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In the so-called thioester method for the condensation of peptide segments, protecting groups for
amino and thiol groups are required for chemoselective ligation. In this study, we developed a novel
thiol protecting group, N-methyl-phenacyloxycarbamidomethyl (Pocam). We used it for protection of
cysteine side chains, and synthesized Pocam-containing peptides and peptide thioesters. These were
condensed by the thioester method. After the condensation reaction, Pocam groups were cleaved by
Zn/AcOH treatment. At the same time, the azido group, which was used for the protection of lysine
side chains, was also converted to an amino group, demonstrating that this protecting group strategy
simplified the deprotecting reaction after the peptide condensation reaction to only one step.

Introduction

The solid-phase peptide synthesis (SPPS) method is generally
limited to a length of approximately less than 50 residues long.
To synthesize long peptide chains, methods for the condensation
of peptide segments, such as native chemical ligation,1 traceless
Staudinger ligation2 and thioester method,3 have been developed.
Although a cysteine residue is usually required at the ligation
point in the native chemical ligation method, there is no limitation
at the ligation point in the thioester method. In return, protecting
groups for amino and thiol groups are required for the chemos-
elective condensation. The tert-butoxycarbonyl (Boc) group was
traditionally used for the amino protecting group.3 Recently, we
demonstrated that the azido group acted as an effective amino
protecting group for SPPS and the peptide condensation reaction
by the thioster method.4 In our previous study, we achieved the
total chemical synthesis of a large glycoprotein using this azido-
based strategy.5 Until now, the acetamidomethyl (Acm) group
was generally used for the protection of a thiol group in peptide
condensation reactions. This protecting group is stable under
acidic and basic conditions used for 9-fluorenylmethoxycarbonyl
(Fmoc)-SPPS method, and specifically removed by silver ion
treatment under weakly basic conditions.6

After the peptide condensation reaction by the thioester
method, the protecting groups on the amino and thiol groups
must be removed. Until now, two deprotection steps were needed;
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for example, Zn/AcOH and silver ion treatments for azido and
Acm groups, respectively. Since the conditions of the deprotecting
reactions, such as solvent and pH, were quite different from each
other, purification step(s) would have been necessary between the
deprotection steps, and the yield of the final product reduced. If
there is a thiol protecting group which is cleaved simultaneously
with amino protecting group, deprotection steps would be simpli-
fied to only one step and the yield might be higher.

In our azido-based strategy, an azido group was converted to an
amino group by reduction using Zn/AcOH.4,5 Since this reaction
can reduce disulfide bonds, disulfide-type protecting groups such
as tert-butylthio can be used for such purpose. Several preparation
methods for peptide thioester compatible with Fmoc-SPPS have
been developed.7,8 In these methods however, an excess amount of
thiol compound is usually used, and disulfide bond cannot remain
intact under such conditions. Therefore, a novel thiol protecting
group that is cleaved by Zn/AcOH but stable under reducing
conditions by thiol compounds is required. In this study, we tried
to develop a novel thiol protecting group with such characteristics.

Results and discussion

Design of the thiol protecting group

We considered that the protected aminomethyl group might act
as a thiol protecting group similarly to the Acm group. The
removal of the amino protecting group generates a thiohemiaminal
structure, and the aminomethyl part is spontaneously cleaved
due to its lability. Since we used an azido group as an amino
protecting group for Lys side chain, it was likely that the azido
group was also valid for the protection of aminomethyl portion.
However, the azidomethyl group on sulfur atom is labile even
under trifluoroacetic acid (TFA) acidic conditions (data not
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shown). Therefore, it is difficult to use it as a thiol protecting group,
and another amino protecting group that could be removed by Zn
reduction was desired.

It is widely known that the phenacyl group is an efficient
protecting group for carboxylic acid and can be removed by the
reducing reaction with Zn powder under acidic conditions.9 It
was likely that the phenacyloxycarbonyl (Poc) group might be a
good candidate for our purpose. To confirm that Poc group acts
efficiently as an amino protecting group, we synthesized Fmoc-
Lys(Poc)-OH and checked its characteristics.

Stability of the phenacyloxycarbonyl group on a Lys side chain

The synthetic route to Fmoc-Lys(Poc)-OH (1) is shown in Scheme
1. 2-Hydroxyacetophenone (2) was treated with disuccinimidyl
carbonate in DMF for 2 h, and then Fmoc-Lys-OH was added to
this solution, giving the desired product 1 in 30% yield.

Scheme 1 Synthesis of Fmoc-Lys(Poc)-OH.

This lysine derivative 1 was introduced to a model peptide, Ser-
Phe-Lys-Tyr-Glu, and the stability of the Poc group was tested.
Starting from Fmoc-Glu(OBut)-Wang resin, the peptide chain
was elongated by the N,N¢-dicyclohexylcarbodiimide (DCC)–1-
hydroxybenzotriazole (HOBt) method. After the peptide chain
assembly, the peptide was cleaved off from the resin by a TFA cock-
tail treatment. On the reversed-phase (RP)-HPLC chromatogram,
two peaks were observed: one (peptide 3) is minor, and the other
(peptide 4) is major with a longer retention time than 3 (See
supplementary Figure†). MALDI-TOF mass analysis revealed
that peptide 3 showed a protonated molecular ion peak at m/z
835.7, which coincided well with the calculated value of the desired
Poc-containing peptide. On the other hand, peptide 4 showed
a protonated ion peak at m/z 817.6, which was smaller than
that of 3 by 18 Da. In the 1H-NMR spectra of 3, a singlet
peak at a chemical shift of 5.33 ppm was observed, which arose
from the methylene group in the phenacyl moiety. On the other
hand, this signal disappeared in the spectrum of 4. These results
suggest that the cyclized product was generated under the acidic
conditions by the proposed mechanism shown in Scheme 2. It
has been demonstrated that a similar reaction was observed in
phenacyloxycarbamide by heating without solvent.10 Although
various TFA cocktails were tested, this undesirable side reaction
could not be suppressed, suggesting that the Poc group is not
suitable for protecting the amino group of primary amines.

