: (a) enzyme, dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO), 0.1 M aqueous sodium phosphate buffer (pH 6.8), ambient temperature, 20 h.
bReceived from Novozymes A/S.
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change in protecting groups had minimal to no impact on the
conversion and site-selectivity in the hydrolysis reaction, and
ultimately the hexanoate protecting group was selected for
further development based on the ready availability of hexanoic
anhydride.
With a suitable protecting group selected, reaction conditions

were developed to carry out the esterification of 12 and
enzymatic hydrolysis of the primary ester as a telescoped
sequence (Scheme 8). Intermediate 12 has an additional
reactive functional group with the 6-NH2 moiety as compared
to 8; fortunately, this could be protected concomitantly with the
3′-OH and 5′-OH groups, using hexanoic anhydride (3.6 equiv)
and the combination of pyridine as base and acetonitrile as
solvent. The selection of pyridine as a base for the reaction was
crucial, as use of common alkyl amine bases such as
triethylamine led to bis-acylation of the amine.
After aqueous workup, intermediate 28 was subjected to the

enzymatic hydrolysis reaction without further purification.
During early development, 2-MeTHF was used to facilitate
the aqueous workup of 28, and combining the 2-MeTHF stream
with 0.1 M aqueous sodium phosphate buffer (pH 7)16 and
Lipolase 100T (10 wt %) enabled productive conversion to 29
with high site-selectivity (the isomer resulting from hydrolysis at
the 3′-position was not detected). The reaction, however,
required >40 h to achieve >90% conversion. An evaluation of the
initial pH of the reaction (from 6 to 8) revealed an important
dependence of the reaction rate on the pH, with lower pH
providing a boost to the rate (>90% conversion after 17 h at pH
6). Upon scale-up, however, the reaction conversion ranged
from 85 to 95% across trials. To reduce this variability, several
alternative organic solvents were tested (Figure 2). From this
study, DMSO, tert-butyl methyl ether (MTBE), and methyl
isobutyl ketone (MIBK) were identified as potential solvents
based on the rate of conversion in these cases. DMSO was not

pursued further as its miscibility with water would complicate
the workup; likewise, MTBE was not evaluated as 29 was found
to have low solubility and would precipitate during the reaction,
so MIBK was selected for further development. Optimization
studies demonstrated that the reaction with MIBK was less
sensitive to the initial pH across the range of 6−8. Using the
preferred reaction conditions, the solution of 28 in MIBK was
combined with 0.1 M aqueous sodium phosphate buffer (pH 7),
and then the entire mixture was adjusted to a pH of 7.5 prior to
enzyme charging. This protocol allowed for the pH to drift
during the reaction (hexanoic acid is produced as a
stoichiometric byproduct) while remaining within the desired
range. The loading of the enzyme could be reduced to as low as 1
wt %, providing >95% conversion with overnight aging, but a 5
wt % loading was preferred to ensure the robustness of the
process. The amount of solvent was also found to influence the
reaction conversion, with increased conversion observed at a
higher dilution. This trend is likely due to the reaction being an
equilibrium between 28 and 29/hexanoic acid; the hypothesis
was supported by the observation that ca. 2% 28 was formed
when 29 and hexanoic acid were combined under the reaction
conditions. Using 8 mL/g MIBK and 16 mL/g pH 7 buffer
consistently provided 95−98% conversion to 29. After removing
the enzyme via filtration and performing an aqueous workup, 29
was crystallized from MIBK and heptane; gratifyingly, this
crystallization efficiently purges the unreacted starting material,
providing 29 in >98%AN purity. As observed with 12, hydrogen
bonding plays an important role in the crystal lattice of 29
(Figure 3), which may explain the excellent purge of 28 in
addition to other process impurities. Overall, 29was obtained in
80% isolated yield on kilogram scale with a 56% PMI reduction
(relative to the synthesis of 10 from 8 in the initial route).
Safe and scalable oxidation conditions were developed for the

conversion of silyl ether 10 to intermediate 11 (see the

Scheme 8. Synthesis of 29 from 12 via Enzyme-Mediated Hydrolysisa

aReagents and conditions: (a) hexanoic anhydride, pyridine, MeCN, 70 °C; (b) Lipolase 100T, MIBK, 0.1 M aqueous sodium phosphate buffer
(pH 7), 35 °C, 80% from 12.

