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The methods for selective synthesis of regioisomeric 4�amino� and 6�amino�1�aryl�3�R�
1H�pyrazolo[3,4�b]pyridine�5�carbonitriles were developed. Heating 4�amino�substituted pyr�
azolo[3,4�b]pyridines gave 6�amino�substituted isomers in quantitative yield. Spectral differ�
ences characteristic of both isomers were evaluated based on the 13C NMR spectra.
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5�Amino�1�phenylpyrazoles are the key compounds
for the synthesis of novel substituted pyrazoles and pyr�
azolo[3,4�b]pyridines.1—3 Combining pharmacophoric
pyrazole and pyridine fragments in one molecule opens
access to a series of nitrogen�containing polycyclic com�
pounds with valuable biological properties. According to
the published data, among pyrazolo[3,4�b]pyridine deriv�
atives, compounds exhibiting antiproliferative,4 antitu�
mor,5 antimicrobial and antibacterial,6—8 antithrombotic9

as well as antiviral10 activity were found. Therefore, these
compounds inhibit Pim kinases,11 phosphoinositide 3�ki�
nase,12 and acetylcholinesterase.13

Annulation of a pyridine ring to a pyrazole rings (reac�
tion of 1�substituted 5�aminopyrazoles with dielectro�
philes)3,14—17 and the Friedlander condensation13,18—20 are
commonly used for the synthesis of these compounds.
Alternative approaches towards heterocycles containing
pyrazolo[3,4�b]pyridine fragment are annulation of the
pyrazole ring to the pyridine ring starting from 2�halo�
gen�3�substituted pyridines (3�cyano�21—23 and 3�acetyl�24)
and the reaction of 2�N�nitroso�3�acetylpyridines25 with
hydrazines. Pyrazolo[3,4�b]pyridines were also obtained
by regioselective procedures based on the indole26 and
benzopyrane27 ring opening.

A wide range of biological activity of pyrazolo[3,4�b]�
pyridines encourages the search for new compounds of
these type and modification of the known synthetic methods.
Cyclocondensation of 5�aminopyrazoles with 1,3�di�
electrophiles can results in two regioisomeric pyrazolo[3,4�b]�
pyridines, which differ in the position of the substituents at
the C(4) and C(6). The structure of these compounds is often
difficult to establish even only one regioisomer is formed.

The number of publications devoted to both the synthetic
procedure development and assignment of the regiostruc�
ture of the heterocycles bearing pyrazolo[3,4�b]pyridine
moiety based on NMR spectroscopy are scares.

In continuation of our research on the reactions of
N�substituted 5�aminopyrazoles with 1,3�dielectrophyles28,
in the present work with the aim of synthesizing function�
alized pyrazolopyridines selectively, we studied the regio�
selectivity of the reactions of N�aryl�substituted 5�amino�
pyrazoles with ethoxymethylidenemalononitrile.

Heating a mixture of N�substituted 5�aminopyrazoles
1a—c and ethoxymethylidenemalononitrile (2) in reflux�
ing methanol for ~20 h (Scheme 1) resulted selectively in

Scheme 1

1, 3: Ar = Ph (a), 3�ClC6H4 (b), 4�EtO2CC6H4 (c)



Petrov et al.892 Russ.Chem.Bull., Int.Ed., Vol. 61, No. 4, April, 2012

4�amino�1�aryl�3�methyl�1H�pyrazolo[3,4�b]pyridine�5�
carbonitriles 3a—c in the yields of 40—53%.29—31

