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Abstract—Synthesis and fluorescence properties of oligodeoxynucleotides containing 4-methylamino-1,8-naphthalimide (NI) have
been described. NI was successfully incorporated into DNA without significant destabilization of DNA whilst retaining its high
fluorescence quantum yield. The attachment site of the NI greatly affected its property as an energy acceptor in FRET analysis.
# 2002 Elsevier Science Ltd. All rights reserved.

Fluorescence resonance energy transfer (FRET) is a
process by which the excited state energy of one fluor-
escent dye is transferred to another dye. Since the
FRET efficiency is dependent upon the distance between
the donor and acceptor dyes, this technique has been
widely used to determine the structure1�4 and conforma-
tional transition of nucleic acids,5�7 and the interaction
of the biomolecules even at the single molecule level.8,9

Recently, by incorporating three dye molecules in
DNA, multiple FRET resulting from irradiation at a
single wavelength has been successfully applied to detect
single nucleotide polymorphism.10 Thus, the usage of
several combinations of fluorescent dyes with different
photochemical properties would be useful for multiple
FRET analysis.11�13 However, since fluorescence quan-
tum yield (�F) of the dye molecules often becomes low
upon attachment to DNA, the dye molecules used for
DNA labeling in FRET analysis were restricted to
fluorescein,N,N,N0,N0-tetramethyl-6-carboxylrhodamine,
cyanine dyes, coumarin,14,15 and their derivatives. Here,
in order to expand the dye library for FRET analysis, we
have synthesized oligodeoxynucletotides (ODNs) con-
taining 4-methylamino-1,8-naphthalimide (NI). It has
been demonstrated that NI can be introduced into
DNA without significant loss of the duplex stability and
its high �F.

The NI group was conjugated to 50-end of ODN
by converting the N-(3-propanol)-4-methylamino-1,8-
naphthalimide (NIOH) to the corresponding phosphoro-
amidite derivative (4, Scheme 1).16 For incorporation of
the dye at the desired position inside the DNA, Yamana
et al. have reported that 20-sugar position of ODNs
is a suitable site for covalent attachment of several
fluorophores.14,17�21 According to their procedure, a
nucleoside derivative containing an NI group was syn-
thesized by the reaction of 20-amino-20-deoxyuridine
with 2-(4-methylamino-1,8-naphthalimide)acetic acid
(UNI, Scheme 2).22 UNI was converted to the phosphoro-
amidite derivative (10) and NI-containing ODNs were
synthesized by DNA synthesizer according to the stan-
dard procedure.23

First, to check the duplex stability of the NI-containing
ODNs, melting temperatures were measured for repre-
sentative ODNs studied here (Table 1). NIOH con-
jugated ODN (INIOH/II) showed higher stability
compared to the corresponding unmodified ODN (I/II).
On the other hand, incorporation of UNI (IUNI/II)
resulted in slight destabilization of ODN compared with
that of I/II. Thus, NI was incorporated into DNA
without large disturbance of the duplex stability.
Although NI has a high �F (0.8 in methanol),24 attach-
ment of dye to DNA often causes a significant decrease
of �F. �F values for INIOH/II and IUNI/II were measured
to be 0.46 and 0.40, respectively. Thus, NI retained the
�F upon incorporation into DNA. To obtain the infor-
mation on the energy accepting properties of NI, we
synthesized a series of ODNs containing NI as an
energy acceptor and pyrene (UPy) as an energy donor,25
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in which the distance between NI and pyrene was varied
by placing A-T base pairs between pyrene and NI
resulting in ca. 10–21 Å distance between UPy and
NIOH, and 14–24 Å distance between UPy and UNI,
respectively. The incorporation UPy resulted in the
increase of Tm values (I/IIPy1 and I/IIPy4); thus the
doubly labeled ODNs showed higher stability compared

with those of unmodified ODNs (I/II), and their corre-
sponding singly labeled ODNs (INIOH/II and IUNI/II).
Since NI has a very low molar extinction coefficient at
351 nm (<1500 M�1 cm�1), selective excitation of pyr-
ene is achieved at this wavelength (Fig. 1). The emission
spectra of INIOH/IIPyn and IUNI/IIPyn (n=1–4), excited at
351 nm, are shown in Figure 2a and b, respectively. The
fluorescence intensity of NI at 540 nm was reduced and
that of pyrene at 380 nm was increased with increasing
distance between two dyes, demonstrating the occur-
rence of the FRET between these two dyes. The effi-
ciency of energy transfer (E) was obtained from the
excitation spectrum of the NI at the given wavelength
351 nm (I351) according to the equation,

I351 ¼ "A þ E"D ð1Þ

where "A and "D are the extinction coefficient of the
energy acceptor and energy donor at 351 nm, respec-
tively.26 The FRET efficiencies measured for duplexes
INIOH/IIPyn and IUNI/IIPyn are shown graphically in Fig.
2c, which shows a clear dependence of E on the distance
between two dyes. Interestingly, E was significantly low

Scheme 1. (a) 3-Amino-1-propanol, EtOH, reflux, 8 h, 94%; (b) CH3NH2, CuSO4
.5H2O, DMA, 80 �C, 2 h, 32%; (c) P(N-iPr2)(OCH3)Cl, DIEA,

pyridine, 1.5 h.

