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Pictet–Spengler condensation of 2,5-bis(2-phenyl-1-aminoethyl)pyrrole using glacial acetic acid afforded
only one diastereomer of unreported tetrasubstituted-octahydro-3,6-diazacarbazoles. These were readily
dehydrogenated to tetrasubstituted-3,6-diazacarbazoles. The stereoselectivity in the Pictet–Spengler
reaction has been demonstrated using single crystal X-ray analysis.
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Diazacarbazole is a ring system obtained by substituting two
carbons of carbazole skeleton by two nitrogen atoms. They are
frequently exploited as carbazole bioisosteres in the design of
biologically interesting molecules.1 Many of these compounds
show diverse biological activities, such as Sarcoma 180 inhibitor,2,3

potential antineoplastic4 and cytotoxic activities towards L1210
leukaemia cells.5

The Pictet–Spengler reaction6 has been shown to be useful and
important for the synthesis of tetrahydro-isoquinoline, tetrahydro-
b-carboline and tetrahydro-azaindole ring systems, which are
present in numerous natural and synthetic organic compounds
possessing various biological activities.7–9 There are a few re-
ports3,5,10–12 available in the literature for the synthesis of substi-
tuted 3,6-diazacarbazoles and only one report for the synthesis
of disubstituted-octahydro-3,6-diazacarbazoles using Pictet–
Spengler condensation in HCl.13 Considering the biological
importance there is a need of good synthetic routes towards these
compounds. In continuation with our earlier7d,8b work in diaste-
reoselective Pictet–Spengler reactions using glacial acetic acid,
we herein describe these reactions for the synthesis of new tetra-
substituted-octahydro-3,6-diazacarbazoles and their further dehy-
drogenation to 3,6-diazacarbazoles.
ll rights reserved.
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rkar).
In the earlier work, silica gel has been used as a solid catalyst for
Michael addition reactions where monoalkylated pyrroles were
obtained selectively along with little amount of dialkylated pyr-
roles in some cases.14 To achieve the exclusive formation of dialky-
lated pyrroles, the above reactions were carried out at 150 �C using
excess amounts of nitro-olefins.

Thus, pyrrole 1 and nitro-olefin 2a (in 1:3 ratio) were loaded on
silica gel and heated at 150 �C for 15 min. This reaction furnished
exclusively the expected dialkylated pyrrole 3a in 91% yield as
shown in Scheme 1. Subsequently, the same reaction was carried
out using other nitro-olefins 2b–e resulting in dialkylated products
3b–e (Scheme 1, Table 1). All dialkylated pyrroles were character-
ised by comparing the spectral data with the reported values.14,15

Thus a new method for an exclusive formation of dialkylated pyr-
roles was developed by using excess of nitro-olefins and heating at
150 �C. These products could serve as important intermediates for
the synthesis of biologically active compounds.

After generalizing the conjugate addition of pyrrole, the nitro
compound 3a was reduced using freshly prepared Raney Nickel
in methanol to obtain a new amino compound 4 as a diastereo-
meric mixture in the ratio of 1:1 (Scheme 2).

Further, treatment of amine 4 with benzaldehyde in the pres-
ence of glacial acetic acid in dichloromethane furnished tetra-
phenyl-octahydro-3,6-diazacarbazole 5a melting at 229–231 �C
in 43% yield as shown in Scheme 2. The product 5a was a single
diastereomer which was revealed from 1H and 13C NMR.16 In
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Table 1
Time and yield for Michael adducts 3a–e

Compd no. Ar Time (min) Yielda (%)

3a Phenyl 15 91
3b 4-Methoxyphenyl 20 89
3c 3,4-Dimethoxyphenyl 20 88
3d 2-Furyl 15 90
3e 2-Thienyl 15 91

a Products 3a–e are mixture of diastereomers.
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Scheme 1. Reaction of pyrrole with nitro-olefin.
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addition to this product, one diastereomer of starting amino com-
pounds was recovered from the original reaction mixture in 33%
yield which was confirmed by 1H NMR. In the starting amino com-
pound 4 (diastereomeric mixture), there were two singlets at 5.84
and 5.87 ppm with equal intensity where as in the recovered
product only one singlet was observed at 5.83 ppm. The other re-
gions in the 1H NMR spectrum also indicated simplification of
the signals consistent with the recovered product being a single
diastereomer.17

To investigate the stereochemistry of the diastereomer 5a, a
single crystal was prepared and X-ray analysis was carried out
which unambiguously showed that the diastereomer of 5a has S,
R, S and R relative configurations at C1, C4, C5 and C8, respectively,
as shown in Figure 1.18

This indicated trans geometry at C1 and C4 and at C5 and C8 and
cis geometry at C1 and C8 and at C4 and C5. From this observation it
is revealed that amongst the mixture of two diastereomers of the
starting amino compound, only one isomer reacted and other
was recovered from the Pictet–Spengler condensation. The diaste-
reoselectivity obtained in the above mentioned reaction can be
attributed to slow and selective reaction in the presence of glacial
acetic acid.

Further, dehydrogenation of 5a by heating in a sealed tube at
120 �C with 5% Pd/C in xylene furnished 1,4,5,8-tetraphenyl-3,6-
diazacarbazole 6a. The structure was confirmed using analytical
and spectral data.19

After getting a successful diastereoselective reaction using ace-
tic acid as a catalyst, it was decided to generalize the stereoselec-
tivity in these reactions. Thus, condensation of the amine 4 with
benzaldehydes having electron donating (4-methoxybenzalde-
hyde) and electron withdrawing (4-nitrobenzaldehyde) substitu-
ents afforded new compounds 5b and c, respectively, in a
diastereoselective manner (Scheme 2). Since the X-ray revealed
the geometry of compound 5a to be as shown in Figure 1, it was
presumed that the compounds 5b and c should have the similar
geometry.

In the last step, dehydrogenation of tetrasubstituted-octahydro-
3,6-diazacarbazoles 5b and c furnished tetrasubstituted-3,6-dia-
zacarbazole 6b and c, respectively. During the Pictet–Spengler
condensation step compounds 6a and b were also obtained in very
minor amounts. The presence of them was confirmed by TLC.

A diastereoselective method was established for the synthesis
of octahydro-3,6-diazacarbazoles using Pictet–Spengler condensa-
tion in glacial acetic acid. This method was used for synthesizing
three new tetrasubstituted-octahydro-3,6-diazacarbazoles 5a, b
and c which were dehydrogenated to tetrasubstituted-3,6-diazac-
arbazoles 6a, b and c. The structure and stereochemistry of com-
pound 5a were unambiguously established as S, R, S and R at C1,
C4, C5 and C8, respectively, using single crystal X-ray analysis.
The importance of new tetrasubstituted-3,6-diazacarbazoles lies
in their structural similarity with biphenyls and thus may exhibit
atropisomerism.
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