On the other hand, if the reaction mechanism shown in Scheme
2 is correct, the Poc group should be still valid for protecting
secondary amines, because the nitrogen atom at the intermediate
lacks nucleophilicity and the reaction could not proceed. There-
fore, it was likely that N-methyl-phenacyloxycarbamidomethyl
group might be a good candidate for the thiol protecting group.

Scheme 2 Proposed mechanism of cyclization at the Poc group.

Synthesis of N a-Fmoc-S-(N-methyl-
phenacyloxycarbamidomethyl)cysteine

Na -Fmoc-S -(N -methyl-phenacyloxycarbamidomethyl)cysteine
[Fmoc-Cys(Pocam)-OH, 5] was synthesized by the procedure
shown in Scheme 3. The carbonyl group of 2 was protected
by ethylene glycol to form ethylene acetal 6 in 55% yield.
Compound 6 was treated with disuccinimidyl carbonate followed
by methylamine, to give compound 7 in 68% yield. The amido
nitrogen of 7 was then hydroxymethylated by HCHO treatment
generating hydroxymethylated compound 8, and then cysteine was
reacted in neat TFA. At this stage, the ethylene acetal structure
was partly decomposed to a carbonyl group, and a mixture of
compound 9 and 10 was obtained. Since these could not be
separated by silica gel chromatography, we used them as a mixture
to the next reaction. The Fmoc group was introduced to the amino
group by Fmoc-OSu treatment, and the product was purified
by silica gel chromatography. The acetal structure was almost
completely lost, and only Fmoc-Cys(Pocam)-OH 5 was obtained.
The yield was 72% over the three steps.

Scheme 3 Synthesis of Fmoc-Cys(Pocam)-OH.

Preparation of Pocam-containing peptide

Using this Cys derivative 5, we tried to synthesize growth-blocking
peptide (GBP) by the thioester method. GBP was originally
isolated from the larval hemolymph of the host armyworm,
Pseudaletia separata, whose development is halted in the last
larval instar stage from parasitization by the parasitoid wasp,
Cotesia hariyai.11 To firstly check the characteristics of the Pocam
group, we introduced 5 into the peptide segment GBP(11–25)
(11), by ordinary Fmoc-SPPS. Starting from Fmoc-Gln(Trt)-
CLEAR Acid resin, the peptide chain was elongated manually
by DCC–HOBt strategy. At Lys20 and Cys19 sites, Fmoc-Lys(N3)-
OH and Fmoc-Cys(Pocam)-OH were used as building blocks,
and the protected peptide resin was successfully obtained. When
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crude peptide was cleaved off from the resin by Reagent K12

treatment at room temperature for 2 h, the Pocam group on
the Cys residue was partly removed (ca. 70%, based on the
peak area on the RP-HPLC chromatogram). To suppress the
removal of the Pocam group, various conditions were tested.
When the TFA cocktail was used at 4 ◦C for 4 h, the Pocam
group almost remained and the other protecting groups, such
as But, Trt, 2,2,4,6,7-pentamethyldihydrobenzofuran-5-sulfonyl
(Pbf) and 2,4-dimethoxybenzyl (Dmb) groups, were clearly re-
moved by the TFA treatment (See Supplementary Figure†). The
desired peptide 11 was obtained in 8.9% yield.

To develop the deprotecting conditions for the Pocam group,
peptide 11 was treated with various conditions (Fig. 1). As
expected, the Pocam group was removed by Zn powder treatment
in aqueous AcOH solution, and the azido group of Lys side chain
was also converted to amino group at the same time, giving a
completely deprotected peptide 12. Interestingly, the Pocam group
was easily removed by TFA treatment at 50 ◦C for 1 h without
decomposition of the azido group, generating partly deprotected

Fig. 1 (A) RP-HPLC elution profiles of GBP(11–25). (a) Purified peptide
11. Observed: m/z 2093.6; calcd: 2093.9 for (M+H)+. (b) After Zn powder
treatment in 50% aqueous AcOH for 1 h. Observed: m/z 1862.6; calcd:
1862.9 for (M+H)+. (c) After TFA cocktail (TFA/H2O/TIS, 93/5/2)
treatment at 50 ◦C for 1 h. Observed: m/z 1888.4; calcd: 1888.8 for
(M+H)+. (d) After reduction by TCEP in 50 mM phosphate buffer (pH
7.0) for 20 h. Observed: m/z 2067.4; calcd: 2067.9 for (M+H)+. Column:
Mightysil RP-18 GP (4.6 ¥ 150 mm), eluent: 0.1% TFA in aqueous
acetonitrile at a flow rate of 1 ml/min. (B) Structure of peptides 11, 12, 13
and 14.

azido-peptide 13. In addition, Tris(2-carboxyethyl)phosphine
(TCEP) treatment at a neutral pH reduced only the azido group
without decomposition of the Pocam group, giving peptide 14.
These results suggest that this protecting group might be useful for
site-specific modification of proteins synthesized by the thioester
method.

