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D-Ribono-1,4-lactone was treated with ethylamine in DMF to afford N-ethyl-D-ribonamide 9a in quanti-
tative yield. Bromination of amide 9a by the system SOBr2 in DMF or PPh3/CBr4 in pyridine led, after acet-
ylation, to epoxide 7. However, treatment of amide 9a with acetyl bromide in dioxane followed by
acetylation gave 2,3,4-tri-O-acetyl-5-bromo-5-deoxyl-N-ethyl-D-ribonamide 10a. Methanolysis of 10a,
with sodium methoxide, afforded the N-ethyl-D-ribonolactam 11a in 51% overall yields. Using this
method, N-butyl, N-hexyl, N-dodecyl, and N-benzyl-D-ribonolactams 11b–e were obtained in good yields
(48–53%).

� 2009 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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The discovery of the glycosidase inhibitor activity of the natural
product nojirimycin 1 initiated the synthesis of various polyhydr-
oxylated pyrrolidine, piperidine, azepane, and lactam derivatives
(azasugars).1 This group of inhibitors is potentially useful for treat-
ing metabolic disorders such as diabetes,2 cancer,3 and AIDS.4

Aldonolactams have been reported to have interesting biologi-
cal activities such as inhibition of glycosidase activity.5 For exam-
ple, compounds 2 and 3 have been reported as potentially useful
for treating cancer cell metastasis,6 and inflammation (Fig. 1).7

Earlier we reported the synthesis of 5-amino-5-deoxy-D-pen-
tonolactams from unprotected D-pentono-1,4-lactones in 60–83%
overall yields.

Thus, unprotected pentonolactone can be transformed to its azi-
do derivative, whose hydrogenation yields the corresponding
3,4,5-trihydroxylactam by spontaneous lactamization of the
aminolactone.8

In general, the N-alkylated derivatives were found to be stron-
ger glycosidase inhibitors than the corresponding nonalkylated
derivatives.5,9 For example, the N-butyl 1-deoxynojirimycin 4 or
miglitol 5 has been shown to possess potent inhibitory activity of
glycosidase enzymes.10

However, only a few reports have appeared on the synthesis of
N-substituted aldonolactams. Except for the work of Diez,11,12

there have been no reports of the synthesis of these derivatives.
In the continuation of our interest in the synthesis of azasugars,

we are now reporting in this preliminary work an efficient strategy
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for the synthesis of new azasugar analogues namely N-alkyl-D-rib-
onolactams: N-ethyl, N-butyl, N-hexyl, N-dodecyl, and N-benzyl-D-
ribonolactams.

At first, for the synthesis of N-ethyl-D-ribonolactam, we tried
the strategy given in Scheme 1. We have used D-ribono-1,4-lactone
as the starting material via the 5-bromo-5-deoxy-D-ribono-1,4-lac-
tone (6) as the intermediate.13

The treatment of brominated derivative 6 with ethylamine
(1.2 equiv) in DMF at room temperature for 1 h gave after acetyla-
tion epoxide 7 as the only product, in quantitative yield. No trace of
the intermediate 5-bromo-5-deoxy-N-ethyl-D-ribonamide was ob-
tained (Scheme 1). In the literature,11,12 a similar intermediate was
obtained but in two steps: when 5-bromo or 5-iodo-5-deoxy-D-rib-
ono-1,4-lactone was treated by leucine derivatives using Et3N as
4
HO OH HO OH5

Figure 1. Examples of azasugars.
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Table 1
Yields of 10b–e and 11b–e

Product Yield (%) ½a�20
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Scheme 1. Reagents: (i) (a) EtNH2, DMF; (b) Ac2O, HClO4; (ii) NaH, DMF.
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the base the only product obtained was the brominated amide
which was converted to epoxide by treatment with K2CO3.

Epoxide 714 was then treated with NaH in DMF. Monitoring the
reaction by TLC and NMR spectra analysis of the crude product
showed that epoxide 7 was present as the only product and no
trace of the target 2,3,4-tri-O-acetyl-N-ethyl-D-ribono-1,5-lactam
(8) was obtained.

Due to the difficulties in the preparation of 2,3,4-tri-O-acetyl-N-
ethyl-D-ribono-1,5-lactam 8 owing to the formation of epoxide 7
we attempted an alternative strategy.

D-Ribono-1,4-lactone was treated with ethylamine in DMF for
1 h at room temperature to afford the N-ethyl-D-ribonamide 9a15

in quantitative yield. Treatment of D-ribono-1,4-lactone with butyl,
hexyl, dodecyl, and benzylamine gave quantitatively the corre-
sponding N-alkyl ribonamides 9b–e. Bromination of amide 9a by
the system SOBr2 in DMF or PPh3/CBr4 in pyridine led also, after
acetylation, to epoxide 7.

However, treatment of amide 9a with acetyl bromide in dioxane
for 16 h, at room temperature, followed by acetylation gave the
2,3,4-tri-O-acetyl-5-bromo-5-deoxy-N-ethyl-D-ribonamide 10a16

which was isolated in 51% yield. Bromoamide 10a was then treated
with NaH in DMF, for 1 h, affording 2,3,4-tri-O-acetyl-N-ethyl-D-
ribonolactam. Methanolysis of 2,3,4-tri-O-acetyl-N-ethyl-D-ribono-
lactam with sodium methoxide in methanol, led according to NMR
spectroscopy, to N-ethyl-D-ribonolactam 11a17 in quantitative
yield. The mass spectrum of compound 11a showed a diagnostic
peak at m/z 198 (M+Na)+. The title compound was identified by ele-
mental analysis and NMR spectra which showed, in particular, a
signal of a second methylene group at 49.9 ppm corresponding to
–HN–CH2 (Scheme 2).

Using this method, N-butyl, N-hexyl, N-dodecyl, and N-benzyl-
D-ribonolactams (11b–e) were obtained in good yields (Table 1).

In summary, we have reported an efficient synthesis of novel N-
alkyl-D-ribono-1,5-lactams which were synthesized in four steps in
48–53% overall yields from unprotected D-ribono-1,4-lactone.
a R= Ethyl
b R= Butyl
c R= Hexyl
d R= Dodecyl
e R= Benzyl
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Scheme 2. Reagents and conditions: (i) RNH2/DMF, rt; (ii) (a) CH3COBr/dioxane, rt;
(b) Ac2O/pyridine, rt; (iii) (a) NaH/DMF, rt; (b) MeONa/MeOH, rt.
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