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ABSTRACT: A cadmium iodide mediated tandem reaction involving
amine and two molecules of terminal alkynes for the synthesis of
trisubstituted allenes has been developed. By applying this protocol,
methyl-substituted allenes may be obtained easily from two molecules of
terminal alkynes and pyrrolidine via methyl ketoniminium and propargylic
amine formation, 1,5-hydride transfer and β-elimination.

Allenes are important and useful building blocks in organic
synthesis.1,2 Many natural products and bioactive

compounds containing allene moieties have been identified.3

In the past decades, much effort has been focused toward the
efficient synthesis of allenes.4 By using the allenylation of
terminal alkynes (ATA) reaction, mono-,5 1,3-di-,6 and
trisubstituted7 allenes may now be easily prepared from readily
available chemicals in any chemical laboratory, i.e., terminal
alkynes, aldehydes or ketones, and amines (Scheme 1).

During our studies on the synthesis of trisubstituted allenes,7

the reaction of 1-octyne 1a, hexan-3-one, and pyrrolidine, the
normal allene product 4a (12% by NMR) was contaminated
with the formation of an unexpected product 3a, which was
later identified as 7-methylpentadeca-7,8-diene in 64% NMR
yield. This product must be formed from two molecules of the
terminal alkyne (Scheme 2, eq 4). In order to investigate the
origin of this product, we conducted the same reaction in the
absence of 3-hexanone. To our delight, the unexpected methyl-
substituted allene 3a could be formed successfully in 80% NMR
yield (Scheme 2, eq 5).

Based on the above results and the recent reports of ATA
reactions, a plausible mechanism for this reaction was proposed
as shown in Scheme 3.6,7 Different from the classical ATA
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Scheme 1. Synthesis of Allenes by Using ATA Reaction

Scheme 2. Unexpected Formation of Trisubstituted Allene
3a

Scheme 3. Proposed Mechanism for the Formation of 3
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reactions in the presence of the ketone,7 the ketoniminium 6
was generated from hydroamination of alkyne 1 in this
protocol.8 It is worth noting that the hydroamination followed
Markovnikov’s rule to afford enamine 5 only,9 which may
isomerize to ketoniminium 6 easily. This in situ generated
intermediate would react with 1-alkynyl cadmium species 4,
which was generated from a terminal alkyne in the presence of
pyrrolidine, to give the corresponding propargylic amine 7.
With the mediation of CdI2, the trisubstituted allene 3 would
be formed via 1,5-hydride transfer and β-elimination.7 Herein,
we wish to report our observations on this new ATA reaction
for the synthesis of trisubsitituted allenes through cadmium
iodide mediated tandem amine−alkyne−alkyne reaction.
Our optimization work began with 1-decyne 1b and

pyrrolidine 2a under the mediation of CdI2. After numerous
trials, we were happy to find that the reaction of 1b (1 mmol),
2a (1.6 equiv), and CdI2 (1.6 equiv) in 5 mL of toluene with
stirring at 130 °C for 4 h afforded the trisubstituted allene 3b in
82% yield (Table 1, entry 3)! Further reducing the loading of
pyrrolidine 2a gave a lower yield of the corresponding allene 3b
(Table 1, entry 4); reducing the loading of CdI2 also led to a
lower yield of the allene product (Table 1, entries 5−7).
Considering the amount of CdI2, we chose conditions of entry
6 for further study. Then, the concentration of the reaction was
considered (Table 1, entries 8 and 9). As shown in the table,
the reaction at a concentration of 0.5 M yielded the highest
yield of 81% (Table 1, entry 8).

We also examined the effect of other metal mediators. To our
surprise, only CdBr2 could mediate the formation of allene 3b,
although the NMR yield was only 17%, together with a 40%
NMR yield of propargylic amine 7b (Table 2, entry 1). Other
metallic salts in groups 11 and 12, such as CuI,5,10 ZnI2,

