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The p repa ra t ion  of dis tannanes  f rom R3SnH , catalyzed by 10% Pd /C ,  was descr ibed  in [1] for only the one 
ca se  of the t r ans fo rma t ion  of (+)-(PhMe2CCH2)MePhSnH to the opt ical ly  ac t ive  d is tannane  (-)-[(PhMe2CCH2)Me. 
PhSn] 2 with a yield of 22.5%. 

We have  shown that the s tannie hydr ides  R~SnH a r e  rap id ly  dehydrogenated at ~ 20~ in the p r e s e n c e  of 
1 mole% PdC12(MeCN) 2 (I) or  PhPdI(PPh3) 2 (If), and a r e  conver ted  to the dis tannanes RGSn 2 with high yields.  The 
complex  (I) shows a higher  r eac t i v i t y  than ([I). A s i m i l a r  effect  of the ligand envi ronment  on the c a t a l y s t ' s  
ac t iv i ty  was a lso  found in o ther  r eac t ions  of organotin compounds [2]. The stannic hydr ides  were  p repa red  by 
reduct ion of the co r respond ing  chlor ides  with LiA1H 4 and they were  used without sepa ra t ing  them a f t e r  d e c o m -  
posit ion of the reac t ion  mix tu re  with a min imum amount  of wa te r  

B.sSllCI l) LiAIl:h, EL.O, 20 ~ 4 hR~sn 2 
2) H~O 3) Pd(ll) 

The following list identifies R, the catalyst, the reaction time in min, and the yield of the separated prod- 
uct based on the original R3SnCI in %: Me, (If), 60, 81; Bu, (1), 15, 89; Ph, (1), 15, 78; Et, (I), 15,71. 

[[he suggested reaction may serve as a convenient method of preparing organodistannanes. 
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