Figure 2. Solvent screen for the hydrolysis of 28 to 29. Lipolase 100T (20 wt %), organic solvent (10 mL/g), 0.1 M aqueous sodium phosphate buffer
(20 mL/g), 35 °C; note: charges are based on the input of 12.
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Supporting Information for reaction calorimetry data), and
these conditions were expected to be suitable for the conversion
of ester 29 to intermediate 30; verification was conducted in the
laboratory on 65 g scale (Scheme 9). In the oxidation step, the
improved solubility of 29 enabled substantial improvement in
the reaction throughput via a reduction in solvent usage (60%
reduction in acetonitrile, 40% reduction in water). Moreover,
the enhanced stability of intermediate 30 allowed for a
straightforward aqueous workup. As further scale-up is
warranted, additional reaction calorimetry studies will be
performed to verify the safety of this revised process.
Intermediate 30 is not isolated and is instead carried forward
in a telescoped fashion. In the deprotection step, the 3′-ester was
found to rapidly undergo solvolysis, followed by cleavage of the
hexanamide within 1 h (18−24 h were required for the cleavage
of the N6-benzamide in the initial route). With these process
improvements, 1 was obtained in 96% isolated yield
(comparable to the initial route) and with a 37% reduction in
PMI for the two-step telescoped process.

■ CONCLUSIONS
In summary, two routes to intermediate 12 were developed and
demonstrated on 500 g (or greater) scale, providing
manufacturing and supply chain flexibility while reducing the
environmental impact of the processes. From 12, the develop-
ment of a scalable enzyme-mediated ester hydrolysis enabled a
more robust synthesis of 1. Using the route starting from 4
(Scheme 10), the process improvements increased the yield of 1
by 15% (from 41 to 47%) while reducing the overall PMI by 32%
(Figure 4). Organic solvent usage was dramatically reduced
(59%), which was partially off-set by a marginal increase in water

usage (18%). The increased yield, reduced PMI, and enhance-
ments in operational ease are hallmarks of the new process.

■ EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
General Information. All reagents were commercially

available and used as received. Liquid chromatography (LC)
analyses were performed on a Waters Acquity H-Class UPLC
system equipped with a photodiode array detector or a Waters
Alliance e2695 HPLC system equipped with a photodiode array
detector. Purities are reported on an area normalized basis (%
AN) as determined by UV detection at the indicated
wavelength. NMR analyses were performed on a Bruker 400
MHz AVANCE spectrometer equipped with a 5 mm BBO
broadband probe. Chemical shifts for 1H and 13C spectra are
reported in ppm relative to tetramethylsilane and were
referenced to the solvent residual signal from the deuterated
NMR solvent.

LC Methods. Method A (UPLC)Acquity HSS T3, 1.8
μm, 2.1mm× 150mm; 98−10% gradient of 0.1% trifluoroacetic
acid (TFA) in water and 0.1% TFA in acetonitrile; flow rate of
0.4 mL/min; column temperature of 30 °C; acquisition time of
24 min; and UV detection at 260 nm.
Method B (HPLC)Agilent Poroshell 120 EC-C18, 2.7 μm,

4.6 mm × 100 mm; 90−10% gradient of 0.025% TFA in water,
and 0.025% TFA in acetonitrile; flow rate of 1.0 mL/min;
column temperature of 25 °C; acquisition time of 14 min; and
UV detection at 200 nm.
Method C (UPLC)Acquity HSS T3, 1.8 μm, 2.1mm× 100

mm; 70−10% gradient of 0.1% formic acid in water and 0.1%
formic acid in acetonitrile; flow rate of 0.5 mL/min; column
temperature of 30 °C; acquisition time of 13 min; and UV
detection at 260 nm.
Method D (UPLC)Acquity CSH C18, 1.7 μm, 2.1 mm ×

150 mm; 95−5% gradient of 0.1% formic acid in water and 0.1%
formic acid in acetonitrile; flow rate of 0.4 mL/min; column
temperature of 50 °C; acquisition time of 16 min; and UV
detection at 260 nm or 274 nm (as indicated).
Method E (UPLC)Acquity HSS T3, 1.8 μm, 2.1 mm× 100

mm; 70−30% gradient of 0.1% TFA in water and 0.1% TFA in
acetonitrile; flow rate of 0.5 mL/min; column temperature of 30
°C; acquisition time of 27 min; and UV detection at 274 nm.

Preparation of (2R,3R,4S,5R)-5-(6-amino-9H-purin-9-yl)-4-
fluoro-2-(hydroxymethyl)tetrahydrofuran-3-ol (12) from 4.
To a reactor were charged 4 (1.5 kg, 3.2 mol) and
dichloromethane (5.7 L, 3.8 L/kg). The solution was cooled
to 0 °C, and then 33 wt % hydrobromic acid in acetic acid (3.1
kg, 13 mol HBr, 4.0 equiv) was charged while not exceeding an
internal temperature of 3 °C; the charge line was rinsed forward
with dichloromethane (0.23 L, 0.15 L/kg). The reactionmixture
was stirred overnight. Upon reaction completion (determined
by 19F NMR), the reaction mixture was diluted with dichloro-
methane (0.65 L, 0.43 L/kg), and then water (7.5 L, 5.0 L/kg)

Figure 3. Dimers of 29 via hydrogen bonding (single-crystal X-ray
structure).

