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Abstract—A robust ‘catch and release’ synthesis of fused 2-alkylthio-3-substituted-pyrimidinones mediated by the polymer-bound
base P-BEMP is described. This reengineered synthesis combines the efficiency of the classical synthesis (three steps, three diversity
points) with the practical benefits of resin-bound reagents. The solution-phase strategy, reagent compatibility, and the results of
a representative 48-member combinatorial library are described and presented herein. © 2003 Elsevier Science Ltd. All rights
reserved.

1. Introduction

We recently reported a multi-step ‘catch and release’
synthesis of 3-alkylthio-1,2,4-triazoles mediated by the
polymer-bound base P-BEMP.1 This triazole synthesis
exploits both the efficiency of the classical synthesis
(three synthetic steps; three diversity points) and the
practical benefits of resin-bound reagents (use of excess
reagents, ease of use, automation-friendly).2–5 It quickly
became evident this simple ‘catch and release’ strategy
could be further exploited for synthesis of other hetero-
cycles. Fused pyrimidin-4-ones 9 were considered
attractive targets owing to the short concise synthesis
(three steps; three-point diversity),6,7 readily available
pools of diversity reagents,8 and diverse reported bio-
logical activity.9–11 As fused pyrimidin-4-ones were
poorly represented in our corporate compound collec-
tion, we sought a robust solution-phase approach that
not only eliminated the need for isolation of synthetic
intermediates but was also complementary to a
reported solid-phase method.12 In this letter, we report
a ‘catch and release’ synthesis of 2-alkylthio-3-substi-
tuted-3H-quinazolin-4-ones and thienopyrimidin-4-
ones mediated by the polymer-bound base, P-BEMP.
Application highlights, reagent compatibility, and the
results of a representative 48-member array are
described herein.

2. Results and discussion

2.1. P-BEMP enabled synthesis

The ‘catch and release’ sequence is described in Scheme
1. Central to this scheme is the strongly basic, nonnu-
cleophilic polymer-bound BEMP (2-tert-butylimino-2-
diethylamino-1,3-dimethyl -perhydro-1,3,2-diazaphos-
phorine on polystyrene, P-BEMP, Fig. 1).13,14 Owing to
these properties, P-BEMP is often the reagent of choice
for deprotonation and N-alkylation of weakly acidic
heterocycles.15,16 In this ‘catch and release’ preparation,
P-BEMP plays a key role in nearly every step of the
sequence.

2.2. The ‘catch’ step

A solution of substituted anthranilic acid ester 1 (1.3
equiv.) and isothiocyanate 2 (1.5–2.0 equiv.) in
dimethylsulfoxide (DMSO) is heated at 100°C for three
days to effect both addition and subsequent cyclization
to the 2-thioxo-quinazolin-4-one 3. Polymer-bound P-
BEMP (1 equiv.) and DMF17 are then added to cleanly
sequester the acidic heterocycle as ion-pair 4. Owing to
the polymer-bound nature of ion-pair 4, the excess
reagents/products (anthranilic ester, isothiocyanate, and
2-thioxo-quinazolinone 3) are easily removed during
subsequent resin washing steps. Surprisingly, DMSO is
an optimal and convenient solvent for preparation of
intermediates 3, 6 and the subsequent conversion to
ion-pair 4.18,19 Under these conditions, reaction of
isothiocyanate 2 with anthranilic ester 1 is believed to
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Scheme 1. ‘Catch and release’ synthesis of fused 2-alkylthio-pyrimidinones 9, 10.

Figure 1. Structure of polymer-bound BEMP.

substituted epoxide (i.e. 8a–d) ‘releases’ thioethers 9 or
10 into the solution. Simple filtration and subsequent
resin wash typically provides DMSO solutions of crude
products 9 or 10 in moderate to excellent purity
(LCMS-UV214; 50–100%).21,22 A substoichiometric
amount of electrophile 7 or 8 minimizes product con-
tamination as consumption of electrophile is typically
complete in 2–8 h. The scale of the experiment is
configured such that the resulting volume of DMSO
solution (containing products 9 or 10) is compatible
with the injection volume of the reverse-phase HPLC
purification step.23 While we find it convenient to use
DMSO in the release step during array production,
similar (though more variable) results were obtained
using acetonitrile (ACN) during building block qualifi-
cation experiments (refer to Fig. 3 and discussion
below). For example, a proton NMR spectrum of
representative crude quinazolinone 12a (‘released’ by
treatment of 11 with 1-bromopentane 7a in ACN) is
shown in Figure 2. Generic synthetic protocols for
array production (see representative fused pyrimidin-4-
ones in Fig. 4) and quinazolinone 12a are provided in
Ref. 25.24

2.4. Reagent compatibility

Building block qualification experiments were used to
define reagent compatibility for this P-BEMP-mediated
sequence. These experiments (designed to test the com-
patibility of a single class of diversity reagent) were
typically configured for either the Robbins FlexChem™
or Argonaut Quest210™ platforms.26 For example, to
identify suitable electrophiles, ion-paired quinazolin-4-
one 11 was treated in parallel with 0.1 M solutions of
diverse alkyl halides (i.e. 7a–d) or epoxides (i.e. 8a–d)
then allowed to react under conditions projected for
library synthesis. Additional details and representative
results are provided in Figure 3. Several observations
are highlighted here.

be the rate limiting step of the transformation as the
expected thiourea intermediate (analogous to 6) is not
observed by analytical methods (LCMS, NMR).

