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The in situ formation of copper acetylide in Pd/Cu catalyzed
coupling reactions of acetylenic derivatives has been demon-
strated by the reaction with ethynyloxiranes, which provides
allenynols; a new Cu catalyzed route to the latter has also
been found.

Pd/Cu catalyzed cross-coupling reactions between terminal
acetylenes and aryl or vinyl halides or triflates, the so-called
Sonogashira reaction, have been recognized since the mid-
seventies.1,2 The mildness and the efficiency of these methods
have since led to an impressive collection of applications in
numerous areas from medicinal chemistry to material
science.3,4 Despite being widely utilized, the exact mechanism
of this C–C bond formation has so far not been demonstrated.
Although the main features of the Pd catalytic cycle have been
established,5 the Cu catalytic cycle is still poorly understood.6

In this communication, we present chemical evidence for the
in situ formation of copper acetylides, which allow us to
propose a mechanism for the Cu catalytic cycle of Pd/Cu
catalyzed cross-coupling reactions.
Several research programs dedicated to the synthesis of

polyunsaturated natural products led us to study the forma-
tion of epoxyenynes by coupling reactions7,8 and to begin the
investigation of the mechanism of such reactions.9 The direct
synthesis of epoxyenynes starting from ethynyloxiranes and
vinyl triflates or halides proved to be inefficient with the
reported procedures.7a,10 In every trial,7 the ethynyloxirane
engaged was rapidly consumed while only a small amount of
the expected enyne was obtained (less than 25%, see Scheme
1) among various other polar side-products.
Even when the ethynyloxirane was slowly added to the other

components of the reaction, decomposition was still the major
process; the yield of enyne was nevertheless better but still
modest (40–50%). Whatever the conditions, reaction monitoring
indicated that the triflate component was almost unchanged
while the acetylenic epoxide was rapidly consumed.
To get some understanding on the evolution of epoxyacety-

lenes during Sonogashira coupling, we tested a model acety-
lenic epoxide (1a) with each reagent (palladium complexes,
amines and copper salts) and selected combinations of these,
depending on the expected reactivity (Table 1). The epoxide
1a was obtained by meta-chloroperbenzoic acid epoxidation
of the commercially available Z 3-methylpent-2-en-4-yn-1-ol
and protection as a tert-butyldiphenylsilyl ether.

In the presence of zero- or divalent palladium complexes in
DMF, no transformation of the acetylenic epoxide 1a was
observed (entries 1 and 2) at room temperature, even when
an amine was added (entries 4 and 5). These results are surpris-
ing since palladium complexes are known to catalyze the selec-
tive opening of related vinyloxiranes, especially in the presence
of certain amines.11 Although amines are known to selectively
open acetylenic epoxides,12 amines alone in DMF added to 1a
did not afford any significant transformation at room tempera-
ture (entry 3). In the presence of copper iodide alone, only a
slow evolution was observed (entry 6). However, when copper
iodide and an amine were added, a rapid evolution occurred
and a new polar product was formed along with only a few
polar side-products (entries 7–9). This major product was
isolated and characterized, mainly by spectroscopy.
The 1H NMR spectrum revealed the presence of the tert-

butyldiphenylsilyl group. However, the signal intensity of the
aromatic protons relative to the intensity of the other protons
suggested that two silyl groups are in fact present in this mole-
cule. In this spectrum, the presence of the typical signals of the
starting 2,3-epoxypent-4-ynol, a triplet at 3.1 ppm coupled to
an ABX system at 3.80–3.95 ppm, clearly showed that a frag-
ment identical to the starting epoxyalkyne was preserved in the
structure of the new product. Therefore, the new product may
result from the condensation of two molecules of the starting
silylated epoxyalkynol. The IR spectrum indeed exhibited a
signal corresponding to a disubstituted triple bond (n ¼ 2235
cm�1). However, this spectrum also showed the presence of
new bands, one at 3400 cm�1 typical of a hydroxyl function,
and another one at 1960 cm�1 suggesting the presence of an
allene group. Further NMR analysis confirmed this attribu-
tion. The 13C NMR spectrum exhibited one signal at 210
ppm and two others located at around 76 ppm, which can
indeed be attributed to an allene. HMQC experiments showed
that the carbon signals at 210 and 77 ppm do not correlate
with any proton but the third signal at 76 ppm correlates with
a multiplet at 5.25 ppm corresponding to one proton. Others
correlations also support this attribution and allowed us to
propose the epoxyallenynol structure 2a for this compound

y The authors dedicate this work to the late Prof. J. Chuche,
Université de Reims-Champagne-Ardenne, France.

Scheme 1 Inefficient cross-coupling of ethynyloxiranes to vinyl
triflates.
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(Scheme 2). The splitting of some NMR signals was clearly
indicative of the presence of diastereoisomers.
The corresponding non-protected derivative 1b reacted

under the same conditions, giving the corresponding unpro-
tected epoxyallenynol 2b with a slightly lower yield (entry
10). 2b exhibited spectroscopic properties very similar to 2a.
The epoxyallenynol structures determined for 2a and 2b

clearly showed that 1a or 1b added to itself through a SN0
2

reaction. Since 2a,b were only formed in the presence of cop-
per iodide and amine, it becomes obvious that a copper epox-
yacetylide was formed in situ under these conditions. The
copper(I) salt probably acted as a Lewis acid and coordinated
to the triple bond. This coordination should alter the electro-
nic density over the acetylenic C–H bond, rendering it more
acidic. The acetylenic proton could thus be deprotonated even
by simple amines, leading to a copper acetylide (Scheme 3,
first line). Copper acetylides can indeed be obtained by the
treatment of alkynes with an ammoniacal solution of copper
chloride.13

