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In biological systems, protein localization and assembly are
controlled by reversible interactions of specific controlled elements,
which have been exploited with supramolecular interactions for
the study of signal transduction,1,2 tubulin stabilization,3 and
transcription factors.4,5 In the field of supramolecular chemistry,
some research groups demonstrated that molecular recognition for
small guest molecules was controlled by structural changes of host
molecules.6–8 More sophisticated supramolecular assemblies have
been achieved by controlling assembly and disassembly using
external stimuli such as light, environment, and exogenous
ligands.9–15 We have undertaken the structural control of supramo-
lecular complexes by photoirradiation.16 Stilbene derivatives are
well-known to show the photoinduced isomerization, which are
isomerized from the trans form to the cis form and from the cis
form to the trans form under irradiation with UV and visible light,
respectively.17 We have chosen stilbene compounds because the
association constant of R-cyclodextrin (CD) for trans-stilbene is
larger than that for cis-stilbene (trans-stilbene, Ka ) 1260 M-1;
cis-stilbene, Ka ) 360 M-1).18 Herein, we have demonstrated
photochemical switching of supramolecular structures of 3-stilbene
amide-R-CD (3-Sti-R-CD).

The 1H NMR spectra of 3-trans-Sti-R-CD showed that the
peaks of protons of 3-trans-Sti-R-CD shifted with an increase
in the concentration, indicating the formation of supramolecular
complexes in aqueous solutions. However, no peak shift was
observed in organic media due to the dissociation of supramo-
lecular complexes. The 2D ROESY NMR of 3-trans-Sti-R-CD
in an aqueous solution showed that the protons (a-d) of the
stilbene amide group correlated to inner protons (C(3)-H and
C(5)-H) of R-CD (Figure 1). We have obtained a single crystal
of 3-trans-Sti-R-CD that is suitable for X-ray crystallographic
analysis. The X-ray crystallographic analysis showed the
formation of a double-threaded dimer (Figure 2). This result is
in an agreement with the 2D ROESY NMR experiments.

After photoirradiation with visible light (λ ) 340 nm), 85% of
3-trans-Sti-R-CD isomerized to 3-cis-Sti-R-CD (trans:cis ) 15:
85). Although we had expected that 3-cis-Sti-R-CD would not show
peak shifts because the supramolecular complex of 3-cis-Sti-R-
CD is supposed to decompose, the protons of 3-cis-Sti-R-CD
actually showed the peak shifts with an increase in the concentra-
tion. The 2D ROESY NMR spectra of 3-cis-Sti-R-CD did not show
the correlation peaks between inner protons (C(3)H and C(5)H)
of R-CD and protons of the stilbene amide group in aqueous
solutions. The UV spectra of 3-cis-Sti-R-CD showed a red shift
with an increase in the concentration, indicative of the formation
of nonthreaded supramolecular self-assembly. The circular dichro-
ism (cd) spectra showed the negative-positive Cotton band around

300 nm in aqueous solutions, corresponding to the transition band
of the stilbene amide group. This Cotton band is assigned to the
exciton coupling interactions between stilbene amide groups. This
result suggests that two or more excitons are located in relatively
close distance. In contrast, 3-cis-Sti-R-CD did not exhibit the Cotton
band in methanol because of the dissociation of these supramo-
lecular assemblies. The mixture of 3-cis-Sti-R-CD and �-CD in
an aqueous solution showed the positive Cotton band because the
cis-stilbene amide group is strongly included in the �-CD cavity.19

These results indicate that 3-cis-Sti-R-CD forms nonthreaded

Figure 1. Partial 2D ROESY NMR spectrum of 3-trans-Sti-R-CD in D2O
at 30 °C (500 MHz, mixing time ) 200 ms).

Figure 2. Crystal structure of a double-threaded dimer consisting of 3-trans-
Sti-R-CD. Carbon and oxygen of R-CD are shown in gray and red, respectively.
Carbon and oxygen of stilbene amide groups are shown in light green.
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supramolecular self-assembly by π-π stacking interactions be-
tween stilbene amide groups.

To estimate the molecular size of the nonthreaded su-
pramolecular self-assembly from 3-cis-Sti-R-CD, self-diffu-
sion coefficients (Ds) were determined by the pulsed field
gradient spin–echo NMR measurements. We have chosen
2-cinnamoyl-R-CD (2-CiO-R-CD) as a reference compound
because 2-CiO-R-CD formed a double-threaded dimer, which
was proved by single-crystal X-ray analysis. The Ds of 2-CiO-
R-CD showed 0.23 × 10-5 cm2 s-1 in the lower concentration
region (10-30 mM). We are not able to determine the Ds of
3-trans-Sti-R-CD because of a high crystallinity and a low-
water solubility. The Ds of 3-cis-Sti-R-CD significantly
decreased with an increase in concentration (<60 mM). It
should be noted that the hydrodynamic radius of 3-cis-Sti-
R-CD is larger than that of 2-CiO-R-CD at the whole region
of the concentration (see Supporting Information). These
results suggest that the size of nonthreaded supramolecular
self-assembly from 3-cis-Sti-R-CD was larger than that of a
double-threaded dimer in aqueous solutions.

The turbo ion spray TOF mass spectrum provides direct
evidence of the formation of nonthreaded supramolecular self-
assembly. Mass spectrum of 3-trans-Sti-R-CD exhibited dimeric
species as a major peak, whereas that of 3-cis-Sti-R-CD showed
polymeric peaks with multivalent species in aqueous solutions
(Figure 3). These results indicate that 3-trans-Sti-R-CD formed
a double-threaded dimer, and 3-cis-Sti-R-CD formed a non-
threaded supramolecular self-assembly with around 15mer in 1
mM aqueous solution.

In conclusion, we have succeeded in controlling formation of a
double-threaded dimer and that of nonthreaded supramolecular self-
assembly consisting of stilbene amide-R-CD by photoirradiation
as shown in Figure 4. First, we thought that 3-trans-Sti-R-CD would
form a supramolecular polymer and then 3-cis-Sti-R-CD would
decompose it after photoirradiation. The facts are contrary to what
we expected. Formations of these supramolecular complexes might
be due to π-π stacking interactions between stilbene amide groups.
These interactions are presumed to inhibit the formation of a
supramolecular polymer. Instead, it created a more interesting
supramolecular system, in other words, “switching between su-
pramolecular dimer and nonthreaded supramolecular self-as-
sembly”. The unit of R-CD and the cis-stilbene group play
important roles to form supramolecular assembly as a hydrophilic
and hydrophobic part, respectively. These interactions and environ-
ment promote the π-π stacking of the cis-stilbene group and affect
cooperatively the formation of the supramolecular assembly. Now,
the photoresponsive properties of supramolecular structures are
under investigation.
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Figure 3. Turbo ion spray TOF mass spectrum of 3-cis-Sti-R-CD in an
aqueous solution. Figure 4. Schematic illustration of switching between supramolecular dimer

and nonthreaded supramolecular self-assembly consisting of 3-Sti-R-CD
with photoirradiation.
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