6 AgI,11

AuI,12 and HgCl2, all failed to promote the reaction (Table 2,
entries 2−6), indicating the unique effect of cadmium halide in
the formation of allene. When CuI was used as the mediator,
the Glasser-type coupling product was not detected. Thus, 1b
(1 mmol), 2a (1.6 equiv), and CdI2 (1.0 equiv) in 2 mL of

toluene with stirring at 130 °C for 4 h were defined as the
optimized reaction conditions for further study.
With the optimal reaction conditions in hand, we first

examined the reactivity of different terminal alkyl-substituted
alkynes (Table 3). 1-Decyne 1b and shorter chain alkynes 1a
and 1c all afforded decent yields of the corresponding allene
products (Table 3, entries 1−3). Functionalized alkyl alkynes
were also suitable for this ATA reaction (Table 3, entries 4−9):
interestingly, the ethyl and methyl ester of dodec-11-ynoic acids
1d and 1e gave the products 3d and 3e in the same yield of
58% (Table 3, entries 4 and 5), while dodec-11-ynoic acid did
not work under the standard reaction conditions. However,
undec-10-yn-1-ol 1f reacted well in the presence of pyrrolidine
to afford allene 3f in a moderate yield (Table 3, entry 6).
Moreover, the TBS and TIPS protected propargyl alcohols 1g
and 1h could also be applied in this ATA reaction yielding
allenes 3g and 3h in 36% and 42% yields, respectively (Table 3,
entries 7 and 8). The cyano group could also be tolerated to
form functionalized allene 3i in 23% yield (Table 3, entry 9).
Then we turned to investigate the scope of aryl-substituted

terminal alkynes (Scheme 4): Phenylacetylene 1j and its
analogues substituted by p-MeO, p-Br, m-Br, o-Cl, and 3,5-

Table 1. Optimization of the Reaction Conditions for the
ATA Reactiona

entry x (equiv) y (equiv) 3b, yield (%)b

1 2.2 1.6 80
2 1.8 1.6 82
3 1.6 1.6 82
4 1.4 1.6 78
5 1.6 1.2 80
6 1.6 1.0 78
7 1.6 0.8 65
8c 1.6 1.0 81
9d 1.6 1.0 68

aThe reaction was conducted using alkyne 1b (1 mmol), amine 2a,
and CdI2 at 130 °C in 5 mL of toluene for 4 h. bDetermined by 1H
NMR analysis using CH3NO2 as the internal standard. cThe
concentration of the reaction was 0.5 M. dThe concentration of the
reaction was 0.125 M.

Table 2. Groups 11 and 12 Metallic Salts for the ATA
Reactiona

entry metallic salt 3b, yield (%)b 7b, yield (%)b

1 CdBr2 17 40
2 CuI 0 14
3 ZnI2 0 −
4 AgI 0 −
5 AuI 0 −
6 HgCl2 0 9

aThe reaction was conducted using alkyne 1b (1 mmol), amine 2a
(1.6 equiv), and metallic salt (1.0 equiv) at 130 °C in 2 mL of toluene
for 4 h. bDetermined by 1H NMR analysis using CH3NO2 as the
internal standard.

Table 3. Scope of Alkyl-Substituted Terminal Alkynesa

entry R 3, yield (%)b

1 n-C6H13 (1a) 3a, 68
2 n-C8H17 (1b) 3b, 76
3 n-C5H11 (1c) 3c, 59
4 (CH2)9CO2C2H5 (1d) 3d, 58
5 (CH2)9CO2CH3 (1e) 3e, 58
6 (CH2)9OH (1f) 3f, 50
7 CH2OTBS (1g) 3g, 36
8 CH2OTIPS (1h) 3h, 42
9 (CH2)3CN (1i) 3i, 23

aThe reaction was conducted using alkyne (1 mmol), amine (1.6
equiv), and CdI2 (1.0 equiv) at 130 °C in 2 mL of toluene for 4 h.
bIsolated yield.
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dimethyl groups were examined in this ATA reaction to afford
the allene products 3j−o successfully in somewhat lower yields.
In order to support the reaction mechanism shown in

Scheme 3, m-bromophenylacetylene 1m was reacted with
pyrrolidine 2a in the presence of CdI2 at a lower temperature
(90 °C), for 3.5 h. The corresponding intermediate propargylic
amine 7m was isolated in 34% yield with a 9% NMR yield of
allene product 3m. Then this amine 7m was reacted under the
standard reaction conditions to afford 3m in 28% isolated yield
with 10% of 7m being recovered (Scheme 5). These data
supported the proposed mechanism.

It is easy to conduct the reaction on 1-g scale to afford 3b in
74% yield (Scheme 6).

In conclusion, we have developed a new ATA reaction to
synthesize trisubstituted allenes from terminal alkynes and
pyrrolidine. The easy availability of the starting materials, the
operational simplicity of the protocol, and the tolerance of
functional groups show the potential synthetic utility of this
method. Further studies including applying different terminal
alkynes and the asymmetric version of this reaction are being
conducted in our laboratory.
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