Scheme 9. Synthesis of 1 from 29a

aReagents and conditions: (a) PhI(OAc)2, TEMPO, Na2HPO4·7H2O, MeCN, H2O, 22 °C; (b) 25 wt % NaOMe in MeOH, MeOH, 22 °C, 96%
from 29.
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was charged while not exceeding an internal temperature of 15
°C. The layers were separated, and then the organic layer was
washed sequentially with water (7.5 L, 5.0 L/kg) and a solution
of sodium carbonate (0.75 kg, 0.50 kg/kg) in water (6.8 L, 4.5 L/
kg) while not exceeding an internal temperature of 15 °C. The
organic layer was diluted with THF (1.5 L, 1.0 L/kg) and then
distilled to a final volume of 3 L (2 L/kg) under vacuum at 35
°C. THF (5.0 L, 3.3 L/kg) was charged, and the resulting
solution was distilled to a final volume of 3 L (2 L/kg) under
vacuum at 35 °C; this operation was repeated one additional
time. The solution was transferred to a separate glass-lined
reactor, precharged with 6 (1.7 kg, 7.1 mol, 2.2 equiv), THF (13
L, 8.7 L/kg), and NMP (0.73 L, 0.49 L/kg); the transfer line was
rinsed forward with THF (11 L, 7.3 L/kg). The resulting slurry
was heated to 68 °C and stirred for 54 h. Upon reaction
completion (determined by 19F NMR), the slurry was cooled to
ambient temperature and filtered, rinsing forward with THF
(1.7 L, 1.1 L/kg), and then the filtrate was returned to the
reactor. A solution of sodium chloride (4.0 kg, 2.7 kg/kg) and
concentrated hydrochloric acid (1.8 kg, 1.2 kg/kg) in water (33
L, 22 L/kg) was prepared, and then the filtrate was washed three
times with the aqueous solutions (the solution was divided into

three equal portions). Methanol (7.6 L, 5.1 L/kg) was charged
to the organic layer and the solution was adjusted to 22 °C. A
solution of lithium hydroxide (0.39 kg, 16 mol, 5.0 equiv) in
water (7.8 L, 5.2 L/kg) was charged, and the resulting solution
was stirred for 21 h. Upon reaction completion (determined by
LC method A), a solution of concentrated hydrochloric acid
(2.0 kg, 1.3 kg/kg) in water (1.7 L, 1.1 L/kg) was charged,
followed by toluene (7.5 L, 5.0 L/kg). The layers were separated,
and the aqueous layer was adjusted to a pH of 6−8 with 25 wt %
aqueous sodium hydroxide (1.1 kg, 0.74 kg/kg). The aqueous
solution was distilled to a final volume of 14 L (9 L/kg) under
vacuum at 50 °C, and a slurry formed during the distillation. The
slurry was stirred for 1 h, cooled to 20 °C over 1 h, stirred
overnight, and then filtered. The wet cake was washed with
water (3.0 L, 2.0 L/kg). The wet cake was dried under vacuum at
50 °C to afford 12 (0.53 kg, 98.7% AN, LCmethod A) as an off-
white solid in 61% yield. 1HNMR (400MHz, DMSO-d6) δ 8.24
(d, J = 2.1 Hz, 1H), 8.16 (s, 1H), 7.34 (s, 2H), 6.41 (dd, J = 14.5,
4.6 Hz, 1H), 5.95 (d, J = 5.0 Hz, 1H), 5.27 (t, J = 4.2 Hz, 0.5H),
5.18−5.07 (m, 1.5H), 4.45 (dtd, J = 18.9, 5.2, 3.8 Hz, 1H), 3.86
(q, J = 4.8 Hz, 1H), and 3.76−3.59 (m, 2H). 13C NMR (101
MHz, DMSO-d6) δ 156.02, 152.80, 149.16, 139.44 (d, J = 4.1

Scheme 10. Revised Route to 1a

aReagents and conditions: (a) 33 wt % HBr in AcOH, CH2Cl2, 0 °C; (b) THF, NMP, 68 °C; (c) LiOH, MeOH, H2O, 22 °C, 61% from 4; (d)
hexanoic anhydride, pyridine, MeCN, 70 °C; (e) Lipolase 100T, MIBK, 0.1 M aqueous sodium phosphate buffer (pH 7), 35 °C, 80% from 12; (f)
PhI(OAc)2, TEMPO, Na2HPO4·7H2O, MeCN, H2O, 22 °C; and (g) 25 wt % NaOMe in MeOH, MeOH, 22 °C, 96% from 29.

