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Compound 1 is a potent and selective antagonist of the dopamine D3 receptor. With the aim of developing
a carbon-11 labeled ligand for the dopamine D3 receptor, 1 was selected as a potential PET probe. [11C]1
was obtained by palladium catalyzed cross coupling using [11C]cyanide and 4 with a specific activity of
55.5 ± 25.9 GBq/lmol (1.5 ± 0.7 Ci/lmol). [11C]1 was tested in porcine and non-human primate models to
assess its potential as a radioligand for PET imaging of the dopamine D3 receptor. We conclude that in
both species and despite appropriate in vitro properties, [11C]1 does not show any specific signal for
the dopamine D3 receptor.

� 2009 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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In 1990, Sokoloff et al. first cloned, characterized and reported the
dopamine (DA) D3 receptor subtype.1 The expression pattern of D3

mRNA in rat and human brain are comparable, with high expression
primarily in limbic system areas (globus pallidus, caudate, putamen,
and medial thalamus). Various anatomical, pharmacological, and ge-
netic observations suggest that the DA D3 receptor might be involved
in Parkinson’s disease, schizophrenia, and drug addiction.2

Although potent and selective DA D3 receptor antagonists can be
found in the literature3 and despite tremendous efforts from a num-
ber of groups, relatively little progress has been made in identifying a
selective DA D3 radioligand.4–6 To the best of our knowledge, only
[11C]PHNO, a probe firstly described as a DA D2 radioligand can be
used with PET to map the DA D3 receptor.7,8 PHNO is an agonist that
binds to both the D2 (pKi = 8.2) and the D3 (pKi = 9.7) receptors.9 Non-
human primate studies have recently demonstrated that it is possi-
ble to extract the DA D3 signal from the analysis of regional
[11C]PHNO data which indicated that the ubtantia-(>90%) and glo-
bus pallidum (60%) binding potentials were mostly D3.10 Although
[11C]PHNO is currently the best available tool for imaging the D3
All rights reserved.
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DA receptor its routine use to examine all D3 DA rich brain regions
is complicated by its adjunct affinity at the D2 receptor. To use
[11C]PHNO as a tool for imaging D3 receptors throughout the brain
would require the use of a selective D3 blocker, which is difficult.
Thus, the identification of a selective DA D3 PET radioligand would
be an important advance in this research field.

A large number of molecules have been identified as part of our
research towards a DA D3 antagonist, some with nanomolar affin-
ity and a good selectivity profile over other dopaminergic recep-
tors. In this Letter, we describe the synthesis and in vitro
properties of 1 (Fig. 1), its radiosynthesis and subsequent in vivo
evaluation as a PET probe in pig and monkey.12

Synthesis ofcompound 1 is depicted inScheme 1. 1-(2-Chloroethyl)-
2-imidazolidinone 2 was reacted with 4-(trifluoromethyl)
1

Figure 1.
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Scheme 1. Reagents and conditions: (a) K2CO3, NMP, 100 �C, 2 � 10 min, cooling, 90%; (b) [trans-2-aminocyclohexyl]amine, CuI, KOH, toluene, MW, overnight, 25%.
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piperidine hydrochloride and potassium carbonate in NMP at 100 �C,
affording 1-{2-[4-(trifluoromethyl)-1-piperidinyl]ethyl}-2-imidazolid-
inone3 ingood yield (90%).Compound3was treatedwith 3-iodobenzo-
nitrile or 1,3-diiodobenzene, [trans-2-aminocyclohexyl]amine, copper
iodide, and potassium hydroxide in toluene, under microwave irradia-
tion,affording 1or 1-(3-iodophenyl)-3-{2-[4-(trifluoromethyl)-1-pipe-
ridinyl]ethyl}-2-imidazolidinone 4, which was purified by preparative
HPLC.13

As reported previously, compound 1 is a potent (pKi = 9.1)
antagonist for the DA D3 receptor.11 The selectivity profile of 1
was assessed by filtration binding assays on human DA D3 and
D2 receptors and demonstrated a 100-fold selectivity for the D3

DA over D2 DA receptor. Further assays indicated that it was selec-
tive (1000-fold) over serotoninergic receptors (5HT1A, 5HT1B,
5HT1D, 5HT2A, 5HT2C, 5HT6, and 5HT7) and adrenergic receptors (al-
pha1A and alpha1B).14 The high affinity for the DA D3 receptor was
retained in rat and pig native tissues (Table 1).11

Compound 1 displayed a suitable pharmacokinetic profile for iv
administration in rat, with good brain penetration (brain to blood
concentration ratio = 6.4) and high free (protein-unbound) fraction
(15.1%) in the brain. Binding to plasma protein was low in both rat
(72%) and pig (61%).11

Lipophilicity measurements at pH 7.4 of 1 were similar as deter-
mined by HPLC (CHI-log D = 2.9)15 and by a phosphate buffer (pH
7.4): octanol shake flask method (log D = 2.7, n = 3; maximum
range, +5%). These lipophilicity measures are in the accepted range
for CNS PET tracers (log D between 1 and 3).16

