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Two triphenylamine derivatives bearing terminal perfluorophenyl groups have been synthesized. Their
HOMO, LUMO levels and electronic band gap have been evaluated by spectroscopic and electrochemical
measurements and rationalized with theoretical calculations. X-ray structure analysis of crystals allowed
the observation of multiple intermolecular interactions due to the presence of the perfluorophenyl pen-

dant groups. The multiplication of these interactions explains the differences between calculated (in gas
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phase) and observed (in solid states) structures.
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Organic semi-conducting materials based on triphenylamine!
(TPA) are widely investigated as hole-transporting materials for
OLEDs or as donor materials for organic solar cells. Indeed, TPA
based materials combine processability, amorphous structure and
isotropic optical and electronic properties.> As recently shown,
increasing the crystallinity of these materials can lead to improved
hole-mobility.? In this regard, recent studies have shown that the
grafting of moieties promoting intermolecular interactions such
as dithiolethione* or benzothiadiazole® at the periphery of TPA,
can lead to enhanced intermolecular interactions.

Perfluorophenyl groups (PFP) are known to promote intermo-
lecular interactions via PFP-PFP, PFP-aryl aromatic interactions,
or C-H.--F contacts.® In this work we report on the synthesis of
two TPA systems 1-2 functionalized at their periphery with PFP
groups (Scheme 1) and show the importance of these interactions
on the supra-molecular organization in crystals.

Compounds 1 and 2 were obtained by Wittig reaction between
((perfluorophenyl)methylene)triphenylphosphorane’ 5 and trisal-
dehydes 3% and 4° in 35 and 25% yield.!® "H NMR spectra of com-
pounds 1 and 2 (ESI, Figs. S1 and S2) show clearly J-coupling
constants for the vinyl protons in the range of 16-17 Hz, thus indi-
cating the formation of all trans-configurations.

The optical and electrochemical properties of compounds 1 and
2 have been analyzed by UV-vis absorption and fluorescence emis-
sion spectroscopies and cyclic voltammetry. The results are col-
lected in Table 1.

* Corresponding author.
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The CV of compound 1 presents two reversible one-electron
oxidation processes with anodic peak potential E,,1 and Ej,2 at
0.85 and 1.29V respectively leading to stable radical cation and
dication (Fig. 1). Compound 2 also oxidizes in two steps at more
positive potentials of 1.03 and 1.68 V, the second process being
irreversible. The lower, more reversible and less separated oxida-
tion potentials for compound 1 (Ep,2 — Ep,1=0.65V for 2, and
0.44V for 1) reflect the longer conjugated system which stabilizes
the oxidized states and favors the access to dicationic state by
decreasing the intramolecular coulombic repulsions between the
positive charges.

The UV-vis absorption spectra of the two compounds in CH,Cl,
exhibit two absorption maxima at 342 and 431 nm for 1 and 292
and 405 nm for 2 (Table 1, Fig. 2). As expected compound 1 which
presents the longest conjugated system, absorbs at longer wave-
lengths and shows energy transitions with higher molar absorption
coefficients (Jgg, €(1)=115000 L mol~' cm™!, &2)=81000 L mol~!
cm™).

Solvatochromic studies were performed on these compounds
(ESI, Fig. 3) and showed that their absorption maxima are nearly
independent on the nature of the solvent that shows a low degree
of charge transfer in the absorption bands. This result contrasted
with the others obtained with TPA systems derivatized with stron-
ger acceptors'! shows that the perfluorophenyl group is probably
not electron-withdrawing enough to generate a significant polarity
in these molecules.

The fluorescence emission spectra of 1 and 2 in CH,Cl, (Table 1,
Fig. 2) present emission maxima at 494 and 451 nm, respectively,
and high emission quantum yields of 65 and 73%. Compound 1
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Scheme 1. Syntheses of compounds 1-2.

Table 1
Electrochemical and spectroscopic data for compounds 1 and 2
Compd Epal, Epa2? (V) Jmax> (M) Jem® (NM) b (%)
1 0.85, 1.29 342, 431 494 65 =
2 1.03, 1.68 292, 405 451 73 §
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Figure 1. CV of compounds 1 (solid line) and 2 (dotted line) in 0.10 M TBAHP/
CH,Cl,, scan rate 100 mV s 1). r T T 1
300 400 500 600 700

presents a larger Stokes shift (0.36 eV) than 2 (0.31 eV) due to larger Wavelength (nm)

conformational changes between fundamental and excited states Figure 2. UV-vis absorption (line) and fluorescence emission (dotted line) spectra
related to the higher flexibility of its conjugated skeleton. of compounds 1 (top) and 2 (bottom) in CH,Cl,.
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Figure 3. Optimized geometries of compounds 1 (top) and 2 (bottom).

