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Abstract—Stereoselective construction of aldol adducts having tertiary alcohol at the � position was achieved via a titanium(IV)
enolate derived from a lactate derivative with an Evans chiral auxiliary. The stereochemistry at �-tertiary alcohol could be
controlled by selecting the protective group of the starting lactate. © 2001 Elsevier Science Ltd. All rights reserved.

The azaphilone skeleton 1 is seen in many biologically
active natural products such as mitorubinic acid1 and
diazaphilonic acid.2 Although the azaphilone family
exhibits significant biological activities, only a few syn-
thetic studies which start from aromatic compounds
have been reported and there is no precedent for asym-
metric synthesis.3 One of characteristic features seen in
the azaphilone skeleton is a tertiary alcohol surrounded
by two carbonyls. Coupled with our continuing interest
in chiral quaternary carbons,4 we embarked on an

enantioselective construction of a chiral tertiary alcohol
toward the azaphilone skeleton. We first examined the
aldol-type reaction of lactic acid-derived chiral enolate
with an aldehyde, and we observed some interesting
findings.

Although our strategy (Scheme 1, eq. 1) is very simple,
the aldol reaction of lactate derivatives having an Evans
chiral auxiliary was not known. Actually, a stereoselec-
tive aldol addition of 3 under conventional conditions

Scheme 1.
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was found difficult. For example, the Evans aldol
reaction5 did not work for 5 (eq. 2) and a lithium
enolate derived from 5 gave an almost 1:1 mixture of
two isomers as cyclic carbamates 6 (eq. 3). Therefore,
we examined the addition of Lewis acid to the lithium
enolate (Table 1). Most of the Lewis acids exerted no
influence on the stereoselectivity, but TiCl(Oi-Pr)3

6

changed the diastereo ratio significantly (entry 8). Fur-
ther, addition of 3.3 equivalents of TiCl(Oi-Pr)3

6

improved the diastereoselectivity (20:1) affording anti-
adduct 6a7 in good yield (entry 9).

The relative stereochemistry of 6a was determined by
the NOE spectrum of 7, which was derived from 6a in
five steps,9 and the absolute stereochemistry was estab-
lished as shown by optical rotation of 8,8 which was
derived from 6a in seven steps.10 The stereochemistry of
the other adduct was proven to be 6b by conversion of
both stereoisomers into the �-ketoester 9, which show
the same sign of optical rotation (Scheme 2).11

Similar results (yield and stereoselectivity) were ob-

tained when D-lactate derived 10 and a mixture (5 and
10/1:1) were reacted with crotonaldehyde under the
same conditions (Scheme 3). Accordingly, the present
aldol reaction is independent of the stereochemistry of
the starting lactate, and it seems that the same enolate
was generated stereoselectively from 5 and 10.
Although the lithium enolate derived from 5 gave the
corresponding silyl enol ether as a single isomer, the
determination of the stereochemistry of the resulting
silyl ether was difficult by 1H NMR analysis because
the signals of the silyl ether lay one upon another (eq.
4). On the other hand, clean NOE was observed with
silyl enol ether 13 obtained stereoselectively by treat-
ment of 12 with LDA and TESCl. In analogy to 13, we
tentatively assume the stereochemistry of 11 as E-11
(eq. 5).

We next examined TBS-ether 14 as a substrate. In this
case, no oxazolidone-opening products were detected
and syn-adduct 1512 was obtained in good yield with
7:1 selectivity (Scheme 4). The relative stereochemistry

Table 1. The effect of Lewis acid

Entry Lewis acid Temperature (°C) Yield (%) a:b

1:11 69– −78
2 1:141−78 to 0n-Bu2BOTf

SnCl2 −783 9 –
4 –TiCl4 −78 No reaction

1:1Et2AlCl −78 335
1:1n-Bu3SnCl −78 576

–13a−78 to −407 Ti(Oi-Pr)4

Ti(Oi-Pr)3Cl 8:1−78 to −408 52
20:1Ti(Oi-Pr)3Cl (3.3 equiv.) 639 −78 to −40

a 1,4-Adducts were obtained as major products (70%).

Scheme 2.
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Scheme 3.

Scheme 4.

of 15 was determined by the NOE spectrum of 16,
which was derived from 15 in five steps,13 and the
absolute stereochemistry was determined by optical
rotation of 17,14 which was derived from 15 in six
steps.15 Thus, the aldol adduct 15 has the opposite
stereochemistry of a tertiary alcohol and the same
stereochemistry as a secondary alcohol as compared to
6a.

In conclusion, we have found a stereoselective aldol
reaction with a lactic acid-derived chiral enolate. It
should be noted that the stereochemistry of the quater-
nary chiral center (tertiary alcohol) could be controlled
by proper choice of the protecting group of the starting
lactate. Work on the scope and limitation, as well as a
precise mechanism of the reaction is now in progress.
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