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Abstract—This paper described synthesis of 2’,5'-oligoadenylate (2-5A) analogs containing the purine acyclonucleoside, 9-
[(2'S,3'R)-2",3’ 4’-trihydroxybutyl]ladenine (2). The ability of the analogs to activate recombinant human RNase L was evaluated
using 5'-32P-r(C11U2C7)-3’ as a substrate. The ECs value (the concentration of the 2-5A required to cleave half of the RNA) of
the parent 2-5A tetramer 13 was 1.0nM, whereas those of the analog 14 incorporating 2 at the second position from the 5’-end
and the analog 15 incorporating 2 at the third position from the 5’-end were 9.0 and 1.7nM, respectively. The analogs 14 and
15 were only 9- and 1.7-fold less potent than the parent 2-5A 13 itself, in RNase L activation ability. Furthermore, the oligodeoxy-
nucleotide containing 2 was more resistant to nucleolytic hydrolysis by snake venom phosphodiesterase (a 3’-exonuclease) than the
unmodified oligodeoxynucleotide. Thus, incorporation of an acyclonucleoside into 2-5A may be useful for developing an antiviral

agent based on the 2-5A system.
© 2004 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

Interferons mediate diverse and important cellular re-
sponses such as the induction of an antiviral state, pro-
liferation, and various immunological processes.!> One
extensively characterized mechanism of interferon ac-
tion is the 2-5A system.'? Oligoadenylates that linked
2'-5" (2-5A) are formed from ATP by 2-5A synthetase
in response to interferon and double-stranded RNA.
These 2—-5As bind to and allosterically activate a latent
endoribonuclease (RNase L). The activated RNase L
cleaves viral and cellular RNAs on the 3’-sides of UpNp
sequences.* The RNA degradation results in inhibition
of protein synthesis and thereby inhibition of viral rep-
lication. Another member in the 2-5A system is the
2’-5" phosphodiesterase that rapidly degrades the 2—
S5As.

During the past two decades, various 2-5A analogs have
been synthesized to study the biological function of 2—
5A and its structure—activity relationship and to explore
the potential for deriving an antiviral agent based on the
2-5A system.? On the other hand, various acyclonucleo-
sides in which the carbohydrate moieties are acyclic
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chains mimicking the sugar portion of naturally occur-
ring nucleosides have also been synthesized to evaluate
their antiviral activities.®® It is expected that incorpora-
tion of acyclonucleosides into 2-5As instead of adeno-
sine (1) (Fig. 1) would enhance their stability against
nucleolytic degradation by nucleases found inside cells.
However, the biological property of a 2-5A analog
incorporating an acyclonucleoside has not been re-
ported.’ In this paper, we wish to report the synthesis
of the 2-5A analogs containing the purine acyclonucleo-
side, 9-[(2'S,3'R)-2',3’ 4'-trihydroxybutyl]adenine (2),
and their ability to activate recombinant human RNase
L. The resistance of the oligodeoxynucleotide containing
2 to nucleolytic hydrolysis by snake venom phosphodi-
esterase was also examined.
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Figure 1. Structures of nucleosides.
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9-[(2'S,3'R)-4'-Hydroxy-2’,3’-isopropylidenedioxybu-
tyl] adenine (4), which was prepared by the reported
method,'®!! was treated with TMSCI in pyridine and
then reacted with benzoyl chloride (BzCl) to produce
the N°-Bz derivative 5 (Scheme 1). Treatment of 5 with
80% CH;CO,H afforded the triol 6 in 44% yield from 4.
The primary hydroxyl group of 6 was protected with a
4,4’-dimethoxytrityl (DMTr) group to give 7 in 94%
yield. O-DMTr derivative 7 was treated with tert-but-
yldimethylsilyl chloride (TBDMSCI) to afford 2’-O-
TBDMS and 3’-O-TBDMS derivatives, 8!% and 9,'3 in
7% and 35% yields, respectively. 3’-O-TBDMS deriva-
tive 9 was phosphitylated by a standard procedure to
give the corresponding phosphoramidite 10'* in 65%
yield.

Y. Ueno et al. | Bioorg. Med. Chem. Lett. 14 (2004) 4431-4434

The 2-5A analogs 14 and 15 were synthesized using the
phosphoramidites 10, 11, and 12!> with a DNA/RNA
synthesizer (Fig. 2). The analog 14 has 2 at the second
position from the 5’-end, whereas the analog 15 has 2
at the third position from the 5’-end. To examine the
resistance of the oligodeoxynucleotide containing 2 to
nucleolytic hydrolysis by snake venom phosphodiest-
erase, 5'-d(A,G>A32GAG,A3GA)-3’ (16)'® was also
synthesized. The fully protected 2-5As (1pmol each)
linked to the solid support were treated with concen-
trated NH4,OH/EtOH (3:1, v/v) at 55°C for 12h and
then 1M TBAF/THF at room temperature for 12h.
The released 2-5As were purified by reversed phase
HPLC to give deprotected 2-5As 14 and 15 in 1.8 and
2.4 ODy¢ units, respectively. These 2-5As were ana-
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Scheme 1. (a) (1) TMSCI, pyridine, rt; (2) BzCl, pyridine, rt; (b) 80% CH3CO,H, 60°C, 44% from 4; (c) DMTrCl, pyridine, rt, 94%; (d) TBDMSCI,
imidazole, DMF, rt, 7% (8), 35% (9); (e) 2-cyanoethyl N,N-diisopropylchlorophosphoramidite, N,N-diisopropylethylamine, THF, rt, 65%.
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Figure 2. Structures of 2-5As.
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lyzed by matrix-assisted laser desorption/ionization
time-of-flight mass spectrometry (MALDI-TOF/MS),
and the observed molecular weights supported their
structures.'8