The optical properties of the compounds were also studied in the
solid-state on spun-cast or vacuum deposited films. In both cases,
the UV-vis absorption spectrum shows a bathochromic shift of /,;,ax
of 25 and 21 nm for 1 and 2 respectively compared to solution what

Table 2

Theoretical data for compounds 1-2
Compd HOMO? (eV) LUMO? (eV) AE Calcd? (eV) AEP (eV)
1 —5.03 —2.22 2.81 2.88
2 -5.17 —2.08 3.09 3.06

2 DFT-calculated occupied (HOMO) and unoccupied (LUMO) molecular orbital
energies, band gap calculated for 1-2.
b Estimated from UV-vis data in solution.

suggests enhanced intermolecular interactions in the solid state. In
contrast, only compound 2 still retains some fluorescence emission
(not quantified here) in the solid state.

The electronic properties of compounds 1 and 2 were evaluated
by ab initio theoretical calculation using Gaussian 09 (DFT-B3LYP/
6-31g (d, p))."? The optimized geometries of the two molecules are
shown in Figure 3. Both compounds present a characteristic pro-
peller shape typical of TPA derivatives. For compound 2, each
arm is perfectly planar but the benzene rings adjacent to the cen-
tral nitrogen are not coplanar due to steric hindrance. In contrast,
for compound 1, periplanar interactions between the protons of
phenyl and adjacent thiophene rings explain the twist angle ob-
served between the two aromatic rings.

Table 2 lists the calculated HOMO, LUMO (degenerated due to
the C3 geometry imposed for calculation) levels as well as calcu-
lated and experimental values of the energy gap (AE) for com-
pounds 1-2. Compound 1 which presents the most extended
conjugated system shows lower LUMO and higher HOMO levels
and consequently a smaller AE. Theoretical calculations are in good
agreement with the electrochemical and spectroscopic data and
confirm that 1 presents a lower oxidation potential and AE than
2. The electronic levels and distributions of HOMO, LUMO, and
higher and lower levels are presented in ESI (Figs. S4 and S5).
While the HOMO level is mainly located on the central node with
negligible coefficients on the perfluorinated adjacent cycles, the
degenerated LUMO are dissymmetrical and localized on adjacent
arms from the central node to the lateral functionality.

Although TPA is generally amorphous materials, crystals of
compound 2 obtained by slow evaporation from a dichlorometh-
ane/hexane solution could be isolated and analyzed by X-ray dif-
fraction.'*> The molecule crystallizes in the centrosymmetric
triclinic p1 space group. The structure of the molecule is shown
in Figure 4. As expected, the three C-N bonds are coplanar and
the three phenyl rings grafted on the nitrogen atom present the

Figure 4. Crystallographic structure of compound 2.
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Figure 5. Stacking mode of molecules along the a axis.

Figure 6. C-H. - ‘F contacts (red dotted lines) in one sheet of molecules 2 viewed along the a axis.

typical propeller shape of TPA derivatives.'* All vinylic bonds are in In contrast to theoretical optimization, the conjugated system
trans-configuration that is in agreement with NMR data. of compound 2 is slightly bent and the two aromatic rings of each
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arm present torsion angles of 31.2°, 38.6°, and 39.4°, respectively.
These twists which are not due to intramolecular steric hindrance
are imposed by intermolecular interactions as shown by the
numerous short intermolecular distances observed in the crystal.

The packing arrangement of the molecules in the crystal is
characterized by layers of molecules stacking along the a axis
separated by short distances (3.37 A, Fig. 5, ESI Fig. S6). In these
stacks, the 3 PFP rings of each molecule are engaged in PFP-PFP
interactions with two other molecules. Numerous short distances
ranging from 3.19(9) and 3.39(5) A shown in blue on Figure 5 are
observed between fluorine and carbon atoms of the two super-
posed PFP rings.

Moreover, in layers, the molecules are imbricated within each
other and present many C-H-: - -F contacts. Figure 6 shows a set of
molecules in a sheet, the red dotted lines symbolise the interac-
tions between hydrogen and fluorine atoms. The distances dy_g
represented here range between 2.58 and 2.89 A.

Finally, it may be noted that the structure is built from C-H. - -F
interactions in sheets and from inter-PFP ring interactions in stacks
thus allowing a strong three dimensional arrangement. These mul-
tiple interactions probably explain the deviation from planarity of
the lateral arms for compound 2 in the crystal.

In conclusion we have synthesized two new TPA systems with
peripheral PFP groups. The presence of these electron withdrawing
groups leads to high oxidation potentials. On the other hand, the
results of spectroscopic and X-ray diffraction analyses are consis-
tent with the existence of multiple intermolecular interactions in
the solid state. The reminiscence of fluorescence associated with
strong intermolecular interaction in the solid states may allow
the incorporation of such derivatives as active layer in OLEDs and
in organic solar cells.
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