Synthesis of growth-blocking peptide

GBP was synthesized by the method shown in Scheme 4.
The N-terminal segment of GBP, GBP(1-10) thioester, was
synthesized by Fmoc-SPPS and N-alkylcysteine (NAC)-assisted
thioesterification reaction.8 Fmoc-(Et)Cys(Trt)-OH was intro-
duced to H-Arg(Pbf)-Arg(Pbf)-NH-resin by the DCC–HOBt
method. After Fmoc removal by piperidine treatment, Fmoc-
Gly-OH was condensed using O-(7-azabenzotriazol-1-yl)-1,1,3,3-
tetramethyluronium hexafluorophosphate (HATU) as a conden-
sation reagent, and then the peptide chain was elongated manually
by the DCC–HOBt method. After the peptide chain assembly,
the crude peptide was cleaved from the resin by the TFA cocktail
treatment at 4 ◦C for 4 h, and dissolved in 50% aqueous acetonitrile
solution containing 5% AcOH. 4-Mercaptophenylacetic acid
(MPAA) was added to the solution at a concentration of 5%.
The thioesterification reaction was almost complete within 20 h,
giving the desired peptide thioester 15 in 2.0% yield (Scheme 4).

Scheme 4 Synthetic route to peptide 15.

The peptide segments, 11 and 15, were condensed by the Ag+-
free thioester method (Scheme 5).13 The segments were mixed
and dissolved in dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO) containing 2% 3-
hydroxy-3,4-dihydro-4-oxo-1,2,3-benzotriazine (HOObt) and 2%
N,N-diisopropylethylamine (DIEA), and the reaction mixture
was held at room temperature. The N-terminal segment 15 was
exhausted within 4 h, and an additional peak corresponding to the
desired product 16 appeared in RP-HPLC chromatogram (Fig. 2).
After the condensation reaction, Fmoc group at the N-terminus
was removed by adding piperidine to give peptide 17. During
condensation and Fmoc-removal steps, no decomposition of the
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Scheme 5 Synthetic route to GBP. (a) 2% HOObt/2% DIEA/DMSO, rt,
4 h. (b) 5% piperidine, rt, 30 min. (c) Zn powder in 50% aqueous AcOH
solution, rt, 1 h. (d) 10% DMSO/50 mM phosphate buffer (pH 7.0), rt,
20 h.

Fig. 2 RP-HPLC elution profiles of peptide condensation and deprotec-
tion. (a) Coupling reaction mixture of 11 and 15 (0 h). (b) Four hours after
the coupling reaction. (c) Reaction mixture after piperidine treatment. (d)
Reaction mixture after Zn/AcOH treatment. Column: Mightysil RP-18
GP (4.6 ¥ 150 mm), eluent: 0.1% TFA in aqueous acetonitrile at a flow
rate of 1 ml/min. Asterisks indicate non-peptidic components.

Pocam groups was observed. The Pocam groups were subsequently
cleaved by Zn powder treatment in an aqueous AcOH solution. At
the same time, the azido group at the Lys side chain was converted
into an amino group without significant side reaction, and the
linear GBP 18 was successfully obtained in 31% yield. Finally,
the disulfide bond was formed by oxidation in a phosphate buffer
containing 10% DMSO, giving the desired product 19 in 52% yield
(Fig. 3).

Synthesis of a-conotoxin SI

To demonstrate the usefulness of Pocam group for the selective
disulfide formation, we synthesized a-conotoxin SI as a model

Fig. 3 RP-HPLC elution profiles of oxidation reaction of GBP. (a) 0 h.
(b) 20 h. Column: Mightysil RP-18 GP (4.6 ¥ 150 mm), eluent: 0.1% TFA
in aqueous acetonitrile at a flow rate of 1 ml/min.

Scheme 6 Synthetic route for a-conotoxin SI. (a) 2% HOObt/2%
DIEA/DMSO, rt, 4 h. (b) 5% piperidine, rt, 30 min. (c) Zn powder in
50% aqueous AcOH solution, rt, 1 h. (d) 10% DMSO/50 mM phosphate
buffer (pH 7.0), rt, 20 h. (e) I2 in CH3OH/H2O containing HCl, rt, 15 min.

(Scheme 6). a-Conotoxin SI is a small peptide neurotoxin isolated
from the venom of fish-hunting cone snail, Conus striatus, and
consists of 13 amino acid residues with four Cys forming two
disulfide bonds.14 This sequence was separated into two segments,
1–8 and 9–13, and these segments were prepared by ordinary
Fmoc-SPPS.

Starting from Fmoc-Rink Amide MBHA resin, the peptide
chain was elongated manually by the DCC–HOBt method, giving
the desired protected peptide resin corresponding to the 9–13
sequence. At Cys13, Fmoc-Cys(Pocam)-OH was used as a building
block. After the TFA cocktail treatment at 4 ◦C for 4 h, the
crude peptide was separated by RP-HPLC, giving the C-terminal
segment 20 in 11% yield.

The N-terminal segment 21 was also synthesized by Fmoc-SPPS
and NAC-assisted thioesterification reaction. As in the synthesis
of peptide 15, two Arg and NAC residues were sequentially
introduced to Rink Amide MBHA resin, and then Fmoc-Gly-
OH was condensed using HATU as a coupling reagent. The

4656 | Org. Biomol. Chem., 2011, 9, 4653–4661 This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2011
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peptide chain was elongated by the DCC–HOBt method. Fmoc-
Cys(Acm)-OH was used at Cys2 and Cys7, and Fmoc-Cys(Pocam)-
OH was introduced at Cys3. After cleaving the crude peptide
from the resin by the TFA cocktail treatment at 4 ◦C for 4 h,
the thioesterification reaction was carried out in 50% aqueous
acetonitrile solution containing 5% AcOH and 5% MPAA at room
temperature for 20 h, giving the desired peptide thioester 21 in 8.0%
yield.