The reaction involves initial formation of linear
structures, 2�(1�aryl�3�methyl�1H�5�pyrazolylamino�
methylidene)malononitriles of the type A, arising from
the nucleophilic attack of the exocyclic nitrogen atom of
the aminopyrazole on the carbon atom of the ethoxy�
methylidene group of compound 2. The structures of
these compounds were evaluated from the analysis of the
1H NMR spectra of the reaction mixtures. The reaction of
aminopyrazole 1a carried out at 20 C in MeOH for 3 days
afforded intermediate compound A and product 3a in
40 and 60%, respectively. In the 1H NMR spectra, the low
field signals characteristic of the linear structure A were
observed, namely, the doublets of the NH group and the
neighboring =CH moiety at  11.12 and 8.01, respective�
ly, with spin�spin coupling constant of 9.5 Hz. 2�[1�(3�
Chlorophenyl)�3�methyl�1H�5�pyrazolylaminomethyl�
idene]malononitrile A was obtained by three�component
reaction of 5�aminopyrazole 1b, malononitrile, and tri�
ethyl orthoformate in refluxing methanol.32

At the same time, heating 5�aminopyrazoles 1a—d with
ethoxymethylidenemalononitrile (2) in refluxing butyl
alcohol for ~20 h gave regioisomeric 6�amino�1�aryl�3�
methyl�1H�pyrazolo[3,4�b]pyridine�5�carbonitriles 4a—d
in 57—65% yields (Scheme 2).

Scheme 2

1, 3, 4: R = Me, Ar = Ph (a), 3�ClC6H4 (b), 4�EtO2CC6H4 (c);
R = 4�ClC6H4, Ar = Ph (d)

The similar compounds were previously obtained13,20,33

only by the reactions of 5�amino�3�R�1�aryl�1H�pyr�
azolo�4�carbaldehydes with malononitrile. In the case of
N�substituted 5�aminopyrazole 1e (Ar = Ph, R = But), no
formation of pyrazolo[3,4�b]pyridines 3 or 4 was detected
neither refluxing the starting reactants in butyl alcohol nor
at heating them in diphenyl ether at 230—235 C. The
linear structures A were not also found.

It was shown by special experiments that heating of
compounds 3 in refluxing butyl alcohol lead to regioiso�
meric compounds 4 in nearly quantitative yields (Scheme 3).
This reaction can also be performed in the inert solvent,
diphenyl ether, at 230—235 C.

Scheme 3

Thus, apparently, upon heating the starting reactants
in refluxing butyl alcohol, initially formed pyrazolopy�
ridines 3a—c (the kinetic control products) isomerize into
thermodynamically more stable compounds 4a—c (see
Scheme 3). This issue was confirmed by the data summa�
rized in Table 1, which indicate selective formation of
regioisomer 3 in the reaction mixture during first 30 min
of the reaction, while the prolonged heating resulted in the
accumulation of regioisomer 4.

It is possible to assume that isomerization involved
a reaction sequence of pyridine ring opening of compound 3
by cleavage of the C—C bond, prototropic isomeri�
zation, [1,3] shift of the —CH=C(CN)C=NH group,
and the ring closure with new C—N bond formation
(Scheme 4).

Ratios of the formed regioisomers were determined
based on 1H NMR spectra of the reaction mixtures. The
methyne proton of the pyridine fragment and the protons
of the methyl group of regioisomer 3 resonate in the stron�

Table 1. Ratio of regioisomers 3 and 4 formed at reflux�
ing 5�aminopyrazoles 1 and ethoxymethylidenemalono�
nitrile (2) in butyl alcohol depending on the reaction
time (t)*

t/min Ratio of regioisomers

3a : 4a 3b : 4b 3c : 4c

30 91 : 9 94 : 6 93.5 : 6.5
100 76 : 24 50 : 50 77 : 23
160 67 : 33 31 : 69 54 : 46
250 31 : 69 11 : 89 36 : 64
330 12 : 88 6 : 94 18.5 : 81.5
400 10 : 90 3.5 : 96.5 10 : 90
550 5.5 : 94.5 1.5 : 98.5 3.5 : 96.5

* According to the 1H NMR data of the samples of the
reaction mixture taken upon the reaction.
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ger field as compared with those of isomer 4; in contrary,
the NH2 group resonates in the lower field.

This transformation was also performed in three�com�
ponent version by refluxing 5�aminopyrazole 1b, malono�
nitrile, and triethyl orthoformate in butyl alcohol. Com�
pound 4b was the only product of the reaction.

