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ABSTRACT: An enantioselective synthesis of Rauhut—
Currier (RC) adducts from 3-aryl cyclohexenone with a
tethered enone moiety at the ortho-position on the aryl group
is accomplished. This method provides a wide range of
valuable synthetic building blocks having a unique [6—5—6]
all-carbon-fused tricyclic skeleton. A primary amine-containing
thiourea, a bifunctional organocatalyst, was found to be an
efficient catalyst for this transformation. The primary amine
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counterpart of the catalyst possibly activates the aliphatic enone via dienamine formation (HOMO activation), whereas the
thiourea counterpart activates the tethered enone (LUMO activation). Considering the difficulty in achieving an RC reaction of
pp-disubstituted (alkyl and aryl) enones, this method would be significantly rewarding.

he development of methods for the construction of the

chiral C—C bond is an exciting and fascinating area of
research in organic chemistry. In this context, Morita—Baylis—
Hillman (MBH)' and Rauhut—Currier (RC)® reactions are
used for the synthesis of structurally complex natural products
and bioactive molecules.” Traditionally, the reaction involves an
organocatalytic nucleophilic (e.g, PR; or NR;) addition to an
enone (Scheme 1a) followed by enolate addition to another
carbonyl or enone moiety. Despite advances, the major
limitation in MBH and RC reactions is the substrates with
P, B-disubstituted enones. The steric crowding of such
substrates at the p-position makes the above nucleophilic
addition impossible, which is the bottleneck for this reaction.
Very recently, Ramasastry et al. disclosed the first asymmetric
MBH reaction of f,f-substituted enones with high enantiose-
lectivities using thiourea containing phosphine catalyst
(Scheme 1a),* whereas the corresponding RC reactions are
not explored. Therefore, finding an alternative reaction pathway
to access such adducts with excellent enantio- and regiose-
lectivities would be significantly rewarding,

Over the past few decades, asymmetric amino catalysis has
become one of the most widespread and emerging areas of
research in organic chemistry. It activates the carbonyls
(HOMO) through enamine formation.” Recently, this amino
catalysis has been further extended to activate the a,f-
unsaturated ketones via formation of a dienamine intermediate
that leads to a diverse range of chemical reactions to construct a
variety of complex chiral molecules. This dienamine provides
two reacting nucleophilic sites: the a- and y-position of the
enone. The dienamine chemistry has been utilized in many
chemoselective reactions including MBH and RC reactions.’
The enantioselective intra- and intermolecular a-selective’ as
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Scheme 1. Alternative Reaction Pathway for Enantioselective
and Regiospecific Rauhut—Currier Adduct
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well as y-selective® functionalizations of a,f-unsaturated ketone
were well developed in MBH and RC reactions. However, as
mentioned above, such reactions on f,f-disubstituted enones as
nucleophiles remain a significant challenge.”'® Moreover, in
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almost all of the previous reports for dienamine formation,”'’ a
secondary amine such as a proline or proline derivative is used
as the catalyst in the presence of additives.

Here, we investigate a primary aminothiourea/squaramide as
a bifunctional organocatalyst. The primary amine counterpart
of the catalyst would activate the aliphatic enone via the
formation of dienamine (HOMO); on the other hand, the
thiourea counterpart would activate the tethered enone
(LUMO) to provide a highly rigid platform for the generation
of the enantioselective Rauhut—Currier adduct (Scheme 1b).

Notably, [6—5—6] all-carbon tricyclic fused cores are present
in various natural products and drug molecules;'" in particular,
they are found in the taiwaniaquinoid and diterpenoid families
(Figure 1). Such unique [6—S5—6]-abeo-abietane skeleton
family members have shown aromatase inhibitor activity and
are also used as drugs for the treatment of estrogen-dependent
cancers.'”
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Figure 1. Natural products containing [6—5—6] all tricyclic carbon
skeleton.

Fascinated by these [6—5—6] all-carbon tricyclic skeletons,
we hypothesized that cyclohexenone tethered to another enone
at the f-position would chemoselectively participate in chiral
dienamine formation followed by a Michael addition to provide
the RC-type adduct in high enantioselectivity (as shown in
Scheme 1a).

To execute our hypothesis, we began our investigation by
using fS-aryl-substituted cyclohexenone tethered with aromatic
enone as model substrate la. The major obstacles were the
inherent difficulties due to the multiple potential enolate sites
generated from dienamine, which may reduce the regioselectiv-
ities.

Despite these complexities, we strictly focused on over-
coming the challenges regarding enantio- and regioselectivity
issues. Various chiral primary amines derived from cinchona
alkaloid (C,—C,;) were surveyed in toluene at room temper-
ature (Table 1). To our delight, all of the chiral amines afforded
the desired product with good regiospecificity but moderate
enantioselectivities (entries 1—3). Then we envisioned
engineering our catalyst design to improve the selectivity by
introducing the push—pull strategy where primary amine
activated the ketone (HOMO) and thiourea/squaramide
activated the enone moiety.'”'* As per the analysis, catalyst
C; showed a sharp increase in enantioselectivity with 94% ee
and 56% yield (entry $).