Figure 4. PMI comparison between the initial and revised routes from 4 to 1.
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Hz), 118.23, 95.42 (d, J = 192.1Hz), 83.49 (d, J = 5.3 Hz), 81.43
(d, J = 17.0 Hz), 72.70 (d, J = 23.3 Hz), and 60.43. 19F NMR
(376MHz, DMSO-d6) δ−197.65 to−197.92 (m). HRMS (ESI
+) calculated for C10H13FN5O3

+ ([M + H]+) 270.09969, found
270.09882.
Preparation of (2R,3S,4R,5R)-5-(6-amino-9H-purin-9-yl)-2-

((benzoyloxy)methyl)-4-hydroxytetrahydrofuran-3-yl ben-
zoate (17). To a reactor were charged adenosine (0.65 kg, 2.4
mol), pyridine (5.9 L, 9.1 L/kg), and DMF (3.3 L, 5.1 L/kg).
The resulting slurry was cooled to 9 °C, and then a solution of
benzoyl chloride (0.55 kg, 3.9 mol, 1.6 equiv) in pyridine (0.65
L, 1.0 L/kg) was charged over 3 h. The resulting solution was
stirred for 1 h; then, additional benzoyl chloride (0.14 kg, 0.98
mol, 0.40 equiv) was charged over 25 min. The reaction mixture
was stirred for an additional 1 h. Upon reaction completion
(determined by LC method B), the reaction mixture was
distilled to a final volume of 3 L (4 L/kg) under vacuum at 75
°C. The reaction mixture was then cooled to 20 °C and
dichloromethane (11 L, 17 L/kg) was charged. The reaction
mixture was washed with 8 wt % aqueous sodium bicarbonate
(6.5 L, 10 L/kg). The layers were separated, and then the
organic layer was washed three times with 0.5 M aqueous citric
acid (13 L, 20 L/kg; then 2 × 6.5 L, 2 × 10 L/kg). The organic
layer was then washed with 8 wt % aqueous sodium bicarbonate
(6.5 L, 10 L/kg) followed by water (6.5 L, 10 L/kg). The organic
layer was distilled to a final volume of 3 L (4 L/kg) under
vacuum at 40 °C. Acetonitrile (3.3 L, 5.1 L/kg) was charged to
the reaction mixture, and the resulting solution was distilled to a
final volume of 4 L (6 L/kg) under vacuum at 50 °C; this
operation was repeated one additional time. The reaction
mixture was then heated to reflux (85 °C) and stirred for 1 h
giving a slurry. The slurry was cooled to 20 °C, and then DMAP
(0.15 kg, 1.2mol, 0.50 equiv) was charged. The slurry was stirred
for 5 h, and then it was cooled to −5 °C over 1 h, stirred
overnight, and filtered. The wet cake was washed with cold (−5
°C) acetonitrile (1.3 L, 2.0 L/kg). The wet cake was dried under
vacuum at 50 °C to afford 17 (0.60 kg, 97.4% AN, LC method
B) as a white solid in 52% yield. 1H NMR (400 MHz, DMSO-
d6) δ 8.37 (s, 1H), 8.12−8.06 (m, 3H), 8.01 (dd, J = 8.3, 1.4 Hz,
2H), 7.75−7.64 (m, 2H), 7.55 (dt, J = 21.4, 7.8 Hz, 4H), 7.34 (s,
2H), 6.07 (dd, J = 11.0, 6.1 Hz, 2H), 5.75 (dd, J = 5.6, 3.5 Hz,
1H), 5.29 (q, J = 6.0Hz, 1H), and 4.75−4.57 (m, 3H). 13CNMR
(101 MHz, DMSO-d6) δ 165.49, 165.02, 156.14, 152.69,
149.38, 140.09, 133.57, 133.48, 129.53, 129.40, 129.35, 129.29,
128.73, 128.70, 119.32, 87.90, 79.24, 73.19, 70.89, and 63.95.
HRMS (ESI+) calculated for C24H22N5O6

+ ([M + H]+)
476.15646, found 476.15445.
Preparation of (2R,3R,4R,5R)-4-(((1H-imidazol-1-yl)-

sulfonyl)oxy)-5-(6-amino-9H-purin-9-yl)-2-((benzoyloxy)-
methyl)tetrahydrofuran-3-yl benzoate (22).To a reactor were
charged 17 (0.58 kg, 1.2 mol), DMF (0.58 L, 1.0 L/kg), pyridine
(0.48 kg, 6.1 mol, 5.0 equiv), and 2-MeTHF (3.2 L, 5.5 L/kg).
The resulting solution was cooled to −10 °C; then, sulfuryl
chloride (0.25 kg, 1.8 mol, 1.5 equiv) was charged over 1 h. The
reaction mixture was stirred for an additional 3 h, then a solution
of imidazole (0.50 kg, 7.3 mol, 6.0 equiv) in 2-MeTHF (2.6 L,
4.5 L/kg) was charged over 2 h. The solution was warmed to 0
°C and stirred for 14 h. Upon reaction completion (determined
by LC method C), 5 wt % aqueous citric acid (2.9 L, 5.0 L/kg)
was charged over 30min. Themixture was warmed to 22 °C, and
then the layers were separated. The organic layer was washed
with a mixture of water (2.9 L, 5.0 L/kg) and saturated aqueous
sodium chloride (0.29 L, 0.50 L/kg). The layers were separated,