Compositions and structures of the compounds syn�
thesized were evaluated using 1H and 13C NMR spectro�
scopy, mass spectrometry (ESI), and X�ray diffraction.

Relative orientation of the substituents in the pyridine
ring of pyrazolo[3,4�b]pyridines 3 and 4 (H and NH2) was
established based on the nuclear Overhauser effect ob�
served in the 2D NOESY spectrum. In NOESY spectrum
of compound 4a in CDCl3, cross peaks of high intensity
for the couplings of the protons of the methyl group at
 2.56 with the CH(4) at  8.12 indicate their neighboring
location, which can be realized only for regioisomer 4a but
not for alternative structure 3a. These data allowed us
to identify in the 13C NMR spectra the signals of the
carbon atoms C(5), C(3a), C(6), C(4), and CH3 charac�
teristic of regioisomeric pyrazolo[3,4�b]pyridines 3a—d
and 4a—d (Table 2).

The structure of compound 4b was confirmed by
a single crystal X�ray diffraction. Geometry of the mole�
cule of 4b is shown on Fig. 1. The hydrogen atom is bond�
ed to the C(4) and the amino group is located at the C(6).
Heteroatomic bicyclic system N(1)N(2)C(3)C(3a)C(4)�
C(5)C(6)N(7)C(7a) is nearly planar, the maximum devi�
ation from the mean plane is 0.019 Å (the C(3) atom).
All formally single bonds of the pyrazolopyridine system
(C—C, C—N, and N—N) are significantly shortened as

compared with the standard bond lengths (1.54, 1.47, 1.45 Å,
respectively)34 indicating substantial delocalization of the
� and n�electrons.

In the crystal, molecules form centrosymmetric cyclic
dimers due to interactions of the amino group hydrogens
with the nitrile group nitrogens (N—H...NC—). These
supramolecular associates are further connected into
a three�dimensional framework by weaker contacts
C(12)—H...CN and C(12)—H...C(5) (the shortest dis�
tances C...C are 3.308(2) and 3.380(2) Å, respectively).
Besides, the second amino group hydrogen is H�bonded
to the solvate acetonitrile molecule presented in a crystal�
line lattice. The parameters of hydrogen bonds in the com�
pound 4b are given below (D is donor, A is acceptor).

D—H...A d/Å Angle DHA

D—H H...A D...A
/deg

N(4)—H(2N)...N(3) 0.85(2) 2.25(2) 3.079(2) 165.8(19)
N(4)—H(2M)...N(8) 0.87(2) 2.25(2) 3.103(2) 166.8(18)

In summary, varying the reaction conditions, the ex�
perimental procedures towards regioisomeric 4�amino�
and 6�amino�1�aryl�3�R�1H�pyrazolo[3,4�b]pyridin�5�
carbonitriles were developed. It was shown that 6�amino�
substituted pyrazolo[3,4�b]pyridines are thermodynami�
cally more stable than 4�amino derivatives. The charac�
teristic spectral differences between regioisomers were de�
termined based on the 13C NMR.

Scheme 4

Table 2. 13C Shifts of characteristic C�atoms of pyrazo�
lo[3,4�b]pyridines 3a—c and 4a—d

Atom 

C 3a—c 4a—c 4d

С(5) 65.9—67.0 87.1—87.4 88.9
C(3a) 101.1—101.2 109.2—109.5 106.6
C(4) 116.0—116.3 138.3—138.5 139.2
C(6) 149.3—149.4 158.9 158.6
CH3 16.2—16.3 11.9—12.0 —

Fig. 1. Crystal structure of compound 4b.
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Experimental

