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The first ever tandem one-pot synthetic protocol for the synthesis of thiazoles/selenazoles from alkynes
via the formation of 2,2-dibromo-1-phenylethanone is reported. The reaction is catalyzed by b-cyclodex-
trin in aqueous medium and resulted in good yields.
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Thiazoles, selenazoles are the principal core structures present
in a variety of natural products and have acquired significance
due to a wide variety of medicinal and biological properties
associated with them (Fig. 1).1 Selenazoles have been extensively
described as synthetic tools,2 as well as for their biological signifi-
cance.3 1,3-Selenazoles act as antibiotic and cancerostatic4 (Fig. 1).
2-Amino-1,3-selenazoles are known for their superoxide anion-
scavenging activity.5

Thiazole skeleton has been associated with numerous biologi-
cally active molecules,6 and its derivatives are useful in the treat-
ment of hypertension,7 schizophrenia,8 inflammation,9 allergies,10

bacterial,11 and HIV12 infections. In particular, aminothiazoles act
as ligands of estrogen receptors13 as well as a novel class of aden-
osine receptor antagonists14 whereas other analogs are used as
fungicides, inhibiting in vivo growth of Xanthomonas and as an
ingredient of herbicides and anthelmintic drugs.15

A few reports have appeared on the synthesis of selenazoles and
thiazoles, which include both solid phase synthesis16 and solution
phase17 synthesis. Narender et al., reported the synthesis of
selenazoles/thiazoles by the condensation of phenacylbromides/
tosylates with selenourea/thiourea/thiobenzamide by employing
b-cyclodextrin as catalyst.18 Recently Varma and co-workers
synthesized diaryl thiazoles from various a-tosyloxy ketones in
water.19 Several protocols are also described using promoters or
catalysts in different organic solvents for the synthesis of thiazoles
and selenazoles. However, development of novel environmentally
ll rights reserved.
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benign approaches for the synthesis of selenazoles/thiazoles, is
highly desirable.

In continuation of our efforts toward the development of novel
ecofriendly methodologies20 which include the synthesis of het-
erocyclic compounds, we report herein, a mild and efficient one-
pot protocol for the synthesis of substituted thiazole/selenazole
derivatives, for the first time by a three-component reaction,
involving phenyl acetylene, N-bromo succinimide and thiourea/
selenourea in aqueous medium (Schemes 1 and 2). To the best of
our knowledge there are no reports on the synthesis of thiazoles/
selenazoles from phenylacetylenes. Developing new synthetic ap-
proaches in aqueous phase has gained prominence in organic syn-
thesis, as it overcomes the harmful effects of organic solvents and
reduces the environmental pollution. Water is also economically
viable, nontoxic, and the most readily available reaction medium,
making it an environmentally acceptable solvent for the design
and development of green chemistry protocols.

Initialy, phenyl acetylene (1.0 mmol) was reacted with N-bromo
succinimide (1.0 mmol) and thiourea (1.0 mmol) in the presence of
2

HO OH
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Figure 1. Biologically active thiazoles/selenazoles.
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Scheme 1. Synthesis of selenazoles catalyzed by b-CD in aqueous medium.
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Table 2
b-CD mediated synthesis of thiazolesa

Entry Phenylacetylene Thiourea

1 H2N NH2

S

2 H2N NH2

S

3

F
H2N

S

NH2

4
F

H2N

S

NH2

Table 1
Optimization of NBS equiv in the reactiona

Entry NBS Time (h) T (�C) Yieldb (%)

1 0 12 90 —
2 1 12 90 35
3 1.5 10 90 45
4 2 4 70 72

a Reaction conditions: phenyl acetylene (1.0 mmol), NBS, thiourea (1.0 mmol),
water (10 mL).

b Isolated yield.
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Scheme 2. Synthesis of thiazoles catalyzed by b-CD in aqueous medium.
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b-CD, resulting in lower yields of the desired product. It was ob-
served that the reaction proceeded efficiently when (2.0 equiv) of
N-bromo succinimide was used. In the absence of N-bromo succin-
imide, it was observed that the reaction did not proceed and start-
ing materials were recovered (Table 1).

In the absence of b-CD, the product was obtained in 45% yield.
While evaluating the efficiency of the catalytic system, 10 mol %
of the catalyst loading was observed to be optimal for the reaction
to proceed. Furthermore when the same reaction was carried out
in the presence of NIS the corresponding product was produced
in lower yields.