Based on the above observations, we were subsequently
surprised to find primarily accumulation of uncyclized
thiourea 6 when thiophene-based aminoesters 5 and
isothiocyanates 2 are reacted as described above
(Scheme 1). The results of additional experiments indi-
cate that (1) consumption of 5 (formation of 6) is, in
most cases, complete after heating for 20 h at 100°C;
(2) heating for longer than 20 h is typically counterpro-
ductive as thioureas 6 tend to slowly degrade rather
than cyclize; (3) addition of P-BEMP (1 equiv.) to a
solution of thiourea 6 rapidly effects both sequestration
and cyclization to ion-pair 4; and (4) excess reagents
and by-products are conveniently removed from ion-
pair 4 by a simple wash of the resin. The preferred
protocol for preparation of ion-pair 4 from thiophene-
based aminoesters 5 is highlighted in Scheme 1.

2.3. The ‘release’ step

DMSO is also an advantageous solvent for the ‘release’
step.20 As a result, it is convenient and robust to couple
the ‘release’ step with a subsequent high throughput
HPLC purification step for preparation of large arrays.
Room temperature treatment of ion-pair 4 with a
DMSO solution of alkylating agent (i.e. 7a–d) or mono-
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Figure 2. 400 MHz NMR of representative quinazolinone 12a (crude).

Figure 3. Representative results from qualification experiments—electrophiles 7, 8.

Reagents containing functional groups more acidic
than the fused 2-thioxopyrimidinone nucleus (pKa �
8.5)27 are not tolerated when using this protocol.

2.4.1. Electrophiles 7, 8. Based on experiments described
in Figure 3, compatibility trends for alkylating agents
parallel those reported earlier for 3-thio-1,2,4-tri-
azoles.1,12 Most common alkyl iodides and bromides
are compatible whether hindered or not (7a,d). In addi-
tion, many diverse benzyl halides (7b), �-haloesters, and
amides (7c) are successfully employed. For mono-sub-
stituted epoxides such as 8a–d, regiospecific ring open-
ing (SN2 attack at least hindered position) provides the
corresponding 2° alcohol derivatives 13a–d. As exem-
plified in Figure 3, use of epoxides as electrophile input
typically provides crude products of lower purity and
yield compared to those derived from alkyl halides

2.4.2. Aminoesters 1, 5. Many readily-accessible8

phenyl- and thienyl-based aminoesters (i.e. 1a–c, 5a-c,
see Fig. 4) are compatible. Aminoesters containing
neutral or electron-donating groups (i.e. alkoxy, alkyl,
H) at open ring positions performed best. In contrast,

ring substitution with electron-deficient groups (i.e. Cl,
F) rapidly decrease performance of these inputs under
these general conditions. Generally, the yields of prod-
ucts (9, 10) derived from anthranilic esters 1 are supe-
rior to those derived from thienyl-based aminoesters 5.

2.4.3. Isothiocyanates 2. With a few exceptions, compat-
ibility trends for isothiocyanates 2 parallel those
reported earlier for 3-thio-1,2,4-triazoles.1 Many
(un)branched alkyl (i.e. 2a,b,c,e) and substituted benzyl
isothiocyanates (i.e. 2d,f) are compatible with the
sequence (Fig. 4). Aryl isothiocyanates (i.e. 2g,h) are
also compatible but acylisothiocyanates (R-CO-NCS)
are not.

2.4.4. Resin-bound base. P-BEMP (Fluka cat. c 20026,
2.2 mmol/gram) was the only polymer-bound base
investigated during this work.28

2.5. Application

Using this reagent compatibility information and these
generic protocols, more than 3000 diverse, yet drug-
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Figure 4. Results for representative subset of hit identification array.

like,29 fused 2-alkylthio-3-substituted-pyrimidin-4-ones
(9, 10) were prepared for hit identification purposes
(90% registration rate after purification) using the Rob-
bins FlexChem™ platform. The 48 compounds high-
lighted in Figure 4 are a representative subset of this hit
identification array.30 This subset illustrates the trends
mentioned earlier in this report. With little modifica-
tion, this robust ‘catch and release’ strategy should be
amenable to other parallel synthesis platforms as well.

3. Conclusion

In this letter, we report a robust ‘catch and release’
preparation of 2-alkylthio-3-substituted-3H-quinazolin-
4-ones and thienopyrimidin-4-ones mediated by the
polymer-bound base, P-BEMP. This convenient synthe-
sis combines the efficiency of the classical synthesis
(three steps; three diversity points) with the practical
benefits of resin-bound reagents. We believe this is the
first reported solution-phase parallel synthesis of these
heterocycles. Efforts to extend this ‘catch and release’
paradigm to other heterocycles are in progress and will
be the topic of future reports.
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