1H and 13C NMR spectra were run on a Bruker DPX�300
instrument (300.13 and 75.47 MHz, respectively) at 22 C in
CDCl3, DMSO�d6 or DMSO�d6—CCl4 (1 : 2). Chemical shifts
are given in the  scale relative to the residual solvent signals
(H 7.28, C 76.90 (CDCl3); H 2.50, C 39.50 (DMSO�d6)).
Elemental composition was determined by high resolution mass
spectrometry on a Bruker Daltonics microTOF instrument
employing electrospray ionization (ESI) and operating in the
positive ion mode. Malononitrile, ethoxymethylidenemalono�
nitrile, ethyl orthoformate (Alfa Aesar), and the solvents (pro�
duced in Russia) were used. The starting aminopyrazoles,
3�methyl�1�phenyl�1H�5�pyrazolamine (1a) (m.p. 111—112 C
(EtOH)), 3�methyl�1�(3�chlorophenyl)�1H�5�pyrazolamine
(1b) (m.p. 138—139 C (EtOH)), ethyl 4�(5�amino�3�methyl�
1H�1�pyrazolyl)benzoate (1c) (m.p. 157—158 C (EtOH)), and
1�phenyl�3�(4�chlorophenyl)�1H�5�pyrazolamine (1d) (m.p.
186—187 C (EtOH)), were synthesized according to the known
procedures.35,36

2�[1�(3�Chlorophenyl)�3�methyl�1H�5�pyrazolylaminome�
thylidene]malononitrile (A). A mixture of 5�aminopyrazole 1b
(1 mmol), malononitrile (1 mmol), and triethyl orthoformate
(0.5 mL) in MeOH (7 mL) was refluxed for 6 h. The solvent was
removed in vacuo, the residue was recrystallized. Yield 48%,
m.p. 207—208 C (EtOH). High resolution MS, found:
m/z 284.0705 [M + H]+. C14H10ClN5. Calculated: 284.0697
[M + H]+. 1H NMR (DMSO�d6), : 2.21 (s, 3 H, Me); 6.39,
6.45 (both s, 1 H, =CH, pyrazole); 7.49—7.62 (m, 4 H, H arom.);
8.04, 8.13 (both br.s, 1 H, =CH); 10.89, 11.23 (both br.s, 1 H,
NH). 13C NMR (DMSO�d6), : 13.77 (Me); 53.54 (C(2´));
101.29 (C(4)); 113.48, 115.72 (2 CN); 121.97, 123.98, 127.13,
130.95 (4 C, arom.); 133.54 (C(3´) arom.); 139.38, 139.59 (C(1´)
arom., C(5)); 148.99 (C(3)); 160.31 (C(1´)).

Reaction of 5�aminopyrazoles 1 with ethoxymethylidene�
malononitrile (2) in MeOH (general procedure). A mixture of
5�amino�1�arylpyrazole 1 (1 mmol) and ethoxymethylidene�
malononitrile (2) (1 mmol) in MeOH (3 mL) was refluxed for
20 h. The solvent was removed in vacuo, the residue was recrys�
tallized from EtOH.

4�Amino�3�methyl�1�phenyl�1H�pyrazolo[3,4�b]pyridine�5�
carbonitrile (3a). Yield 0.10 g (40%), m.p. 172—173 C (from
EtOH) (cf. Ref. 31: m.p. 192—194 C). High resolution MS,
found: m/z 250.1038 [M + H]+. C14H11N5. Calculated: 250.1087
[M + H]+. 1H NMR (DMSO�d6), : 2.35 (s, 3 H, CH3); 7.17
(br.s, 2 H, NH2); 7.44—7.54 (m, 5 H, CH arom.); 7.97 (s, 1 H,
H(6)). 13C NMR (CDCl3), : 12.56 (CH3); 68.24 (C(5));
101.47 (C(3a)); 115.67 (C(4)); 117.06 (CN); 124.10 (C(2´), C(6´)
arom.); 129.24 (C(4´) arom.); 130.03 (C(3´), C(5´) arom.);
135.88 (C(1´) arom.); 147.15 (C(3)); 150.87 (C(6));
151.54 (C(7a)). 13C NMR (DMSO�d6), : 16.27 (CH3); 65.88
(C(5)); 101.16 (C(3a)); 116.34 (C(4)); 117.32 (CN); 124.23
(C(2´), C(6´) arom.); 128.05 (C(4´) arom.); 129.59 (C(3´), C(5´)
arom.); 136.91 (C(1´) arom.); 148.49 (C(3)); 149.37 (C(6));
151.32 (C(7a)).