The peptide segments, 20 and 21, were mixed and dissolved in
DMSO containing 2% HOObt and 2% DIEA (Scheme 6). The
N-terminal peptide thioester 21 was almost exhausted within 4
h, and an additional peak corresponding to the desired product
22 appeared in the RP-HPLC chromatogram (Fig. 4). After the
condensation reaction, the Fmoc group at the N-terminus was
removed by adding piperidine to give peptide 23. The Pocam and
azido groups were subsequently cleaved by Zn powder treatment
in an aqueous AcOH solution, and the linear a-conotoxin SI 24

Fig. 4 RP-HPLC elution profiles of peptide condensation and deprotec-
tion. (a) Coupling reaction mixture of 20 and 21 (0 h). (b) Four hours after
the coupling reaction. (c) Reaction mixture after piperidine treatment. (d)
Reaction mixture after Zn/AcOH treatment. Column: Mightysil RP-18
GP (4.6 ¥ 150 mm), eluent: 0.1% TFA in aqueous acetonitrile at a flow
rate of 1 ml/min. Asterisks indicate non-peptidic components.

was successfully obtained in 66% yield. During condensation and
deprotection reactions, no significant side reaction was observed,
and the product was generated in good yield. The disulfide bond
between Cys3–Cys13 was formed by oxidation in a phosphate buffer
containing 10% DMSO, giving desired product 25 in 64% yield
(Fig. 5). Finally, the second disulfide bond between Cys2–Cys7 was
formed by iodine oxidation. Peptide 25 was dissolved in water, and
was added dropwise to I2 solution in methanol containing HCl.
After 15 min, the reaction was quenched with ascorbic acid, and
the product was purified by RP-HPLC, to give the final product
26 in 88% yield.

Fig. 5 RP-HPLC elution profiles of disulfide formation reactions of
a-conotoxin SI. (a) Before disulfide formation. (b) After DMSO oxidation
for 20 h. (c) After iodine oxidation. Column: Mightysil RP-18 GP (4.6 ¥
150 mm), eluent: 0.1% TFA in aqueous acetonitrile at a flow rate of
1 ml/min.

Conclusions

We developed a novel thiol protecting group, Pocam. We chem-
ically synthesized Fmoc-Cys(Pocam)-OH and introduced it into
peptides and peptide thioesters, indicating that the Pocam group
was compatible with Fmoc-SPPS and NAC-assisted thioesterifi-
cation reactions. It was useful for peptide condensation by the
thioester method, and also for selective disulfide formation. The
Pocam group was cleaved simultaneously with azido group by
reduction using Zn/AcOH, demonstrating that the deprotection
reaction after peptide condensation by the thioester method, which
conventionally took two or more steps, was simplified to only one
step.

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2011 Org. Biomol. Chem., 2011, 9, 4653–4661 | 4657
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Experimental

General

Fmoc-(Et)Cys(Trt)-OH8,15 and Fmoc-Lys(N3)-OH4 were prepared
by previously described methods. MALDI-TOF mass spectra
were recorded using a Voyager-DE PRO spectrometer (Applied
Biosystems, CA). Amino acid composition was determined using
a LaChrom amino acid analyzer (Hitachi, Tokyo, Japan) after
hydrolysis with a 6 M HCl solution at 150 ◦C for 2 h in a vacuum-
sealed tube.

Fmoc-Lys(Poc)-OH 1

2-Hydroxyacetophenone (140 mg, 1.0 mmol), disuccinimidyl
carbonate (260 mg, 1.0 mmol), 4-dimethylaminopyridine (12 mg,
0.10 mmol) and N,N-diisopropylethylamine (DIEA, 170 ml,
1 mmol) were dissolved in N,N-dimethylformamide (DMF, 4 ml),
and stirred at room temperature for 1 h. To this solution, Fmoc-
Lys-OH hydrochloride (370 mg, 1.0 mmol) was added and the
solution was stirred overnight. The reaction mixture was diluted
with EtOAc, washed with 1 M HCl and brine, and dried over
Na2SO4. After filtration and concentration in vacuo, the residue
was chromatographed on silica gel with toluene/EtOAc/AcOH
(50/50/1) to give Fmoc-Lys(Poc)-OH 1 (160 mg, 30%, colorless
solid). Rf 0.15 (Toluene/EtOAc/AcOH, 50/50/1). Near UV in
CH3OH: lmax = 251 nm (e 11 900), 264 nm (e 11 800). 1H-NMR
(CDCl3): d 7.87–7.13 (m, 13H, Ar), 5.91 (d, 1H, J = 8.0 Hz, NaH),
5.48 (t, 1H, J = 5.6, NeH), 5.25 [s, 2H, C( O)CH2], 4.38–4.10
(m, 4H, CaH, >CH–CH2–O-), 3.20 (m, 2H, CeH), 1.87 (m, 1H,
CbH), 1.75 (m, 1H, CbH), 1.54–1.44 (m, 4H, CgH, CdH). 13C-
NMR (CDCl3): d 193.9 (COOH), 175.8 (Ph–CO), 156.4 and 156.1
[NH–C(O)–O], 67.0 (>C–CH2–O), 66.3 (CO–CH2–O), 53.6 (Ca),
47.0 (>C–CH2–O), 40.4 (Ce), 31.4 (Cb), 29.0 (Cd), 22.0 (Cg).
MALDI-TOF mass, found: m/z 552.9, calcd: 553.2 for (M+Na)+.