Starting from ethynyloxiranes, the copper acetylide formed
in situ is nucleophilic enough to react with the starting mate-
rial, leading to allenynol self-adducts (Scheme 3, bottom right).
SN0

2 reactions of organocopper derivatives to ethynyloxiranes
already have precedents in the literature. However, they always
refer to stoechiometric processes with pre-formed organo-
metallics.14,15 The reaction described here is thus, to our
knowledge, the first catalytic SN0

2 reaction of ethynyloxiranes
that does not involve pre-formed organometallics.
Since the same allenynol 2a has been detected in our

attempts to couple 1awith vinyl triflates in various Pd/Cu coup-
ling conditions (Scheme 1),7 it is now clear that copper acety-
lides are also formed in situ in these reactions. In Sonogashira
cross-coupling reactions, this copper acetylide reacts with the
organopalladium species resulting from oxidative addition of
a zero-valent palladium complex to vinyl or aryl halide or tri-
flate. This transmetallation step produces a diorganopalladium
species and liberates a copper ion, ready for another cycle

(Scheme 3, bottom left). However, during the coupling of ethy-
nyloxiranes, the in situ formed copper acetylide is too reactive
and it is consumed together with a second ethynyloxirane to
form allenynol, to the detriment of coupling products.
The present results demonstrate the in situ formation of

copper acetylide in Pd/Cu catalyzed coupling reactions with
acetylenic derivatives. They also offer the first catalytic route
to allenynols without resorting to pre-formed organometallics.
Work is now in progress in our group to clarify the stereo-

selectivity of this self-addition16 and to determine the scope
and limitations of this new reaction.

Experimental

Typical procedure

To a solution of alkyne (0.6 mmol., 1 equiv.) in DMF (10 mL)
were successively added diethylamine (1.2 mmol., 2 equiv.) and
copper iodide (11 mg, 0.06 mmol., 0.1 equiv.). The initially
slightly yellow solution gradually darkened. After disappear-
ance of the starting material as judged from TLC (2 h), diethyl
ether (10 mL) and then a saturated aqueous solution of ammo-
nium chloride (10 mL) were successively added to the reaction
mixture. After extraction with diethyl ether, the combined
organic layers were washed with water. After drying with
sodium sulfate, filtration and solvent evaporation, a yellowish
oil was obtained. Flash chromatography (petroleum ether–
ethyl acetate 9 : 1) provided pure product as a colorless oil
(see Table 1).

cis-1,10-Bis(tert-butyldiphenylsilyloxy)-8,9-epoxy-3,8-
dimethyl deca-3,4-dien-6-yn-2-ol (2a). Pale yellow oil. FT-IR
(film): n ¼ 3443, 2235, 1962 cm�1. 1H NMR (250 MHz,
CDCl3): d 1.05 (18H, s, tBuSi), 1.45–1.49 (3H, m, H80), 1.62–
1.67 (3H, m, H30), 2.51–2.56 (1H, m, OH), 3.11 (1H, t,
J ¼ 5.2, H9), 3.59–3.78 (2H, m, H1), 3.80–3.95 (2H, m, H10),
4.06–4.15 (1H, m, H2), 5.20–5.28 (1H, m, H5), 7.31–7.42
(12H, m, Ar), 7.60–7.70 (8H, m, Ar). 13C NMR (62 MHz -
CDCl3): d 14.55 and 14.67 (C30), 19.21 (tBuSi), 23.20 (C80),
26.76 (tBuSi), 52.27 (C8), 63.76 and 64.63 (C2 and C9), 65.88
(C10), 72.03 and 72.11 (C2), 76.07 and 76.36 (C5), 77.71 (C3),
86.70 (C6), 102.52 and 102.82 (C7), 127.66, 127.77, 129.65,
129.84, 132.94, 133.26, 133.47 and 135.51 (Ar), 209.75 (C4).
HRMS (EI): m/z 700.3394 (700.3404 calcd for C44H52O4Si2).Scheme 2 Cu catalyzed condensation of ethynyloxiranes.

Table 1 Reaction of ethynyloxiranes in DMF at room temperature

Ethynyloxirane Conditions Time Yielda Product

1 Pd(PPh3)4
b 2 days 0 — (1a recovered)

2 Pd(OAc)2(PPh3)2 2 days 0

3 NR3
c 2 days 0

4 Pd(PPh3)4 , NR3
c 2 days 0

5 Pd(OAc)2(PPh3)2 , NR3
c 2 days 0

6 CuId 2 days Traces

7 CuI,e HNEt2 2 h 78%

8 CuI,e NEt3 0.7 h 67%

9 CuI,e EtNiPr2 1 h 72%

10 CuI,e HNEt2 1 h 69%

a Yields of isolated pure products. b Increasing amounts from 0.1 to 0.5 equiv. have been used. c Various amines (diethyl-, triethyl- and

ethyldiisopropylamine) have been used with similar results. d Increasing amounts from 0.1 to 1 equiv. have been used. e Results obtained with

0.1 equiv. of CuI.
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Scheme 3 Proposed mechanisms for the Sonogashira coupling reaction and for the presented reaction of ethynyloxiranes.
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