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The first direct selective synthesis of novel gem-chloro-
fluorinated nitrogen-containing building blocks in super-
acid is reported. The dramatic role of the chlorine atom
on the reaction is shown by in situ NMR experiments and
allows the involvement of a novel original superelectro-
philic activation process in superacid HF/SbF5 to be
postulated.

The importance of fluorine inmedicinal chemistry,1 which
is mainly due to a fluorine atom’s unique properties, is well-
recognized.2 Among fluorine substitution consequences, the
strong inductive withdrawing effect of fluorine on the acidity
or basicity of neighboring functional groups is especially
evident,3 making the incorporation of nitrogen-containing
organofluorine cores very popular in medicinal chemistry.4

While gem-difluorinated amines have been exploited, sur-
prisingly little attention has been given to gem-chlorofluori-
nated analogues. The intriguing combination of the two
different geminal halogens might interfere with both the
gauche fluorine effect and the NH 3 3 3FC dipole orientation

effect,5 with a concomitant effect on the conformation and
basicity of the amines. In addition, their ability to be used as
precursors of fluorinated nitrogen-containing functionalized
building blocks6 make them excellent candidates for SAR
studies. However, their synthesis has been scarcely studied to
date.7 Herein, we report the first direct selective synthesis of
gem-chlorofluorinated nitrogen-containing derivatives after
reaction in HF/SbF5.

In the course of the synthesis of the difluorinated antic-
ancer agent vinflunine (Javlor),8 we recently proposed that
the gem-difluorination of unsaturated amines in superacid is
strongly based on the ability to form superelectrophilic9 am-
monium-R-chloronium intermediates.10Despite the veryweak
nucleophilic character of the solvated fluorine in the poly-
meric anionic form SbnF5nþ1

- of the superacidic medium,11

it was postulated that the ammonium ion plays a critical role
in activating the nearby electrophilic site, allowing its fluor-
ination and subsequent formation of the difluorinated pro-
duct. On the basis of these previous investigations, we postu-
lated that ammonium-R-chloronium intermediatesA should
easily be formed in superacid starting from chlorinated
olefins 1 (Scheme 1).

By modification of the reaction conditions and especially
the cationic and anionic composition of the superacid me-
dium,11 gem-chlorofluorinated and/or gem-difluorinated de-
rivatives 2 and/or 3 should be selectively obtained (Table 1).
With substrate 1a as a model substrate, the first attempt
confirmed our initial hypothesis, with the formation of a
mixture of products 2a and 3a (Table 1, entry 1). When per-
formed at 0 �C, the reaction led to the selective formation of
difluorinated product 3a (Table 1, entry 2). Decreasing the
temperature afforded chlorofluorinated product 2a selec-
tively, but the reactionwas not complete in this case (Table 1,
entry 3). The influence of the acidity of the medium11 on the
selectivity of the reaction was dominant and allowed the
selective formation of product 2a (Table 1, entry 4).

SCHEME 1. Selective Synthesis of gem-Chlorofluorinated or

gem-Difluorinated Nitrogen-Containing Derivatives in HF/SbF5
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To explain these preliminary results, we postulated the
mechanism shown in Scheme 2. Protonation of the amine
and the double bond in superacid should give dication A,
which after fluorination should give ammonium B, the
precursor of the chlorofluoro product. After 10 min of
reaction inHF/SbF5 (13.6mol%SbF5) at 0 �C starting from
chlorofluorinated amine 2a, product 3a was formed quanti-
tatively, confirming that ion B could be considered as an
intermediate in the difluorination process. After protona-
tion of ion B and HCl elimination, R-fluoronium intermedi-
ate C, a precursor of difluorinated ammonium D (ion D

could also come from B via an SN2-type mechanism) should
be formed to give the difluorinated product 3a after hydro-
lysis.

To an approximation, superelectrophilic activation de-
creases with increasing separation of the charge centers.9 To
verify the ability to use ammonium-R-chloronium super-
electrophilic activation as a new synthetic tool, a scope and
limitations study focused on the influence of the distance
between the charge centers on the reaction coursewas needed
(Table 2).

Through the use of reaction conditions A or B, gem-
chlorofluorinated or gem-difluorinated amines, amides, imi-
des, or sulfonamides were selectively obtained in good yields
(Table 2, entries 1-12). Increasing the distance between the
amino group and the chlorine atom allowed the formation of
γ,γ-chlorofluorinated and -difluorinated amines (Table 2,
entries 13-15). It also should be noted that the reaction of
substrate 1i led to a complex mixture of compounds, regard-
less of the conditions used. At this stage, the behavior of
substrates 1e and 1f intrigued us. In a previous study,12 we
showed that dicationic carboxonium-carbenium ions B1

and B2 are not superelectrophilic enough to react with fluo-
ride ions (Scheme 3).

In R-chloronium ions, the chlorine atom becomes both a
π- and σ-donor substituent.13 As a consequence, we could
have expected that the stabilizing effect of the chlorine atom
in intermediates C1 and C2, which reduces their electrophilic

character, should prevent them from fluorination. To under-
stand and verify this intriguing effect of chlorine substitution
on the reactivity of amides and imides, a screening of various
substrates was investigated (Table 3).

