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A unique heteronuclear Schiff base compound, [(NiL)Na(NiL)]ClO4 (1), derived from the compartmental
Schiff base ligand N,N′-(1,2-Phenylene)-bis(3-methoxysalicylideneimine) (H2L) has been prepared and its
molecular structure has been elucidated on the basis of X-ray crystallography. The compound contains an
octa-coordinated Na+ in trigonal dodecahedral geometry and two terminal square planar Ni(II).
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The synthesis of hetero-nuclear compounds continues to be an
intensive and challenging area of investigation since long. Among the
many interesting aspects of these species, most important are their
electrochemical and magnetic properties. On the other hand, recent
developments in the field of supramolecular chemistry have shown
that small building blocks can lead, through self-assembly processes,
to large, well-defined structures, which are held together by non-
covalent interactions such as hydrogen bonds [1,2] and metal–ligand
coordination [3–7]. In this field, coordination supramolecular chem-
istry has progressed remarkably and important achievements have
been made in the design and preparation of multidentate ligands
capable of participating in complicated molecular structures upon
complexation, in predeterminedmanners,with transitionmetals [8,9].
The family of salen ligands provides good examples of these types of
ligands which coordinate to various kinds of transition and typical
metals in a tetradentate fashion to give stable compounds, some of
which are used as catalysts for organic reactions[10–12], models of
reaction centers of metalloenzymes[13,14], nonlinear optical mate-
rials[15,16], and building blocks for interlocked molecules [17].

In recent years, the multi-nucleating properties of the
compartmental Schiff base ligand, H2L [=N,N′-(1,2-Phenylene)-
bis(3-methoxysalicylideneimine)], obtained by the condensation
of 3-methoxysalicylaldehyde and o-phenylenediamine, have been
used to prepare discrete heterodinuclear 3d/alkali-metal and
3d/4f metal compounds, where the 3d ion is coordinated by the
N2O2 compartment and the alkali-metal or the 4f metal ions by the
O2O2 compartment of the ligand without exception. The isolated
compounds were formulated as LMM/X [18] or LMLnX[19–25],
where L stands for the ligand, M for the 3d ion (mainly Zn(II) and
Cu(II)), M/ for alkali metals, Ln for the 4f metals, and X for the anionic
species [26,27]. To the best of our knowledge, there are no reports on
the preparation of trinuclear cationicM2M/ compoundwith a ClO4

− as
the counter ion. In the present paper, we report the facile synthesis,
characterisation, redox behavior and magnetic property of a tri-
nuclear compound, [(NiL)Na(NiL)]ClO4 (1).

Compound 1was readily obtained by refluxing H2L with Ni(ClO4)2
and NaClO4 in methanol [28]. X-ray quality dark red single crystals of
1 were obtained from DMF solution by slow evaporation at room
temperature [29]. The ligand was prepared by the 1:2 condensation of
the o-phenylenediamine with 3-methoxysalicylaldehyde in methanol
following the literature method [30]. The ligand was then made to
react with a mixture of Ni(ClO4)2 and NaClO4 to prepare trinuclear
compound 1 (Scheme 1). In absence of NaClO4, a different compound
[NiL] was formed, the structure of which was reported elsewhere [31].
The same ligand when made to react with CuCl2 and NaCl, Na+ was
found to be hexa-coordinated by the O2O2 compartment of the ligand,
chloride ion and a solvent molecule, CH3OH [18]. However, no crystal
structure was reported where the ligand was utilised to form
trinuclear compound. All the preparations, reported in the literature,
were carried out at room temperature by simple stirring, whereas we
prepared compound 1 by refluxing. The elevated temperature might
provide the energy to overcome the activation barrier for preparing a
compound with trigonal dodecahedron Na+ coordinated by eight O
atoms of two NiL fragments, thus producing the first trinuclear Ni–
Na–Ni compound with this ligand.
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Fig. 1. ORTEP3 diagram of compound 1with 30% ellipsoid probability. Hydrogen atoms
and perchlorate are not shown for clarity. Selected bond distances (Å): Ni(1)–O(2)
1.843(10), Ni(1)–O(3) 1.857(8), Ni(1)–N(1) 1.848(14), Ni(1)–N(2) 1.843(12), Ni(2)–O
(6) 1.853(10), Ni(2)–O(7) 1.837(10), Ni(2)–N(3) 1.856(18), Ni(2)–N(4) 1.826(15), Na
(1)–O(1) 2.526(12), Na(1)–O(2) 2.543(10), Na(1)–O(3) 2.554(11), Na(1)–O(4) 2.561
(12), Na(1)–O(5) 2.507(12), Na(1)–O(6) 2.528(12), Na(1)–O(7) 2.524(10), and Na
(1)–O(8) 2.530(11). Bond angles are given in Supplementary Tables S1 and S2.
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Elemental analysis (carbon, hydrogen and nitrogen) was per-
formed using a Perkin-Elmer 240C elemental analyzer. IR spectrum in
KBr (4500–500 cm−1) was recorded using a Perkin-Elmer RXI FT-IR
spectrophotometer. Electronic spectrum in DMF (800–200 nm) was
recorded in a Hitachi U-3501 spectrophotometer. The magnetic
susceptibility measurement was done with an EG & PAR vibrating
sample magnetometer, model 155 at room temperature and diamag-
netic corrections were made using Pascal's constants. Electrochemical
measurement was performed in DMF solution under a dry nitrogen
atmosphere in conventional three electrode configurations using Pt
disk working electrode, Pt auxiliary electrode and Ag/AgCl reference
electrode, with TBAP (Tetrabutylammonium Perchlorate) as support-
ing electrolyte in the potential range from−2 to 2 V and uncorrected
for junction contribution. The value for the Fc–Fc+ couple under our
conditions is 0.39 V.

