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cyano group where the spin density is at 

a cyanide ion leads to the alkylated 

a maximum.l' Then, elimination of 

aromatic nitrile (Mechanism 1). 

Another mechanism assumes that prior to dissociation the cation radical 

attacks the radical anion of aromatic nitriles, followed by the elimination 

of a cation of group 14 metals either in a contact ion pair or in a solvent 

separated ion pair (Mechanism 2). From the result of the radical clock and 

the consideration of carbon-metal bond energy* Mechanism 1 may be preferred 

in stannanes, while Mechanism 2 may be favored in silanes. 
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