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Abstract—A convenient synthesis of novel 4-aminomethyl-4,5,6,7-tetrahydro-1,3-benzothiazole arginine side-chain mimetics
designed for incorporation into thrombin inhibitors is reported. © 2001 Elsevier Science Ltd. All rights reserved.

During the last 3 years there has been a growing
interest in heterocyclic arginine mimetics, comprising
heterocyclic amines and aza-heterocycles as synthons
for the preparation of trypsin-like serine protease
inhibitors.1 The reduced basicity of these heterocyclic
compounds and the rigidity of the heterocyclic ring as
compared to the guanidinoalkyl side-chain of arginine
contribute to the increased bioavailability and selectiv-
ity of thrombin inhibitors containing heterocyclic
arginine mimetics.2–4 These peptidomimetic building
blocks generally possess an amino group by which they
are coupled to the rest of the inhibitor molecule by an
amide bond. It has been demonstrated several times
that a methylene linker between the heterocycle and the
amino group, allowing substantial conformational free-
dom of the heterocycle, is crucial for the design of
potent thrombin inhibitors.5–7

Recently, we have reported a general synthetic
approach to the aminomethyl substituted heterobicyclic
arginine side-chain mimetic 1, which, through a syn-
thetic strategy based on N-[(4-oxocyclohexyl)-
methyl]acetamide as the key intermediate, provided
compounds bearing an aminomethyl group at the
meta/para position relative to the ring junction, in-
cluding 5-aminomethyl-4,5,6,7-tetrahydroisoindole,
5-aminomethyl-4,5,6,7-tetrahydroindazole, 6-amino-
methyl-4,5,6,7-tetrahydro-1,3-benzothiazole and 6-
aminomethyl-5,6,7,8-tetrahydroquinazoline deriva-
tives.8,9 Among them, 6-(aminomethyl)-4,5,6,7-tetra-
hydro-1,3-benzothiazol-2-amine (2) was shown to be
one of the most promising arginine side-chain mimetics
providing potent and selective thrombin inhibitors.10 In
order to optimize interactions of the P1 part of the
inhibitors with the S1 pocket of thrombin, modification
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of the arginine mimicking part of the inhibitor molecule
by a different point of attachment of the aminomethyl
group seemed to be a logical choice.

We report here a synthetic strategy leading to novel
4 - aminomethyl - 4,5,6,7 - tetrahydro - 1,3 - benzothiazole
arginine side-chain mimetics 3 which were designed as
building blocks for the preparation of thrombin
inhibitors.

Starting from commercially available ethyl 2-oxocyclo-
hexanecarboxylate (4), bromination with bromine in
diethyl ether afforded the 3-bromo derivative 511

(Scheme 1). In the next step, a classical Hantzsch
thiazole synthesis12a applying thiourea or amidinoth-
iourea as an S�C�N synthon afforded fused thiazoles
6a13a,b and 6b.20 Reduction of the esters 6a and 6b with
lithium aluminum hydride and subsequent tosylation
with p-toluenesulfonyl chloride in pyridine afforded
tosylates 8a and 8b. In the case of the 2-amino deriva-
tive 7a, in addition to the tosylate 8a, the N-tosyl
derivative was obtained as a by-product in 25% yield.14

Nucleophilic substitution of tosylates 8a and 8b with
sodium azide in N,N-dimethylformamide produced the
azides 9a and 9b. Catalytic hydrogenation of the azide
9b using 10% palladium on charcoal as a catalyst
afforded the arginine side-chain mimetic 3b.18,21 In con-
trast, when the azide 9a was subjected to reduction
under various conditions (hydrogenation over palla-
dium on charcoal,15 reduction with tin(II) chloride16),
the reaction was not successful due to formation of
numerous by-products. Therefore, a direct substitution
of the tosylate 8a in liquid ammonia was attempted and
this successfully produced the target arginine side-chain
mimetic 3a in 40% yield.19,21

Interestingly, reduction of 6b to 7b with lithium alu-
minum hydride was accompanied by deguanylation
yielding4,5,6,7-tetrahydro-1,3-benzothiazol-4-ylmethan-
amine (7c) in 36% yield and by scission of an N�C
bond in the guanidino group giving 7a in 45% yield.17

Although deaminations of similar substituted 1,3-thia-
zol-2-amines are known, according to the literature
they are performed by reduction with sodium in liquid
ammonia or mercury(II) oxide and generally give a
mixture of products.12b By reducing the excess of
lithium aluminum hydride from 1.6 to 1.3 equiv., the
formation of 7a and 7c was completely suppressed and
7b was obtained in 72% yield.

For conversion of 7c to arginine side-chain mimetic
3c,21 the same strategy as described above for the
synthesis of 3a and 3b was applied.

In conclusion, we have developed a straightforward
synthetic pathway to novel 4-(aminomethyl)-4,5,6,7-tet-
rahydro-1,3-benzothiazole arginine side-chain mimetics
bearing either an amino group or a guanidino residue
at carbon 2. They were used as synthons for the prepa-
ration of non-covalent thrombin inhibitors which will
be reported elsewhere.
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Scheme 1. (a) Br2, ether, rt, 2 h, 98%; (b) H2NCSNH2, abs. EtOH, rt, 16 h, 98%; (c) H2NCSNHC(�NH)NH2, DMF, rt, 16 h,
73%; (d) LiAlH4, THF, ice bath then reflux, 16 h, 31–72%; (e) TsCl, pyridine, rt, 16 h, 34–62%; (f) NaN3, DMF, reflux, 3 h,
65–77%; (g) SnCl2·2H2O, MeOH, rt, 16 h, 15%; (h) H2, Pd/C, MeOH, 55%; (i) liq. NH3, abs. EtOH, 50°C, 16 h, 40%.
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