Synthesis of the model peptide containing Poc group

Fmoc-Glu(OBut)-Wang resin (0.55 mmol/g, 36 mg, 20 mmol)
was swelled in N-methylpyrrolidone (NMP) for 30 min, and was
treated with 20% piperidine/NMP for 5 and 15 min. After washing
with NMP, Fmoc-Tyr(But)-OBt, which was prepared by mixing
Fmoc-Tyr(But)-OH (0.1 mmol), 1 M DCC/NMP (100 ml) and 1
M HOBt/NMP (100 ml) at room temperature for 30 min, was
added and the reaction mixture was vortexed at 50 ◦C for 1
h. The resin was washed with NMP and 50% dichloromethane
(DCM)/CH3OH, treated with 10% Ac2O/5% DIEA/NMP for
5 min, and washed with NMP. Fmoc-Lys(Poc)-OH, Fmoc-Phe-
OH and Fmoc-Ser(But)-OH were sequentially introduced to the
resin by the same manner as for Tyr residue, and H-Ser(But)-Phe-
Lys(Poc)-Tyr(But)-Glu(OBut)-OCH2-resin (49 mg) was obtained.
The resin was treated with 95% aqueous TFA solution (1 ml)
at room temperature for 2 h. TFA was removed under nitrogen
stream and the peptide was precipitated with diethyl ether. After
washing twice with ether, the precipitant was dried under vacuum.
The crude peptide was separated by RP-HPLC on a Mightysil
RP-18 GP column with a linear gradient of acetonitrile containing
0.1% TFA.

N-Methyl-O-phenacylcarbamate ethylene acetal 7

2-Hydroxyacetophenone (540 mg, 4.0 mmol) was mixed with ethy-
lene glycol (2.0 ml) in dichloromethane (2 ml) and 4-N HCl/1,4-
dioxane (1 ml). The solution was stirred at room temperature for
2 d. The solvent was removed under reduced pressure, and the
residue was chromatographed on silica gel with toluene/EtOAc
(3/1) to give compound 6 (400 mg, 55%). Then, 6 (290 mg,
1.6 mmol) was mixed with disuccinimidyl carbonate (410 mg,
1.6 mmol), 4-dimethylaminopyridine (20 mg, 0.16 mmol) and
DIEA (280 ml, 1 mmol) in DMSO (3 ml), and the solution was
stirred at room temperature for 1 h. To this solution, methylamine
hydrochloride (110 mg, 1.6 mmol) and DIEA (280 ml, 1.6 mmol)
was added, and the mixture was stirred for 1 h. The solution
was diluted with EtOAc, washed with 1 M HCl and brine, and
dried over Na2SO4. After filtration and concentration in vacuo, the
residue was chromatographed on silica gel with toluene/EtOAc
(3/1) to give compound 7 (260 mg, 68%, colorless amorphous). Rf

0.23 (Toluene/EtOAc, 3/1). Near UV in CH3OH: lmax = 260 nm (e
1,600). 1H-NMR (CDCl3): d 7.52–7.28 (m, 5H, Ar), 4.96 (brs, 1H,
NH), 4.32 [s, 2H, C( O)CH2], 4.07 (m, 2H, -O–CH2–CH2–O-),
3.86 (m, 2H, -O–CH2-CH2–O-), 2.74 (d, 3H, J = 5.2 Hz, CH3).
13C-NMR (CDCl3): d 156.6 (C O), 139.3, 128.5, 128.1, 126.0 and
126.0 [Ph–C(O)2, Ar], 66.8 (>C–CH2–O), 65.2 (O–CH2–CH2–O),
27.5 (N–CH3).

Fmoc-Cys(Pocam)-OH 5

Compound 7 (260 mg, 1.1 mmol) was dissolved in
dimethoxyethane (1.5 ml), and 36% aqueous formaldehyde so-
lution (0.50 ml) and Na2CO3 (120 mg1.1 mmol) were added. After
stirring at room temperature for 2 h, the mixture was diluted
with EtOAc, washed with H2O and brine, and dried over Na2SO4.
After filtration and concentration, hydroxymethylated product
8 was used in the next reaction without further purification.
Compound 8 was mixed with cysteine hydrochloride (350 mg,
2.0 mmol) and dissolved in TFA (2 ml). The reaction mixture was
stirred at room temperature for 30 min. After TFA was removed
under reduced pressure, the residue was chromatographed on silica
gel with CHCl3/CH3OH/AcOH (90/10/1). During the reaction
and purification steps, ethylene acetal portion was decomposed
in part, and the cysteine derivatives 9 and 10 were obtained as
a mixture. Since these could not be separated on the silica gel
chromatography, we used them in the next reaction as a mixture.
The yield of the mixture was 370 mg. To the mixture of 9 and
10, Fmoc-OSu (370 mg, 1.1 mmol) was added in DMF (5 ml)
containing DIEA (170 ml, 1.0 mmol), and the solution was stirred
at room temperature for 2 h. The solution was then diluted with
EtOAc, washed with 1 M aqueous HCl and brine, and dried over
Na2SO4. After filtration and concentration in vacuo, the residue
was chromatographed on silica gel with toluene/EtOAc/AcOH
(50/50/1). During the reaction and purification steps, the ethylene
acetal portion was almost completely decomposed, and only
Fmoc-Cys(Pocam)-OH 5 was obtained (440 mg, 73% in 3 steps) as
colorless solid. Rf 0.18 (Toluene/EtOAc/AcOH, 50/50/1). Near
UV in CH3OH: lmax = 261 nm (e 6,200), 277 nm (e 5,400) 1H-
NMR was measured as a mixture of conformers in DMSO-d6: d
7.93–7.29 (m, 13H, Ar), 5.43 [s, 1.2H, C( O)CH2], 5.38 [s, 0.8H,
C( O)CH2], 4.71–4.45 (m, 2H, N–CH2–S), 4.29–4.19 (m, 4H,
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CaH, >CH–CH2–O-), 3.35 (brs, 3H, CH3), 3.12–2.83 (m, 2H,
CbH). 13C-MNR (DMSO-d6): d 193.6 and 193.3 (COOH), 172.3
(Ph–C O), 67.5 (CO–CH2–O), 65.9 (>CH–CH2–O), 54.0 (Ca),
51.3 and 50.3 (N–CH2–S), 46.7 (>CH–CH2–O), 33.1 and 32.8(N–
CH3), 31.8 and 31.5 (Cb). MALDI-TOF mass, found: m/z 571.3,
calcd: 571.2 for (M+Na)+