Scheme 2. (d) Glycine, DMA, 80 �C, 17 h, 77%; (e) CH3NH2, CuSO4
.5H2O, DMA, 80 �C, 3 h, 47%; (f) DCC, HOBt, DMF, 20 h, 68%; (g) DMTr-Cl,

pyridine, 21 h, 56%; (h) P(N-iPr2)(OCH3)Cl, DIEA, pyridine, 16 h.

Table 1. Melting temperatures of pyrene and NI modified ODNs

ODN Tm (�C)a

I/II 37.2
INIOH/II 40.3
IUNI/II 36.2
I/IIPy1 41.6
I/IIPy4 44.9
INIOH/IIPy1 41.3
INIOH/IIPy4 44.3
IUNI/IIPy1 39.0
IUNI/IIPy4 40.8

aUV melting measurements were carried out in a pH 7.0 Na phosphate
buffer (20 mM) at a total strand concentration of 8 mM.
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for IUNI/IIPyn compared to INIOH/IIPyn. Since the same
energy donor is used in both cases, this difference is
considered to rely on the properties of the energy
acceptor. For the energy transfer occurring via the
Förster mechanism, E is expressed as follows,

E ¼ 1= 1 þ R=R0ð Þ
6

� �
ð2Þ

R0 ¼ 8:8 � 10�28J�Dn
�4�2

� �1=6
ð3Þ

J ¼

ð
"A lð ÞfD lð Þl4dl=

ð
fD lð Þdl ð4Þ

where J is the spectral overlap of the donor emission
spectrum and the acceptor absorption spectrum, �D is
the �F for energy donor, n is the refractive index of the
medium, and � is relative orientation of the emission
dipole of the donor and the excitation dipole of the
acceptor. As for the explanation of the observed low E
for IUNI/IIPyn, the absorption maximum for IUNI/II (459
nm) is red-shifted by 8 nm relative to that for INIOH/II
(451 nm), which may result in a decrease of J. However,
J was found to be 1.6�1031 and 1.2�1031 nm6 mol�1 for
INIOH/IIPyn and IUNI/IIPyn, respectively, only partly
explaining the lower E for IUNI/IIPyn. As for the other
factor, rotation of the NI attached at 20-sugar position
inside the DNA is likely to be restricted compared to NI
labeled at the 50-end, leading to the low �2 value for UNI.
Thus, in this case, the difference of �2 may significantly
contribute to this observed large difference of E between
these two systems (Scheme 3).8,27,28

In conclusion, NI was incorporated into DNA as a
fluorescence probe through two attachment procedures.
It has been demonstrated that NI can be incorporated
into DNA without large alternation of the duplex
stability and its high �F. Though low E was observed
for UNI, rotational properties of the NI may provide
fruitful information on the conformational freedom of
the ODN around UNI.

Figure 1. Absorption spectra of INIOH/II (solid line), IUNI/II (dashed
line), and I/IIPy1 (dotted line). The measurement conditions were the
same as in Table 1.

Figure 2. Fluorescence spectra (lex=351 nm) for (a) INIOH/II, INIOH/
IIPyn (n=1–4) and (b) IUNI/II, IUNI/IIPyn (n=1–4). The measurement
conditions were the same as in Table 1. (c) FRET efficiency in DNA
duplexes INIOH/IIPyn and IUNI/IIPyn.

Scheme 3.

K. Kawai et al. / Bioorg. Med. Chem. Lett. 12 (2002) 2363–2366 2365



Acknowledgements

This work has been partly supported by a Grant-in-Aid
for Scientific Research from Ministry of Education,
Science, Sport and Culture of Japan.