Overall, compound 1 displays acceptable physico-chemical and
in vitro properties necessary for a PET radioligand. Moreover, the
Table 1
DA (human D2, D3, rat and pig D3) receptor affinities, brain penetration, and lipophilicity

hpKi DA D2 hpKi DA D3 pKi rat NT pKi pig

1 6.8 9.1 9.1 9.1

Affinity results. SEM for D3 and D2 filtration binding data is ±0.2. NT: native tissue.
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Scheme 2. Reagents and conditions: (a) [11C]CN�, Pd2dba3, dppf, KHCO3, NMP, 80 �C, 3 m
HPLC.
cyanide and urea functional groups are suitable sites for labeling
with carbon-11. Therefore, radiosynthesis of [11C]1 was carried
out and PET imaging experiments in pigs and monkeys conducted
to investigate its potential as a PET ligand to image the D3 receptor
in vivo.

Because of its robustness, radiolabeling with [11C]cyanide label-
ing route was chosen.17 Radiosynthesis of [11C]1 was accomplished
via a palladium(0)-catalyzed cross coupling between the iodide 4
and [11C]cyanide using Pd2dba3�CHCl3/dppf and KHCO3 as base in
either NMP (80 �C for 3 min) or DMF (100 �C for 5 min). The crude
product was purified by reverse-phase HPLC and the fraction con-
taining the product was diluted with water and concentrated
through a C18 SepPak cartridge. Elution of the retained product
from the cartridge with ethanol and formulation with saline
yielded 899 ± 326 MBq (24.3 ± 8.8 mCi) of [11C]1 at the end of syn-
thesis (EOS) (n = 7). Specific activity at EOS was 55.5 ± 25.9 GBq/
lmol (1.5 ± 0.7 Ci/lmol) and both chemical and radiochemical
purities were greater than 99%. (Scheme 2).18

To assess the binding profile of [11C]1, firstly, a series of block-
ing studies were performed in the Landrace pig (n = 2) with
SB277011, a high affinity (pKi = 8.0 for D3) and selective (Ki D3/
D2 < 100) D3 antagonist as the blocking agent.19 After bolus injec-
tion of 320 ± 122 MBq (8.7 ± 3.3 mCi), compound [11C]1 readily
entered the brain and a homogeneous distribution was observed
at both baseline and following iv administration of SB277011
(Fig. 2). No lipophilic metabolite was observed and the radioli-
gand displayed a moderate rate of metabolism with �50% of par-
ent remaining in the plasma at 30 min after radioligand
injection.20
of 1
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Figure 2. [11C]1 uptake images in the pig brain, summed from 0 to 90 min post-
injection at baseline. Axial (A), coronal (B), and sagital (C) sections (striatum
region).

Figure 4. [11C]1 uptake images summed from 60 to 90 min post-injection at
baseline (B) and after SB277011 (C). Corresponding MRI images (A).
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Figure 5. Regional binding potentials from baseline-blocking experiments in
rhesus monkey.
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Binding potential (BPND) values were estimated indirectly from
total distribution volumes derived from a one tissue compartment
model in the D3 DA target regions of interest (globus pallidus, cau-
date, putamen, and medial thalamus). Only small values for BPND

were observed at baseline for all target regions (�0.2) and these
values were unaffected following administration of SB277011
(Fig. 3). These data did not support the existence of a specific D3

DA signal with [11C]1 in the pig.
The candidate radioligand was then evaluated in Rhesus mon-

keys using the same SB277011 blocking paradigm.21 In the monkey
[11C]1 also displayed a moderate rate of metabolism with �50% of
parent remaining in plasma after 30 min with no lipophilic metabo-
lites. The plasma free fraction of [11C]1 was 32 ± 5% (n = 6). Figure 4
shows a set of brain PET images summed from 60 to 90 min at the
level of the striatum and globus pallidus and the corresponding ana-
tomical MRI image displaying the same slices. In the brain, equilib-
rium in regional uptake was reached by about 60 min after
injection of [11C]1.

Binding potential was calculated by the equilibrium ratio of re-
gions to cerebellum averaged from 60 to 90 min (Fig. 5). Regional
BPND values were small and unaffected by the SB277011
challenge.22

As observed for the pig, [11C]1 does not display any D3-specific
signal in monkey brains.
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Figure 3. Regional binding potential estimates for [11C]1 at baseline and following
administration of a selective D3 DA antagonist (SB277011) in pig.
To conclude, the synthesis and radiosynthesis of [11C]1 were ro-
bust and straightforward. Physico-chemical and in vitro biological
profiles of 1 were assessed and brain PET imaging in pig and non-
human primate were performed. Despite displaying appropriate
physico-chemical properties, high in vitro binding affinity and
selectivity for the DA D3 receptor, no specific PET signal could be
detected in the pig or monkey in vivo. Hence [11C]1 is not suitable
for imaging the DA D3 receptors. Although the failure of [11C]1 as a
PET radioligand is not completely understood, it indicates that an
in vitro pKi higher than 9.1 for D3 receptors may be required of fu-
ture generation of candidate PET tracers, because of the relatively
low density of this receptor subtype in the brain.
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