and the organic layer was distilled to a final volume of 2 L (3 L/
kg) under vacuum at 40 °C. 2-MeTHF (5.8 L, 10 L/kg) was
charged, and the solution was filtered through a 6 μm filter,
rinsing forward with 2-MeTHF (1.2 L, 2.1 L/kg). The filtrate
was distilled to a final volume of 5 L (8 L/kg) under vacuum at
40 °C, and then the reaction mixture was adjusted to 30 °C. The
solution was seeded with 22 (0.58 g, 0.001 kg/kg). A slurry
formed which was stirred for 20 min, and then it was cooled to
20 °C over 30 min. Heptane (2.6 L, 4.5 L/kg) was charged over
8 h, and then the slurry was stirred overnight and filtered. The
wet cake was washed with 1:1 2-MeTHF/heptane (2.9 L, 5.0 L/
kg). The wet cake was dried under vacuum at 40 °C to afford 22
(0.70 kg, 95.5% AN, LC method C, 6.3 wt % 2-MeTHF) as a
light yellow solid in 94% yield. 1H NMR (400 MHz, DMSO-d6)
δ 8.23 (s, 1H), 8.12 (s, 1H), 8.07−8.03 (m, 2H), 8.00−7.96 (m,
2H), 7.82 (s, 1H), 7.77−7.71 (m, 1H), 7.71−7.65 (m, 1H), 7.60
(t, J = 7.8 Hz, 2H), 7.53 (t, J = 7.8 Hz, 2H), 7.49 (t, J = 1.6 Hz,
1H), 7.38 (s, 2H), 6.88−6.83 (m, 1H), 6.49 (dt, J = 10.5, 5.1 Hz,
2H), 6.17 (t, J = 5.2Hz, 1H), 4.80−4.68 (m, 2H), and 4.58 (dd, J
= 12.0, 4.2 Hz, 1H). 13C NMR (101 MHz, DMSO-d6) δ 165.34,
164.42, 156.11, 152.62, 148.76, 140.25, 137.30, 134.09, 133.49,
130.99, 129.62, 129.32, 129.24, 128.89, 128.66, 128.29, 119.32,
117.98, 85.18, 80.13, 79.10, 69.71, and 62.91. HRMS (ESI+)
calculated for C27H24N7O8S

+ ([M + H]+) 606.14016, found
606.13784.