4�Amino�1�(3�chlorophenyl)�3�methyl�1H�pyrazolo[3,4�b]�
pyridine�5�carbonitrile (3b). Yield 0.11 g (40%), m.p. 202—203 C
(from EtOH). High resolution MS, found: m/z 284.0648
[M + H]+. C14H10ClN5. Calculated: 284.0697 [M + H]+.
1H NMR (DMSO�d6—CCl4 (1 : 2)), : 2.37 (s, 3 H, CH3); 7.12

(br.s, 2 H, NH2); 7.35—7.50 (m, 3 H, H arom.); 7.52 (s, 1 H,
H(2´) arom.); 7.90 (s, 1 H, H(6)). 13C NMR (without proton
decoupling, DMSO�d6), : 16.16 (q, CH3, J = 128.7 Hz); 66.55
(t, C(5), J = 1.8 Hz); 101.08 (d, C(3a), J = 1.8 Hz); 116.16 (d, C(4),
3J = 13.2 Hz); 117.18 (d, CN, J = 8.0 Hz); 122.90 (ddd, C(6´)
arom., J = 166.2 Hz, 3J = 6.5 Hz, 2J = 1.5 Hz); 124.10 (dt, C(2´)
arom., J = 168.8 Hz, 2J = 5.0 Hz); 127.93 (ddd, C(4´) arom.,
J = 167.8 Hz, 3J = 6.0 Hz, 2J = 1.5 Hz); 131.17 (d, C(5´) arom.,
J = 166.3 Hz); 133.70 (m, C(3´) arom.); 138.15 (dd, C(1´) arom.,
3J = 9.3 Hz, 2J = 2.9 Hz); 148.92 (m, C(3)); 149.38 (d, C(6),
J = 156.1 Hz); 151.47 (d, C(7a), 3J = 5.2 Hz).

Ethyl 4�(4�amino�5�cyano�3�methyl�1H�pyrazolo[3,4�b]�
pyridin�1�yl)benzoate (3c). Yield 53%, m.p. 213—214 C. High
resolution MS, found: m/z 322.1311 [M + H]+. C17H15N5O2.
Calculated: 322.1298 [M + H]+. 1H NMR (DMSO�d6—CCl4),
: 1.41 (t, 3 H, Me, J = 6.9 Hz); 2.39 (s, 3 H, Me); 4.36 (q, 2 H,
CH2, J = 6.9 Hz); 7.16 (s, 2 H, NH2); 7.64 (d, 2 H, H arom.,
J = 8.0 Hz); 7.93 (s, 1 H, H(6)); 8.07 (d, 2 H, H arom.,
J = 8.0 Hz). 13C NMR (DMSO�d6), : 14.09 (Me); 16.04 (Me);
60.93 (CH2); 67.00 (C(5)); 101.23 (C(3a)); 115.99 (C(4));
117.01 (CN); 123.44 (C(2´)); 128.52 (C(4´)); 130.39 (C(3´));
140.69 (C(1´)); 149.24, 149.33 (CMe, =CH); 151.29 (C(7a));
164.94 (C=O).

Reaction of 5�aminopyrazoles 1 with ethoxymethylidenema�
lononitrile (2) in BuOH. A mixture of 5�amino�1�arylpyrazole 1
(1 mmol) and ethoxymethylidenemalononitrile (2) (1 mmol) in
BuOH (3 mL) was refluxed for 20 h. The solvent was removed
in vacuo, the residue was recrystallized from EtOH.

