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Dichloroborane–dioxane: an exceptional reagent for the
preparation of alkenyl- and alkylboronic acids
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Abstract—Terminal alkynes and alkenes were conveniently hydroborated to the corresponding alkenyl- and alkyldichloroboranes
using dichloroborane–dioxane in dichloromethane. These dichloroboranes were hydrolyzed by water to the corresponding alkenyl-
and alkylboronic acids in moderate to good yields. With terminal alkenes and alkynes boron was predominantly attached to
terminal carbon. Alkynes gave exclusively trans-vinylboronic acids.
© 2003 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

Metal-mediated catalytic cross-coupling reactions con-
tinue to be widely practised in the synthesis of a broad
range of compounds having applications in pharmaceu-
tical, agrochemical, supramolecular and material sci-
ence.1 Among several available technologies,
Suzuki–Miyaura coupling involving aryl-, alkenyl- and
alkyl-boronic acids or esters with aryl-, heteroaryl
halides or triflates has proven to be more effective and
hence widely practised.2 In recent years, a plethora of
methodologies have been reported for the preparation
of aryl- and heteroaryl-boronic acids or esters.3 On the
contrary, not much attention has been focussed on the
preparation of alkyl- and alkenyl-boronic acids, in part

due to the lesser reactivity of the alkylboronic acids in
Suzuki–Miyaura coupling conditions.4 Recently, there
has been increased interest in developing Suzuki–
Miyaura coupling conditions that can accommodate
less reactive alkylboronic acids.5,6

Though alkenyl- and alkyl-boronic acids or esters can
be prepared by several methods,7 hydroboration of
corresponding alkyne or alkene with catecholborane is
the widely used method.8 Unfortunately, the reaction of
catecholborane with alkynes and alkenes is sluggish at
room temperature, requiring high temperature (70°C
for alkynes and 100°C for alkenes) and in some cases,
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isolation of product is complicated by the presence of
catechol by-product. Though pinacolborane hydrobo-
rates alkynes to the corresponding alkenylpinacolbo-
rane esters at room temperature in 24 h, it requires two
equivalents of pinacolborane and the method is not
practical for the preparation of corresponding boronic
acids, as these pinacol esters are highly stable towards
hydrolysis and trans-esterifications.9 Dibromoborane–
methyl sulfide complex is a more practical reagent for
the preparation of corresponding boronic acids from
alkynes and alkenes. However, being a strong Lewis
acid, dibromoborane may not be compatible with acid
sensitive groups. Also, dimethyl sulfide is unpleasant to
handle in large-scale applications.10

Recently, exceptional chloroborane complexes of diox-
ane were reported with interesting regio- and stereose-
lectivities, which are devoid of problems associated with
earlier chloroborane reagents.11 These complexes were
prepared easily from simple inexpensive starting materi-
als and are stable over an extended period of time at
0°C or room temperature. In particular, dichlorobo-
rane–dioxane exhibited interesting selectivities. In reac-
tion with alkenes and alkynes, it gives the
corresponding terminal dichloroboranes, which can be
hydrolyzed to the corresponding boronic acids (Scheme
1).

To further establish the synthetic potential of this
promising reagent, we studied its reactivity towards
representative alkynes and alkenes.12 The addition of
1-octyne (0.11 mol) to a dichloromethane solution of
dichloroborane–dioxane (3 M, 0.1 mol), resulted in an
exothermic reaction and after 1 h, all 1-octyne is con-
sumed as monitored by GC analysis. The reaction
mixture was refluxed for another 4 h to ensure complete
transformation. Hydrolysis of the resulting dichlorobo-
rane intermediate provided E-1-octen-1-ylboronic acid
in 68% yield (Eq. (1)). The regio- and stereoisomeric
purities were confirmed by 1H NMR, which is consis-
tent with the literature data.8

A number of alkynes and alkenes were hydroborated
and hydrolyzed to the corresponding vinyl and alkyl-
boronic acids in good yields. The results are summa-
rized in Table 1.

Dichloroborane–dioxane hydroborates terminal alkynes
conveniently to the corresponding vinyldichloroboranes
in sterio- and regioselective manner. Even in the case of
3-chloro-1-propyne (entry 5), only terminal boron-addi-
tion product was isolated after workup and no internal

addition product was noted in 1H NMR.

Hydroboration of internal alkynes under these condi-
tions is sluggish. For example, the hydroboration of
3-hexyne (entry 6) with dichloroborane–dioxane gave
only 15% of the expected product. Considerable
amounts of unreacted 3-hexyne were noted in GC
analysis. Similar reactivity patterns were also observed
for olefins. More reactive cyclopentene and styrene
gave the corresponding boronic acids in good yields
(entries 7 and 8). However, moderately hindered cyclo-
hexene (entry 9) gave lower yields (52%).

The hydroboration of 3-bromo-1-propyne gave an
interesting side product. Under the reaction conditions
shown (Eq. (2)), in addition to the expected E-bro-
momethyl vinylboronic acid considerable amounts of
E-chloromethyl vinylboronic acid were also obtained.

(2)

This is probably due to the halogen exchange resulting
from dioxane–BCl3 derived by the equilibration of
dioxane–BHCl2 under dichloromethane reflux condi-
tions (Eq. (3)).11a,13

(3)

In conclusion, dichloroborane–dioxane shows excep-
tional reactivity in the hydroboration of terminal alky-
nes and alkenes. The corresponding dichloroboranes
are conveniently converted to akenyl- and alkylboronic
acids, which have high synthetic utility in metal medi-
ated coupling reactions. The current reagent showed
sluggish reactivity with internal alkynes. Further studies
on improving its reactivity towards the broad spectrum
of alkynes, alkenes and also utilizing its unique reactiv-
ity patterns in selective hydroboration are underway.

(1)
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Table 1. Hydroboration-hydrolysis of alkynes and alkenes using dichloroborane–dioxane complex
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