Fmoc-[Cys(Pocam)7]-GBP(1-10)-SC6H4CH2COOH 15

Fmoc-Rink Amide MBHA resin (0.34 mmol/g, 150 mg, 50 mmol)
was swelled in NMP for 30 min, and was treated with 20%
piperidine/NMP for 5 and 15 min. After washing with NMP,
Fmoc-Arg(Pbf)-OBt, which was prepared by mixing Fmoc-
Arg(Pbf)-OH (0.2 mmol), 1 M DCC/NMP (200 ml) and 1 M
HOBt/NMP (200 ml) at room temperature for 30 min, was
added and the reaction mixture was vortexed at 50 ◦C for 1
h. The resin was washed with NMP and 50% dichloromethane
(DCM)/CH3OH, treated with 10% Ac2O/5% DIEA/NMP for
5 min, and washed with NMP. Another Arg residue was introduced
to the resin by the same manner, and the resin was washed with
NMP. After Fmoc group was removed by 20% piperidine/NMP
treatment at room temperature for 5 and 15 min, the resin was
washed with NMP. Fmoc-(Et)Cys(Trt)-OBt, which was prepared
by mixing Fmoc-(Et)Cys(Trt)-OH (0.1 mmol), 1 M DCC/NMP
(150 ml) and 1 M HOBt/NMP (150 ml) at room temperature for
30 min, was added to the resin, and the mixture was vortexed
at 50 ◦C for 1 h. The resin was washed with NMP and 50%
DCM/CH3OH, treated with 10% Ac2O/5% DIEA/NMP for
5 min, and washed with NMP. After Fmoc group was removed
by 20% piperidine/NMP treatment at room temperature for 5
and 15 min, the resin was washed with NMP. Fmoc-Gly-OH
(0.5 mmol) and HATU (0.5 mmol) was dissolved in NMP (1 ml)
containing DIEA (170 ml, 1 mmol), and the mixture was added
to the resin. The reaction mixture was vortexted at 50 ◦C for 1
h. After washing with NMP, the peptide chain was elongated by
ordinary Fmoc-based SPPS. The amino acids (0.2 mmol each)
were activated by mixing with 1 M DCC/NMP (0.2 ml) and 1
M HOBt/NMP (0.2 ml) at room temperature for 30 min, and
the coupling reaction was carried out at 50 ◦C for 1 h. Af-
ter elongation, Fmoc-Glu(OBut)-Asn(Trt)-Phe-Ser(But)-Gly-Gly-
Cys(Pocam)-Val-Ala-Gly-(Et)Cys(Trt)-Arg(Pbf)-Arg(Pbf)-NH-
resin (280 mg) was obtained. A part of the resin (20 mg) was
treated with a TFA cocktail (TFA/thioanisole/H2O/phenol/
triisopropylsilane, 82.5/5/5/5/2.5, 500 ml) at 4 ◦C for 4 h. TFA was
removed under nitrogen stream and the peptide was precipitated
with diethyl ether. After washing twice with ether, the precipitant
was dried under vacuum. The crude peptide was dissolved in 50%
CH3CN/5% AcOH/H2O (1 ml), and MPAA (50 mg) was added to
the solution. After the overnight reaction at room temperature, the
crude peptide was separated by RP-HPLC on a Mightysil RP-18
GP column with a linear gradient of acetonitrile containing 0.1%
TFA, to give peptide thioester 15 (74 nmol, 2.0% yield). MALDI-
TOF mass, found: m/z 1839.5, calcd: 1839.5 for (M+Na)+. Amino
acid analysis: Asp0.92Ser0.86Glu1.08Gly3Ala1.00Val0.92Phe0.91.

[Cys(Pocam)19, Lys(N3)20]-GBP(11-25) 11

Fmoc-Gln(Trt)-CLEAR Acid resin (0.41 mmol/g, 120 mg,
50 mmol) was swelled in NMP for 30 min, and treated with 20 %

piperidine/NMP for 5 and 15 min. After washing with NMP,
the peptide chain was elongated by Fmoc-SPPS. The amino acids
(0.20 mmol each) were activated by mixing with 1 M DCC/NMP
(0.2 ml) and 1 M HOBt/NMP (0.2 ml) at room temperature
for 30 min, and the coupling reaction was carried out at 50 ◦C
for 1 h, except that Fmoc-Asp(OBut)-(Dmb)Gly-OH dipeptide
unit (52 mg, 0.1 mmol) was used as a building block at Asp16-
Gly17 site. After elongation, H-Tyr(But)-Met-Arg(Pbf)-Thr(But)-
Pro-Asp(OBut)-(Dmb)Gly-Arg(Pbf)-Cys(Pocam)-Lys(N3)-Pro-
Thr(But)-Phe-Tyr(But)-Gln(Trt)-OCH2-resin (260 mg) was ob-
tained. A part of the resin (20 mg) was treated with the
TFA cocktail (500 ml) at 4 ◦C for 4 h. TFA was removed
under nitrogen stream and the peptide was precipitated with
diethyl ether. After washing twice with ether, the precipitant
was dried under vacuum. The crude peptide was separated by
RP-HPLC on a Mightysil RP-18 GP column with a linear
gradient of acetonitrile containing 0.1% TFA, to give pep-
tide 11 (340 nmol, 8.9% yield). MALDI-TOF mass, found:
m/z 2094.2, calcd: 2093.9 for (M+H)+. Amino acid analysis:
Asp0.98Thr1.94Glu1.08Pro1.84Gly1Met0.82Tyr1.96Phe1.00Lys0.50Arg2.02.

