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N-Alkyl and N-phenylthiomethylaziridines (I) have been shown not to be obtained by the 
reaction with formaldehyde and thiols, which is ordinary for secondary amines, since the 
thiols cleave the aziridine ring. 

The synthesis of (I) has been carried out for the first time by analogy to N-alkoxymethyl= 
aziridines by the reactions of chloromethyl sulfides with a) K/Na ethylenamides in hexane at 
--40~ [i] and b) ethylenimine in the presence of K2CO3 in ether or acetonitrile at about 20~ 
[2] (see Table i). 

RSCtt.,CI / [  RSCH2CI/K2CO3 ( '  
NH a) > RSCH2N \ - ~-T -HN 

M : K, Na (1) 

The structures of the products were confirmed by mass spectrometry. For example, for 
R = Me, m/z (relative intensity, %): M + 103 (5), 61 (8), 56 (i00), 42 (16). 0. A. Pan'shin 
participated in the synthesis by procedure a). 
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