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It was shown in [1, 2] that the replacement of the two symmetrical  methyl  groups in the hexonium cation by 
alkyl acetate radicals substantially changes the biological properties of the substance. In this case the cholinolytic 
properties of the compound are substantially weakened, and a broad spectrmn of antibacterial action, intensified with 
increasing size of the radicals, is detected in substances containing comparatively heavy alkyl radicals (beginning 
with C17HI~ and above). 

For comparison, we synthesized a number of analogous biquaternary ammonium derivatives of decamethylene-  
diamine, the structure and properties of which are reflected in the table. The starting materials were N, N' - te t ra-  
methyldecamethytenediamine,  which was produced by the previously described method [3], and complex alkyl esters 
of rnonochloroacetic acid [1]. The bitertiary diamine reacted ahnost quantitatively with two nitrogen atoms, form- 
ing biquaternary ammonium salts, in benzene medium and in the presence of a small excess of the alkyl ester of  
chloroacetic acid 
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The dichlorides of this structure (I-VIII and XI) represent white crystalline substances, highly hygroscopic, solu- 
ble in alcohol and insoluble in ether and benzene. The salts of compounds (IX, X, XI and XII) with chlorine anions 
were produced in the form of a white gel- l ike mass, which is not separated from the solvent in which the reaction oc-  
curred. As a result of the highly hygroscopic character, their purification by recrystallization was difficult. Hence, 
except for (I), they were all converted to the diiodides, which dissolve with comparative difficultly in the cold and  
more readily in hot water, by an exchange reaction with potassium iodide. These salts represent light yeIlow crystal- 
line substances, with the exception of compounds (X, XI) and (XII), which were obtained in the form of reddish brown, 
greasy, viscous, noncrystallizing products. They are readily soluble in alcohol, somewhat more difficultly in benzene, 
acetone, and chloroform, and practically insoluble in ether. 

+ + 
In contrast to the decamethonium [(CHa)aN(CH2)IoN(CHa)a] 2F -, which, as is wetl known, manifests a strong 

curariform action, the salts described practicaIly do not possess this property. As the size of the alkyl radical R is in- 
creased (beginning with CsH ~ and higher), an antibacterial action is noted, which is intensified as R becomes heavier. 
In comparison with the analogs containing a hexamethylene or ethylene chain instead of the decamethylene [1], the 
antibacterial activity of this series of compounds is considerably weaker. 

E X P E R I M E N T A L  S E C T I O N  

Decamethylene-l ,10-bis(dimethylcarbmethoxymethytammonium) Dichloride. N,N'-Tetramethyldecarnethyl- 
enediamine (2 g) was mixed with 10 ml of benzene, and 2.4 g of the methyl ester of monochloroacetic acid was added. 
Turbidity was thereupon observed, which, however, grew no stronger even after half an hour of heating on a water bath 
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Properties of Diquaternary Derivatives of Decameth' 
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I CHs Quanti-  6,10 C2oH,204N~CI,  145,5 15,92 
tative 6,40 

II  C~tts >~ 4,02 C~2HaaO4N2I~ g56,4 38,67 
4,26 

I I I  n-Call7 + 3,92 C~HaoO4N~I z 684,5 37,08 
3,87 

IV i-Call7 ~> 3,98 C~HsoO4N~I 2 684,5 37,08 
4,04 

V n-C4H, >) C~eHstO4N2I 2 712,6 35,62 

VI i-C~H9 >> 3,94 C~H~404N~I 2 7t2,6 35,62 
3,75 

VII n-C_~H n ~> 3,60 C~sH~sO4N~I ~ 740,6 34,27 
3,83 

"VIII i-CsHn >> 3,59 C2sHssO4N2I z 740,6 34,27 
3,72 

1X n-CTH15 >> 3,5t C3~HeeO4N~I ~ 796,7 3t,86 
3,82 

X n-CsH17 ~> Cs4H~004N2t~ 824,8 30,77 
XI  n-CoHl~ >> Ca~H7404N~I ~. 852,8 29,76 

Xl I  n-C10H2t ~) C3sHT~O4N2I~ 880,9[ 28,8t 
3,53 C~++tt.+oO4N2 h 780,6 32,52 

X l l l  CeHsCIt2 >> 3,51 

under a reflux condenser. The cooled and hermetically covered reaction mixture was allowed to stand at room tem- 
perature for 7 days. During the first 24 hours the reaction mixture was converted to a gel- l ike mass, which gradually 
crystallized during the subsequent days. The white hygroscopic crystals were filtered off and washed with absolute 
ether. For recrystallization, the substance obtained was dissolved in absolute alcohol, from which it was precipitated 
by the addition of absolute ether. The fihered crystals were dried in a vacuum desiccator. Yield quantitative. The 
dichlorides of compounds (II-XIII) were synthesized by an analogous method. For conversion to the diiodides, con- 
cent.rated aqueous solutiom were prepared from them, to which dry potassium iodide was added until saturation. A 
yellow oily mass floated up to the surface, which crystallized in a period of 3 to 7 days. The crystals were removed 
from the surface of the solution, washed with cold water, and recrystallized by the method described above. 

The data on the biological properties of the compounds were kindly provided us by N. N. Sudnik, for which the 

authors would like to express their profound gratitude. 

C O N C L U S I O N S  

1. We synthesized 13 derivatives of decamethonium, containing alkyl acetate radicals in place of the two 
symmetrical  methyl  groups. Twelve of them were produced in the form of dichlorides and diiodides. 

2. Some data are cited on the biological properties of these compounds. 
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