Preparation of (2R,3R,4R,5R)-4-(((1H-imidazol-1-yl)-
su l fony l )oxy ) -5 - (6 -benzamido-9H-pur in -9 -y l ) -2 -
((benzoyloxy)methyl)tetrahydrofuran-3-yl benzoate (24). To
a reactor were charged 22 (0.67 kg, 1.1 mol), dichloromethane
(6.7 L, 10 L/kg), and N-methylimidazole (0.41 L, 5.1 mol, 4.6
equiv). The resulting slurry was cooled to 0 °C, and then benzoyl
chloride (0.39 L, 3.3 mol, 3.0 equiv) was charged over 1 h. The
slurry was warmed to 10 °C and stirred for 3 h, becoming a
solution. Upon reaction completion (determined by LCmethod
D at 274 nm), 8 wt % aqueous sodium bicarbonate (6.7 L, 10 L/
kg) was charged over 1 h. Themixture was warmed to 20 °C, and
then the layers were separated. The aqueous layer was filtered
through a pad of diatomaceous earth (0.14 kg, 0.21 kg/kg),
rinsing forward with dichloromethane (0.30 L, 0.45 L/kg) to
recover an additional organic layer. The combined organic layers
were washed with water (6.7 L, 10 L/kg) and the layers were
separated. The aqueous layer was filtered through a pad of
diatomaceous earth (0.14 kg, 0.21 kg/kg), rinsing forward with
dichloromethane (0.30 L, 0.45 L/kg) to recover an additional
organic layer. Sodium sulfate (0.67 kg, 1.0 kg/kg) was charged to
the combined organic layers, and the resulting slurry was stirred
for 30 min. The slurry was filtered, rinsing forward with
dichloromethane (0.70 L, 1.0 L/kg). The filtrate was distilled to
a final volume of 1 L (2 L/kg) under vacuum at 40 °C.
Acetonitrile (3.4 L, 5.1 L/kg) was charged, and the resulting
solution was distilled to a final volume of 1 L (2 L/kg) under
vacuum at 50 °C; this operation was repeated one additional
time. The mixture was cooled to 25 °C, and then water (2.7 L,
4.0 L/kg) was charged over 1 h, giving a slurry. The slurry was
stirred for 2 h and filtered. The wet cake was washed with 1:2
acetonitrile/water (1.3 L, 2.0 L/kg) and then water (1.3 L, 2.0
L/kg). The wet cake was dried under vacuum at 50 °C to afford
24 (0.70 kg, 81.9% AN, LC method D at 274 nm) as a light
yellow solid in 89% yield. 1H NMR (400 MHz, DMSO-d6) δ
11.25 (s, 1H), 8.59 (s, 1H), 8.29 (s, 1H), 8.14 (t, J = 1.1Hz, 1H),
8.10−7.97 (m, 6H), 7.79−7.52 (m, 9H), 7.48 (t, J = 1.5 Hz,
1H), 6.84 (dd, J = 1.8, 0.8 Hz, 1H), 6.66 (d, J = 5.0 Hz, 1H), 6.48
(t, J = 5.4 Hz, 1H), 6.22 (t, J = 5.3 Hz, 1H), 4.87−4.74 (m, 2H),
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and 4.62 (dd, J = 12.2, 4.3 Hz, 1H). 13C NMR (101 MHz,
DMSO-d6) δ 170.30, 165.59, 165.33, 164.41, 151.53, 151.45,
150.66, 143.75, 137.38, 134.13, 133.54, 133.22, 132.51, 131.13,
129.65, 129.30, 129.27, 128.87, 128.73, 128.51, 128.46, 128.27,
125.97, 117.83, 85.29, 80.09, 79.31, 69.74, 62.87, 59.72, 20.73,
and 14.06. HRMS (ESI+) calculated for C34H28N7O9S

+ ([M +
H]+) 710.16637, found 710.16327.
Preparation of (2R,3R,4S,5R)-5-(6-amino-9H-purin-9-yl)-4-

fluoro-2-(hydroxymethyl)tetrahydrofuran-3-ol (12) from 24.
Compound 24 (0.52 kg, 0.73 mol) was divided equally among
four round-bottom flasks (0.13 kg, 0.18mol, each). To each flask
was charged ethyl acetate (1.3 L, 10 L/kg, each), toluene (2.0 L,
15 L/kg, each), dicyclohexylmethylamine (79 mL, 0.37 mol, 2.0
equiv, each), and triethylamine trihydrofluoride (0.15 kg, 0.92
mmol, 5.0 equiv, each). The reaction mixtures were heated to 60
°C and stirred for 26 h each. Upon reaction completion
(determined by LC method D at 260 nm), the mixtures were
cooled to ambient temperature. To each flask, 8 wt % aqueous
sodium bicarbonate (1.3 L, 10 L/kg, each) was charged. The
layers were separated, and the organic layers were combined in a
reactor. The organic layer was washed sequentially with 1 M
aqueous hydrochloric acid (5.2 L, 10 L/kg), 8 wt % aqueous
sodium bicarbonate (5.2 L, 10 L/kg), and water (5.2 L, 10 L/
kg). The organic layer was distilled to a final volume of 0.5 L (1
L/kg) under vacuum at 50 °C. THF (2.6 L, 5.0 L/kg) was
charged, and the solution was distilled to a final volume of 0.5 L
(1 L/kg) under vacuum at 50 °C. THF (2.6 L, 5.0 L/kg) was
charged, and the solution was distilled to a final volume of 2 L (4
L/kg) under vacuum at 50 °C. Themixture was cooled to 20 °C,
and then methanol (1.0 L, 2.0 L/kg) was charged. A solution of
lithium hydroxidemonohydrate (0.054 kg, 1.3 mol, 1.8 equiv) in
water (1.1 kg, 2.1 L/kg) was charged while not exceeding an
internal temperature of 25 °C. The reaction mixture was then
stirred at 20 °C for 16 h. Upon reaction completion (determined
by LCmethod A), 6 M aqueous hydrochloric acid (0.46 kg, 0.88
kg/kg) and toluene (1.0 L, 2.0 L/kg) were charged. The layers
were separated, and the aqueous layer was adjusted to a pH of
6−8 with 5 M aqueous sodium hydroxide (0.30 L, 0.57 L/kg).
The aqueous solution was distilled to a final volume of 2 L (4 L/
kg) under vacuum at 50 °C, and a slurry formed during the
distillation. The slurry was cooled to 20 °C over 1 h, stirred for
an additional 1 h, and then filtered. The wet cake was washed
with water (0.41 L, 0.79 L/kg). The wet cake was dried under
vacuum at 50 °C to afford 12 (0.10 kg, 98.6% AN, LC method
A) as a light tan solid in 52% yield. 1HNMR (400MHz, DMSO-
d6) δ 8.24 (d, J = 2.1 Hz, 1H), 8.16 (s, 1H), 7.34 (s, 2H), 6.41
(dd, J = 14.6, 4.6 Hz, 1H), 5.95 (d, J = 5.1 Hz, 1H), 5.27 (t, J =
4.2 Hz, 0.5H), 5.15−5.09 (m, 1.5H), 4.45 (dtd, J = 18.9, 5.2, 3.8
Hz, 1H), 3.85 (q, J = 4.9 Hz, 1H), and 3.76−3.59 (m, 2H). 13C
NMR (101 MHz, DMSO-d6) δ 156.02, 152.79, 149.16, 139.44
(d, J = 4.0 Hz), 118.23, 95.41 (d, J = 192.0 Hz), 83.48 (d, J = 5.4
Hz), 81.43 (d, J = 17.0 Hz), 72.70 (d, J = 23.2 Hz), and 60.43.
19F NMR (376 MHz, DMSO-d6) δ −197.66 to −197.93 (m).
HRMS (ESI+) calculated for C10H13FN5O3