Next, arrays of bifunctional catalysts (see the Supporting
Information) were screened, and catalyst Cg was found to be
the best in terms of enantioselectivity. A quick study of all of
the parameters such as solvent, catalyst loading, and temper-

Table 1. Optimization of the Reaction Conditions”
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entry catalyst solvent t (h) yie]db (%) % ee”
1 C, toluene 72 38 20
2 C, toluene 72 35 S1
3 C; toluene 72 33 16
4 C, toluene 72 ND
5 C; toluene 96 56 94
6 Cs toluene 96 ND
7 Cs xylene 96 82 (78) 93
8 C, mesitylene 96 84 (80) 90
9 Cs HFIP 96 ND
10 Cs THF 96 10 86
11 C; DCM 96 18 94
12 Cs benzene 96 80 74

“Reaction conditions: 1 (0.05 mmol), C (0.005 mmol, 10 mol %) at rt.
“Yields were determined from 'H NMR by using diphenyl acetonitrile
as an internal standard; isolated yields are shown in parentheses. “The
enantiomeric excess was determined by HPLC analysis on a chiral
stationary phase. ND = not determined.
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ature (see the Supporting Information) revealed that 10 mol %
catalyst Cg in xylene at room temperature were the optimum
conditions to furnish our desired product 3a with 93% ee and
82% NMR yield (Table 1, entry 7).

Using these optimized reaction conditions, we interested in
exploring the substrate scope on the tethered enone moiety,
which is summarized in Scheme 2. The generality of the
reaction was proved in terms of regio- and enantioselectivity.
The reactions with substrates having electron-donating groups
such as p-Me (3b), p-Bu (3c), p-OMe (3d), and p-Ph (3k) and
an electron-withdrawing group such as p-Cl (3e), p-Br (3f), p-F
(3h), p-NO, (3i), and p-CF; (3j) on the aryl moiety proceeded
smoothly to provide the [6—5—6] tricyclic skeleton in high
yields with excellent enantioselectivities. Moreover, irrespective
of the position of substitution on the aryl ring, such as 0-Cl
(3n), 0-Br (30), 2,4-di-Cl (3p), or 3,4-di-OMe (3q), the
reaction proceeded well to afford the RC adduct with high
enantioselectivity. The heteroaryl moieties such as furyl (31)
and thiophene-yl (3m) were well tolerated under these reaction
conditions. Even a difficult substrate such as aliphatic enone
also took part in these reaction conditions and led to the
desired product with high enantioselectivity. In some cases
(e.g, 3¢, 3f, 3g, 3i, and 3m—p), the yields were good to
moderate. In such cases, no other products were obtained; only
the reactants were recovered. To show the synthetic utility of
this methodology, a gram-scale reaction was performed with
1d, and 3d was achieved with a very little decrease in
enantioselectivity (96% to 92% ee). However, after single
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Scheme 3 Substrate Scope (Variation on Outer Aryl
Ring)“~
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“Reaction conditions: 1 S}O.l mmol), Cg (0.01 mmol, 10 mol %) in
xylene (2 mL) at rt. “Yields shown are of isolated products.
“Enantiomeric excess was determined by HPLC analysis on a chiral
stationary phase. “Enantiomeric excess and yield on a 1.0 g scale
reaction. “In the case of low-yielding reaction, the starting substrates
were recovered.

crystallization, the optically pure compound was obtained. The
absolute configuration (R) of the [6—5—6] core was confirmed
by X-ray analysis of 3g (see the SI).

Furthermore, the substitutions on the internal aryl moiety
were examined and the multisubstituted [6—5—6] tricyclic
skeleton was observed with good to excellent enantioselectiv-
ities (Scheme 3). A small decrease in enantioselectivity was
observed for the substrates with halogen substitution at the
meta-position, e.g, m-Cl (5g) and m-Br (Sh). A combined
effect of electronic as well as steric conditions (less interaction
between substrate and catalyst in the transition state) could be
the reason for such moderate yields and selectivities. However,
the use of cyclopentenone instead of cyclohexenone did not
react to provide the desired product under these reaction
conditions. When the a-position was blocked by a methyl
group, interestingly, a y-alkylation of the same was observed
with 2:1 diastereoselectivity (see Scheme 4).

The experimental results and stereochemical outcome of the
current reaction promoted us to propose a probable transition
state which is shown in Scheme S.

To execute the synthetic utility of the current methodology,
an all-carbon quaternary center was installed (see Scheme 6) by
the treatment of 3d with methylmagnesium bromide in the
presence of copper(I) bromide to furnish 6 without loss of any

Scheme 3. Substrate Scope (Variation on Internal Aryl Ring)

B
Cs (10 mol %) o ¢ o
xylene, rt, 120 h
[ Mo
—
5
Ar Ar
o ¢ o £ ° o {°
o oo oo
5a Me 5b 5c OMe
55% yield,® 92% ee 52% yield,> 94% ee 65% yield, 94% ee
Ar Ar Ar
/J*o o] /J“o

5d Se Cl 5f Br

A S
So- o U

48% yield,” 58% ee 40% yield,” 68% ee

“Reaction conditions are the same as in Scheme 2. “In the case of low-
yielding reactions, the starting substrates were recovered.

Scheme 4. Reaction of a-Methyl Enone
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Scheme 6. Synthetic Elaboration
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selectivity (>20:1 dr, 92% ee). The hydrogenation of the enone
was also carried out. However, a mixture of products was
obtained (see the SI).
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In conclusion, we have developed a unique strategy for RC-
type reaction of 3-aryl cyclohexenone tethered to an enone
moiety at the ortho-position on the aryl moiety to provide an
uncommon [6—5—6] all-carbon tricyclic skeleton with excellent
enantioselectivity. This report may open a new era for primary
amines in dienamine catalysis for RC- and MBH-type reactions
in extremely sterically hindered substrates to obtain a critical
C—C bond in enantiomerically enriched form.
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