In the IR spectrum of compound 1, a distinct band due to the
azomethine (C=N) group at 1613 cm−1 is customarily noticed [32–
34]. The sharp, strong, single peak at 1092 cm−1 gives evidence for
the presence of ionic perchlorate in it [35]. The electronic spectrum
shows that absorption bands of 1 occur below 486 nm. Lack of any
electronic transition at longer wavelengths indicates a large crystal-
field splitting and is consistent with the square planar geometry of Ni
(II) [36]. Room temperature magnetic susceptibility measurement
shows that the trinuclear compound is diamagnetic, thereby
indicating the presence of magnetically non-coupled square planar
Ni(II).

The trinuclear structure of 1, as shown in Fig. 1, contains a sodium
and two nickel atoms in an approximately linear arrangement. A
central Na+ core is linked to two neutral NiL via four phenolate O
Scheme 1. Synthetic rou
atoms and four methoxy O atoms from salen-type Schiff base ligand
(H2L). The Na+ is eight-coordinated in trigonal-dodecahedron
geometry (Fig. 2), which is rarely scarce except for Na+ coordinated
with adequate crown ether ligands. The Na-O(phenolate) distances
are 2.528(12), 2.524(10), 2.543(10), and 2.554(11) Å; and the
distances of Na-O(methoxy) are larger than that of Na-O(phenolate)
distances. The dihedral angle between the mean planes passing
through [O(1)–O(2)–O(3)–O(4)] and [O(5)–O(6)–O(7)–O(8)] is
72.87°, suggesting that the two sets of salen-type Schiff base ligands
tine of complex 1.
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Fig. 2. Trigonal dodecahedral geometry of Na+ in compound 1.
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are almost orthogonal. Both the Ni atoms are four-coordinated in an
approximately square-planar geometry constructed by two imine N
atoms and two phenolate O atoms. Sum of the different angles around
the Ni atoms is almost 360° [360.07 for Ni(1) and 360.1for Ni(2)]
indicating very slightly distorted square-planar geometry around the
Ni atoms. The distortion may conveniently be measured by the trans
angles that are ideally 180° for a square-planar compound and 109.5°
in a tetrahedral compound. The trans angles are found to be 177.1(6)
{O(2)–Ni(1)–N(1)}, 176.1(6) {N(2)–Ni(1)–O(2)}, 174.9(6) {O(6)–Ni
(2)–N(4)} and 177.7(8) {O(7)–Ni(2)–N(3)}. Deviations of the
coordinating atoms O(2), O(3), N(1) and N(2) for Ni(1) fragment
from the least-square mean plane through them are −0.039(10),
0.040(9), 0.039(15), and −0.040(13) Å respectively. For Ni(2)
fragment, deviations of the coordinating atoms O(6), O(7), N(3) and
N(4) from the least-square mean plane through them are −0.049
(11), 0.049(10), 0.05(2), and −0.048(17) Å respectively. The intra-
molecular separations between Ni(1)···Ni(2) is 7.18 Å, whereas Ni
(1)···Na(1) and Ni(2)···Na(1) separations are 3.614 Å and 3.601 Å
respectively. None of these distances are sufficiently short to imply
any metal–metal bonding or to allow intra-metal spin exchange
through mutual interaction. The {Ni(1)–O(2)–Na(1)}, {Ni(1)–O(3)–
Na(1)}, {Ni(2)–O(6)–Na(1)} and {Ni(2)–O(7)–Na(1)} angles are
110.0(5), 109.0(4), 109.6(5) and 110.4(5) respectively.

Compound 1 shows one quasi reversible Ni(III)/Ni(II) couple at
E1/2=1.17 (vs. Ag/AgCl) which corresponds to the first electron
abstraction from the compound and is consistent with [NiL]+/[NiL]
couple. The reversible Ni(II)/Ni(I) couple at E1/2=−1.11 can be
assigned to the electron addition to Ni(II) compound to form Ni(I)
species. The E1/2 and ΔEp values for these redox couples are given in
the Supplementary Table S3. It has been observed that no well defined
oxidative or reductive responses could be observed on running fur-
ther in the positive or negative potential. The single-electron nature of
the voltammograms has been confirmed by the comparison of current
heights for the compounds and that of a simple [Fe(bipy)3]2+

compound under identical conditions [37]. The criteria of reversibility
were checked by observing constancy of peak–peak separation
(ΔEp=Epa - Epc) and the ratio of peak heights (ipa/ipc~1) with
variation of scan rates [38]. The results of cyclic voltammetry also
closely resemble that of the similar reported compounds, which serve
as further evidences for similar structural and electronic properties
[39]. All the redox signals remain virtually invariant under different
scan rates (0.01–1.0 Vs−1) in the temperature range 300–280 K.
Solvent dependent shift and change in electrochemical reversibility of
redox couples are not noteworthy.

The isolation and crystal structure determination of the trinuclear
compound, [(NiL)Na(NiL)]ClO4, unambiguously show for the first
time that the salen type compartmental Schiff base N,N′-(1,2-
Phenylene)-bis(3-methoxysalicylideneimine), which was hitherto
used to prepare dinuclear compounds only, can also be used to
synthesise trinuclear compounds as well. Such bonding mode was
unprecedented for the ligand. Thus it opens up new possibilities for
the synthesis of such type of compounds.
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Appendix A. Supplementary material

Crystallographic data for the analysis have been deposited with
the Cambridge Crystallographic data Centre, CCDC No 805837. The
data can be obtained free of charge from CCDC via www.ccdc.cam.ac.
uk/data_request/cif. Supplementary data to this article can be found
online at doi:10.1016/j.inoche.2011.05.009.
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