Linear GBP 18

Peptides 15 (74 nmol) and 11 (100 nmol) were mixed and dissolved
in DMSO (40 ml) containing 2% HOObt/2% DIEA, and incubated
at room temperature for 4 h. Piperidine (3 ml) was then added to
this solution and the reaction mixture was kept at room tempera-
ture for 30 min. The crude peptide was precipitated by addition of
20 times volume of diethyl ether, washed twice with ether and dried
under vacuum. The precipitant was dissolved in 50% aqueous
AcOH (500 ml), and an excess amount of Zn powder was added to
the solution. The mixture was vortexed at room temperature for
1 h. After filtration to remove Zn powder, the desired product 18
was purified by RP-HPLC using a Mightysil RP-18 GP column
with a linear gradient of acetonitrile containing 0.1% TFA. The
isolated yield of 18 was 31% (23 nmol). MALDI-TOF mass,
found: m/z 2783.8, calcd: 2784.2 for (M+H)+. Amino acid analy-
sis: Asp2.13Thr2.00Ser1.01Glu2.16Pro2.00Gly4Ala1.08Val1.02Met0.97Tyr2.47-
Phe2.10Lys1.04Arg2.13.

GBP 19

Peptide 18 (22 nmol) was dissolved in 400 ml of 10% DMSO/50
mM phosphate buffer (pH 7.0), and the solution was kept
at room temperature for 24 h. The crude peptide was sep-
arated by RP-HPLC using a Mightysil RP-18 GP column
with a linear gradient of acetonitrile containing 0.1% TFA to
give peptide 19 (11 nmol, 52%). MALDI-TOF mass, found:
m/z 2781.9, calcd: 2782.2 for (M+H)+. Amino acid analy-
sis: Asp1.91Thr1.95Ser1.01Glu2.10Pro1.93Gly4Ala0.99Val0.95Met0.73Tyr2.33-
Phe2.16Lys1.08Arg2.06.

Fmoc-[Cys(Acm),2,7 Cys(Pocam)3]-a-conotoxin SI(1–8)-SC6-
H4CH2COOH 21

Fmoc-Rink Amide MBHA resin (0.34 mmol/g, 150 mg, 50 mmol)
was swelled in NMP for 30 min, and was treated with 20%
piperidine/NMP for 5 and 15 min. After washing with NMP,
Fmoc-Arg(Pbf)-OBt, which was prepared by mixing Fmoc-
Arg(Pbf)-OH (0.2 mmol), 1 M DCC/NMP (200 ml) and 1 M
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HOBt/NMP (200 ml) at room temperature for 30 min, was
added and the reaction mixture was vortexed at 50 ◦C for 1
h. The resin was washed with NMP and 50% dichloromethane
(DCM)/CH3OH, treated with 10% Ac2O/5% DIEA/NMP for
5 min, and washed with NMP. Another Arg residue was introduced
to the resin by the same manner, and the resin was washed with
NMP. After Fmoc group was removed by 20% piperidine/NMP
treatment at room temperature for 5 and 15 min, the resin was
washed with NMP. Fmoc-(Et)Cys(Trt)-OBt, which was prepared
by mixing Fmoc-(Et)Cys(Trt)-OH (0.1 mmol), 1 M DCC/NMP
(150 ml) and 1 M HOBt/NMP (150 ml) at room temperature for
30 min, was added to the resin, and the mixture was vortexed
at 50 ◦C for 1 h. The resin was washed with NMP and 50%
DCM/CH3OH, treated with 10% Ac2O/5% DIEA/NMP for
5 min, and washed with NMP. After Fmoc group was removed
by 20% piperidine/NMP treatment at room temperature for 5
and 15 min, the resin was washed with NMP. Fmoc-Gly-OH
(0.5 mmol) and HATU (0.5 mmol) was dissolved in NMP (1 ml)
containing DIEA (170 ml, 1 mmol), and the mixture was added
to the resin. The reaction mixture was vortexted at 50 ◦C for
1 h. After washing with NMP, the peptide chain was elongated
by the ordinary Fmoc-based SPPS. The amino acids (0.2 mmol
each) were activated by mixing with 1 M DCC/NMP (0.2 ml)
and 1 M HOBt/NMP (0.2 ml) at room temperature for 30 min,
and the coupling reaction was carried out at 50 ◦C for 1 h. Af-
ter elongation, Fmoc-Ile-Cys(Acm)-Cys(Pocam)-Asn(Trt)-Pro-
Ala-Cys(Acm)-Gly-(Et)Cys(Trt)-Arg(Pbf)-Arg(Pbf)-NH-resin
(270 mg) was obtained. A part of the resin (20 mg) was treated
with the TFA cocktail (500 ml) at 4 ◦C for 4 h. TFA was removed
under nitrogen stream and the peptide was precipitated with
diethyl ether. After washing twice with ether, the precipitant was
dried under vacuum. The crude peptide was dissolved in 50%
CH3CN/5% AcOH/H2O (1 ml), and MPAA (50 mg) was added to
the solution. After the overnight reaction at room temperature, the
crude peptide was separated by RP-HPLC on a Mightysil RP-18
GP column with a linear gradient of acetonitrile containing 0.1%
TFA, to give peptide thioester 21 (300 nmol, 8.0% yield). MALDI-
TOF mass, found: m/z 1521.7, calcd: 1521.5 for (M+Na)+. Amino
acid analysis: Asp0.94Pro0.95Gly1Ala1.00Ile0.50.