Under difluorination conditions (conditions B), we
showed above that imide 1e and amide 1f led exclusively to
difluorinated products (Table 2, entries 10 and 12).However,
starting from amide 1f, oxazole 4fwas selectively synthesized
after reaction at 0 �C (Table 3, entry 1). Increasing the
distance between the imide function and the chlorine atom
led to the formation of carbonyl compounds 4j and 4k

(Table 3, entries 2 and 4). To form the corresponding difluo-
rinated product 3j, a longer reaction time was needed, and
only a small amount of the desired product could be
synthesized (Table 3, entry 3). The limit of the reaction
was found with the formation of a complex mixture of
compounds after reaction of substrate 1m in superacid
(Table 3, entry 6). The exclusive formation of oxazole 4f

SCHEME 2. ProposedMechanism for the Fluorination Process

TABLE 2. Synthesis of gem-Chlorofluorinated and gem-Difluorinated

Nitrogen-Containing Compounds in Superacid HF/SbF5

aReaction conditions A: SbF5 (3.8 mol %), 10 min, T (�C). Reaction
conditions B: SbF5 (13.6 mol %), 10 min, T (�C). bYield obtained after
flash chromatography. cReaction time = 1 min. dComplex mixture.

TABLE 1. Substrate 1a Behavior in HF/SbF5
a

entry acidity (mol % SbF5) temperature (�C) product (yield)b

1 13.6 -20 2a (40) 3a (24)
2 13.6 0 2a (0) 3a (70)
3 13.6 -50 2a (45) 3a (0)c

4 3.8 -20 2a (74) 3a (0)
aReaction conditions: substrate (1 mmol), HF/SbF5 (3 mL), 10 min.

bYield obtained after flash chromatography. cStarting material remain-
ing.

(12) Thibaudeau, S.; Martin-Mingot, A.; Jouannetaud, M.-P.; Karam,
O.; Zunino, F. Chem. Commun. 2007, 3198.

(13) Christe, K. O.; Zhang, X.; Ban, R.; Hegge, J.; Olah, G. A.; Prakash,
G. K. S.; Sheety, J. A. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2000, 122, 481.
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after reaction of amide 1f at 0 �Cand the observed nonlinear
effect of the distance between the function and the reactive
double bond on the reactivity of the substrates encouraged
us to postulate the mechanism shown in Scheme 4.

Amides and imides exist as neutral and O-protonated
forms in strongly acidic solutions.14 If a fast equilibrium
between these species in superacid and potent intramolecular
participation of the carbonyl group in the stabilization of the
formed carbenium ion are assumed,15 carboxonium ions of
type E could be considered as the reactive intermediates in
the reactions of chlorinated amides and imides. To confirm
the involvement of these novel monocationic superelectro-
philic intermediates in the fluorination process, amides and

imides were dissolved in HF/SbF5 (21.6 mol % SbF5) and
studied by 13C NMR and DEPT experiments at -20 �C.
To compare experimental NMR chemical shift values with
those from theory, model calculations on the postulated
intermediates were also performed at the B3LYP/cc-pVTZ
level.16 For example, the cyclic carboxonium ions F, G, and
H are the sole intermediates respectively detected from low-
temperature 13CNMR studies of amides 10f and 1f and imide
1j dissolved in superacid (Scheme 5).

The observed signals at 170.9 and 181.1 ppm in addition
to the CH signals observed respectively at 88.5 and 98.8 ppm
for F and H confirmed the presence of CH groups that
are strongly deshielded and proximal to carboxonium ions,
consistent with the proposed cyclic carboxonium ions.17 Inter-
estingly, the quaternary carbon at 157.1 ppm and a CH signal
at 116.7 ppm proved the presence of a formed double bond
after reaction of 1f under these conditions (21.6 mol% SbF5).
These observations, combined with the shielded conjugated
carboxonium ion (159.4 ppm), are in accordance with the
structure of oxazolinium ionG. It should be noted that for all
of the postulated intermediates, the observed chemical shift
values are in good agreement with the calculated data.16 On
the basis of this study, the involvement of the cyclic carbox-
onium ions shown in Scheme 6 can be postulated. Whereas
five-membered-ring carboxonium ion F is not electrophilic
enough to be fluorinated, the withdrawing effect of the chlo-
rine atom in G0 makes possible the superelectrophilic acti-
vation,18 and fluorination occurs. Interestingly, the effect of
the cyclic shape of the chlorinated cyclic carboxonium ions
on the fluorination process is dramatic. Whereas five- and
seven-membered-ring carboxonium ions (intermediates I

and K) give fluorinated products, making them superelec-
trophiles, the corresponding six-membered rings (intermedi-
ates H and J) cannot be fluorinated (or are fluorinated very
slowly in the case of dication H) and cannot be considered
as superelectrophiles. To the best of our knowledge, this is
the first time that the relative superelectrophilic character of
polycationic intermediates has been shown to be influen-
ced by their geometry in addition to charge repulsion. In

SCHEME 3. Reaction of Amides and Imides in SuperacidicHF/

SbF5

SCHEME 5. Results from Low-Temperature (-20 �C) 13C
NMR Studies of Amides 10f and 1f and Imide 1j Dissolved in HF/

SbF5 (Compared to Theoretical Values in ppm)

TABLE 3. Reactivity of Unsaturated Imides and Amides
a

aReaction conditions B: SbF5 (13.6 mol %), 10 min. bYield obtained
after flash chromatography. cReaction time= 24 h. dComplex mixture.

