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We achieved the stereocontrolled syntheses of (�)-loliolide,
(�)-xanthoxin, and their stereoisomers from (þ)- or (�)-3-
alkoxy-6-hydroxymethyl-1,1,5-trimethylcyclohexene through
the corresponding syn and anti-epoxides, respectively, which
were obtained by utilizing the highly diastereoselective Sharpless
asymmetric epoxidation or mCPBA oxidation.

Most of the oxidative metabolites of the carotenoids possess
an eleven, thirteen, or fifteen carbon skeleton. Among them,
loliolide1 and xanthoxin2 in addition to abscisic acid,3 have been
paid much attention because of their interesting biological
activities. (�)-Loliolide (1a), which has been detected in many
higher plants and marine mollusks, are well-known to have
immunosuppressive, germination inhibitory, and repellent
activities.4 Its C-5 stereoisomer (carotenoid numbering), (þ)-
epiloliolide (1b), was also isolated from various sources, which
was found to show comparable cytotoxicity to (�)-loliolide.5
(�)-Xanthoxin (2) has been proposed as a precursor of (þ)-
abscisic acid,6 which is the primary plant hormone controlling
many biological plant processes such as acceleration of abscis-
sion, induction of dormancy, and inhibition of rooting, and it
shows similar biological activities to abscisic acid. Although a
number of synthetic efforts of these terpenoids and their
derivatives including the racemic form have been reported,7;8

only a few report controlled their stereochemistry. In particular,
controlling the relative stereochemistry between the C-3 and C-5
asymmetric carbons has remained as one of the essential unsolved
subjects in the synthesis of carotenoids and their oxidative
metabolites.

Recently, during the course of our synthetic study of the
polyfunctional carotenoid, peridinin,9 we achieved the stereo-
selective synthesis of the optically active epoxyaldehyde
derivative A, which would be applicable for the syntheses of
carotenoids and the related natural products as a common chiral
intermediate. Herein, we disclose the stereocontrolled prepara-
tion of all its stereoisomers, B, C, and D, and the efficient total
syntheses of (�)-loliolide (1a), (�)-xanthoxin (2), and their

stereoisomers.
The desirable high diastereoselectivity was achieved by

finding the precise reaction conditions for the Sharpless
asymmetric epoxidation10 of 3.9 Thus, it was essential that all
reagents and solventsmust be freshly distilled, the use of the strict
equivalent of the reagents was required ((�)-diethyl-D-tartrate
(0.3 eq.), Ti(OiPr)4 (0.2 eq.), and tert-butylhydroperoxide
(2.0 eq.)), and the reaction temperature (�20 �C) was
controlled. Under these precise reaction conditions, we
obtained the desired anti-epoxide 4 in 99% yield and 92%
de (Scheme 1).11 Meanwhile, the epoxidation of 3 with
mCPBA surprisingly produced the syn-epoxide 5 with high
diastereoselectivity (94% de). The epoxides 4 and 5were then
transformed into the corresponding aldehydes A and B by the
Swern oxidation, respectively.12 Furthermore, aldehydes C
and D were stereoselectively obtained from the (3S)-hydroxy
ketone 6 by the same procedure.

We then examined the efficient synthesis of (�)-loliolide
from the epoxyaldehyde A. After several trials, we succeeded in
the stereoselective synthesis of (�)-loliolide via the Wittig
olefination with (trimethylsilyl)ethoxymethyltriphenylphospho-
nium bromide 7.13 Thus, the Wittig reaction of A with 7 yielded
the corresponding olefin 8 as a mixture of stereoisomers (Scheme
2). The acid treatment of the obtained crude olefin 8 produced the
lactol 9, which was oxidized with MnO2 and then treated with
TBAF to produce (�)-loliolide (1a) in 37% yield from A. The
spectral and physical data of the synthesized (�)-loliolide were in
good agreement with those already reported.14 The aldehydes B–
D were also transformed into (þ)-epiloliolide (1b; 40% yield
from B) and their enantiomers by the same procedure,
respectively. This is a new and efficient route for the synthesis
of optically active loliolide.

Scheme 1. Reagents and condition: a) (�)-diethyl-D-tartrate, Ti(OiPr)4,
1.5 M TBHP in toluene, MS 4 A, CH2Cl2, �20 �C, 30 min, 99%, 92% de;
b) mCPBA, CH2Cl2, rt, 1 h, 90%, 94% de; c) (COCl)2, DMSO, CH2Cl2,
�78 �C, 40 min; Et3N, 10 min, 100%.

Figure 1.
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Next, we examined the stereocontrolled synthesis of (�)-
xanthoxin and its stereoisomers. Thus, an acetylene derivative 10,
which was obtained from the epoxyaldehyde A9 was regio- and
stereoselectively transformed into (E)-vinylstannane 11 by the
Pd-catalyzed hydrostannylation (Scheme 2). The Stille coupling
of 11 with an ester 1215 in the presence of catalytic amounts of
PdCl2(CH3CN)2 and CuI in DMF smoothly proceeded, and the
corresponding coupling product 14was obtained in 64%yield in 2
steps under complete retention of its stereochemistry. The
reaction of 11 with alcohol 13 unfortunately gave a complex
mixture due to the decomposition of the coupling product. The
synthesis of (�)-xanthoxin (2) was achieved by the hydride
reduction of 14 followed byMnO2 oxidation of the resulting allyl
alcohol moiety. The spectral and physical data of the synthesized
(�)-xanthoxin were in good agreement with those already
reported.16 Furthermore, the aldehyde B–Dwas transformed into
the corresponding stereoisomers of (�)-xanthoxin ((�)-epix-
anthoxin; 26% yield form B) by the same procedure. The
utilization of the Pd-catalyzed coupling thus demonstrated is a
new approach for the synthesis of xanthoxin and related
compounds.

In conclusion, we achieved the efficient stereocontrolled
syntheses of (�)-loliolide, (�)-xanthoxin, and their stereoi-
somers. This is the first example that the stereochemistry in the
every stereoisomers of these oxidized metabolites has been
satisfactorily controlled. Our future interest is in the relationship
between the stereochemistry of our synthesized carotenoid
metabolites and their biological activities.
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