[Cys(Pocam),13 Lys(N3)10]-a-conotoxin SI(9–13) 20

Fmoc-Rink Amide MBHA resin (0.34 mmol/g, 88 mg, 30 mmol)
was swelled in NMP for 30 min, and treated with 20 %
piperidine/NMP for 5 and 15 min. After washing NMP, the
peptide chain was elongated by the Fmoc-SPPS. The amino
acids (0.12 mmol each) were activated by mixing with 1 M
DCC/NMP (0.15 ml) and 1 M HOBt/NMP (0.15 ml) at room
temperature for 30 min, and the coupling reaction was carried
out at 50 ◦C for 1 h. After elongation, Boc-Pro-Lys(N3)-Tyr(But)-
Ser(But)-Cys(Pocam)-NH-resin (120 mg) was obtained. A part of
the resin (20 mg) was treated with the TFA cocktail (500 ml) at
4 ◦C for 4 h. TFA was removed under nitrogen stream and the
peptide was precipitated with diethyl ether. After washing twice
with ether, the precipitant was dried under vacuum. The crude
peptide was separated by RP-HPLC on a Mightysil RP-18 GP
column with a linear gradient of acetonitrile containing 0.1%
TFA, to give peptide 20 (580 nmol, 11% yield). MALDI-TOF

mass, found: m/z 827.4, calcd: 827.3 for (M+H)+. Amino acid
analysis: Ser0.67Pro1.06Tyr1Lys0.57.

[Cys(SH),3,13 Cys(Acm)2,7]-a-conotoxin SI 24

Peptides 21 (280 nmol) and 20 (400 nmol) were mixed and
dissolved in DMSO (150 ml) containing 2% HOObt/2% DIEA,
and incubated at room temperature for 4 h. Piperidine (8 ml) was
then added to this solution and the reaction mixture was kept at
room temperature for 30 min. The crude peptide was precipitated
by addition of 20 times volume of diethyl ether, washed twice with
ether and dried under vacuum. The precipitant was dissolved in
50% aqueous AcOH (1.0 ml), and an excess amount of Zn powder
was added to the solution. The mixture was vortexed at room
temperature for 1 h. After filtration to remove Zn powder, the
desired product 24 was purified by RP-HPLC using a Mightysil
RP-18 GP column with a linear gradient of acetonitrile containing
0.1% TFA. The isolated yield of 24 was 66% (190 nmol). MALDI-
TOF mass, found: m/z 1499.8, calcd: 1499.6 for (M+H)+. Amino
acid analysis: Asp0.92Ser0.59Pro1.95Gly1Ala0.97Ile0.58Tyr1.04Lys0.88.

[Cys(Acm)2,7]-a-conotoxin SI 25

Peptide 24 (190 nmol) was dissolved in 1.0 ml of 10% DMSO/
50 mM phosphate buffer (pH 7.0), and the solution was
kept at room temperature for 24 h. The crude peptide was
separated by RP-HPLC using a Mightysil RP-18 GP column
with a linear gradient of acetonitrile containing 0.1% TFA to
give peptide 25 (120 nmol, 64%). MALDI-TOF mass, found:
m/z 1497.7, calcd: 1497.6 for (M+H)+. Amino acid analysis:
Asp0.87Ser1.24Pro2.00Gly1Ala0.94Ile0.94Tyr0.57Lys1.10.

a-Conotoxin SI 26

Peptide 25 (120 nmol) was dissolved in H2O (1.0 ml) and added
dropwise to CH3OH (5.0 ml) containing 20 mM I2/CH3OH
(200 ml) and 6 M HCl (67 ml) within 5 min with mixing. After
the resultant solution was stirred for another 15 min, the reaction
was terminated by adding aqueous ascorbic acid solution. The
product was purified by RP-HPLC using a Mightysil RP-18 GP
column with a linear gradient of acetonitrile containing 0.1% TFA
to give peptide 26 (100 nmol, 88%). MALDI-TOF mass, found:
m/z 1353.3, calcd: 1353.5 for (M+H)+. Amino acid analysis:
Asp0.84Ser0.81Pro2.07Gly1Ala0.95Ile0.76Tyr1.10Lys0.99.
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10 R. Melnicky, L. Kvapil, P. Slézar, M. Grepl, J. Hlavác, A. Lycka and P.
Hradil, J. Heterocycl. Chem., 2008, 45, 1437–1443.

11 Y. Hayakawa, J. Biol. Chem., 1990, 265, 10813–10816; Y. Hayakawa,
J. Biol. Chem., 1991, 266, 7982–7984; Y. Hayakawa and Y. Yasuhara,
Insect Biochem. Mol. Biol., 1993, 23, 225–231.

12 D. S. King, C. G. Fields and G. B. Fields, Int. J. Pept. Protein Res.,
1990, 36, 255–266.

13 H. Hojo, Y. Murasawa, H. Katayama, T. Ohira, Y. Nakahara and Y.
Nakahara, Org. Biomol. Chem., 2008, 6, 1808–1813.

14 G. C. Zafaralla, C. Ramilo, W. R. Gray, R. Karlstrom, B. M. Olivera
and L. J. Cruz, Biochemistry, 1988, 27, 7102–7105.

15 Y. Nakahara, I. Matsuo, Y. Ito, R. Ubagai, H. Hojo and Y. Nakahara,
Tetrahedron Lett., 2010, 51, 407–410.

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2011 Org. Biomol. Chem., 2011, 9, 4653–4661 | 4661

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 o
f 

A
ri

zo
na

 o
n 

03
 J

an
ua

ry
 2

01
3

Pu
bl

is
he

d 
on

 0
3 

M
ay

 2
01

1 
on

 h
ttp

://
pu

bs
.r

sc
.o

rg
 | 

do
i:1

0.
10

39
/C

1O
B

05
25

3E

View Article Online

http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/c1ob05253e

