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Abstract—Pinacol boronates 2 couple efficiently with allyl acetates 1 in the presence of a palladium catalyst prepared in situ from
PdCl2 and TFP to give the coupled products 3 in moderate to good yields under mild conditions. © 2003 Elsevier Science Ltd.
All rights reserved.

Aryl- and vinylboronic acid pinacol esters, which are
most conveniently prepared by direct borylation of aryl
and vinyl halides or triflates,1 represent an useful alter-
native to the corresponding boronic acids in the
Suzuki–Miyaura cross-coupling reaction.2 Their use
may be particularly advantageous when the isolation of
free boronic acids requires additional protection-depro-
tection steps or in the presence of functionalities incom-
patible with the traditional route to boronic acids from
Grignard or lithium reagents and trialkyl borates.
Compared to the impressive development of the
Suzuki–Miyaura coupling, only scanty attention has
been paid in the past to the use of organoboron
reagents in palladium-catalyzed allylic substitutions3

and, to the best of my knowledge, there are so far no
reports on the utilization of pinacol boronates in such
reactions.4 Recently, Balme et al. have developed a
novel catalytic system [PdCl2(TFP)2] working quite
effectively in cross-coupling reactions of allyl acetates
with a variety of arylboronic acids in conjunction with
a fluoride source.5 Encouraged by this result, I have
examined the effectiveness of pinacol boronates in pal-
ladium-catalyzed allylation reactions and I report
herein that pinacol aryl- and vinylboronates (2) are
indeed good substrates for the coupling reaction with
allyl acetates (1) (Scheme 1).

Some reaction conditions were briefly explored, using
cinnamyl acetate (1a) and 1-naphthylboronate (2a) as

Scheme 1.

model substrates. The results are summarized in Table
1.

Table 1. Reaction of 1a with 2a under various conditionsa

Catalyst BaseEntry Solvent/T (°C) Yield (%)b

461 THF/60K3PO4Pd(PPh3)4

Cs2CO3 THF/602 43Pd(PPh3)4

CsF THF/603 54Pd(PPh3)4

9THF/60CsF4 Pd2dba3

Pd(PPh3)45 CsF DMF/60 69
6 13THF/60–Pd(PPh3)4

DMF/60– 15Pd(PPh3)47
KF MeOH/rt8 82PdCl2/2TFPc

PdCl2/2TFPc –9 MeOH/rt Traces
45MeOH/rtKF10 PdCl2/2PPh3

TracesMeOH/rtKFPdCl2/dppfd11

a All reactions were carried out with 1 mol% of the catalyst, 1.3 equiv.
of 2a and 1.3 equiv. of CsF or 2.6 equiv. of K3PO4, Cs2CO3 and KF
for 4 h (entries 1–7) or 24 h (entries 8–11).

b Isolated yields.
c TFP refers to tri-2-furylphosphine.
d dppf refers to 1,1�-bis(diphenylphosphino)ferrocene.
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Table 2. Palladium-catalyzed cross-coupling of allyl acetates 1 with pinacol boronates 2a
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The use of a fluoride salt, as already adopted by Balme,
to promote transmetalation6 ensuring essentially non
basic conditions and thus avoiding some typical prob-
lems encountered in Suzuki–Miyaura couplings, was
found superior to that of other inorganic bases. The
best yields of 3a were obtained under the optimized
conditions developed by Balme for arylboronic acids
(entry 8).

The protocol was successfully extended to a variety of
allyl acetates and of pinacol aryl- and vinylboronates
(Table 2). In a typical procedure (entry 1), a stirred
solution of cinnamyl acetate (1a, 176 mg, 1 mmol),
PdCl2 (1.8 mg, 0.01 mmol), TFP (4.6 mg, 0.02 mmol) in
MeOH (3 mL) was flushed with N2 for 10 min at room
temperature. Then, KF (151 mg, 2.6 mmol) and a
solution of 1-naphthylboronate (2a, 330 mg, 1.3 mmol)
in MeOH (2 mL) were added and the mixture was
stirred 24 h at room temperature under N2. The reac-
tion mixture was then diluted with brine and extracted
with ether. The organic phase was washed with brine,
dried (Na2SO4), and evaporated. Chromatography of
the residue (289 mg) on silica gel (9 g) using hexane as
eluent afforded 199 mg (82%) of (E)-3-(1-naphthyl)-1-
phenyl-1-propene (3a).7

The coupling reactions proceeded generally within 24 h
at room temperature and were compatible with both
electron-withdrawing and -donating groups. Sterically
hindered substrates (2b,h) were also tolerated. Products
3 arose from exclusive attack at the less substituted allyl
terminus. No evidence was found in entries 9–12 that
the reaction products had suffered some isomerization
of the allylic double bond into conjugation with the
aromatic moiety. In the case of geranyl (1d) and neryl
(1e) acetates, a limited erosion of the stereochemical
integrity of the double bond occurred (entries 11, 12).
This result, which has precedents in the palladium-cata-
lyzed cross-coupling reactions of allyl substrates with
tetraphenylborate anion3e and organotin nucleophiles,8

seems to indicate that the transmetalation step of the
�-allylpalladium intermediates with the boronate pro-
ceeds with a rate comparable to that of the syn/anti-iso-
merization reaction.
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