6�Amino�3�methyl�1�phenyl�1H�pyrazolo[3,4�b]pyridine�5�
carbonitrile (4a). Yield 65%, m.p. 193—194 C (cf. Ref. 33:
m.p. 226 C; cf. Ref. 13: m.p. 223—225 C). High resolution MS,
found: m/z 250.1073 [M + H]+. C14H11N5. Calculated: 250.1087
[M + H]+. 1H NMR (CDCl3), : 2.56 (s, 3 H, CH3); 5.38 (br.s,
2 H, NH2); 7.31 (t, 1 H, H(4´) arom., J = 8.0 Hz); 7.50 (t, 2 H,
H(3´) arom., J = 8.0 Hz); 8.12 (s, 1 H, H(4)); 8.13 (d, 2 H, H(2´)
arom., J = 8.0 Hz). 1H NMR (DMSO�d6), : 2.43 (s, 3 H, CH3);
7.22 (br.s, 2 H, NH2); 7.25 (t, 1 H, H(4´) arom., J = 8.0 Hz);
7.47 (t, 2 H, H(3´) arom., J = 8.0 Hz); 8.17 (d, 2 H, H(2´) arom.,
J = 8.0 Hz); 8.49 (s, 1 H, H(4)). 13C NMR (without proton
decoupling, DMSO�d6), : 12.01 (q, CH3, J = 128.7 Hz); 87.10
(t, C(5), J = 4.5 Hz); 109.21 (d, C(3a), J = 3.0 Hz); 117.36
(d, CN, J = 5.0 Hz); 119.95 (dt, C(2´) arom., J = 161.5 Hz,
3J = 8.0 Hz); 125.28 (dt, C(4´) arom., J = 163.5 Hz, 3J = 8.0 Hz);
128.93 (dt, C(3´) arom., J = 161.5 Hz, 3J = 8.5 Hz); 138.44
(d, C(4), J = 169.5 Hz); 139.00 (t, C(1) arom., 3J = 8.5 Hz);
144.18 (qd, C(3), 2J = 7.0 Hz, 3J = 2.0 Hz); 151.18 (d, C(7a),
3J = 8.0 Hz); 158.87 (d, C(6), 3J = 6.0 Hz).

6�Amino�1�(3�chlorophenyl)�3�methyl�1H�pyrazolo[3,4�b]�
pyridine�5�carbonitrile (4b). Yield 0.16 g (57%), m.p. 190—191 C
(from EtOH). High resolution MS, found: m/z 284.0688 [M + H]+.
C14H10ClN5. Calculated: 284.0697 [M + H]+. 1H NMR
(DMSO�d6—CCl4 (1 : 2)), : 2.47 (s, 3 H, CH3); 7.01 (br.s, 2 H,
NH2); 7.18 (d, 1 H, H(4´) arom., J = 8.0 Hz); 7.44 (t, 1 H, H(5´)
arom., J = 8.0 Hz); 8.27 (d, 1 H, H(6´) arom., J = 8.0 Hz); 8.30
(s, 1 H, H(2´) arom.); 8.36 (s, 1 H, H(4)). 13C NMR (without
proton decoupling, DMSO�d6), : 11.98 (q, CH3, J = 128.6 Hz);
87.35 (t, C(5), 2J = 4.5 Hz); 109.32 (d, C(3a), 2J = 3.0 Hz);
117.19 (d, CN, 3J = 6.0 Hz); 117.73 (dt, C(6´) arom., J = 167.0 Hz,
3J = 5.5 Hz); 118.83 (dm, C(2´) arom., J = 169.5 Hz,
3J = 5.0 Hz); 124.72 (ddd, C(4´) arom., J = 169.0 Hz); 130.55
(d, C(5´) arom., J = 164.6 Hz); 133.38 (m, C(3´) arom.); 138.49
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(d, C(4), J = 169.5 Hz); 140.15 (br.d, C(1´) arom., 3J = 10.5 Hz);
144.84 (dq, C(3), 2J = 7.0 Hz, 3J = 2.5 Hz); 151.39 (d, C(7a),
3J = 7.5 Hz); 158.95 (d, C(6), 3J = 6.5 Hz).

