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Cyclic 1,2-thiocarbonate sugars are convenient starting materials for the selective and efficient preparation of glycofuranosyl azides and
nucleosides by regio- and stereoselective thiocarbonate ring-opening.

The biological role of nucleoside-related compourid=eps synthesi% using persilylated pyrimidinic bases with good
the development of more efficient synthetic methods as ayields and, in some cases, stereoselectivities. Nevertheless,
permanent current topic due to the importance of this type in these reactions, the opening of the 1,2-cyclic sulfite ring
of compounds in the development of new lines of anti- usually requires long reaction times and high temperatures.
neoplastic therapeutic ageritShe greatest challenge isthe  Glycosyl azides are important intermediates for the
achievement of a good stereoselectivity to avoid the forma- synthesis of a wide variety of sugar derivatives. For their
tion of (I/ﬂ diastereomeric miXtUreS, which are difficult to Synthesisl three genera] methods are norma”y used: (a)
separate. In other cases, the employment of strong glycosy~eaction of glycosyl halides with metal azides or tetrameth-
lating promoters or conditions limits the use of many yiguanidium azide under homogeneous conditiénsr by
protecting group$. using phase transfer cataly8td) reaction of glycosyl esters
Cyclic 1,2-thiocarbonate sugdewre stable compounds that  with trimethylsilyl azide in the presence of a Lewis acid
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catalyst>'® and (c) reaction of cyclic 1,2-sulfite sugar || G

derivatives with sodium azidé.** _ ~ Scheme 2. General Mechanism for the Nucleosidation Process
Considering the particular charge density at the anomeric

carbon of the cyclic 1,2-thiocarbonate sugars as a conse- R
quence of the concurrence of the sugar and thiocarbonate \f‘\

rings, we thought that these bicyclic compounds should be s Sitylted base  EMO 70BN

easily opened by attack with nucleophiles such as sodium —~ &~ Silgting agent” w o
azide allowing the synthesis of the corresponding glycosyl

azides. This hypothesis was corroborated when compounds

1 and 2 were treated with sodium azidé)eading to the

corresponding 3,5-dB-benzyl$-p-xylo (3) and the already © N.0-bisrimethylsilylaetamide GR=1
described 3,5-dB-benzylS-p-ribofuranosyl azide 4)** in
95 and 90% yields, respectively (Scheme 1).

disposable silylating ageniN[O-bis(trimethylsilyl) aceta-
mide] (Table 1). The better results correspond to the use of

Scheme 1. Thiocarbonate Ring-Opening with NaN

—O 2 -0 L. . . . .
%' Table 1. Optimization of the Nucleosidation Process: Yields
R, oo\ R, OH of 5-7

Ys base? silylating agent®
R PR compd 1 equiv 2 equiv 4 equiv 6 equiv

5 29 73 86 90

6 25 39 70 76

7 26 43 57 71

On the basis of these satisfactory results, we thought that
the pyrimidinic bases could also be used as nucleophiles for 2in all cases, 2 equiv of silylating agent was employeih all cases, 2
the opening of cyclic 1,2-thiocarbonate sugars, allowing an €duiv of nucleobase was employed.
easy access to nucleosides. Preliminary experiments weré
carried out using thymine as a nucleophile, but treatment of , ) .
this base with compound using NaH or DBU led to 2 equiv of base and a large excess of silylating agent (see
complex mixtures. General Method)* _ S

Sugimurd® has previously reported the use of NBS to 10 dgmons_trate unequwopally tlﬁ?econﬂgu@ﬂon at the
promote nucleosidation of thioglycosides achieving good &nomeric position of nucleosidés-7, the substituent at C-2
yields with moderate stereoselectivity in a variety of Was firstremoved by basic (KOH, DABCO) or acid (KH5O
examples. Taking this antecedent into consideration, we réatmentleading to the corresponding nucleosges0in
chose NIS as the promoter for the nucleosidation of cyclic @lmost quantitative yield. Compourgwas then mesylated
1,2-thiocarbonates sugars. The use of NIS proves to be@nd treated with DBU to obtain the tricycld, which showed
particularly efficient when persilylated pyrimidinic bases physu_:al and spectroscopic data identical to those previously
(thymine, uracil, and 5-fluoruracil) were used as nucleophilic described (Scheme ).
agents and acetonitrile as a solvent. The thiocarbonate ring-

opening of compound was thus effectively achieved at | N N R

room tem.perz_iture,. arﬁi-nucl_eosides';—? were exclusively Scheme 3. Chemical Correlation Demonstrating the Obtained
obtained in high yields having the hydroxyl group at C-2 B-1' Configuration
protected as indicated in Scheme 2. ) o
Yields were drastically affected by the number of equiva- R NH HC
L. . NH
lents of the pyrimidine base used and the proportion of the | /Lo |
KOH B0 0gn "N LMsCUEGNCH.CL BnO—) gy N
o ;. . : 5.6.7 THFH,0 -O 2. DBU/DMF 0]
(10) (a) Paulsen, H.; Gygyde, Z.; Friedmann, MChem. Ber1974 -O
107, 1568-1578. (b) Szilayi, L.; Gyorgyded, Z. Carbohydr. Res1985 OH
143 21-41. (c) Viaud, M. C.; Rollin, PSynthesis199Q 130-132. sRocH "
(11) (a) Guiller, A.; Gagnieu, C. H.; Pacheco, H.Carbohydr. Chem. OR-H
1986 5, 161—-168. 10R=F

(12) General Procedure for Azide Glycosidation.To a stirred solution
of 1 (1.12 g, 3.0 mmol) in DMF (10 mL) was added Naf685 mg, 9.0
mmol), and the mixture was heated at 80 until TLC indicated the

disappearance of the starting material (15 min). Water (100 mL) was then  |n summary. we report a new methodolo for the
added and the solution extracted with toluenex(30 mL). The combined Y, P 9y

organic extracts were dried over Mg$@nd evaporated, giving a residue synthesis of glycofuranosyl azides and nucleosides using
that was purified by column chromatography (ethieexane 2:1) to achieve  cyclic 1,2-thiocarbonate sugars as readily available and useful

0 . . . .
3 ((11%? gﬁgf’n{j’g H.- Muramoto. .- Nakamura. T.- OsumiGaem. Lett. starting materials. The reactions were shown to be mild, fast,

1993 169-172. and selective, allowing the isolation of only one of the
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