+ ([M + H]+)
270.09969, found 270.09867.
Preparation of (2R,3R,4S,5R)-4-fluoro-5-(6-hexanamido-

9H-purin-9-yl)-2-(hydroxymethyl)tetrahydrofuran-3-yl hexa-
noate (29). To a reactor were charged 12 (1.3 kg, 4.7 mol),
acetonitrile (3.8 L, 3.0 L/kg), pyridine (1.5 kg, 19 mol, 4.1
equiv), and hexanoic anhydride (3.7 kg, 17 mol, 3.7 equiv). The
resulting slurry was heated to 70 °C and stirred for 21 h, to give a
solution. Upon reaction completion (determined by LCmethod
E), the reaction mixture was cooled to 35 °C, and then MIBK

(10 L, 8.0 L/kg) was charged. The solution was washed three
times with saturated aqueous sodium bicarbonate (7.2 kg, 5.7
kg/kg, each). The organic layer was combined with 0.1 M
aqueous sodium phosphate buffer (pH 7, 20 kg, 16 kg/kg). The
resulting mixture was adjusted to 35 °C and to a pH of 7.5 with
50 wt % aqueous sodium hydroxide (1.7 kg, 1.4 kg/kg). Lipolase
100T (63.0 g, 0.05 kg/kg) was charged, and the reactionmixture
was stirred for 25 h. Upon reaction completion (determined by
LC method E), the reaction mixture was filtered through a pad
of diatomaceous earth (0.64 kg, 0.51 kg/kg), rinsing forward
twice with MIBK (1.3 L, 1.0 L/kg, each). The filtrate was
returned to the reactor, and the layers were separated. The
organic layer was washed sequentially with saturated aqueous
sodium bicarbonate (8.4 kg, 6.7 kg/kg) and 0.1 M aqueous
sodium phosphate buffer (pH 7, 7.5 kg, 6.0 kg/kg). The organic
layer was filtered through a 1.2 μm filter, rinsing forward with
MIBK (0.62 L, 0.50 L/kg). The filtrate was distilled to a final
volume of 5 L (4 L/kg) under vacuum at 50 °C. The solution
was adjusted to 45 °C, and heptane (2.6 L, 2.0 L/kg) was
charged over 1 h. The mixture was seeded with 29 (6.2 g, 0.005
kg/kg), and then additional heptane (7.6 L, 6.0 L/kg) was
charged over 3 h to give a slurry. The slurry was cooled to 20 °C
over 5 h, stirred overnight, and filtered. The wet cake was washed
with 1:4 MIBK/heptane (2.5 L, 2.0 L/kg). The wet cake was
dried under vacuum at 40 °C to afford 29 (1.7 kg, 98.8% AN, LC
method E) as a white solid in 80% yield. 1H NMR (400 MHz,
DMSO-d6) δ 10.72 (s, 1H), 8.68 (s, 1H), 8.59 (d, J = 2.4 Hz,
1H), 6.56 (dd, J = 17.1, 4.1 Hz, 1H), 5.60−5.55 (m, 1H), 5.49
(ddd, J = 24.1, 4.6, 2.6 Hz, 1H), 5.19 (t, J = 5.9 Hz, 1H), 4.11 (q,
J = 4.6 Hz, 1H), 3.71 (ddt, J = 23.6, 11.9, 6.5 Hz, 2H), 2.56 (t, J =
7.4 Hz, 2H), 2.42 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 2H), 1.67−1.52 (m, 4H), 1.37−
1.23 (m, 8H), and 0.93−0.82 (m, 6H). 13C NMR (101 MHz,
DMSO-d6) δ 172.14, 171.59, 151.98, 151.44, 149.73, 142.70 (d,
J = 4.8 Hz), 122.96, 93.15 (d, J = 192.3 Hz), 82.08 (d, J = 16.9
Hz), 81.49 (d, J = 3.4 Hz), 74.86 (d, J = 27.5 Hz), 60.37, 36.08,
33.16, 30.78, 30.56, 24.37, 23.87, 21.88, 21.75, 13.83, and 13.77.
19F NMR (376 MHz, DMSO-d6) δ −197.26 to −197.53 (m).
HRMS (ESI+) calculated for C22H33FN5O5