Ethyl 4�(6�amino�5�cyano�3�methyl�1H�pyrazolo[3,4�b]�
pyridin�1�yl)benzoate (4c). Yield 62%, m.p. 216—217 C (from
EtOH). High resolution MS, found: m/z 322.1272 [M + H]+.
C17H15N5O2. Calculated: M = 322.1299 [M + H]+. 1H NMR
(DMSO�d6—CCl4 (1 : 2)), : 1.41 (t, 3 H, Me, J = 7.0 Hz); 2.48
(s, 3 H, Me); 4.34 (q, 2 H, CH2, J = 7.0 Hz); 7.05 (s, 2 H, NH2);
8.03 (d, 2 H, H arom., J = 8.7 Hz); 8.39 (s, 1 H, H(4)); 8.44 (d, 2 H,
H arom., J = 8.7 Hz). 13C NMR (DMSO�d6), : 11.92 (Me);
14.11 (Me); 60.56 (CH2); 87.39 (C(5)); 109.50 (C(3a)); 117.06
(CN); 118.55 (C(2´) arom.); 125.68 (C(4´) arom.); 129.93 (C(3´)
arom.); 138.34 (C(4)); 142.56 (C(1´) arom.); 145.25 (C(3));
151.62 (C(7a)); 158.90 (C(6)); 165.12 (C=O).

6�Amino�3�(4�chlorophenyl)�1�phenyl�1H�pyrazolo[3,4�b]�
pyridine�5�carbonitrile (4d). Yield 80%, m.p. 257—258 C (from
BuOH). High resolution MS, found: m/z 346.0776 [M + H]+.
C19H12ClN5. Calculated: 346.0854 [M + H]+. 1H NMR
(DMSO�d6—CCl4 (1 : 2)), : 7.05 (br.s, 2 H, NH2); 7.28
(t, 1 H, H(4´) arom., J = 7.3 Hz); 7.48 (d, 2 H, H arom.,
J = 8.7 Hz); 7.50 (t, 2 H, H(3´) arom., J = 7.3 Hz); 8.04 (d, 2 H,
H arom., J = 8.7 Hz); 8.29 (d, 2 H, H(2´) arom., J = 7.3 Hz);
8.75 (s, 1 H, H(4)). 13C NMR (without proton decoupling,
DMSO�d6), : 88.88 (t, C(5), 2J = 4.2 Hz); 106.57 (s, C(3a));
117.09 (d, CN, 3J = 6.0 Hz); 120.83 (dm, =CH arom., J = 162.6
Hz); 126.02 (dt, =CH arom., J = 162.6 Hz, 3J = 8.0 Hz); 128.60
(dt, CH arom., J = 163.5 Hz, 3J = 7.0 Hz); 128.92 (dd, CH
arom., J = 161.5 Hz, 3J = 7.5 Hz); 129.97 (dd, CH arom.,
J = 167.5 Hz, 3J = 5.0 Hz); 130.27 (t, C(1´), J = 8.0 Hz); 133.70
(tt, C(4´) arom., 3J = 11.0 Hz, 2J = 3.0 Hz); 138.68 (td, C(1´),
3J = 9.5 Hz, 2J = 2.5 Hz); 139.18 (d, C(4), J = 169.6 Hz); 143.33

(m, C(3)); 151.18 (d, C(7a), 3J = 8.0 Hz); 158.61 (d, C(6),
3J = 6.5 Hz).

Three�component reaction of aminopyrazole 1b, malononitrile,
and ethyl orthoformate. A mixture of aminopyrazole 1b (1 mmol),
malononitrile (1 mmol), and ethyl orthoformate (0.5 mL) in
butyl alcohol was refluxed for 18 h. The solvent was removed
in vacuo, the residue was recrystallized from BuOH. 6�Amino�
1�(3�chlorophenyl)�3�methyl�1H�pyrazolo[3,4�b]pyridine�5�
carbonitrile (4b) was obtained in the yield of 50%.

