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Chemoselective Activation of Aldimine in Preference to Aldehyde by the Combination of
BF;°OEt, and Water: Novel Catalyst for the Mannich-type Reaction
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Reported herein are that catalytic amount of conventional
Lewis acids activated aldimines in preference to aldehydes, and
addition of water to BF3¢OEt, accelerated the Mannich-type
reaction significantly to afford f-amino carbonyl compounds in
high yields.

Nucleophilic addition of carbon nucleophiles to imine
constitutes a significant class of organic reactions.l
Chemoselective nucleophilic addition to imine moiety in the
presence of carbonyl moiety is important from the synthesis of
multi-functional compounds. In general, aldimines are less
reactive toward nucleophilic addition in comparison with
a]dehydes.2 Furthermore, equal amount of activator is
frequently required for the activation of aldimines. Thus,
chemoselective addition toward imine group by means of
catalytic amount of activator is not a trivial issue. Several
chemoselective activators of imine moiety have been developed
recently. For instance, Yamamoto and co-workers reported
Pd(II) catalyzed chemoselective allylation of aldimines with
allylstannanes.3 Kobayashi and co-workers found that
lanthanide or scandium triflate* mediated allylation and Mannich-
type reactions proceeded smoothly toward aldimines in
preference to aldehydes.56 We have also reported that Sc(OTf)3
catalyzed allylation with allylgermane took place highly
chemoselectively toward aldimine in preference to aldehyde.”

Conventional Lewis acids, such as BF3*OEt; and SnCly, are

N OTMS
| + PhCHO +
Ph) )\ Ph
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Lewis acid PhHN O HO O

CH;CN Ph)\/u\Ph+ Ph/|\/u\Ph

0°C 1 2

Table 1. Effect of the loading of the Lewis acid

Entry Lewis acid Equiv® Reaction time oYflfil;,i% (‘)[f}f;l/c‘l%)

1 BFpOE, 10 30min 18 48
2 BFyOEt, 02 30min 60 15
3 SnCly 1.0 1hP° 1 75
4 - SnCl 02 30 min® 67 3
5 Zn(OTf), 1.0 1h 83 0
6 Zn(OTf), 0.2 1h 78 0
7 Zr(OTf); 1.0 30min 81 0
8 Zr(OTf), 02 30min 71 0

*Molar equivalent of Lewis acid. bCH2C12 was employed as a solvent.
“The reaction temperature was —78 °C.

reported to activate aldehydes in preference to aldimines whereas
both Pd(II) and Ln(OTf)3 activate aldimines highly
chemoselectively.3:6 I suspected that aldimine might well be
activated more strongly even under the influence of conventional
Lewis acid in consideration that Lewis basicity of nitrogen in
aldimine is stronger than that of oxygen of aldehyde. In this
communication, we document that conventional Lewis acids do
activate aldimine chemoselectively with small loading.
Furthermore, addition of water to BF3°OEt; increased the
reactivity of aldimine significantly and Mannich-type addition of
silyl enolates to aldimine proceeded highly chemoselectively in
the presence of aldehydes to afford B-amino ketones in high
yields.8

At the outset, Lewis acid mediated addition of 1-phenyl-1-
trimethylsiloxyethene was studied in the presence of equal
amount of benzylideneaniline and benzaldehyde in acetonitrile
and the results are shown in Table 1. When BF3°OEt; or SnCly
was employed, dramatic changeover in chemoselectivity was
observed by the loading of the Lewis acid used. Use of 1.0
equiv of BF3*OEt; led to the chemoselective reaction toward
aldehyde, affording 2 preferentially (Entry 1), which is in accord
with the previous reports.3:6 In striking contrast, use of catalytic
amount of BF3¢OEt, resulted in the reversal of the
chemoselectivity and addition to aldimine took place
chemoselectively, affording the corresponding f-amino ketone
(1) preferentially though the reaction did not come to completion
(entry 2). The same effect of the loading of the Lewis acid was