References and Notes

1. Mizukoshi, T.; Kodama, T. S.; Fujiwara, Y.; Furuno, T.;
Nakanishi, M.; Iwai, S. Nucleic Acids Res. 2001, 29, 4948.
2. Lorenz, M.; Hillisch, A.; Payet, D.; Buttinelli, M.; Travers,
A.; Diekmann, S. Biochemistry 1999, 38, 12150.
3. Toth, K.; Sauermann, V.; Langowski, J. Biochemistry 1998,
37, 8173.
4. Akiyama, T.; Hogan, M. E. Biochemistry 1997, 36, 2307.
5. Hamad-Schifferli, K.; Schwartz, J. J.; Santos, A. T.; Zhang,
S.; Jacobson, J. M. Nature 2002, 415, 152.
6. Yurke, B.; Turberfield, A. J.; Mills, A. P., Jr.; Simmel,
F. C.; Neumann, J. L. Nature 2000, 406, 605.
7. Mao, C.; Sun, W.; Shen, Z.; Seeman, N. C. Nature 1999,
397, 144.
8. Grunwell, J. R.; Glass, J. L.; Lacoste, T. D.; Deniz, A. A.;
Chemla, D. S.; Schultz, P. G. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2001, 123,
4295.
9. Sako, Y.; Minoghchi, S.; Yanagida, T. Nat. Cell. Biol.
2000, 2, 168.
10. Tong, A. K.; Li, Z.; Jones, G. S.; Russo, J. J.; Ju, J. Nat.
Biotech. 2001, 19, 756.
11. Tong, A. K.; Jockusch, S.; Li, Z. M.; Zhu, H. R.; Akins,
D. L.; Turro, N. J.; Ju, J. Y. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2001, 123,
12923.
12. Xu, Y.; Karalkar, N. B.; Kool, E. T. Nat. Biotech. 2001,
19, 148.
13. Kawahara, S.; Uchimaru, T.; Murata, S. Chem. Comm.
1999, 563.
14. Mitsui, T.; Nakano, H.; Yamana, K. Tetrahedron Lett.
2000, 41, 2605.
15. Houston, P.; Kodadek, T. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U.S.A.
1994, 91, 5471.
16. 4: 1H NMR (270 MHz, DMSO-d6) d 1.16 (m, 12H,
NH(CH3)2), 1.98 (m, 2H, NCH2CH2), 3.00 (d, 3H, J=4.6 Hz,
NHCH3), 3.40 (m, 7H, NCH2CH2, OCH3, NH(CH3)2), 4.09

(m, 2H, OCH2CH2), 6.71 (d, 1H, J=8.4 Hz, naphthalene H3),
7.68 (dd, 1H, J=7.3 and 8.6 Hz, naphthalene H6), 7.82 (br,
1H, NHCH3), 8.29 (d, 1H, J=8.4 Hz, naphthalene H2), 8.44
(d, 1H, J=7.3 Hz, naphthalene H5), 8.61 (d, 1H, J=8.6 Hz,
naphthalene H6). 31P NMR (162 MHz, DMSO-d6) d 134.88.
EIMS (positive ion) m/z 446 (M+1).
17. Yamana, K.; Zako, H.; Asazuma, K.; Iwase, R.; Nakano,
H.; Murakami, A. Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2001, 40, 1104.
18. Yamana, K.; Mitsui, T. Nucleosides Nucleotides 1999, 18,
1565.
19. Yamana, K.; Mitsui, T.; Nakano, H. Tetrahedron 1999,
55, 9143.
20. Yamana, K.; Iwase, R.; Furutani, S.; Tsuchida, H.; Zako, H.;
Yamaoka, T.; Murakami, A.Nucleic Acids Res. 1999, 27, 2387.
21. Yamana, K.; Ohashi, Y.; Nunota, K.; Nakano, H. Tetra-
hedron 1997, 53, 4265.
22. 10: 1H NMR (270 MHz, DMSO-d6) d 1.15 (m, 12H,
NH(CH3)2), 3.00 (d, 3H, J=4.1 Hz, NHCH3), 3.26 (m, 7H,
NH(CH3)2, POCH3, H50, H500), 3.70 (s, 6H, PhOCH3), 4.23
(m, 1H, H40), 4.41 (m, 1H, H30) 4.70 (s, 2H, C(O)CH2), 4.74
(m, 1H, H20), 5.45 (d, J=8.1 Hz, 1H, uridine H5), 5.97 (d,
J=8.4 Hz, 1H, H10), 6.72–8.66 (m, 21H, naphthalene, trityl,
uridine H6, NHCH3, C(O)NH), 11.48 (s, 1H, uridine NH). 31P
NMR (162 MHz, DMSO-d6) d 152.55, 155.65 (diastereomers).
FABMS (positive ion) m/z 973 (M+1).
23. Gasper, S. M.; Schuster, G. B. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1997,
119, 12762.
24. Grabtchev, I.; Philipova, T.; Meallier, P.; Guittonneau, S.
Dyes Pigments 1996, 31, 31.
25. Pyrene-containing ODNs were synthesized according to
the reported procedure. Yamana, K.; Asazuma, K.; Nakano,
H. Nucleic Acids Res. Symposium Series 1999, 42, 113. Cou-
marin would serves as a much better energy donor for NI. Ref
14 and May, B.; Poteau, X.; Yuan, D. W.; Brown, R. G. Dyes
Pigments 1999, 42, 79.
26. Clegg, R. M. Methods Enzymol. 1992, 211, 353.
27. The �2 orientation factor can take a value between 0 and
4. Nonlinear fitting of the data in Fig. 2c using Eq. (2) roughly
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