+ ([M + H]+)
466.24602, found 466.24390.

Preparation of (2S,3R,4S,5R)-5-(6-amino-9H-purin-9-yl)-4-
fluoro-3-hydroxytetrahydrofuran-2-carboxylic acid (1). To a
reactor were charged 29 (65 g, 140 mmol), sodium phosphate
dibasic heptahydrate (220 g, 810 mmol, 5.8 equiv), acetonitrile
(330 mL, 5.0 L/kg), and water (330 mL, 5.0 L/kg). To the
resulting slurry, iodobenzene diacetate (120 g, 380 mmol, 2.7
equiv) was charged followed by TEMPO (3.3 g, 21 mmol, 0.15
equiv), resulting in an exotherm from 15 to 29 °C over 10 min
and giving a biphasic solution. The reaction mixture was stirred
at 22 °C for an additional 40 min. Upon reaction completion
(determined by LC method E), a solution of sodium sulfite (13
g, 100 mmol, 0.74 equiv) in water (120 mL, 1.8 L/kg) was
charged over 5 min. The mixture was stirred for 15 min at 22 °C
and then tested for residual oxidant (potassium iodide starch test
paper). 2-MeTHF (260 mL, 4.0 L/kg) was charged and the
layers were separated. The aqueous layer was extracted with 2-
MeTHF (130 mL, 2.0 L/kg). The combined organic layers were
returned to the reactor, rinsing forward with 2-MeTHF (33 mL,
0.51 L/kg), and washed twice with 15 wt % aqueous sodium
chloride solution (330 mL, 5.0 L/kg, each). The organic layer
was distilled to a final volume of 450mL (6 L/kg) under vacuum
at 50 °C. Methanol (420 mL, 6.4 L/kg) was charged and the
resulting solution was distilled to a final volume of 330 mL (5 L/
kg) under vacuum at 55 °C. The solution was cooled to 22 °C,
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and then methanol (81 mL, 1.2 L/kg) and 25 wt % sodium
methoxide in methanol (69 mL, 300 mmol, 2.2 equiv) were
charged. The reaction mixture was stirred at 22 °C for 5 h. Upon
reaction completion (determined by LC method A), a solution
of sodium chloride (16 g, 0.25 kg/kg) in water (310 mL, 4.8 L/
kg) was charged followed by tert-butyl methyl ether (440 mL,
6.8 L/kg). The resulting mixture was heated to 42 °C, and the
pH was adjusted to 3 with 6 M aqueous hydrochloric acid
solution to give a slurry. The slurry was cooled to 20 °C over 1 h,
stirred overnight, and filtered. The wet cake was washed with
MTBE (88 mL, 1.4 L/kg), twice with water (65 mL, 1.0 L/kg,
each), and finally with THF (74 mL, 1.1 L/kg). The wet cake
was dried under vacuum at 50 °C to afford 1 (38 g, 99.4% AN,
LC method A) as a white solid in 96% yield. 1H NMR (400
MHz, DMSO-d6) δ 13.83 (br, exchangeable), 8.34 (d, J = 2.6
Hz, 1H), 8.18 (s, 1H), 7.44 (br, 2H), 6.58 (dd, J = 23.7, 2.9 Hz,
1H), 6.48 (br, 1H), 5.12 (ddd, J = 50.3, 3.0, 1.5 Hz, 1H), 4.71−
4.65 (m, 1H), 4.61 (d, J = 1.2 Hz, 1H). 13C NMR (101 MHz,
DMSO-d6) δ 170.90, 156.11, 152.60, 148.72, 139.90 (d, J = 4.4
Hz), 118.27, 93.01 (d, J = 189.6 Hz), 84.97 (d, J = 15.3 Hz),
83.01, and 76.62 (d, J = 26.0 Hz). 19F NMR (376MHz, DMSO-
d6) δ −197.61 (dddd, J = 50.3, 23.6, 10.1, 2.7 Hz). HRMS (ESI
+) calculated for C10H11FN5O4

+ ([M + H]+) 284.07896, found
284.07815.
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