NP OTMS
J + PhCHO +
Ph Ph
(1.0 equiv) (1.0 equiv) (1.5 equiv)
BF3*0OEt, (0.2 eq)
+ 2
CH;CN, 0 °C

Table 2. Effect of the additive

Yield Yield

i . a S
Entry Additive Equiv® Reaction time of 1% of 2/%

1 H0 0.1 30 min 92 5
2 H,0 1.0 1h 98 1

3 H0 10 30 min 97 1

4  HO0 50 17h 92 0
5  H,0° ol 30 min 69 12
6  H,0° 1.0 30 min 75 11
7 CHsOH 1.0 30 min 86 6
8 CH;CO,H 1.0 30 min 88 3
9 PhCOOH 1.0 30 min 90 8

#Molar equivalent of HyO. °1.0 equiv of BF3*OEt, was employed.
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observed with SnCly (entries 3 and 4). Metal triflates, however,
did not show such changeover in chemoselectivity (entries 5-8).

Although it turned out that use of catalytic amount of Lewis
acid activated aldimines preferentially, the Mannich adduct was
not obtained in moderate yield. Recently it was found that
addition of Brgnsted acid8¢-9 or water!0:11 to Lewis acid
accelerated the reaction. We screened several protic acid and
found that addition of a catalytic amount of water to BF3*OEt)
accelerated the Mannich-type reaction significantly, affording the
adduct (1) predominantly in high yield. Selected results are
shown in Table 2. Interestingly, aldol reaction was completely
suppressed.12 Mannich-type reaction underwent even in the
presence of 50 equiv of water (entry 4). When 1.0 equiv of
BF3°OEt) was employed, addition of water led to the changeover
in the chemoselectivity (entries 5 and 6). Not only water but also
methanol, acetic acid, and benzoic acid turned out to be effective
as additive for the activation of aldimines.13

N,R2 OTMS
J +PRcHo + Rs\%\ s
1 R
R T
(1.0eq.) (1.0eq.) (1.5eq.)
BF3*OEty, (0.2eq) R?HN O HO ©
BOWoeq) o A M I
3 4 3 4
CH,CN, 0 °C R™ R R™ R
1 trace
Table 3. Results of the Mannich-type reaction
Entry R! R? R®° R* R Yieldof %
1 Ph Ph H H Ph 97
2 p-NO,CgH, Ph H H Ph 84
3 p-CH;C¢H, Ph H H Ph 97
4 Ph pMeOCH, H H Ph 94
5 Ph pTs H H Ph 0
6 Ph PhCH, H H Ph 0
7 Ph Ph H Me Ph 84
8 Ph Ph H -(CHy),- 72
9 Ph Ph Me Me OMe 792

Three equivalents of ketene silyl acetal was used.

Present Mannich-type reaction took place smoothly with
other aromatic aldimines under the influence of 0.2 equiv of
BF3°0OFEt) and 10 mol equiv of H2O in CH3CN at 0 °C and the
results are shown in Table 3. For the substituents on nitrogen,
aromatic ring is requisite and aldimines with N-p-Ts and benzyl
moieties were not effective (entries 5 and 6). Not only other silyl
enol ethers but also a ketene silyl enol ether, which was

Chemistry Letters 1999

considered to be labile in aqueous conditions, also worked as a
nucleophile to afford the corresponding B-amino ester in a good
yield when 3.0 equiv of the ketene silyl acetal was employed. 14

It is known that BF3 forms dihydrates with water and the
hydrates partially dissociate into ions in liquid phase.l5 We have
quite recently reported that aqueous HBF4 is an efficient catalyst
in the Mannich-type reaction in aqueous media but HF is not so
effective.16 Thus, the active species may be strong Brgnsted
acid such as H¥BF3X- generated from BF3*OEt; and HX.15.17
Furthermore, present results clearly imply that strict anhydrous
conditions are required for the Lewis acid catalyzed aldol
reaction.
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