It was observed that the reaction proceeded through the in situ
formation of 2,2-dibromo-1-phenylethanone, from N-bromo suc-
cinimide (2.0 equiv) and phenylacetylene (1.0 equiv) (Scheme 3),
which further reacted with thiourea/selenourea to afford the de-
sired product (Scheme 4).22

The scope of the reaction was expanded by reacting various
substituted selenourea/thiourea derivatives with phenylacetylene
substrates. In these reactions, substituents on the selenourea/thio-
urea did not have significant effect on the product yields. Similar
trends were also observed in the case of phenylacetylenes. Several
examples illustrating this simple and practical methodology are
summarized in Table 2. All the products were characterized by
1H, 13C NMR and mass spectra23 as well as by comparison with
the known compounds.21
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Table 2 (continued)

Entry Phenylacetylene Thiourea Product Yieldb (%)

5 H2N NH

S

F N

S
NH F

62

6 H2N NH

S

F

F

N

S
N
H

F

F
68

7 H2N NH

S

Cl N

S
N
H

Cl
68

8 H2N N
H

S
Cl

OMe
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S
N
H

Cl

MeO

64

9 H2N NH
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CN N

S
NH CN

60

10 H2N NH
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F N
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F
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11 H2N NH
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F
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a Reaction conditions: phenylacetylene (1.0 mmol), NBS (2.0 mmol), thiourea (1.0 mmol) and catalyst (10 mol %) at 70 �C.
b Isolated yields.

Table 3
b-CD mediated synthesis of Selenazolesa

Entry Phenylacetylene Selenourea Product Yieldb (%)

1 H2N NH2

Se

N

Se
NH2 69

2
F

H2N NH2

Se
NH2N

Se

F

68

3 H2N N

Se

N

Se
N

70

4 H2N N

Se

N

Se
N

72

5
N

H2N N

Se

N

N

Se
N

61

6
NC

H2N N

Se

N

Se
N

NC

64

a Reaction conditions: phenylacetylene (1.0 mmol), NBS (2.0 mmol), selenourea
(1.0 mmol) and b-CD (10 mol %) at 70 �C.

b Isolated yields.

Table 4
Recyclability of b-CD catalyst

Cycles Yield (%) Catalyst recovered (%)

Native 72 90
1 69 86
2 66 84
3 64 82

The recyclability of the b-CD catalyst was examined by using phenylacetylene
(1.0 mmol), NBS (2.0 mmol) and thiourea (1.0 mmol) in H2O (10 mL), as a model
reaction.
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In general, a model reaction was performed by the in situ for-
mation of 1:1 b-CD complex with phenylacetylene (1) in water fol-
lowed by the addition of NBS and thiourea (2) and stirred for 4 h at
70 �C to give the corresponding product (3) (Scheme 1). The sub-
stantial role of b-CD is illustrated by performing the reaction in
water without using b-CD at 70 �C, where low yields were ob-
served. NMR spectroscopy is one of the most important techniques
used for characterization of inclusion complexes. The formation of
inclusion complex results in the shift changes in the resonances of
the host cyclodextrin as well as the guest protons. These changes
were observed in the 1H NMR spectra (D2O) of b-CD, b-CD/phenyl-
acetylene complex and freeze dried reaction mixture of b-CD/
phenylacetylene complex with the thiourea at 1 h. Inclusion of
the phenyl acetylene into b-CD from the secondary side of cyclo-
dextrin was confirmed by an upfield shift of H3 (0.03 ppm) and
H5 (0.05 ppm) protons of cyclodextrin in the b-CD/phenyl acety-
lene complex as compared to b-CD. This clearly demonstrates that
the phenylacetylene is elegantly set for the addition reaction, in
the hydrophobic microenvironment of b-cyclodextrin cavity. The
catalyst b-CD can be easily recovered and reused.

In conclusion, we have developed a convenient one-pot aque-
ous phase synthesis of substituted thiazoles/selenazoles under
mild conditions in encouraging yields. This method has several
advantages over the existing methods such as in situ formation
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of 2,2-dibromo-1-phenylethanone, ability to proceed without
acids/bases or additives, under milder environmental friendly con-
ditions. This protocol will be an interesting addition to the green
chemistry (see Table 4).
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