The ability of 2-5A analogs 14 and 15 to activate RNase
L was estimated by monitoring the cleavage of a syn-
thetic RNA by the activated RNase L. In this study,
5-r(C1;U,C5)-3’ was used as a substrate. Carroll et al.
reported that initial cleavage of RNA by RNase L
occurs on the 3’-side of r(C;;U,) to yield r(C;;UpUp),
and second cleavage occurs on the 3’-side of r(Cy;U)
to give r(C;;Up) with a higher enzyme concentration
or longer incubation time.* The abilities of 2-5A analogs
14 and 15 to activate the enzyme were represented in
terms of the concentrations of the analogs required to
cleave half of the RNA (ECsp). Recombinant human
RNase L was expressed in E. coli and purified according
to the reported procedure.!® The RNA labeled at the 5'-
end with **P was incubated with the enzyme (60nM)
that had been pre-incubated with the 2-5A analogs 14
and 15.2° The reactions were analyzed by polyacryla-
mide gel electrophoresis under denaturing conditions
(Fig. 3a). The densities of radioactive bands on the gel
were determined with a bio-imaging analyzer (Fig. 3b).
The ECsq value of the 2-5A tetramer 13 was 1.0nM,
whereas those of the analogs 14 and 15 were 9.0 and
1.7nM, respectively. Although the abilities of 14 and
15 to activate RNase L were weaker than that of the
parent 2-5A 13, the ECs, values of 14 and 15 were only
9- and 1.7-fold higher than that of 13, respectively.

We next examined the stability of the oligodeoxynu-
cleotide 16 containing 2 to nucleolytic hydrolysis by
snake venom phosphodiesterase (a 3’-exonuclease).
The oligodeoxynucleotide 16 labeled at the 5’-end with
2P was incubated with the enzyme, and the reac-
tions were analyzed by polyacrylamide gel electropho-
resis under denaturing conditions (Fig. 4). The control
oligodeoxynucleotide, 5-d(A>G,A4GAG,LA3GA)-3,
was hydrolyzed randomly by the enzyme after 60 min
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Figure 4. Polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis of 5'->*P-labeled oligode-
oxynucleotides hydrolyzed by snake venom phosphodiesterase: (lanes
1-6) 5/->2P-d(A,G>AsGAG>A;GA)-3'; (lanes 7-12) 5'-2P-d(A,G,A2-
GAG,A;GA)-3'. The oligodeoxynucleotides were incubated with
snake venom phosphodiesterase for Omin (lanes 1 and 7), Smin (lanes
2 and 8), 10min (lanes 3 and 9), 20 min (lanes 4 and 10), 30min (lanes 5
and 11), and 60min (lanes 6 and 12).

of incubation. In contrast, it turned out that the phos-
phodiester linkage at the 3’-side of dG at the 3’-side of
the analog 2 was highly resistant to the enzyme.

In conclusion, we have demonstrated the synthesis of
the 2-5A analogs containing the purine acyclonucleo-
side, 9-[(2'S,3'R)-2',3’,4'-trihydroxybutyl]adenine (2).
The abilities of the analogs to activate recombinant
human RNase L were evaluated using 5/-32P—r(C11U2C7)—
3’ as a substrate. It was found that the analog 14 con-
taining 2 at the second position from the 5-end and
the analog 15 containing 2 at the third position
from the 5-end were only 9- and 1.7-fold less potent
than the parent 2-5A tetramer itself, in RNase L activa-
tion ability. Furthermore, the oligodeoxynucleotide con-
taining 2 was more resistant to nucleolytic hydrolysis by
snake venom phosphodiesterase than the unmodified
oligodeoxynucleotide. Thus, incorporation of an acyclo-
nucleoside into 2-5A may be useful for developing a
novel antiviral agent based on the 2-5A system.
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Figure 3. (a) Polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis of 5'-**P-C,;U,C5-3' hydrolyzed by recombinant human RNase L activated with 2-5A 13 (lanes
1-5), 2-5A analog 14 (lanes 6-10), or 2-5A analog 15 (lanes 11-15). Concentrations of 2-5As: 0nM (lanes 1, 6, and 11), 1nM (lanes 2, 7, and 12),
5nM (lanes 3, 8, and 13), 10nM (lanes 4, 9, and 14), and 20nM (lanes 5, 10, and 15). Concentration of the RNA substrate: 100nM. Concentration of
recombinant human RNase L: 60nM. (b) The graph represents percent RNA cleavage determined with a bio-imaging analyzer.
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