SCHEME 4. Proposed Reaction Mechanism Involving Cyclic

Carboxonium Ions
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addition, even if it should be recognized that “electrophilic
assistance” (solvation, association) by the superacidic med-
ium could occur in this context,19 the involvement of amono-
cationic intermediate such as cyclic carboxonium ion G0 has
not been reported to date in a superelectrophilic activation
process.

We next turned our attention to the synthetic opportunity
provided by these new gem-chlorofluorinated derivatives
(Scheme 7). First, a new chlorofluorinated amine building
block 5 was synthesized in 62% yield after treatment of
phtalimide 2e with hydrazine. Alternatively, imide 2e could
also be used to access original fluoroenimide 6 after basic
elimination. Interestingly, Woodward recently reported an
elegant synthesis of β-functionalized hydroxylamines via the
Owari rearrangement of β-chloro-N-oxides.20 With chloro-
fluorinated amines, we thought that the strongly inductive
withdrawing effect of the fluorine atom in the geminal posi-
tion should activate this transformation. Gratifyingly, after
in situ formation of the correspondingN-oxide, ring closure,
and nucleophilic ring opening with the formed benzoate,
fluorinated N-oxide 7 could be obtained in 77% yield under
optimized conditions. It should be pointed out that no C-F
bond cleavage occurred under our conditions.21

In summary, we have described a new, selective, one-
step synthetic route to novel gem-chlorofluorinated and
gem-difluorinated nitrogen-containing compounds starting
from easily accessible starting materials. In addition, for the
first time, we have proved the involvement of a monoca-
tionic superelectrophile in a fluorination reaction in super-
acid. Furthermore, the cyclic shape of the cyclic chlorinated
carboxonium ions has been proved to be crucial for this new
superelectrophilic activated fluorination process in the
superacid HF/SbF5. We believe that this novel, powerful
synthetic methodology, which is based on cationic R-chloro-
nium ion activation, allows access to a new class of fluorinated

organicmolecules that will prove to be useful building blocks
for many applications in the life sciences. As already proved
by the recent development of Javlor, such a process could
also be used on more elaborated substrates.

Experimental Section

The authors draw the reader’s attention to the dangerous
features of superacid chemistry. Handling of hydrogen fluoride
and antimony pentafluoridemust be done by experienced chem-
ists with all of the necessary safety arrangements in place.

Synthesis of gem-Chlorofluorinated Compounds. Optimized

Procedure: Conditions A. To a HF/SbF5 mixture (3 mL,
3.8 mol % SbF5) was added substrate (1 mmol). The mixture
was magnetically stirred at the same temperature for 10 min of
reaction time, after which the reaction mixture was neutralized
with water/ice/Na2CO3 until pH 9 was attained and then ex-
tracted with dichloromethane (�3). The combined organic
phases were dried (MgSO4) and concentrated in vacuo. Pro-
ducts were isolated by column chromatography over silica gel.

Compound 2a: 1-(4-(2-Chloro-2-fluoropropyl)piperazin-1-yl)-
ethanone. The optimized procedure (maintained at-20 �C) was
followed. Purification by flash column chromatography [99.5/
0.5 dichloromethane/NH3(aq)] gave 164 mg of the title com-
pound (74%).

1HNMR (300MHz, CDCl3, ppm): 1.93 (d, 3JH-F=19.4Hz,
3H, H-30 0), 2.06 (s, 3H, H-2), 2.57 (m, 4H, H-30), 2.78 (dd, 3JH-F

=24.2Hz, 2JH-H=14.3Hz, 1H,H-10 0), 2.94 (dd, 3JH-F=14.3
Hz, 2JH-H= 14.3 Hz, 1H, H-10 0), 3.42 and 3.57 (2 m, 4H, H-20).
13C NMR (75 MHz, CDCl3, ppm): 21.7 (s, CH3, C-2), 28.4 (d,
2JC-F=25Hz, CH3, C-3

00), 41.9 and 46.8 (2 s, 2CH2, C-2
0), 54.4

and 54.6 (s, CH2, C-3
0), 67.8 (d, 2JC-F = 22 Hz, CH2, C-1

0 0),
114.3 (d, 1JC-F = 243 Hz, 1C, C-20 0), 169.3 (s, C-1). 19F {1H}
NMR (282 MHz, CDCl3, ppm): -99.3. MS (GCT, CIþ) m/z
(relative intensity%): 222 (2), 224 (5), 187 (80). HRMS (ESI)m/
z: calcd for C9H16N2OF 35Cl, 222.0935; found, 222.0930.
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