Isomerization of regioisomers 3 into regioisomers 4. General
procedure A. A mixture of compounds 3a—c (1 mmol) and di�
phenyl ether (1.5 g) was heated at 230—235 C for 0.5 h. The
reaction mixture was diluted with hexane (6 mL), the precipitate
formed was filtered off. Compounds 4a—c were obtained in the
yields of 100% (according to the 1H NMR spectral data).

General procedure B. A mixture of compounds 3a—c
(1 mmol) in BuOH (3 mL) was refluxed for 10 h. The reaction
mixture was cooled to ambient temperature, the solvent was
removed in vacuo. Compounds 4a—c were obtained in the yields
of 100% (according to the 1H NMR spectral data).

X�ray diffraction analysis. Single crystal of compound 4b was
obtained by slow concentration of a solution in MeCN at 20 C.
For the X�ray diffraction, the crystal was immersed in cryo�oil
and mounted on a Nylon loop. The X�ray diffraction data were
collected on a Bruker AXS Smart ApexII diffractometer at 100(2) K
(monochromator, Mo�K radiation ( = 0.71073 Å)). The cell
parameters were refined by APEX2 program.37 The structure
was solved by the direct method using SHELXS�97 software38

and WinGX graphical interface.39 Absorption correction were
applied using SADABS v.2.10 program40. The hydrogen atoms
of the amine group were located in difference Fourier maps and
refined isotropically. The positions of the remained hydrogen
atoms were calculated and refined using the riding model. The
crystal of compound 4b contains the acetonitrile solvation mole�
cule. The crystal structure parameters and experimental details
are given in Table 3, selected bond lengths and angles are listed
in Table 4. The atomic coordinates and displacement parameters
for compound 4b were deposited with the Cambridge Crystallo�
graphyc Data Center (http://ccdc.cam.ac.uk; CCDC 817502).

This work was financially supported by the Russian Foun�
dation for Basic Research (Project No. 10�03�00600a).

Table 3. Principal crystallographic data and parameters of
the X�ray diffraction experiment for compound 4b

Parameter Value

Molecular formula C16H13ClN6
Molecular weight 324.77
T/K 100(2)
Crystal system Monoclinic
Space group P21/n
a/Å 9.9578(3)
b/Å 7.4681(2)
c/Å 20.3407(6)
/deg 90
/deg 90.237(2)
/deg 90
V/Å3 1512.64(8)
Z 4
dcalc/mg m–3 1.426
/mm–1 0.261
Crystal size/mm 0.22×0.09×0.08
Scanning range/deg 2.00—26.00
Number of measured reflections 9012
Number of independent reflections 2973

(Rint = 0.0244)
R1(I > 2) 0.0335
wR2(I > 2) 0.0819

Table 4. The principal bond distances (d) and bond angles () in
compound 4b

Bond d/Å Angle /deg

N(1)—C(7a) 1.3753(19) C(7a)—N(1)—N(2) 110.50(12)
N(1)—N(2) 1.3961(18) N(7)—C(7a)—N(1) 126.52(14)
N(2)—C(3) 1.310(2) N(2)—N(1)—C(11) 118.87(12)
N(7)—C(7a) 1.332(2) C(3)—N(2)—N(1) 106.62(12)
N(7)—C(6) 1.341(2) C(7a)—N(7)—C(6) 114.78(13)
С(3)—C(3a) 1.423(2) N(2)—C(3)—C(3a) 111.08(14)
С(3a)—C(4) 1.391(2) C(4)—C(3a)—C(7a) 117.67(14)
С(4)—C(5) 1.382(2) C(4)—C(3a)—C(3) 136.64(15)
С(5)—C(6) 1.434(2) C(7a)—C(3a)—C(3) 105.66(14)
С(3a)—C(7a) 1.404(2) C(5)—C(4)—C(3a) 116.93(14)
N(4)—C(6) 1.345(2) C(4)—C(5)—C(6) 120.80(14)
N(1)—C(11) 1.413(2) N(7)—C(6)—C(5) 122.48(14)
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